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PREFACE. 

THE following letters were written by mj hte 
brother^ in anfwer to zpiea^ which was firft 
fcnt him from the Rev. Mr. John Weflcy, by way 
of private letter^ containing fome remarks which 
that gentleman had made on reading Theron and 
Afpafio.* "When my brother had read it over^ he 
A thought it beft to be fiknt, as it contained nothing 
^ which could materially aiFe£l his judgement in rc- 
^ l^ard to the work it cenfured : for this reafon, as 
i4 well as for peace fake, he laid it by him unaofwer- 
' ed. — ^Mn Wefley then publifhed a pamphlet, which 
■ ^ he entitled A prefervative againft unfettled notions in 
religion ; in which he printed the above-piention- 
cd letter. 

This my brother looked upon as a fummons to 
the bar of the Public ; and upon this occaGon, in 
" a letter to a friend, dated June 23. 1758^ writes as 
follows : 

t" My dear friend, 
« I little thought, when I put Mr. Wefleys raa- 
« nufcript into your hand, that I (hould (ee it in 
<< print fo foon. I took very little notice of it» and 
<< let it lie by me feveral months, without giving it 
^ an attentive confideration *. It feemed to me fo 

* Afterw^ds he read it again, and gave if, what he calls 
ia tk» begumios of the arft letter, * A ourtfui pamOU.* 
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"palpaWy-wcak, dtfalmg-only-in-pofitive-afifertio^is 
« tind -pofittv'e tienhls, that ^ I coirW'nofimaginc he 
" *w<^u)d ad^entttrfe^i t into- thje. world/ witfacipt very , 
" great ajterations. But it is now come abroad^ juft 
" as you received it, in a two (hillings pamphlet^ 
« entitiedl :^\^i'^ei"oatw ^g^k0 ufifftil^ hgi^n^^ im, 
y religion. Of this pampWet what he Has wrote 
« againii me, naakcfr only a fmall pari:. Now^tlien, 
" the queftlbn is; Whether I' fif all attempt to an- 
^ fwer it ? Give-me your opinio^, aa-you have giv- 
" en me your affiftancej and 'may the Father of 
« mercies give you increafe of .knowledge and ut- 
" teranc€,\ of peace and joy iathe Holy GHaft'/'J 

Between this and tlie O£iober,f6llowing^ my Jbro- . 
thcr begair the Ictters-contained * in this volume, of^ 
which* he thus fpcaks in another letter to his friend, 
dated '0<36ber'24. 175?. * .' 

Q* My dear friend,* 

""Let me repeat my^thank$,f6r the tfpubie yop:' 
** have taketty- and for trie aflillapce, you h^ve' giyen ' 
*^ mc, in relation to myxontroverf;^ with Mr. W;fcfr* 
"ley* He is fo unfair in his q^ot^ious, aad*fp' 
<^mag.ifferial'in-his manner, that I find it no,fmaII^ 
"difficulty, tOcpreferve the decency of* the gentle- 
" man, and the meeknels of the Chriftikn, in my 
•* intended anfwer. May our diving Mafler aid,n>e^ 
"in both thefe initances, or elft not fuffer m?«tq 
«' write at all.'"] * 

/When, in the December following, I was fent 
for to Wefton, in the very laft period of my broth- 
er's long iUaefsjT-'I. alked him (the evening before 
he died). " what be would hj^ve done with the let- 
** ters to Mr. Wefley, whether hewould.have theni 
" publiflied after Kis death ?'*— He anfwered;— " B^ 
" no means, becauie he had only tranfdribed about 
" half of them fair for the preis ; but as the cor- 
" itt£lion8' and alterationa of the latter part we«e 
" moftlf in QMHt'^ni^ it woliid be itificult to uiim 
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" derftand thcm,'cfocciaHy as fomc of the fliort- 
*^ Eahd wis Entirely h!^ own, and others krould not 
«« make it out; therefore,'* hc-feid, ««'ate k *l=not a 
«< Mffi^a jilece, Fddif^ ybii WinthmkiM^ more a- 

«B6otrft?'-'^ ^'' - '•' *' * '' ' '•'- ^ - -•' • • 

' 'A^ thefe were his laft orders concerning thcfe let- 
ters, '1 -ttidu^t • xV H^ht to 6bey' them -, ' and fhere- 
fbrfe I'H/t^fiftoM^he tepeattd'folicleationfrof tnacfy 
iH'hvs fHcndi, who watrfted^-to havfe^thcln pointed;* 
aBcHgiiig'the fetHcte^hey tnight- he ^^to allay the 
eroundlefs prejudices, which the PHffirvatii^ftni^ht 
o^afiorf • In the thads df : niarff , ignitlft- tnf broth* 
cty other 'writings, as wfelT a^ the "utiHty of them in 
gbhetal, as they contained ib mafterly <a defence of 
^*fbeimtbas it if in Jefcts.* -•. • 

But, notwithilanding the regard I had for the 
perfons who folicited the publication, I could not 
be perfuaded to print the letters ; and they never 
had'lappe^rred in public ^ith my confent,vhad^not 
a iurreptitious edition of thera lately made its way 
frdrtf the prfcfe,' and was I not under ;i fitm pcrfiia- 
^\dniidt wilT 1^ foildwed by more. ' 

' ' AVthis is-the cafe, I think- it my duty to the me- 
moiy of my late brother, to fend forth as' corte£b an 
Edition afs* I poffibly'can % for tis to t/jiat which ha« 
ippei^et! (from what -editor I know -not), tt i» fo 
^itdty and incorrcft; that but Kttte judgement can 
l(6*-fonrieli'froitt it, of the propriety and force Of 
^y brotfier*8 anfwers to Mr.'Wefley. ^ 

'^ ''Ai ib 'flie unfarrnefe-6f publiOring toy brother's 
fcttcrsVitjhoirt hty'coAfcnt, Und the inj«ftitc to h?s 
Ifeemoryi i*n' fending fo iriangled a performance but 
'ihHef his hame, they are <too apparent to need any 
'proBf : and though the ^editor, ajf I have* been in- 
"iomed; gav6 away tlie whole intprelBon, fo that, it 
•is pfain,. ludre w^s not' thd motive of his procced- 
'ing,aYid I l«^ouid- charitably hope he did it v;ith a 
view of benefiting his readers; fdtit iafo like ^ do» 
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* ing evil that good may come/ as, in my opinion^ 

to be quite unjuftifiable. ^ 

However, as the only way now left to remedy in 
fome fort what has been done, and to prevent a fur* 
ther impoiition on the public, from worfe motives 
than adiuated this publiiher, I have called a friend 
to myafliftance; and, by this means, prefent the 
reader with as perfe£l a copy of thefe letters, as can 
poflibly be made out from the original manufcript 
now in m'y^ands. 

That the reader may judge more clearly of the 
ftate of the controverfy between my late brother and 
Mr. Wcflcy, 1 have thought it right to fubjoin Mr. 
Wefley's letter, word for word, as it ftands in the 
Prefurvative, 



A LETTER to the Rev. Mr.^ 



Dear Sin, OB, 15. 1756. 

AConfiderable time (ince, I fent you a few haily 
thoughts which occurred to me on reading 
the dialogues between Theron and Afpafio. I have 
not been favoured with any anfwcr. Yet, upon' 
Another and a more careful perufal of them, I could 
tiot but fet down fome obvious refled;ions, which I 
would rather have communicated before thofe Dia*> 
logues were publifhed. 

In the firft dialogue, there are feveral juft and 
ftrong obfcrvations, which may be of ufe to t^erj 
ferious reader* In the fecond, is not the defcrip- 
tion often too laboured, the language too ftiff, and 
aflPef^ed i Yet the reflexions on the creation (in 
the 51(1 and following pages, vol. L) make abun«- 
dant amends for this. (I cite the pages according to 
die Dublin Edition, havine wrote the rough draught 
pi what follow^ in Ireland *.) 

* 11i« {»gjr< ia this Edition, refer to the Editioii of THiRoie 
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P. 6i. Is Jufttficatwn fxiore or lefs, than God't 
pardoning and accepting a (inner through the me- 
rits of Chrift? That God herein << reckons the 
ngbteottfnefs and obedience which Chrift performed 
as our awn ;" I allow, if by' that ambiguous expre£* 
Son, you mean only, as you here explain it your* 
felf, <* they are as effeAual for obtaining our falva- 
tion, as it they were our own perfonal qualifica^ 
tions.'* P. 63. 

P. 66. << We are not folicitous, as to any partis 
€uUr fet of phrafes. ' Only let men be humbled, as 
repenting crimin&ls, at Chrift's feet \ let them rely, 
as devoted penfioners, op his merits \ and they are 
undoubtedly in the way to a blifsful immortality." 
Then for Chrift's fake, and for the iake of the im- 
mortal fouls which he has purchafed with his blood, 
do not difpute for that particular pbrafe^ the impum 
ted rigbteoufnefj of Chrift. It is not fcriptural \ it 
is not neceflary. Men who fcruple to ufe, men 
who never heard the expfe0ion, may vet ** be hum- 
.bled, as repenting criminals^ at his teet, and rely, 
as devoted penfioners^ on his merits.** But it has 
done immenfe hurt. I have had abundant proof, 
that the frequent ufe of this unnecefTary phrafe, 
inftead of <* furthering men's progrefs in vital- ho« 
linefs," has made them fatisfied without any boli* 
nefs at all \ yea, and encouraged tKem to work all 
uncleannefs with greedinefs. 

P. 68. " To afcribe pardon to Chrift's pajfive^ 
eternal life to his aEtive righteoufnefs, is nmciful 
rather than judicious. His univerfal obedience, 
from his birth to his death, is the one foundation 
of my hope." 

This is unqueftionably right. But if it be, there 

sod AspASio, printed in two vols. Duodecimoi by J. and MT. 
KoBBitTsoN, Glafgowy 1790. TEe rtader uriil eafiiy i«e, tlHit 
Mr. Wefley has, in mo A caf«s, quo^od- very uoHsifly. 



is no'tnanner of rieea^ to make 'tfic imputation .of 
his ailiiie righceou'fnefs, *a feparate and' li^'oUred 
liead of ilifco'urfc; '"0'that you" had teen 'cbntcrff 
with this plain fc/iptiiral' aecount,' and'fcared'fome 
of the dialogues'tna'lettefs ttiaffoHowf ' "'" '"' ' 
The thirj aiid fourth' dialogues cbntain an id- 
mirabJe illuftratipii and cotifirinatioii' iit t^e' gi^^t 
do^rine of C^hVifl's fatisfaaiori.'' '■'TSt 'evert"' hert "T 
ohferve a'fewpauages^ '^^hicli are liable to foiAe' ex- 
ception. '■ '■ ■ " '"' 

'P." 78. ;; Satisfaflion was made to the divine 
Igw." I'do hot remember' any rUcli eipt'effioil tfi' 
fpnptux^. " This way of Tpea'tlne' of the feW'ks a 
ferfpn inured 'ah^ to be jfllisfied,. leemii ^^'''Pl' ^^' 
fenCble^" '' '"'■ ' •■ ' " ■• '' ' ■■'-■ 

' f/lpi. .'f The death of Chrift procured the par- 
don and acceptanee oi 'believers, eveh",t)efore""He 
^amf' injhcfleln. Yea>And ever (incdJ "ffi tliis 
ije'ali'agree. Arid why Ihoulij we contend fbV ahV 
Kjngippr^f - . -. I I... .• ji -■ .1 

benefits of the new covenant 
<'ii'"'bJoodi^' 'Sijf^t^'"they ''ire'. 
;n fully proved, whcT'e" is'^tRe 
,' of contending fo" Jlreniiouf- 
f hit righieoujrifff, ' as "I8 ' donfi 

liajogues? ' ''"' ' 

is'our fubflitate as to penal 
tojuphUgoieSiehce?^ "■'' 
njafferfediii (cripiure. Xhe 
[feried (llerc. ' ■'' ■ - 
'and' mifery have abounded 
I,' mercy and grac'e have' mttfi 
' the fecon^l ',So tlia't 'i^orife 

p.^n have any reafon to com^ain," ii'd, not if' the 
' fecorid Adam died for all. Oflicrwifci all for \<'honi 

be did nqt die, haye<great reafon to complain, "^ot 

jthey inevitably fall by the firft Adam, Witliout any 

help from the fecond. 



P; 190. *«The.wh«ief.wcaW of bdieversf' is.aa. 
exfurofi^is wluch neyer ,occuis in fcripturei nor. has . 
it any cocmtciaanGe thei^^ tb^.wQrld^ ia the infpi<n 
T€d writiag$» being jco^DftantlyJal^exi .eithei: in .an u- 
ntverfal^or inia.bodi (mkA eiAbej? for the wJbole.of ; 
iQapk^nd^ or. f«c.t];kat part of. thfim^idio. know ODtx 
God. . • 

Pk 191.. ^^dn^th^LordJhflU allth€^houfe,of\ix%fX 
H.jufii^d.^ bought, unqueftionably tobc.rendc-r 
red^ *< Ry^.ox ithrQu^k jh.L$rd f' this aiEgum/cnt^ 
therefore, pi»Ke$4>Qthii^g* ^^TfjarefompUHitk^him!^ 
Tjjw ^o»i3^ iitei;alJfM rcn^ercd^ arc, Te j^r^.filkd 
nmik hknu And/stl^jwlipkiipAi&gey a8.2iny.un$re-r 
judiicd/roadfir 'i»ay LotxTexve^ risl^tCiBJto Jan^^ification^. 
not JuftificafioQ*. 

P. 192* "'Theyia^CjaccftpAedj^, ChrilV3^<:^v 
this is ^ juftifieatioa. thr^ghv impuUi^ rigbtmifniff^*^ 
TbatremaioA to. be provfd^ Mftay>a]k)W the .far- 
mer, wba,cannQtalknK.tfac..lattfx» 

Afp^ I&0U oUigfi:ms<to>msJcku&jof thep, biyijcoi^^^ 
ffitandiogLtbefc v«ry;.fitfierentiidcafi# ti^tiis^ CKriftii^ 
a£livG and j>&ifi^ctrigfate0u6ifi^/V« • ti « > 

iranfur^r^ Wf dajaot^rd^ovn^ithidCe: bi^i^neither 
ta-vmtfifaiatt^xkmxi* Nctf h»vfe>iiir^ any^authorit^i 
from fcdpture, &r. either tjiinking; or 4p^akiog.Qfx 
tbe.one >feparate. fcozortjiei other* * An^' tS^^&JwoIa 
debase on 6a& o£ them ffipdjrjjte frcm. the othierf is, 

P, 193. "The righteoufcuefa which JAxftifiw 115/ 
is already wr6«;^>9«^^'<^ A crudi;,^ uofcriptural ex* 
pteffion J <^ It wa&yiift. ofifi^s carrJe4jcn, cdnpifatfd^h 
•-rQ:vaan.phiki|pphy. lithe plain tcuth i4 Ch^ifl liv- 
ed, and /^ri/ death fm every. hjifXh Audi thrqugh 
dte^ mc^ita of; hi& lite and deai^ every believer is 
jaiSeed. 

P; 195, ^Wm&KX perverls fo^gl^i^us a do^rip;^ 
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fhews he never believed." Not fo. They who turn 
back as a dog to th$k vomity had once efcaped the pollu^ 
thns of the world by the knowledge of Chrift. 

P. 195. "The goodnefs of God leadeth to re- 
pentance.'' .This is unqueftionably' true. But the 
mcef^ metafhyftcal dodrine of imputed right&mfftefsf 
leads not to repentance, but to licentioufnefs. 

P. 196. " The believer cannot but add to his faith, 
works of righteoufnefs." During his firfl: love, this 
is often true. But it is not true afterwards, as we 
Know and feel by melancholy experience. . 
• P. 19S. " We no longer obey, in order to lay 
the foundation for our filial acceptance." No \ that - 
foundation is already ls»d in the merits of Chrift. 
Yet we obey^ in order to our final acceptance thro* 
his merits. And in this fenfe, by obeying, we- lay 
good foundation that we'mhydttidn iterhal life. 
' Ibid, <* We efiMi/b the law : we provide for its 
honour, by the perfei£l ^obedience of Chvift." Oan 
yon pivffi&ly^hmk St. JPaul meaht d^? 1%ati fuch 
a thought ever entere<l iiitb hk i^ihd? The^ plain 
n^tftini^V-^^^^^^li^ both the true fettfe, and 
Uie eieSiual praflice of it : we provide for its being 
both underftood and praffcffisd in its 6ili extent. . ; . r 
' P. 199. «« On thofe >fho reje£t the atonement, 
juft feverity.**: Wa^ it ever poffible for them not to 
rejeffc it i U Hot, how is it juft, to caft them into 
% lake of -fire, for not doing what it was impoi&bie 
they fliould <lo? Would it be juft (make it vour 
pwn cafe) to caft you into hell, for not touching 
heaven with your hand ?> < > . 

P. 2oa. 203. « Juftification is complete the firft mo* 
jnent we believe, and is. incapable of augmentation.'* 
• Not fo : there may be as many degrees in the^^^Qi* 
vour^ as in the image of Gpd. 

P. 239. 240. << &• Paul often mentions zrighteauf' 
i^efs imputed J** (not a rightepufnefs ; never once i but 
Amply rigbteotdfiufi.) . « What can this be, but thi 
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Mr. WESLEY'S LETTER; ii 
rigtUmifnefs ^Chrift ?" He tells jtm himfelf, Rom, 
IT. d. T9 mm that belUvetb m him that jufiifitth the 
ungodly^ faith is imputed fir righteoufnefs. << Why is 
Cfaift ftiled Jehovah cur Rigbteoufnefs ^ Becaufe we 
are both juftified and fan£tified uirough htm. 

P. 1 40. « My death, the caufe of their forgivenefs \ 
my righteoufnefs, the ground of their acceptance.** 

How does this agree with p. 68. '< To afcribe 
pardon to dixiWs paffive^ eternal life to hit aBive 
nf^teoufnefs, is fanciful rather than judicious ?* 

P. 244. *< He commends fuch kinds of benefi- 
cence only^ as were exercifed to a difciple as fuch.'' 
Is not this a flip of the pen ? Will not our Lord 
then eommendj and reward eternally, all Jcinds of 
iieneficence, provided they flawed from a principle 
of l<mag faith ? Tea, that which was exercifed to a 
Samaritan, a Jew, a Turk, or an Heathen ? Even 
thefe I would not term << tranfient bubbles," though 
they do not procure our juftification. 

p. 246. << How muft our rigbteoufnefs exceed 
that of the Scribes and Fharifees ? Not only in be« 
ing finc^re, but in poflefling a complete rigbteoufnefs, 
even that of. Chrift." Did our Lord mean this i 
Nothing lefs. He fpecifies, in the following parts 
of his Sermon, the viery iniUnces wherein the rigb- 
teoufnefs of a Chriftian exceeds that of the Scribes 
and Pharifees. 

P. <I4B. << He brings this fpecious hypocrite to the 
left.^ Haw does it appear that he was an hjpocrite f 
Ovs Lord gives not the leaft intimation of it. Sure- 
ly he loved himy not for his hypocrify, but his fin« 
cerityl 

^ Yet he loved die world, and therefore, could not 
J»e]i any of the commamlments in their fpiritual 
meaning. And the keeping of thef(| is undoubted- 
ly die way to, though not the caufi of, eternal life. 

P. 25b; « Bymooris biifaM was made perfiO : 
appeared to he true." No 1 die natural fenfe xi the 
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' P/'ifo. ^'HFiSnHath Ughtemffiefi is righ'trntr-^ 
'insAifefts thc^Mith t)f *'Mst;onVeriati6n/''*Nay 5 -tke 
plaixundaiihig^ is, 'foaKtec'iitnily »^g*/«ar/'wfeofe 
rathworkcth by lore. 

SfM. ** St*. Jatiies SFpcaks^of theyrajifis^fttrf^ff'j^fi/r 

-'faitk" Not tinlefa ybu mean, by that 'dddckprcf- 

* fion, tiur^/VA bttng-'toarff jS«5^i7 r-foi^fo th t' ia pp* 

ftle'Cfraiains his 'own^mcdnbig. * PerHaEp^theiword 

Juft^a is onctfufcdJjy-Sn Paul fof^#;/A«£^J.^But 

' twX ^4ocs -not' prove; it 4s -ta 1>e "f o'trnderftood'i»Sfe. 

' P.-'253. « WUbfo^'dotb tbbfe fhingj fialtn&oer fail 

' inta tbtal^apdftafy." ^Howpleafin^ is^hirta'^bfti 

' arid^blood f Buf-DaVid-^feys' faa-fuch' tiWng. -'His 

" mfeaningisi' Wkofi'Sth tbefe tbihgftb'thc'GBAi^Jba/l 

' never faUini&heW 

llicTevfcrith dialogue ii^f all of im^brtant ttutlis. 
Yet fome exprefBons ih' it 1 can't coftnhend. 

P; 289. •«• G«i" fihw^ ihou hdefty' the 'intjuted 

righteoufaeft (rf Chrift." You cannot tHhik,^ this is 

the meaning of the text. Cettainly the wte-thihg^cKir 

'^ LOUD meant-wasi thd Ibvc of"6oD. ' ThirfiWaS'the 

' thing he'iabfeed. 

P. 276. Is'the"^*«friftwr^:bf'e3f^'inftifficicfat 'to 
" deeornpiijb ouf jufttficatfan?'^.<RatIkrI^Q«ld'acft:^'Is 
the death of Cbrifl infufficient to purvhafi it ? 
• P. 281. **llirfaintsViii glory srfHibe fA^^^««fc/f of 
*^ tfeirfrflvationta-the-fttorfof the-Lafafib/'^ 'Sft Bo I ; 
-and yd:i bdievehe ^^oiAaiiKd^for^a^af^^lMIr 
^iil\ratidn*'\ 

Ibid. ** The terms of acceptance for filkfPVkzn 
*'Virexh^^fult^faiiifaBHm icd^ht diWnc'jifticei^ dnd a 
' e6mpletr'c9iifortkity\xi^^'AiyiXicAzwJ^ Thisyoit^iiike 
for glinted j "but rcannbt allow. 

The ttrms of acceptencc fdrfaUen man-are .h;^/- 
' ''atice tLn&foitb. - Rep^f ye^ ^ani^biheve tbe gofpeL 
.> .^ P. ISiSa.' <^'Tberd/arrliufti«>i^nrttdaods'ii4»i»by 
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any can be juftified, either by a perfe^ ebedienct to 
the law, or becaufe Chrift hath kept the law in our 
ftcad.** You (hould fay, or by faith in Chrij:' I 
then anfwer, This is true. Antl fallen man is jufli* 
fed, not by ferfiB obedunce, but by faith. What 
Cbri/l has done is tiie foundation of our juftification-, 
sot the terms or condition of it. 
- lu the eighth dialogue likewife there are many 
great truths, and yet fome things liable to excep* 
tion. 

P. 312. " David GOD himfelf dignifies with the 
imft exalted oi 2l\ charafters." Far, very far from* 
it. Wc have more exalted characters than David's, 
both in the Old Teftament and the New. Such are: 
thofe of Samuel, Daniel, yea, and Job, in the form* 
er ; of . Sl^ Paul and St. John in* the latter. 

*• But God ftilcs him a man after his own heart,**' 
This is the text which has caufed many to miftaker 
for want of cohfidering, firft. That this is faid of 
David in a particular refpeBy not with regard to his 
^ubole cbaraBer : Secondly, The time, at which it 
was fpoken. When was David a man after God'st 
own heart P When GoTi found him fhUerwing the ewes 
great with youngs when he tooi him from the fheep-^ 
fddsf Pfal. Ixxviii. 71. It was in the 2d or 3d year 
of Saul's reign^ that Samuel faid to him, 37>^LoRn 
bath fought him a man after his onvn hearty and hath 
commanded^ him to be captain over his people ^ I Sam. 
xiii . 14.. But . was he ii man after G o d 's own heart 
all his life? or in all particulars? So far from it, 
that we have, few more exceptionable charafters, a- 
mong all the men of God rcc6rdcd in fcripture. 

P. 321 ** There is not a juji man upon earth that 
finneth not^ Solomon might truly fay fo, before 
Chrift came. And St. John might, after he caine, 
fey as truly, Whofoever is born of Go t> Jinneth not. 
" But in many things we offend all,** That St. James 
does not fpesdk.this. of himfelf, or of real Chriftxansf 

B 
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will clearly appear^ to all who impartially confider 
the context. 

The ninth dialogue, proves excellently well, that 
we cannot htjtiftified by our works. 

But have you thoroughly confidered the words 
which occut in the 331ft page i 

<< O children of Adam, you are. no longer obliged^ 
to love God with all your ftrength, nor your neigh- 
bour as yourfelves. Once indeed I inGfted upon ab* 
folute purity of heart: now I can difpenfe with (bme 
degrees of evil defire. Since ChriJP^ — ^has fulfilled 
the law far you^ ** you need not fulfil it. I will con»» 
nive at, yea accommodate my demands to your weak- 
uefs.'* 

I agree with you, that ** this dodlrine makes the 
holy One of God a minifter of fin.** An#»is it not 
your ov(rn ? Is not this the very do£trine which you , 
efpoufe throughout your book ? 

I cannot but except to Teveral pafiages alfo in the 
tenth dialogue. I afk, firft, 

P. 356. *' Does the rigbteoufnefs of God ever 
mean" (as you affirm) «* the merits j^Chrift ?'* I be- 
lieve not once in. all the fcripture. It often means, 
and particularly in the epiftle to the Romans, God's 
method ofjujlifying finners. When therefore you fay. 
Ibid, << The rigbteoufnefs of God means, fuch 
a rigbteoufnefs as may juftly challenge his accept- 
ance," I cannot allow it at aU: and this capital mif- 
take muft needs lead you into many others. But I 
follow you ftep by ftep. 

Ibid* << In order to entitle us to a reward, there 

muft be an imputation of rigbteoufnefs." There 

muft be an intereft in Chrift. And then every man 

Jhall receive his own reward^ according to his own la^ 

hour, 

^' 357- " -^ rebel may he fft^given^ without be- 
ing reftored to the dignity of ^/on" A rebel againft 
an earthly king may; but not a rebel againft God. 
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In the very fame moment that God forgives, we are 
the fons of God. Therefore this is an idle difpute. 
For pardon and acceptance^ though they may be diflin-' 
piifiedy cannot be divided* The words of Job which 
you cite are wide of the queftion* Thofe of Solo- 
mon prove no more than this, (and who denies it Y)^ 
that juftification implies both pardon and acceptance. 

P. 359- " Grace reigneth through righteoufmfs un^^ 
to eternal lifsi** — that is, The free love of God 
brings us, through juftification and fan£lification, 
to glory* P. 346. '* That they may receive forgive'^ 
nefsy emd a lot among the fanElified :^ that is, that 
they may receive pardon, holinefs,. heaven. 

P. 360* << Is not the fadsfadion made by the death 
of Chrifly fufBcient to obtain both our full pardon 
and final 'happinefs?'' Unqueftionably it isj and 
neither of the text^ you cite proves the contrary. 

P. 361. «* If it was requifite for Chrifi to be bap- 
tized, much more to fulfil the moral law." 

I cannot prove that either the one or the other was 
fequifite in order to his purchqfing redemption for us. 

P. 3<52. *^ By Chrijfs fufferings alone, the law 
was not fatisfied." Yes it was \ for it required on- 
ly the alternative, Obey or die. It required no 
man to obey and die too* If any man had perfe<fl« 
ly obeyed, he would not have died. Ilnd. <« Where 
fcripture afcribes the whole of our falvatioa to the 
death of Chrijl^ a part of his humiliation is put for 
the toboleJ^^ I cannot allow this without fome proof. 
''He was obedient unto deaths is no proof at all ; as it 
does not necefiarily imply any more,, than that He 
died m abedience to the Father. In fome texts there 
is a neceffity of taking a part for the whole. But in 
lltefe there. is no fud^ neeefftty. 

P. 365. ** Chrijl undertook to do every thing ne- 
ceffary for our redemption 'J* namely, in a covenant 
made with the Father. 'Tis fure. He did every 
thing heceflary \ but hd^v does it ampear^ that He 
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undertook this bcfdre the foundation of the world, 
and that by a f oCitivc covena/jt between Him and 
the Father ? 

You think this appears from four texts, i. From 
that, Thau gaveft them to Me. Nay, wh-en any be- 
lieve, the Father giv€£ them to Chrift. But this 
proves no fuch previous contraft. 2. God hath laid 
t/pon him the iniquities of us alL Neither dcJes this 
prove any fuch thing. 3. That cxprefRon, l^he 
courtfel of peace fhall be between them^ does not necef- 
•farriy .imply any more, than that both the Father 
Jand the Son would concur in the redemption of 
man. 4. According to the couHfet of his- witly — ^that 
is,*ih the way or method he had chofcn* Thcre- 
ibre neither any of ihefc texts, nor all of them, 
.prove what they were brought to prove. * They do 
by no Tneans prove. That thefe ever was sihy fuch 
covenant made between the Father and thf Son. 

P. 367. " The conditiofis oi the covenant are re^ 
corded* ^ Loy I come ^to do thy nvilJ.'' Nay, here is 
jio mention of any covenant, nor any thing from 
which it can be inferred. "The recompenfe Jli- 
pulated in this glorious Treaty*^ — But I fee not one 
word of the Treaty itfelf. Nor can 1 pioffibly allow 
the cxiflence of it, without far o^her proof than 
this. Ibid, " Another copy of this grand Treaty is 
recorded Ifaiah xlix. from the firft to the iixth verfc." 
I have read them, but cannot find a word about it 
in all thofc vcrfes. They contain neither more not 
lefs than a predi£Hon of the falvation of the Gentiles^ 

P. 3j68. ** By the covenant of works, man was 
bound to obey in his own perfon*^ And io he is un* 
der the covenant of grace ; though not in order to 
his juftification. " The obedience of our Surety is 
accepted inftead of our own" This is neith^er a fafc 
nor a fcriptural way of fpeaking. I would iimply 
■fay, TP^'e are accepted through the Beloved. . W^ h0%» 
redemption ihro^gh^his Mood. v 
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P. 369. "The fecond covenant was not made 
with Adam^ or any of his pofterity, but with Chrijl^^ 
in thofe words, i^he feed of the ivotnan" Jhall hru'tfe 
iheferpenfs head^ For any authority you have from 
thefe words, you might as \^ell have faid, It was 
made with the Holy Ghoft. Thefe wor<Js were not 
fpoken to Chrijt^ but of Himy and give not the lea ft 
intimation of any fuch covenant as you plead for. 
They man ifeftly contain, if not a covenant made 
with, a promife made to Adam and all his pofterity. 

P, 369. " Chrifii we fee, undertook to execute 
the conditions." We fee no fuch thing in this text. 
We fee here only a promife of a Saviour, made by 
God to man. 

P. 370. " 'Tis true, I cannot fulfil the conditions." 
. Tis not true. The conditions of the new cove- 
nant are. Repent and believe. And thefe you can 
fulfil, through Chrijt ftrengthe'ning you. " 'Tis 
equally true, this is not required at my hands." \t 
is equally true, that is, abfolutely falfe. And moft 
dangeroufly falfe. If we allow this, Antinomian- 
. ifm comes in with a full tide. " Chrijl has perform- 
ed all that was condttknary for me** Has he repiuU 
ed and believed for you? You endeavour to evade 
this by faying, " He performed all that was cotidi'- 
tionary in the covenant of works** This is nothing 
to the purpofe ; for we are not talking of that, but 
of the covenant of grare. Now he did net perform 
all that was conditionary in this covenant, unlefs he 
repented and believed. " But he did unfpeakably 
more." It may be fo. But he did not do this. 

P. 375. ** But if ChriJPs perfeB obedience be cur's, 
we have no more need of pardon than Chrijl him- 
fclf.'* The confequence is good. You have dart- 
ed an objeftion which you cannot anfwer. You 
fay indeed, ** Yes, we do need pardon ; for, in ma- 
ny thing; ive offend allJ* What then ? If his ^bedi^ 
ence be ours^ we ftill jierfeBly obey in him-, 
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P. 376. «* Both the branches of the law, the jftr^- 
ceptive and the penal^ in the cafe of guilt contra^ed, 
niuft be fatisfied." Not fo. " ChriJ}^ by his death 
alone, (fo our church teaches), fully fatisfied for the 
fins of the whole world.'* The fame great truth is 
manifeftly taught in the 31ft Article. Is it there- 
fore fair/, is it honeft, for any one to plead the ar- 
ticles of our church in defence of abfolute predefti* 
nation? fecirig the 17th Article bariely rf^/i^x the 
term, without either affirming or denying the thing : 
whereas the 31ft totally overthrows and razes it from 
the foundation. ' 

IMd. " Believers who are notorious tranfgreffbrs 
in themfelvesj have a finlefs obedience in Chrtft^ O 
Siren fong ! pleafing found, to James Wheatly ! 
Thomas TVilltatns ! James Reiley ! 

I know, not one fentence in the eleventh dialogue^ 
which is liable to exception : but that grand doflrine 
of Chriftianity, original fin, is therein proved by 
irrefragable arguments. 

The Twelfth, iikewife, is unexceptionable, and 
contains fuch an illuftration of the wifdom of God, 
in the ftrufture of the human body, as, I believe, 
cannot be parallelled, in either antient or modern 
writers. 

The former part of the thirteenth dialogue is ad- 
mirable* To the latter I have fome objedion. 

P. 538. " Elijah failed in his rcfignation, and 
even Msfes fpakc unadvifedly with his lips." It 
is true: but if you could Iikewife fix fome blot 
upon venerable Samuel and beloved Daniel, it would 
prove nothing. For no fcripturc teaches. That the 
holinefs of Chrifiians is to be meafured by that of 
any Jew, 

P. 540. " Do not the bejt of men frequently feel 
diforder in their aiFe£lions ? do not they often com- 
plain, When I would do good, evil is prefent with 
me /"' I believe not. You and I arc only able to 
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j anfwer for our/elves* • *< Do n6t they iay, JP> ^rip^wi 
fc/«j' burtbenedi — ^with the workings of inbred cor- 
ruption ?" You know, this is not the meaning of 
the text. The whole context ibewsi the caufe of 
. that groaning was their longing to be with Chrift, 
P. 541. « The cure'* of fin « will be pcrfcaed in 
heaven." Nay, furely, in paradifc, if no fooncr. 
« This is a noble prerogative of the beatific vifion,'* 
No : it would then come too late. If fin remains 
in us till the day of judgement, it will remain for 
ever. *« Our pccfcnt bleflidnefs does not confift in 
\x\ng free from Jin ** I really think it does. But 
whether it does or no, if we are not free frem ftn^ 
we are not Chriftian believers. For to all thefe the 
apoftle declares, Being made jree from fm^ ye are be^ 
come the fervants of righteoufnefsy Rom. vi. 18. 

Ibid. *' If we were perfeft in piety (St. Johffs 
word is, FerfeEl in love) ChriJFs prieftly office would 
be fupcrfeded.'* No : we (hould ftill need his fpirit 
(and confequently his interceffion ) forthe continuance 
of that love from moment to moment. Befide, we 
fliould dill be encompafTed with infirmities, and li* 
able to miftakes, from which words or anions might 
follow, even though the heart was 2^11 love, which 
were not exaftly right. Therefore, in all thefe re- 
fpeds, we (hould ftill have need of ChriJFs prieftly 
office : and therefore, as long as he remains in the 
body, the greatcft faint may fav, 

Every moment, Lerdy t need 
The merit of thy death. 
The text cited from Exodus aflerts nothing lefs 
than, That iniquity <* cleaves to all our holy things 
till death.'* 

Ibid. "Sin remains. That the righteoufnefs of 
faith may have its due honour." And will the righ- 
teoufnefs of faith have its due honour no longer 
than fin remains in us ? Then it muft remain, not 
only on earth and in paradife^ but in heaven alfor-- 
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<< And the fanfbiiicsttion of the Spirit its proper e- 
ftcem." Would it not have more efteem, if it 
were a pcrfeft work ? 

'^ P. 542. " It (fm) will make uslowlydn our own 
eyes." What, will pride iHake us Jowly? Surely 
the utter dcfftruftion- of pride, would do this more^ 
e{Fe£lually. ".It will make us companionate.'^ 
Would not an entire renewal in the image of God 
make us much more fo ? " It will teach us to ad-* 
mire the riches of grace." Yea, but a fuller expe- 
rience o£ it, by a thoifough fan£lificatioa of fpirit, 
foul and body, will make us admire it more. " It 
will reconcile .us to death." Indeed it will not : nor 
will any thing do this, like perfedi love. ■ 

P. 544. " It will endear the blood and interceffion 
of Chrjfi" Nay, thcfc can never be fo. dear to any, 
as to thofe who experience their full virtue, who 
are ^ifed with the fulntfi of God, . Nor can . any 
" feel their continual need" of Chrj/f, or « rely on 
'him" in the manner which thefe do. 

Vat II. Dialogue XIV. P. 10. « The claims o£ 
the law are all anfwered." If fo, count Zinzendorf 
is abfolutely in the right : neither God nor man can 
claim my obedience to it. Is not this Antinomian- 
ifm without a mafk ? 

P. !!.•<* Your fins are expiated through the 
death of Chrijiy and a righieoufnefs given yopiy by 
which you have free accefs to God.\ Thi^ is not 
fcriptural language. I woUld (imply hy^'By him 
we have accefs to the Father* 

There are many other expreOions in this dialogue, 
to which I have, the fame objeftion, namely, i. 
That they are unfcriptural, 2. That they dire<5ily 
iead to Antinomianifm. » 

The firft letter contains fome very ufcful heads of 
felf-examination. In the fecond, 

P. 45. I read, ** Thei^ is, a righieoufnefs which 
fupplies all., that the creature needs* To prove this 
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momentous point, isthe defign of the following iheets.'' 

I havfi feen fuch terrible efiefls of this unfcriptuv 
TStl way of fpeaking, evem on thofe %vho had. once 
clean efcaped from the pollutions of the vsorld^ that I 
xrannot but earneftly wifh, you would fpeakt no o» 
therwife than do the oracles of. God. ..Certainly 
this mode of expre/Jlen \% not momonims* It is always 
dangermiSy oitizn fataL 

Letter IIL P., 48* /f Where fifx .abounded,., grace 
did much more akottnd : that as Jin had reigned unto 
death, fo might grace — the free love of God — rtign 
through righteoufnefs, through our jUllificatian and 
(an£^ification, unto eternal li/t, ^! Kom, v. 20. 21. 
This is the plain naturah meaning of the words. It 
does not appear, that one word is fpoken liere a- 
bout imputed righteoufnefs : neither in the paflages 
cited in the next page, from the common-prayer 
and the article. In the homily likewife that pbrafe 
is not found at all^ and the main ftrefs is laid on 
ChrifPs Jbedding. his blood. > Nor is the phrafe (con*- 
ceming xki^ thing there is noqueftion) fputid in any 
part of the homilies. 

P. 56. " If the fathers are not explicit with re- 
gard to the imputation of aBive rightedlifiiefs, thc'y 
abound in paflages which evince the fubftitution of 
Chrift in. our ftead : paiTages which difclaim *all de- 
pendence on any duties of our own, and fix our 
hopes wholly on the merits of ^our Saviour. When 
this is the cafe, I am very little folicitous about any 
particular forms of expreJfionP O lay afide then 
thofe ijueftionable, 'dangerous forms, and keep clofe? 
ly to the fcripturaL 

Letter IV. p. 60. /* The authority of our church 
and of thofe eminent divines," does not touch thofe 
particular forms of exprejffloh : neither do any of the 
texts which you rafter ward cite. As to the doc- 
trine we are agreed. 

P.~ 61, ff The^ righteoufnefs of God fignifics,'the 
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righteoufnefs which God-man wrought out." No* 
It fignifies God's method of juftifjring finners. 

. P. 6a. " The vi£liai8 figured the expiation by 
Chnft*s death, the cloathing with ikins, the imputa^ 
Hon of his righteoufnefs.'' That does not appear. 
Did not the one rather figure our Juflification^ the 
other, our fandification ? 

P. 64* Almoft every text quoted in this and the 
following letter, in fupport oi that parUcular form 
vf txprejion^ is diftorced above meafure from the 
plain, obvious meaning, which is pointed out by 
the context. I fball inftance in a few, and juft iet 
dawn their true meaning, without any farther re- 
marks. 

I^. 65. To Aevf^ unto man bis uprigbtmfs. To con- 
vince him of God's juftice, in fo punifliing him. 

P. 68. Yi&Jball receive the bleJing-^^xAon-—from 
the Lord^ and ri^teoujnefs — ^holinefs— ^/rorn the God 
wf hie fal%>atwn^^-^i^t God who faveth him both from 
^be guilt and from the power of fin. 

Ilnd. I will make mention of thy r^hteoirfnefs on/y,-*-^ 
Of thy mercy. So the word frequently means in 
the Old Teftament* So it unqueitionabiy means in 
that text, In (or by) thy righteoufnefs fbaU they he ex^ 
mited. 

P. 70. Zion fhall he redeemed with judgemert^-*- 
after fevere panifhment«-^a/74^ her converts with righ^ 
tewfnefs-^vr'iih the tender mercy of God, following 
that puiiiihcnent. 

P. 7 1. In (or through) the Lord*/ have righteoufnefs 
^mdftrengthj )uftificatioii and fan£iification% P. 72* 
He hath clothed me with the garments tf falvation^"^ 
faved me from the guilt and power <& fin : both of 
which are again expreiled by, He hath covered me 
with the roke <f righpeoufnefs. 

P. 73. JMy rightHufnefs — tsxY ^^tuttcj^^fhaii na h 
aholi/hed, 

r* 75. To make reconciliation for iniquit y^io a* 
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tone fctr all bur fins, — atiJ U bring in tverhfting rights' 
eoufnsfs^ fpotlefs holinefs into our fouls. And tlii^ 
rightcoufnefs is not buman^ but divine. It is the 
gift and the work of God. 

P. 76. The Lord our rigbteoufnefs — The author 
both of our jufiification and fandification. 

P. 87. << What righteoufnefs ihall give us peace 
at the laft day, inherent or imputed ?" Both* 
Cbrift died for us and lives in us, that we may have 
holdnefs in the day of judgements 

Letter V. p* 91* That have obtained like precious 

faith through the righteoufnefs — the mercy -'^ of our 

Loud* Seek ye the kingdom of Gon and his rights 

eoufnefs — the holinefs which fprings from God 

reigning in you. 

P. 94. Therein is revealed the righteoufnefs of Go J}- 
—•God's method of juftifying finners. 

P. 96. ** We ejtdblijh the lawj as we expeA 
no faivation without a perfect conformity to it— 
namely, by Chrift." Is not this a mere quioble? and 
a qnibble, which, after all the laboured evafions of 
Witfius and. a thoufand more, does totally make void 
the lava ? But not fo does St. Paul teach. Accord- 
ing to him. Without holinefs, ftrfonzl holinefs, no- 
man Jtall fee the Lord. None who is not hinfelf 
conformed to the law of God. htref Jhall fee the 
Lord in glory. 

This is the grand, palpable 6hje&ion to that 
whole fcheme. It direSly makes void the law. It 
makes thoufands* content to live and die tranfgrejbrs 
ofthelazvf becaufe C^r^ fulfilled it for them. There- 
fore,, though I believe, he hzth lived and died for me, 
yet I would fpeak very tenderly and fparingly of the 
former, (and never, feparately from the latter), even 
as fparingly as do the fcriptures, for fear of >this 
dreadful confquence. 

P. 99. " The gift of righteoufnefs muft fignify a 
righteoufiiefs not their <)wn." Yes, it figmfies the 
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righteoufnefs or hoiinefs^ which God gtires to amd 
works in them. 

P. IOC. *< The obidunee ofom is Chrijfs a£lual per- 
formance of the whole law." So here his paflion is 
fairly left out! Whereas his becoming obedient unte 
death f that is, dying for man, is certainly the chief 
part, if not the whole which is meant by that ex* 
prellion. 

* Ibid. ** That th^ righteoufnefs of the law might be 
fulfilled in us — ^That is, by our reprefentative in our 
nature. Amazing ! But this, you fay, ** agrees with 
the tenor of the apoftle's arguing. For he is demon- 
ftrating we cannot be juflified by our own confor- 
mity to the law." No : not here. He is not fpeak« 
ing here of the caufe of our juftification, but the 
fruits of it. Therefore that unnatural fenfe of his 
words does not at all << agree with the tenor of his 
arguing." 

-P. lot. I totally deny the criticifm on J^iKMoavm 
and J^iKetMfjut,, and cannot conceive on what authori- 
ty it is founded. O how deep an averfion to inward 
hc^inefs does this fcheme naturally create ? 

P. 103. <^ The righteoufnefs they attained could 
not be any perfonal righteoufnefs." Certainly it was. 
It was implanted as well as imputed. 
^ P. 107. ".For infhruBion in righteoufnefs j in the 
righteoufnefs of Chrifir Was there ever fuch a 
comment before } The plain meaning is. For train^ 
ing up iu holinefs of heart and of life. 

P. 108. He fball convince the ivorld of righteoufnefs 
—That I am' not a (inner, but innocent and holy. 

P. III. ** That we might be -made the righteoufnefs 
qfGoT> in him. Not intrinfically, but imputatively." 
Both the one and the other.. God, through him, firft 
accounts and then makes us righteous. Accordingly, 

P. 115. The righteoufnefs which is of Go D by faith, 
is both imputed and inherent. 

P. I x6. ^ My faith &xt9 oh both the ma-iiorious 
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liff anS niming death of Cbrijt*" Here, we clearly 
agree. .Hold then to this^ and never talk of the 
former Mrk}K>u:t the latter. If you do, you cannot 
fey, " Here we arc expofed to no iiazard.'' Yes,, 
you ace io an exceeding great on€ ; even the hazard 
of living and dying without liolinsfs. And then 
we aceioft for evpr. 

The (ixth letter contains an admirahle account of 
the earth and its atmofphere, and comprizes abun- 
dance bf fenfe in a narrow compafsj and expreflcd 
in beautiful language* 

P. 143. Grems have " a feat on the virtuous fair 
one's bread.'' I cannot reconcile thisjvith St. PauL 
He lays, Not with pearls ; by a parity of reafon:, inot 
with diamonds* But in all things I perceiye, yon are 
too favourable, both to the deftre of the Jkjb and the 
df^re rftbe eye. You are a gentk cafuift as to every fejf- 
induJgence which a plentiful fortune can fjpriufliu 

P. 148. ** Our Saviour's obedience'* — ^O fay, with 
the good old Puritans, our Saviour's d^thm merits. 
"We fwarm with Antinomiaus on every fide. Why - 
are you at fuch pains to increafe their, number ? 

P. 162. ^^ m<mtb Jball JbfiVi forib thy ri^Heovf- 
mfs and thyJalvatim^-^-Thy. n^iercy which brings my 
falvation. 

The eighth letter is an excellent defcriptLoti of tlie 
fuprenxe grcatnefs of Chriji. I do not obferve one fen* 
tence in it, which I cannot chearfuUy fublcxibe to. 
The ninth letter, containing a defcription of the 
fea, with^various inferences deduced therefrom, is 
likewife a maAer-piece, for juftnels of {entiment, 
as well as beauty of language. But I doubt whether 
^^ mere JsriwpSy^ P. 2i&- be not too low an ex-' 
predion ; and whether you might not as well have 
faid nothing iof <' cod^ the fiamUng repgft of Lent $'' 
or concerning ^* the exquifite relifh of turbot, or 
t^e adeliciQufnefe €f ^?^r^^«," P. 223. Are not fucli 
obfervations beneath the dignity of a minifter of 1 
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Chrifl ? I have the fame doubt concerning what is 
faid (p. 241.) of ^< delicately-flavoured tea^ finely- 
fcentcd coffee: the friendly bowl^ the pyramid of !• 
talian figs, and the piftacia'^nvLt of ^leppo*^ Befide 
that the mentioning thefe in fuch a manner is a 
llrong encouragement of luxury and fenfuality. And 
does the world need this ? the Engl'tjh in particular ? 
— Si non infaniunt fatis fua fponte^ inftiga* 

Letter 10. p. 251. •< Thofe treafurcs which fpfing 
from the imputation of Chrijt*j righteoufnefs.^* Not 
a word of his atoning blood P Why do fo many men 
love to fpcak of his rightcoufnefs, rather than liis 
atonement? I fear, becaufe it affords a fairer excufe 
for their own unrighteoufnefs. To ciit off this, is 
it not better to mention both together? at leaft ne« 
ver to name the former without the latter ? 

P. 267. << Faith is a perfuafion that Chrifi has 
ihed his blood for me^ and fulfilled all rightcoufnefs 
in my ftead!^ . I can by no means fubfcribe to this 
definition. There are hundreds, yea thoufands of 
trjue believers, who never once thought, one way 
or the other, of Chriji^s fulfilling all rightcoufnefs 
in their flead. I perfonally know many who to this 
very hour have no idea of it ; and yet have each of 
them a divine evidence and conviftion, Cbrift loved 
tney and gave himfelf for me. This is St. PauPs ac- 
count of faith : and it is fufficient. He that thus 
believes, is juftified. 

P. 269. " It is zfure means of purifying the heart, 
and never fails to work by love." It furely purifies 
the heart--^if we abide in it ; but not if we dratv 
back to perdition. It never fails to work by love, 
while it continuifS ; but if itfelf fall, fareWel both 
love and good M'orks. 

« Faith is the hand which receivcs^all that is laid 
up in Chrifi*^ Confequently, if we make fbipwreck 
of the faiths how much fo ever is laid up in Chrifi^ 
£rom that hour we receive nothing. 
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Letter II. p. 27b: ** Faith \n the imputed ri^h^ 
teoufnefs of Chrift^ is a fundamental principle in the 
go^el." If fo, what becomes of all thofe who 
think nothing about imputed righUoufnefs ? How 
many who are full of faith and love, if this be true, 
muft perifti everlaftingly ? 

P. 282. *<^Thy hands muft urge the way of the 
deadly weapon, through the fhivering fleih, till it 
be plunged in the throbbing heart." Are not thefc 
defcriptions far too- ftrong ? may they not occafion 
unprofitable reafonings in many readers ? 

J^le ptierum coram populo Medea trucidet. 

Ibid. "How can htjujiify it to the world?" Not 
at all. Can this then jujiify his faith to the world ? 

P. 290, 291. ** You take the certain way to ob- 
tain comfort; the rightoufncfs of Jffi^s Chriji.* 
What, without the atonement ? Strange fondnefs 
for an unfcriptural, dangerous mode of eMpreJJion ! 

P. 292. « So the nnierits of Chrifi zrc derived to 
all the faithful." Rather the fruits of the Spirit : 
which are.likewife plainly typified by the oil in Z«- 
chariaFs viGon. 

P. 297. " Has the law any demand ? It muft go 
to him for fatisfaftion. Suppofe, ** Thou ftialt love 
thy neighbour as thyfelf." Then / am not obliged 
to love my neighbour. Chrijl has fatisfied the lie- 
mand of the Itlw for me. Is not this the very quint- 
eflence of Antinomianifm ? 

P. 298. ** The righteoufnefs wrought out by fe- 
fus Chriftf is wrought out for all his people y to be the 
caufe of their juftification, and the purchafi of their 
falvation. The righteoufnefs is the cauf^, the pur- 
chafe." So the death of Chnft is not fo much ^ 
named ! " For all his people." But what be(?Qmes 
of all other people? They muft inevitably perifli for 
ever. The die wa» caft, ere ever they were in be- 
ing. The dodrine to pafs them hy^ has 
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Confign'd their unborn fouls to hell, 

And damn'd them from their mother's womb ! 

I could fooner be a Turk, a Deift, yea an Atheift* 
than' I could believe this. It is lefs abfurd to deny 
the very being of God, than to make him an al- 
j nighty tyrant. 

P 306. " The whole world and all its feafons, 
;iTe rich with our Creator's goodnefs. Hi^ tender 
mercies are over all his works." Are they over the 
hulk of mankind ? Where is his goodnefs to the 
jion-eIe£l ? How arc his tender mercies over themf 
*« His temporal bleffirfgs are given tQ thethJ^ But 
i.re they to them bleffings at all ? Are they not. all 
curfes? lioes nCt God kno'w they are? thit they 
v\'ill onljr incrCafe their damnation ? Doei not hd 
defi^n they fhould ? And this you qtlA goodnefs ! xim 
is tender tjiercy! 

P. 309. " May W6 not difcern pregnant pr6ofsof 
goodnefs, iii each individual cbjeft ?* No j on youif 
ichenie, not a fpatk of it, in this world of the rtext, 
to the far greater part of the work of his own hands? 

P. 324. "Is Ggd a generous benefa£ior to thd 
meaneft animals, to the loweft reptiles i And will 
he deny my friend what is nececfT^ry to his prefent 
comfort, and his final acceptance ?'* Yea, will he de- 
ny it to ^ny foul that he has made ? Would you de- 
ny it to any, if it were in your power ? 

But if you lov^d whom God abhorr'd. 
The fervant were above his Lord. 

• P, 3 2 7. The ivedding'garment here means holinefs. 

P* 330* .** This is his tender complaint, They luiU 
not ct>m£ Mxito me !** Nay, that is not the cafe ; they 
cafimt. He himfelf ha« decreed, not to give them 
that grace without which their coming is impoffibk ! 

P. ^31. « The grand end which God ptopofes^ 
in all-his-favotiraibie difpenfations to fallen man, is- 
ta demonftrate the fovercignty of his grace." Not 
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fo : to impart b^ppinefa to hift creatntes, is hta grand 
end herein. << B^velj to demonftrate his fovereign- 
ty," is a principle of »£);ioo 6t for the great Turk, 
not the moil hig]^ God. 

P. 332. " God hath pleafurc in the profperity of 
his fervants. He is a houndlefs ocean of good." 
Nay, that ocean is far from boundlefs, if it wholly 
paifes by nine-tenths of mankind. 

P. 334. " You cannot fuppofe God would enter 
into a frefli covenaot with a rebel." I both fuppofe 
and know he did. ^ God made the new covenant 
with Cbrtfif and charged bsm with the performance 
oC the conditions.'^ I deny both thefe afiertions, 
which are the central 'point wherein Calvinifna and 
Antinomianifm meet. << / iavf made a covenant 
toitb my ehofen*^ — ^Namely, with David my fervants 
So 'God htmfelf explains it. 

P. 358. ** He will wafh you in the blood which 
atones, and inveft you with the righteoufnefs which 
jttllifies*^ Why ibould you thus continually put 
afander , what God ha§ joined ) 

P. 474. " God htmfelf at the laft day pronoun* 
ces them righteous, bccaufe they are interefted in 
the obedience of the Redeemer.'' Rather, becaufe 
they arewaflied in hi&bloo4>and renewed by his Spirit. 

Upon the whole, I cannot but wiAt, that the plan 
of thefe dialogties had been executed in a different 
manner. McA of the grand truths of Chrifliauity 
are herein both explained and proved with great 
ftrength and deameia. Why was any thing inter- 
mixed, which could prevent any feripus Chriilian's 
recommending them to all mankind? any thing 
which muft neceflarily render them exceptionable, 
to fo many thouf^inds of the children of God ? In 
praftlcal writings I ftudioufly abftain from the very 
ihadow of controverfy. Nay, even in controvcrfial, 
I do not knowingly write one line, to which any 
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but my opponent would 'obje£i. For opinions (hall. 
I deftroy the work of Gpd i then am I a bigot in- 
deed. Much more, if I would not drop any mode- 
hf exprejjionj rather than ofFehd either Jew or Gen- 
tile, or the church of God. I am, 

With great fincerity. 
Dear Sir, 
Your a£Fe£lionate brother and fervant, 

J. W. 
I have but one thing^ more to add, which is, con- 
cerning the feafonahUnefs of the fo^^owing publica- 
tion. It may, perhaps, be thought a needlefs revi- 
val of a difpute, which happened long ago, and 
which is now probably forgotten. In anfwer to 
which, I can aiTure the reader, that the above is , 
printed from an edition of the Prefervativey now 
on fale at the Foundery. The feafinahlentfs of this- 
publication is therefore apparent; for though my 
brother died December 25. 17J8, the contrpverfy^ 
did by no means die with him, but ftill fubfifts in 
the daily publication and fale of the Prefervativey 
which alfo comes with a fpecial * recommendation 
from Mr. Wellcy^ into the hands of all his preach- 
ers, to be by them firft ** carefully rcad^ then to be 
recommended and explained to the feveral focicties where 
they labour ^ So that the controverfy is, in the moft 
effeftual ii^anner, daily and liourly kept alive by 
Mr. Wefley himfelf. This proves very fuificiently 
the feafonahUnefsj and, a« things have happened, the- 
expediency^ of the prefent appearance oi the follow* 
ing letters in public. How per-tinent an anfwer dvy 
contain to Mr. Weflcy^s objeaion*, is now to be 
left to the confideration of the candid reader.. 

Ikcember $, f;64«. 

W. Hervey. 

* See thp laft psracrr'pb nf n trart, rntitled, Re.tjor/s th^am/i 
feparation fromtf)e.cifunb of England. PriLted alio in the I^re- 

ftrvjtiva, p. 237. 
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Mr. JOHN WESLEY. 




L E T T E R L 

R E V. S I Ry 

I Received the letter you mention^ containing rer 
marks on the dialogues between Thtron zn&Afi' 
pafio. As, after a cardftil perufal, I faw very little 
res^on to alter my fentimentg, I laid afidc your epif- 
tle without returning an anfwer, in hopes that my 
filence (which it feems you miilook for obftinacy) 
would moft emphatically fpeak my advice ; whicb^ 
J^ad it been expreiled more plainly, would have been 
delivered in the apoftle's words, < That ye ftudy,' 
or make it your ambition, * to be quiet *.* 

Since you have, by printing thefe remarks, Aim- 
moncd me,^though reluftant, to the bar of the pub- 
lic, it fhould feem, that I ought not to difcredit 
< the truth once delivered to the faints,' by a timid 
filcnce J and I am the more willing to aufwcr fof 

• 1 Thcf. iv.ir. ^thffTiy&ia^dU a beautiful word, rich Trith 
meaning, and not adequately ti anliated by * MaTcc it your am- 
^ bUion/ ftill t^re inadequateiy by our cornmon verfion. 
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myfelfy as I have now ihe privilege of an unpreju- 
diced jiidgCj and an iizipartial jury.-*^If my defence ' 
fbould be loft on my opponent, it may poflibly trukt 
feme ufeful impreilions on the court, and candid 
atidience. However, I will not abfolutely defpatr 
of convincing Mr. Wefley himfelf, becaufe.it is 
wxitten, < Give admonition to a wife man, and he 
^twill yet be wifer *.' - On fome very momentous 
and interefting points, I may probably be a little 
more copious tl^n the ftri£k laws of argument de- 
mandf in order to exhibit fome of the great truths 
of the gofpel, in fo dear a light, that > he may run 
< who readeth them ;' in fo amiable and imuking a 
light, that the. believer may rejoice in them, and the 
fianer may long for them« For (uch digrei&ons» 
I pfomife myfelf an eafy pardon, both from your- 
felf and. the reader. 

Thus you open the debate \ " In the fecond dia* 
'*^ logue, is not the defcription often too laboured, 
« the language too ftifF and afFefted ?" I muil <:on- 
£efs. Sir, this animadvesfion feemcf to be as juft, a« 
the praife which you have here aa;id elfewhere be- 
flowed, appears to be lavifli; the former, if not 
more pl^fing, may be no lefs ferviceable than the 
latt#r. For both, I acknowledge myfelf your debt- 
or ;. and if ey^r I a^ttempt any thii^ mpre in the ca- 
pacity of an authc^, I will be fure to keep my eye 
fixed on the caution you have given* 

I Wi forry that the ^ext words bring on a com- 
plaint, fo cbfe. to my acknowledgement. " You cite ^ 
<< the pages aceotxiing to the Duhlin edition, having ' 
<^ wrote the rougji draught of what follows in Ire« 
<< latjid." But &ould you not, w. complaifance to 
your veaders on this fide the water, have referred 
to the pages of the £agUQi ^diitioQ i For w-ant of 

♦ Prow* ix. 9. The otigiiial pbraie W only in Glve^ which 
niay figriify, Give admoMon^ as well as (what our vcrfibn has 
fuppofe^) inpru^itn, , 
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fttch referencei there is hardly diilin&ion enoughi 
in fome places, to know which are your Word<| and 
which are Afpafio's.-^Should you not alfo, in juf- 
ticcto the author, before you tranfcribed the rourh 
draught for the prefs, have confuhed the laft edi^ 
tion of his work ? Which yon well knew wai not 
the copy, from which the ittih impreffion was tak^ 
en, yet might reaffonably fuppofe to be the leaft in- 
accurate. 

When I read your next paragraph, I am ibr uck 
with reverence, I am aihamed and almoft aftoniOied, 
at the liinienefs of 4jhe preceesding obfevvations; Stiffs 
'»e& of ftyle, and a tnott^fand fucH tribes, what and 
ehey all compared with jujltfiaahn before thi* infi* 
nite and immortd GOD ? This is a fobjed that 
commands our mxA awful regard, a bleffing that 
fiiould engage' our whole atteneion. As this is the 
grand article to come under our confidefation, I 
wottld defire to -maintain an: hiceSbtit dependeiisee 
on thedivine SPfRlT, that my thoughts^ may be in^ 
flnenced, dn^ my ^en guided: by the wifddm Which 
eomefh from atevej that i ifnay neither pervert thd 
fmth, by any^erroneous repreientations, nor difto-» 
nour it ^y an unohriftian temper. It would be eafy 
to make ufe o( Utter fatira, and difdamful ircny, 
the GOiit€roptuo«k« f^e>, or the indignant f rown.-*^ 
And indeed. Sir, you have laid yourfelf - opea to e<* 
tery attack of this ki^d : but thefe are-not the wea« 
pons of a Ghriftian's warfare. ' 

— — Non defenfirihus ifiis. 

We are to give a reafon of the hope that is in us, 
* with meeknefs and fear ;' iw^^i«#^, with regard to 
thofe who interrogate or oppofe us ; ftur^ with re« 
gard to HiH, wbofe caufe we plead, and whofe eye 
is ever upon> us. ^ Is juftification,** you fay, « more 
« or lefs, than GOD'S pardoning and acceptmg a 
« fmnpr, through the merits of CHRIST ?" I foECwe- 
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what wonder, Sir, that you (hould afk this queftion, 
when it is profefiedly anfwered by Afpafio, who has 
prefented you with a very circumftantial definition 
of juftification, explaining it, eilabliihing it, and ob- 
viating feveral objedions advanced againft it. If you 
would animadvert with fpirit and force, or indeed 
to any confiderabie purpofe, ihould you not lay open 
the impropriety of this definition, fhewing, from 
reafon and fcripture, that it is neither accurate nor 
orthodox ? 

At pages 57> 5?- the Tcader may fee Afpafio's ac- 
count of juftiGcation, and find the words imputa<- 
tion andrighteoufnefs of Chrift, particularly explain- 
ed : the btter denoliing, " all the various inftances 
** of his a£iive and paffive obedience :" accordingly 
it is aflSrmed (page 58.) " The pui^iflimeht we de- 
« ferved, he endures; the obedience wliich we ow- 
«« ed, he fulfils." — ^What Afpafio here profeflcs to 
under ftand by jthe ri^teoufneis of CHRIST> the ten- 
der is' particularly requefteditb beair in his memory^ 
that hebe:not mifled.^by Mr. Wcfiey, who often 
forgets it, and complains, when th» rightepufnefs 
of Chrift is mentioned, that his pena^ fufferings are 
quite omitted. I W9uld not wifl), Sir» lo havie si 
plainer proof, that you do not difeard the aQive, 
th^n ACpafio has hereby.given, that.he neyer excludea 
the paffive. . . . 

.. By your gucftion, you hint a diflike, yet without 
informing us what it is, pr wherein Afpafio'silluf- 
trations and proofs are deficient. You propofe, and 
only propofe, another definition. Well then, to. dif- 
fer frbm you as little as pofiible^ nay, t6 agree with 
you, as far as truth will permit ; fince you are fo 
lotli to admit of our reprefentation, we will accede 
to yours; efpecially if it be fomewhat explained, and 
a little improved. ' For indeed the words, in their 
prefcnt form, are rather too vague to conftitute »ny 
definition. Pardoning and accepting may happea to 
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be only diverfiSed expreffions of the fame idea. The 
i»m/^£/'CHRIST will certainly comport, either with 
Popiih or Socinian notions. ' It abounds in writers 
of the former fort, "and it is to ht found in the lat- 
ter. Therefore, to be- more explicit, — hy pardoning^ 
Imcan^ GOD'S acquitting a finner from guilt of ev- 
very kind, and of every degree. By accepting^ I 
mean ft ill' more, GOD'S receiving him into full fa» 
vour, confidering and treating him as righteous, yea 
perfeSIy and gloriouily righteous. — By the merits cf 
CHRIST, I would always be fuppofed to fignify, his 
a^ive and paffive obedience, all that he wrought^ 
and all that he fuffered, for the falvation of man« 
kind *. Interefted in all this, the believer enters 
into the divine prefence, and ftands before the di- 
vine MAJESTY.— Not like David's ambaffadors, 
ftcalin^ thcmfc4ves into Jericho j fafe indeed, but with 
die marks of Ammonitifli infults on their perfons : 
he rather enters like that illuftrious exile, Jbteph, 
into the prefence^ of Pharaoh, when his prifon-gar- 
ments were taken from^him, and he was arrayed in 
« veftures of fine linen,' meet for the (houldcrs of 
thofe who appeared before kings. With this expli- 
cation I am content that your definition take place 
of mine f . I -would farther obferve, that you have 

* The merits of CHRtST \% certainly an ambiguous pVrare, and 
what I can by no means admire; but as it occurs in Mr. Wef^ 
ley*s letter, and in mi ny valuable writers, 1 have, led by their 
example, u(ed it in tbe foi lowing debate, flill underftanding 
it, and ftiil \i\\ng if, in the fenfe eaplained above. 

f To grafffy Mr. Wefley, I have admitted his phrafc, ** the 
meriti of CHRIST*' 'i»o*, as it is a phrafc of dubious inaport^ 
afid what aimed any fed orhercfy v. ill fubfA-ribe, lihould much 
fcioiicr chuff to abide by Afp Go*s ]an^'uat>,e. .And why fiiouid 
we not al! fpeak with the fcriptnres? Why (bould we not ufe 
the expreJTions of the apoftle > He fayv juftffied bj the blood of 
CHRIST \ be (9fiiyma^e ritghttous bj theobedienee ofCHiUST. Whca 
thercFi»re we fay^ Sinners are pardon'^d and ace pted 'hrough 
the blood, and thmufth the obedience *)f CHRIST, w6 have a 
warrant for our doiftrne, whith is indisputable ; anjj a. prece- 
dettt^ Mir ktiagvage^ w^ich is «nexi:eptioaable. 
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dropt tbc word inipu^ed,whicii mdines me to fufpcA» 
you would caihkr the thing. But let me afk. Sir, 
how can we be juftified by the merits of CHRIST, 
unleCs they are imputed to us ?. Would the payment 
made by a furety, procure a difcharge for the debt- 
GT} unless it was placed to his account ? It is cerr 
tain> the facriiices of old could not make an atone- 
ment, unlefs they were imppted to each offerer re- 
fpcfiively. This was an ordinance fettled by JEHO- 
VAH himfelf *. And were not the facrificcs, was 
not their imputation typical pf CHRIST, and things 
pertaining to CHRIST ? the former prefiguring his 
all-fufficient expiation,the latter (hadowing forth the 
way whereby we are partakers pf its efficacy. The 
righteoufnefs (not the r^hteoufnefs and olx^dicnce, 
Afpafio fpeaks ptherwife) which CHRIST performed 
is reckoned by GOD as our own. This you call an 
ambiguous expreilion; but, if confidered, in con^ 
junction with the foregoing and following enlarge- 
ments, I ihould think it can hardly deferve the 
charge. AfpaGo all along labours to be underftood. 
In this place he more fully opens his meanii^g, by 
giving another view of the nature, and by fpecifying 
the jeffefts of imputation. The naturey-^ix. being 
the fame as placing to our account fomething not 
our own \. The gf^^J",— CHRIST'S righteoufnefs, 
tl^us placed to our account, being as effectual for 
obtaining our falvation, as if it was our own perfonal 
qualification |, To the latter you exprefly agree, 
to the former you make i^o objection : to the whole 

* Lev. vii. 1 8. Mf any of the fleOi af the iacrifice of bis 
^ peace-ofFerififf^ l>e earcn at all on the third day. It fliuU not t»e 
* accepted, neither Omil it be i reputed unto him that oiFere^b it.* 
It ihall not be MCceplM: why? For this reafon, becaufe it (ball 
not be iwfutei, A pUiu iadica(iofi,. tbat th« latter is the ^ainfe * 
of the former. That without tm(>uMhn^ whether it be of the 
typical or real fadrifice, the bjbod of the beafl or the de^th of 
CHRIST, there is no jicoeptance. ^ 

t Theron aad AfpafiO^ p. 64.. i . . .i.Wd^ Pn<^« » - 
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dodlrine, thus explained, yoa elfewiiere declare your 
aflent. . r 

If in all this wc may depend upon you, Sir, muft 
wc not feel an alarming fhock at ycTur adjuration in 
tlie next paragraph ? 

« For CHRIST'S fafce do not.'' What ? Surely no- 
thiog lefs can excite or juftiTy this vehement ex« 
chiniation, but the obtrufion. of fome do<Slrine, that 
b moft glaringly falfe and abfblutely daAisaMe. 
Shall we havie fuch a folemn firing, fuch a thunder 
of explofion, only to fllence a particular phrafe ? 
In another perfon this would look like profane levi- 
ty ; in Mr. Wefley, the fofteft appellation we can 
give it, is idle pomp. — All this clamour merely a- ^ 
gainil words ! words too, the explication of which, 
and the dodrine contained in them, yourfeif allow. 
Dear Sir, what is a word or a phrafe ? Can it do 
either good or harm, bot as conveying right or 
wrong fentiments ? Will the mere pronouncing or 
hearing of a word (be it abracadabra^ or higgajon 
fclahy or imputed) without its idea, poifon the pf in.* 
ciples of men, and induce them to work ail unclean^ 
ntfs fidth gr/fdinefi ? As you have been firing with* 
out an enemy, (Afpaflo is owned for an nlly,) fo 
you feem to be triumphing without a viSiory. A^- 
pafio's charity for thofe who are difgufted at the cx« 
preffion, and have no explicit knowledge, of the 
doctrine, is guarded by the words immediately fol- 
krwing^ — « yet live imder the belief of the truth, 
" and in the exercife of the duty," as wall as by 
the annexed defcription of the perfons, and their 
temper ; who are far enough from fancying, that if 
they may but be pardoned for the fake of CHRIST, 
they can obtain the divine favour, and a title to fu- 
ture bappinefs, by their own good behaviour. 
Hence it wilh appear,' that he has been too cautious, 
to part with the very thing for which he is con- 
tendii:>g. And this is more abundantly evident from 

D 
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thje clofe of his' charitable paragraph, wherein, tho* 
he allows fuch people to be fafe ^ yet he laments 
their'embarrafs, and their deficiencyinlightyftrength, 
atfd confolationlt " The phrafe is not fcriptural.**^ 
— Suppofe it were not, this would aiibrd but a flight 
reafon, for fo paflionate an out-cry : however, this 
is certain, St. Paul ufes the phrafe, * GOD im^u* 
* teth *,' and * that righteoufnefs might be impu-* 
< ted f .' Now, is it poflible, that there fhould be 
righteoufnefs imputed, yet not an imputed rigEteouf- 
nefs ? To aflert this, muft argue either a wonderful 
fubtile refinement, or an exceeding ftrong prejudice. 
•< It is not neceffary." — Perhaps fo. But is it not 
neceflPary Mr. Wefley fhould either inform us, what 
fenfe of the phrafe it is, which he apprehends fo 
likely to miflead men, or elfe, inftead of exclaim- 
ing againft Afpafio, ihould join all his force with 
him, in defending that fenfe which they both ef- 
poufe ? " It has done immenfe hurt." — When wc 
are made fenfible of the immenfe, or indeed of any 
real, hurt done by the phrafe, imputed ; when we 
fee thofe who diflike it, cordially warm for the fen* 
timent expreflcd in other words, we will then con- 
fent to refign it for its equivalent, < reckoned as our 
« Q,wn,-^placed to our account, — as cffeftual "as if 
* our own perfonal qualification/ Till then, we 
muft guard the cafket for the fake of the jewel. 
We prefer the word imputed^ be,caufe it fays more 
at once, than any other term we know; and be- 
caufe we are aware of a common practice ufed in 
all ages, by the oppofers of found doflrine. They 
pretend a zeal only againft the phrafe, that by bring* 
ing this into difufc^ they may caufe that to be for- 
gotten. Shall we not then difpute for imputed righ^^ 
teoufnefs? Yes, Sir, we muft difpute, b6th for 
the doftrine and for the phrafe, fince there are 
perfons who openly ftrike at the one, and we fear 

* Rom, iv. 6. + Rom ir. ll.* 
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w^ith a view to fupplant the other. Shall we not 
difpii^e for ii«^«/«/righteoufncf8,-^though the words 
are a grand -peculiarity of the fcriptures, and the 
thing the very fpirit, and eflence of the gofpel ? 
^ Not difpute for that which is better to us finners 
" than all worlds, better than our hearts could wifh, 
or our thoughts conceive ; which in Ihort is the 
beft, the nobleft, the completeft gift, that GOD 
himfelf can beftow ? 

When fi^ich a gift, and fuch a-righteoufnefs is the 
fabje£t of difputation, we mud not give place, no, . 
net for an hour ; we muft maintain its matchlefs ex- 
ceUency, fo long as we have any breath, or any be« 
ing. We muft fay, in Am& oppofition to your 
fervent but unadvifod zeal, « For CHRIST'S y2ri^" 
kt us coiHend earneftly for imputed righteoufnefs \ 
becaufe it is the brighteft jewel in his mediatorial 
crown. <* For the fake of immortal foulsy^ let us 
hold faft and hold forth this precious truth; be- 
caufe it yields the ftrongeft confolatibn to the guilty 
confcience, and furniihes the moft endearing, as 
well as the moft prevailing, inducement to univerfal 
obedience. ' 

« To afcribe pardon to CHRIST'S p^fftve, ctcr^ 
<< nal life to his oBive obedience, is fanciful rather 
" than judicious.'' — ^The remark is juft j not fo the. 
quotation ; Afpafio is fomewhat disfigured by your 
diftortion of his features ; be limps a little, by your 
diilocation of a limb. There is, in his language, 
guard enough to check every attempt, either to dif^ 
fclvc the union, or fever the co-agency, of the dif- 
ferent parts of our LORD'S righteoufnefs. 

But let us give Afpafio a fair hearing. Thus he 
exprefies himfelf, " To divide them (the aEiive and: 
<< pqffive righteoufnefs) into detached portions, in- 
*< dependent on each other, feems to be fanciful ra« 
« ther than judicious." — ^To divide into detached 
portions, is more than to diftinguifh between the: 

D z 
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' one ami the other. The latter A/pafro praftifes, 
the former he difavows. " Independent of each o- 
** tJier," — do thefe words ftamd- for nothing- ? Have 
they no meaning, that here you fliew them no re- 
gard, and never recolle6t them throughout yout 
whole epiftle ? Had you honoured them with any" 
degree of notice, fcveral of your objeSlidns muft 
have been precluded; a«d if the n»©re candid 
reader pleafes to bear them in memoryi feveral of 
your objcclions will, at the very firft view^ fall to 
the ground. BeCdes, the perfoa who telk us, the 
cafe feems to be fo,. is not fo peremptory, -as h« wiwi 
roundly affirms it to be fa; the fartmf is all thsA 
Afpafio lias advanced. Though I am wilUng that 
you fhould corrc^b his ftyle, yet I muft bsg of yicm> 
Sir, not to make him quite fo pofitive ; let him have 
the- fatisfa&ion of being modeft^evea where he haa 
the misfortunei^ in your opinion at kailj to be^er«k 
roneous. . 

<< CHRIST'S tmiverfal obedreiicej from hit birftb . 
^ to his death, is the one foundation of my hope^'' 
&y3 Afpafio.. To which you afimt, and wirii a laibr 
dable vehemence, reply, " This is- unqufiAioiiabl]p 
«^ right.'* I* wiQi, Sir, yoit would' ponder your 
words before you fpeaJc, at feaft before you- print, ' 
that there ;nay be fom:ething fixed and certain^ oft 
which we may depend, and by which yjou will abode* 
One would think, after this acknowledgement, pro*^ 
nounced with fucb an air of folemnity, yeu could, 
never fo far forget yourfelf, a& to opea your mouth 
againii the ob^iencc^ the univeffal obedience o€ 
CHRIST, which, furcly mud indiKie bdth what hct 
wrought, and wiaat ht: fttjffered. Yon Gonfofs it to 
be yoxxT foundationy-^^ foundation of your hf^ 
theo/i/y. foundad:on o£ your hops; cao you; then*, 
without the moft amazing- incon(iftency,.eith^wsQi' 
to fecrete the dodlTine> or o&r to d^countexiaoce 
the expreffioiiif. 
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*« There is no manner of- need to make the im- 
« putation erf CHRIST'S aaiye rightcoufnefs a fe- 
<* parate head of dUcourfe.^" No manner of need* 
even though you declare^ that this z£tiyc righteouf^ 
nefs, together with the expiatory death) is the on- 
ly foundation of your hope ! Can you think it pof* 
fible to treat of fuch a topic too particularly, too 
diftin£Uy, too minutely? — Afpafio has (hewn th^ 
need^ or affigned the reafon, for this method of 
handJing the fubjefl ; becaufe it fets the fulnefs of 
our LORD'S merit in the deareft light, and gives 
the completed honour to GOD'S holy law. Have 
you alledged any thing to difprove, or fo much as to 
invalidate his plea ? Ought not this to have been 
done before your aflertion can be valid, or even 
decent ? 

BefideSj are there not perfons in the. world, who 
fondly imagine, that if tbey can but have pardon 
through CHRIST, they fliall by their own doings 
fecure eternal life ? When fuch perfons are in dan- 
ger of overlooking the aAive obedience of the RE- 
DEEMER, why ihould you not, for their fakes, al- 
low us to mak^ the imputation of his rightcoufnefs 
*^ a feparate head of difcourfe ?" That, feeing the 
tranfcendent perfeaion of CHRIST'S work, they 
may ceafe from confiding in their own * ; left it be 
iaid to them another day, < I will declare thy righ« 
* teoufhefs, -^nd thy works/ ^iat for the grand pur- 
pofc of juftification * they (hall not profit thee f .' 

We muft therefore take leave to dwell upon the 
aAive r-ighteoufnefs of our LORD ; we muft dif- 
play its perfeaion, in oppofition to all the vain pre- 
tenfions of human qualifications, endeavours, or 
attainments ; we muft demon ftrate, that as the hea- 
vens are higher than the earth, fo is this divine o« 
bedience higher than all the works of the children 
of men; yea, fo tranfcendent in itfelf, and abfo- 

♦'Hcb; iv. 10. f If. Ivii. i». 
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lutely perfe^l, as to be incapabfo of any augmenta- 
tion. All the good deeds cf all* the faints, could 
tliey be added to it, would not increafe, in any de* 
gr^e, its joftifying efficacy ; it is like all the otlieip 
works of GOI>, coHcepning which we are told, < n€y^ 

< thing can be added to dtem/ This brings to n^ 
remembrance a moft beautiful and fuMime repre« 
fentatton, which you mtrft have* read in die evaa* 
gelical prophet ; < Every v^alley ihall^^ he^ e«aitcd^ and 

< every noountain and hiU fhall be niad&l<»w,. and ths 

< crooked fhali be made ftraight, and the ro^igb pla^* 

< ces plain, and the glory of the LORD- fball be re«> 
( Tealed, and all fleOi SkM be it together/ Here 
mountains ai« demoliChed^ valloys- ate cfevcitod, and 
the earth is levelled intd a^ fpaciass plain^ on puft-^ 
pofe to accompliih what Mr. Wcfley fuppofesuHno* 
ceflary ; on purpofeto give the moft clear, fulli (Irik. 
ing vi^w of the great REDEEMER, of his> won«. 
derful perfon-, and glorious worfcj that' lie alon^ may 
be diftinguiihed andexaltted^; may walk majeftic and 
confpicuous through the mtdA of ma^nbind, a9 be«^ 
ing fingly and-completielyftifficiem for the recovery 
of finners. That all flelh, not Jews only^ but Gen^^ 
tiles alfo; not men of reputation- only, biH the 
meanefl: of mortals, the moft infadious of wretches^ 
may together fee his glory ; may on equal ground^ 
without any pre-eminence of- one above another^ 
rontem plate and partake ©f his? precious deat^ and 
perfeft rightcoufnefe, which arc the one objeft- <rf 
divine complacency, and the fovcreign glory a?- the 
LORD REDESEMER. According to the import of 
this magnificent piece of imagery, all^the dtiferences 
that fubiift between one man and anotlier are abo«* 
lifhed; nothing but CHRIST and his complete work 
are propofed, as the caufd of juftification and the 
ground of hope. Faith beholds nothing but the 
divine JESUS; it never inquires, What liave I 
do^ie ? what have I fuffered ? but what has that 
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moft iibiftrioiis perfanage diimc, andrwhst fiiflcred ? 
What has |£iM)VAH mamifeAcd ia our nature, 
wpougit &r tbs btaidtt and redemption of finoers .^ 
•<-**Faitb i» iierer weavp at viewing 01 rcvtevusg^ ei^ 
ther the a£tive or paiEve o&ediease of IMMA^U* 
ELm. Fattfi wilt declare, that neidiee of theie points 
can be fee fbvth in toO' ftrang or too reconuMending 
a; Hgfat. f ailb is eperdefirxn^ to* fee more and more 
of the SAVIOUR'S worthinefs, that the foii^ may 
rejoice in hi» eacelienc}'^ and be filed with« att hie 
fadnefe. 

ftlap }ion, deac SSn,. abound in this: faith, and 
five under fach views of GOI> our SAVIOUR ; 
then i flatter m^felf you wHi be diiiatisfied whb 
yemr prefene opinion, and: not be^iigmfted at the 
fr>69doin of ipeech,. nfcd l^f 

Tours,, Sec. 



L i;..T T E R II; 

R£.T« Swx 

I Am' pasttcubrlyi pkafsd at ray entrance om tfai^ 
epiftie, becattfe it ppefents rae'wicih a^Tiew^of 
Mr. Wefley in %esf gmA humourl Inftead^ of re« 
bnkingv he eomraends. He pnts off the frowiiof 
ce»luTe> fof the fmile: of approbation, t hope to 
bWoiw tJM aoMable example; to^ approve aad ap* 
^^nid, tvlierei-eiKev opportunity, ofiers^ aurdi truth peo^ 
mtts. And tiunigh. I fliall be* fometimes obli|:ed' to 
opppieor refute; yet I fliali do both witir alk the 
teodemefd'and lenity, whicb may confiit wil&aptrou 
per vindieatioii; of tht troth* 

*^ The think a^ fbuskh.diaik>guss contain; an ad* 
^^ mirable ilhiftration and confirraatioa of the gzseat 
'« doOrtne of CHBiS FS fsiisfadiiDn/'— This iftge* 
nexmdfy acfcnovidedged* Yet even- here it fa mdiap^ 
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pily falh out, that complaifance gets the ftart of 
judgement. Did you advert^ Sir, io the ftate of the 
controverfy, or fee the confequence of Afpafio's ar-^ 
guing, you muft either give. up a favourite tenet, or 
elfe diflent from his do^rine. 

' Afpafio maintains, that CHRIST'S fufferings 
were puniihment ; real, proper puni(hment. Now 
could CHRIST, an innocent perfon, be puniihed^ 
without bearing fin ; the very fin of others ? Could 
CHRIST, a divine perfon, bear the fin of others, 
and not do it perfectly away ! Or can they, whofe 
guilt was puniihed in CHRIST, and whofe fin is 
perfe&Iy done away by CHRIST, can they perifh 
eternally ? But I forbear. Yourfelf, and the judi- 
cious reader will eafily apprehend my meaning, and 
difcern the point, to which thefe . queftions lead. 
AH the benefit I propofe by this remark, is, to con- 
vince Mr. Welley, diat he is not incapable of mif« 
take ;— tliat he has tripped a little, in what he com^ 
mends, and therefore may poflibly make a falfe ftep^ 
in what he condemns* 

Unlefs I may be allowed to propofe this addition- 
al advantage, the redifying an impropriety in fome 
pebple-s apprehenfions, concerning our LORD'S 
vicarious fufferings. It is ufual to fay,_^<' He bore 
<< the pt]*pilhment, not the guilt ; the penalty, not 
<' the fault.'' Which feems to be a diftin£^ion more 
fcrupulous than judicious ; anfwers no other endf 
but that of derogating from our REDEEMER'S 
grace, and weakening the foundation of our hopes. 
The guilt of fin, I take to be what the apoftle 
calls tfi^iM/tf, the tranfgreffion of the law. From li^nce 
arifes the obligation to punifliment. This guilt our 
LORD Jo truly bore, that he was no*lefs liable to 
the arreft of juftice, and the infiiflion of vengeance^ 
than if he himfelf had committed the moft enor« 
mous crimes.—* He bare,' fays the HOLY GHOST, 
5 the fin of many.^* But punifhmcnt cannot be reck* 
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cned the &xne as fin, any: mose than wages can be 
acconnted the fame as work* If then our LORD 
bote fin itfelfy he muft bear every tfaiiig crimiiial, 
that is inchided in it ; na circumftaiice of demerit 
or aggrayatijon excepted.- 

He bore the faulty therefore he makes us with^ 
out fault in the fight of GOD^; and will prefent us 
f2wdtlc& before the throne,, with exceeding joy.-— 
He bore the gai/t ;-^tberc{Qvt our LORD's fufier^ 
ings were real punifhment, juftly infiixfbcd by the 
fupreme JUDCtE, and, oa; principles of juftice^ dif- 
chasge ut front all puniflunentwhaterer. He bore 
the ^i^^«-r-thcrefarc he felt, wltat thofe wretched 
fetds endure^ who di& in theiar iitiqnities f his.eter* 
sal FATHER fotfook. him, amd hid hia ^e from 
him as from an abominad^le obfe6^. 

This renders our SAVIOUR'Spsopiciadon great; 
wopderMt glortoas.. Seeii\g tfa»^. belief iirg this^ 
we hate codling to. fear; Qm&fence is fausfiedy 
aad the aceuicrof tlir btethrtfn is filenosd; Notbi&c 
c» be Izii to our cb^ge bftht rigbteota law, anS 
nothing neoiains to awaken^ the ixidignation of the 
righteous. JU1)G£.— ^Whereaa^ if this was. not 
done, we hawe ooa£btt to be tenihly '^pprebenfire* 
If CHRIST bore not the guilt, then, finners- mud 
bear it in their owa psrfonsf if h&took not away 
the fildi, then it muR. lie on. tranfgreffinrs, and ren^ 
der them, loathfeme for erer. If the fault was not 
transfened to him, then it muft abide upon u% and 
be our everlafting ruin. 

Neither does this do£lrine in any degree dctrzSt 
from our SAVIOUR^S dignity; It rather gives 
him the honour due unto his name, JESUS^ As 
in the fcales J>f a balance, the lower the one de* 
fcends, the higher the other mounts; fo the deeper 
our MEDIATOR'S humiliation finks, to the more 
exalted height does his glory rife. The more hor* 
rible the condition to which he fubmittedj^ the more 
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illuftrioufly hia goodaek fhines, and the more clear* 
ly the perfe£tion of bis work appears* 

SatisfafiioQ was made to the divine law, iays A{^ 
paiio. ^< I do not remember any fuch expreflion in 
*^ fcripture/' replies Mr. Wefley.^-But do you not. 
remember this expreifion in the epiftle to the Gala* 
tians, < CHRIST was made under the law *?* Why 
was he made under the law» but to fulfil its precepts, 
and undergo its penalty ? and is not this a fatis&c* 
tion to its demands i 

The truth is, the divine law was violated by our 
Cns. It was abfolutely impoflible for us to make a« 
ny reparation ; therefore CHRIST in our nature 
and in our ftead fubmitted to its obligations, that he 
might magnify its injured authority, and render it 
in the higheft degree venerable ; might make even 
its tremendous fandlions and rigorous requirements, 
the very bafis of grace, mercy, and peace. — Divine- 
ly-noble contrivance ! unfpeakably-^precious e<xpe« 
dient! By this means, vengeance and forbearance 
have met together; wrath and love have kifTed each 
other, in the redemption of iinners. The law fays, 
I am fulfilled. Juftice fays,'! am fatisfied. While 
both concur to expedite and afcertain the falvatioa 
of a believer. 

" This way of fpeakinjg of the law, as a perfon 
^< injured, and to be fatisfied, f^ems hardly defenfi- 
<< ble." Does not the apofUe fpeak of the law as a 
perfon ? a perfon that iivetb f , to whom fome are 

* Gal. iv« 4. There is, I think, fomething uncouth in this ex* 
prefllon, made under tke law* TwofAiPOf *tts tr^e, very well com<-> 

ports with both the claufes, %K yuvdun/H ir VTO Voyw* But in the 
£ngh(h tranflation, the particle might, not ungracef tally, be va- 
ried, perhaps in fome fuch m^uner ; The Son of GOD v;as made 
of a woman f and beeame fuijeCi U tie law. ' ^ 

f Rom. Vii. 4. The word ^» at the end of the firft verfe is 
fpoken of the Itnvy not of the man^ as Mr. Wefley and others 
have very juflly obferved. It fliould therefore be tranflated 
not be but ii» ^ 
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marriedy and to whom others are ifau// Afpafio will 
always think himfelf, and his Manner of fpeaking 
iljifficiently defenfible, io long as he has the apofto- 
HcHi pra£lice for his precedent* 

Having fuch a precedent, he wants no other) o« 
therwife he might plead the authority of Mr. John 
Wefley; who, in his explanatory notes on the New 
Teftatnenty fays, *< The law \% here fpoken of (by a 
^ common figure) as a perfin^ to which as to an 
« hufband, life and death are afcribed *." And if 
the law be an hufband, may not an hufband be in* 
jured ? may not an injured hufband infift upon be- 
ing fatisfied i 

«' All the benefits of the new covenant are the 
'« purcbafe of CHRIST'S blood;'' this is Afpafio's 
belief. To. this yon affent, ^^ Surely they are J* — 
With pleafure I fhould receive your fuffirage, was I 
not afraid that this is your meaning ; they are fi 
the purchafe of his blood, as not to have any 
dependance on, or any connexion with, his moft 
perfe£t obedience. I was alarmed by the clofe of 
your laft paragraph, and my fufpicions are increaf- 
ed by the following negative interrogation; « After 
'^this has been fully proved, where is the need, 
<< where is the ufe of contending fo ftrenuoufly, for 
«« the imputation of his rightepufnefs ?" 

Afpafio has informed you, Sir, in the fecond dia* 
logue. He has there (hewn the advantage of un- 
folding, circvmftantially and copioiilly, this mo- 
mentous ttuthi-^To give you further fatisfaflion, 
he has quoted the words of an eminent divine, of 
^ which the following are a part, — " Whoever rejefts 
" the do£trine of the imputation of our SAVI- 
^ OUR'S righteoufnefs to man, does, by fo doing, 
«< rejeft the imputation of man's fin to our SAVI- 
«< OUR, and all the confequencfes of it." — If you 
are not fatisfied with Mr. Staynoe's reafons, you are 

* See Explanation notes, Kom.'vii. i. 
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xemitted to St Paul. In Rom. v. (a duster of 4i«» 
' ftinguiflied'digmty i5id importance) he teaches reimw 
kind, that CHRIST^ud for the ungodly ; that we 
are juftified through his bhod^ are faired from wrath 
by Ym de^dh. After aH this had been fully proved, 
where was the need, where was the uit^ of infifting 
largely upon the obedience of ONE, by which ma- 
ny are made * righteous? or upon that righteoufneft 
of ONE,~which is imputed to many focr justification 
of life ? Yet this the infpired writer evidently does. 

Anfwer the foregohag queftion, in behalf of tbe 
apoftle, and you will anfwor it in behalf of Afpafio; 
or if you decline the office, give me learve. Sir, to 
anfwer it on behalf of them bodi. The blood of 
CHRIST is never coniideced as indqiendent t>n, 
or detached from, the righteoufnefs^ of CHRIST. 
They united their blefled efficacy in accompiiihing 
the work of our redemption; we always look upon 
them as a grand and glorious aggregate, in their 8«» 
gency infeparable, though in medilatioa diftinguifh- 
able, fieing -thus diftinguiCh^le, at proper times^ 
we meditate upon each diftindly. We difplay each 
with all the particularity poffible, and cannot but 
contend for the imputation of one, as well as of 
the other. The fartiber ixre dig into either of thefe 
fpiritual mines, the greater fund of treafures we dif« 
cover. The more we glorify the SAVIOUR, the 
more we ftrjcngthen faith, and the greater addition 
we make to our comfort, our peace, our joy. 

Afpafio inquires. If CHRIST was our fubftitute 
as to penal fii^n^ing^ why not as to juftifying obe- 
dience ? You reply, — *^ The former is exprefsly af« 
« fertcd in fcripture, the latter is not exprefsly af^ 
^^ferted there." A fmall inaccuracy here, Sir ! the 
former is no more a' fcripture-expreffion, than the 
latter ; while the latter b no lefs the do^lrine and 
£eafe of fcripture than the former. — A little piece 
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of forgetfuhiefs Ukewife ! fince you jitft ntnr ac^ 
knowledge, that ^ CHRIST'S umv«rfal obedieset 
<^ was die one-fmxti^Aiion of your hope." But how 
can liis obedience be any fotmdatioxr of- your hope^ 
if in thisvcapaeity he wa« not yottr fubftitute? Take 
away the circumftance of fubftitutiun, and there id 
ao injore ground {&r your reliance on the obedience 
of CHR&T^ tihan. for your reliance on the obedi^ 
ence cf Oabriel. *-We are made the righteoufnefii 
< of GG5^/ becaitfe we a*e < IN him,' as our proxy 
and tmr head ; becauie he wrought the juftifjring 
righteoufnefsi not only in oar nature, but in eur 
nahie, -mf d)ily as our benefad^or, but as our re- 
{»ie&ntsrtive. 

^ A» fin: %Eid noifery have abounded through the 
** firft Adan%. m^rcy and grace have nauch more a« 
^< boundrd through the fecond. So that now none 
w have reasfim to complain." Here indeed we Ijave 
Afp'afio's words^ but in* a patched and disfigured 
condition One payrt takea from page x86. and ano* 
tber wregtcbed from page i8f. Let any one read 
&e wfaiderof thofe pafia^s, and judge whether they 
can be fairly applied to the do^lrtnea of election or 
predeftinatton. Yet Mr. Wefley is rcfolved at all 
adventiiie9,i with or .without oecafion, to introduce 
thefisr fubje£b of d^p and perplexed difputation. 
Therefosre he replies, •' No, not if the fecond Adam 
^ died fin: all, odierw^e all for whom he did not 
*« dfe^ have great reafon to complain." 

Here, Sir, do you not force an inference from 
Afpafio's words'^ foreign to his defign? He is fpeak- 
ing of thofe who: betake thcmfclves to CHRIST, 
and are recovered through his righteoufnefs. Such 
peribns he particularfy mentions: Of fuch alone he 
difcdurfes j without confidering^ the' cafe of others, 
who, defpifing or riegfcfting the REDEEMER, re* 
}€& the cbunfei of GOB againft themfelves.-r— — 
Would it not be a^ edifying to the reader, and as 

E 
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agreeable to your office, - if you fliould join with A* 
fpafio in difplaying the free, fiiperabundant, infinite- 
ly-rich grace of our GOD; altogether as becoming 
diiis^ as todiYCtt his aim, and retard his fteps, when 
he is pretfing forwards to this prize of our high caU«- 
ing in CHRIST JESUS. 

Afpafio*s words are, << When we betake ourfelves 
<^ to CHRIST JESUS, we (ball find, that, as fin 
« and mtfery have abounded, &c«'* Pleafe to ob« 
ferve. Sir, how he limits his difcourfe, confequent* 
ly IS obliged 'to defend nothing, but what corre*- 
fponds i^tth fuch limitation. 
' Had the Ifraeiites any caufe to be diftdsfied with 
the provifion made for their fuftenance and their 
cure,' when the ferpent of braft was lifted up on the 
pole, and when the bread from heaven lay round 
about their tents i No more have finners any caufe 
to tVink themfelves aggrieved, when the falvation 
6f GOD is evidently let before them in the gofpel; 
is brought to their very door, in the preaching of 
the word, and they are allowed, importuned, com- 
manded to receive it by faitli. This is enough for 
me. Enough thb for any tranfgreflbrs, who want, 
hot (0 gratify ruriofity, but to inherit life.— If they,- 
or yoli'^ Sir, thufe' to prey further, and -to intrude 
into^the divitie fecrets, I muft leave you to yout- 
-felves } faying, as I depart, « The fecrtt things be- 
'< long unto the LORD our GOD; but thofe things 
<* whieh ar^ revealed, belong unto us and our ehiU 
'^dr^n ♦.• ' * ' 

<< The whole world of bdievcrs^**^^* This is an 
'<* ixpteflSJon '^^ich never occurs in fcripture/^ — 
lii'affbrdti me a kind of ^refumptife proof, that folid 
objeftlons are not. at hand, when fuch (hadows are' 
* Kftcd into die ftrvice.-^! (hould be under no' pain, 
if you couM proVe your charge beyond all contra^ 
di^ion. To what would it amount I Why, that 
^ * Deat. x\\x4 19. 
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Afpafio, having occafion to mention a certain topict 
happened not to make^ufe of the very fyllaUes and 
letters made ufeof in fcripture. And dp you or I,. 
Sir, in all our fermonsi journali^ prefervattves, and 
Chriftian librariesy undertake to ufe none but iicrip- 
tural exprei&ons ? Had we done thiS) one benefit 
might indeed have accrued to the pubUc It would 
confiderably have reduced our volumes. — But I trif- 
le as well as Mr* -Wefley. You proceed to enforce 
your remonftrafLi^)'. by adding, — « Neither has the 
<< expreillon ^y countenance from fcripture." I 
am really aihame^ to detain our. readers any long- 
er upon fettrivial -.a point. Therefore what I am 
going to rfplyt is x>nly a word to yourfelf. You 
Sir^ can t^I who. it is that affi^msi in a oertaio 
bymn^ -_«v 

.".^a.r *■ .... - 
For-every man . 

^tiirfifafl^'d, 'tis paft— 

XI)e world is fbrgiv'a 
|?r. jlSITS'5 l^k«. 

The nif^UJvrgh^n / . What, all the world f every 
child of J\dam V^hcy who believe, not on CHRIST, 



and die Jp jh^eir. Qn& ? This you cannot mean ( ^us 
you dare^i^pt^^ffirrt} this, I think, no mortal Wro 
fuppofe^* ^ou-yourfelf therefore, by " A<b world,** 



mud intend <* the believing world ^'f and are you 
offended at Ajpalio for commenting on your text i 
for expreliing plainly what is implied in youx own 
words? ^:.«^ ' -s<., ,^ 

< In the-. LQRiS • (hall all the hoijife of Ifrael be 

<jufti(ied.'' dpKj^^^^AQ?^^^ 9^^^^^9 <^^ acgjuief- 
ces in the cojnn^on yer^dn, i)pon which you ani- 
madvert. << It gught unqnieilionably to be rendered 
*< by or thrwgb jlw LQRjb." . How ^rd is Afpa- 
(id's lot ! If hQ do^s not ufe. the exa^ language of 
fcripture^ he is crimiiial at your barj witnefs the 



t 
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preoeeding t)b^e£bi<m ; if he ciees ufe the cx2& iaxi^ 
goage of {cr'tptvLte, as in the prefent inftance, jon 
indite him for an enroneoms tran^tipn. So that it 
is nect to impoiCble to efx:ape your cenfui^e. 

Im the JLOilD, you affirm, is not therpore lanr- 
guage of Icripture, it is a wroRg traYiil^rtien, << and 
^ ought unqiteftiotwhJy to be rendered iy or thrcugb 
^< the IX)RD.'' Yet * quif^is adhuc uno partam 
< jcolit afle Minenram'— Whoever faaslearnedHebrew 
no moar« than a mouthy will alRire oux £ngiiih teisAt 
tVy that the prefix :» is ^st very lirft virord in the fii- 
Ue. ^Ittft it there he tranflsfted i^ or ihrou^ die 
in^kmii^g ?«^<-if our yeung fdioObr have ij0ly his 
IKfi^teri he cafi Ihcw the fame purticle loixmring thi^ee 
i^mes ^withki the famoverfe. I» ri&f cmmfd^^^ln the 
Hvay-r-ln the feat, — Twice in the fecond verfc i Mis 
delight is in the laiv — ►in his law will he exercife him" 
felj\ Thiee times more in %he rewiailader of the 
pfalm, Jball bring forthftpitm its fisifon-^Jhall not 
Jland ia judgement. !N either in ^ ttmgrsgation of 
the righteous* — Now let the Snglifli rea4«t judge for 
himfelf, whether the Hebrew prefix muft " unquef-^ 
^ titmuUy toe ncndeucd*' in all tfeefe places ^ hy ox 
^roughr (By or thromgh his feafon ! by or tfarotsgh 

tcoagr^gatson i But I (lop, there is no ^leed to 
ly -all tjie padages. Neither is there any ne^ of 
crxtkal ftill in languages, to determine conceraing 
2tVPj 9P9 of them. Onmnon fenfe, in this c^e, isfiii- 
iiciantly qtralifiedto be our critic and our arbitra- 
.tor«-^ ^nly wiih,^ Sir, yiEm h\^ produced the evU 
dence for the corre£led verfion. Then the pubKc 
might have iben om which fide the balance was 
likely to turn ; und which was Ae moft cogeirt lo- 
pe, •*« Aipafio'« dodkrinc is falfc, therefbf-e the tranfc 
-«« lation is wrong ; <xr the tranSation is fair, tlierc- 
*< fore his doftrine is true." 

By this time, I believe, the unJedrned reader will 
4iegin to difcerfi,'wh;at degree of credit; .is due to 
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ycmr crkicifms upxm the original, and to your alte- 
ration of Ae comrron verfion, when they are fup 
'ported by nothing mor^, than your bare afTertion. 
*— I alfo begin to be apprdrcnfivc, that onr canvaf- 
iing the fenfe of words, and fifting the* dead ian-^ 
guages^ will be no very agreeable entertainment to 
iony reader, I will therefore for the future b.e more 
'icoiicife in the execution of this bufinefa ; efpe'cially 
as I have here giren a fpecimen of what might be 
done. I will try, if it is isot poffible, to animate 
what would otherwife be dull, and to blend godly 
-edifying with critical difquiiition. 

« Ye are complete in him.' With Aiis tranflation 
alfo Mr. Wefley finds fault. « The words literally 
*' rendered are, Tc are filled with iiim." — ^I am rea- 
dy to grant, that places may be found, where the 
prepofition if' muft be understood according to your 
fenfe. Buit'then every one knowd, that this is not 
the native, obvious, literal meaning ; rather a mean- 
'ingfwayed, influenced, moulded by the preceding 
or following word. The literal fignification of fy 
oijla is as we have rendered it.— Nor is thfcre the 
kaft occafion to depart from the receivied interpre- 
tation ; it is fuitable to the context, and to &%€ fcope 
•of the whole epiftle. 

However, we will fuppofe yofuar criticifm to be 
juft. Does this deftroy or enervate Afpaiio's argu- 
ment ? Would you have one meaning contradift 
or fupplant the other f "Ye are filled ivit/j him, 
** therefore ye are not complete in him?" Does the 
* former fenfe include or imply the latter P Can you, 
or I, or any one, be filled with every requifite for 
our recovery and happinefs, yet not be complete ? 
Jt fcems, therefore, you get nothing by this criti- 
iCifm, but the fatisfadion of doing Violence to the 
. phrafe, without any improvement of the fenfe, or 
any advantage to your caufe- 

^ Tile whole paflage (you affirm) relates to fane-' 

^ 3 t 
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*< tiiication, not^to j unification/* Where is your 

proof, Sir ? This we always cx^^Gt. This Mr. Wef- 

ley feldom, if ever, condefcends to give. " Yes,** 

he fays, ** atiy unprejudiced reader may obferve it.^ 

A ftrange kind of proof! reducible to no figure in 

logic, unlefs there be a figure ftyJcd prefumption. 

Was I to anfwer for the unprejudiced reader, I 

think he would obferve the very rcverfe. The 

words of the apoftie are not a little forcible againft 

your fenfe of the paflage, as will appear from the 

tranfitivc adverb aljh. The next and the fubfequent 

verfes, we , allow, relate to fanftification : if this 

vcrfe does the fame, fuch is the manner of the a- 

poftle's reafoning, " In whom ye are {an£ltfied, in 

«* whom alfo ye are fandified." Whereas, if the 

iiril claufe denotes the juftification of the Coloffian 

converts through the righteoufnefs of CHRIST, if 

^he following periods defcribe their fai^dtification, 

:.^» a i^oniequence of this moft happily operating pti* 

vibge, then the reafonipg is juii, and tKe tranfition 

graceful. *< In him ye are completely juftified, in 

*• him alfo ye are truly fanftified/' 

The whole paflage is calculated to teach us, that 
CHRIST is the < fuljaefsof.our fuiBci«nc.<»' in him, 
and in him alone, there is. enough, to anfvter all the 
purpofes of wifdom, righteoqfnefs, fauAification, 
and redemption. — It is intended likewife to adnib- 
nifli us,»tliat we (hould reft , fat isfied with him a- 
lone, in oppofition to all the fend inventions of 
men j who would introduce fomcthing elfe for the 
ground of our confidence, and the caufe of our 
con rotation, as though it. was f^d,r— 

If indeed our LORD JESUS CHRIST had been 
an ordinary pcrfon, or merely a created . being, ye 
miglit well be oiFended at my do£^rine. Te might 
then, with fome colour of reafon, feek to the max- 
ims of philofophy for wifdom, or to th6 works of 
* the law for righteoufnefs. But CHRIST is art im» 
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menfely.glortous perfon, for < in him arc hid all the 
• treafurcs of wifdom and knowledge/— CHRIST 
is an incomparably-exalted fovereign^ — « for he is 
« the head of all principalities and powers. — Yea, 
CHRIST is the fupreme incomprehenfiblc JEHO- 
VAH ; for < in him dwclleth all the folncfs of the 
< GODHEAD bodily.* Being therefore tranfplan- 
ted into him by faith, ye are complete : Partakers of 
him, ye have every bleffing and all good. Thought 
cannot imagine, nor dcfirc crave, any thing fartheiV 
greater, higher. 

Matchlefs privilege ( exalted felicity I O may the 
knowledge, the experimental knowledge of it, fill 
our hearts, as the luater^ cover the abyfs of xhtfeal 
Then will we fing the hymn which once exprefled 
your featimentS) and ftill exprefTes mine. 

♦ Join earth and heav*n to blefs 
The LORD our righteoufncfs, 
llic myftcry of redemption this, 

This the SAVIOUR'S ftrangc deCgn ; 
Man's offence was counted his. 

Ours his righteoufncfs divine. 

In him complete we ihine. 
His death, his life is iliine : 
Fully am I juftified. 

Free from fin, and more than free, 
Gttiklefs, fince for me he died. 

Righteous, fin^e he liv'd for me. 

* S|^e p. j6. of Ifynns amtfiirftma/fortgs. Anonymoos indeecf, 
bat vtoiverfaUy afcribed to Mr. Wefley. la thefe excellent 
Unes, bow ftrongly rotrkcd are the fentimeBtt of the gofpelf 
Our offences fo fully imputed to CHRIST^ as to be accouated 
bis. His rigbreoufnei^ Co fully imputed to us, as to be accoant« 
cd ours. la him we are cofp^iete, becaufe Ms moft obedient life. 
aa^ bis ali«>atoiiing death are ours. We are gaiklefs^ nottbrO* 
our re^n'S^Tce, Or refbrraatioo, but becaufe be has died for us* 
We at^ righteous, not on account of any graces or attainments 
of our own, but bccaure he has lived for us. To thefe truths 
I nsoll cordtftUy fiibftril>e. This is that good old wine that oncie 
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The text lately quoted from Ifaiah, is part of a 
paragraph eminent for its dignity and ufefulnefs. 
We then confidered a fragment of it in a critical 
view ; let tt6 now examine the whole of it with a 
devotional fpirit. Thug examined, I truft it will be 
no longer a dry bone, but < a feaft of fatHhings 
< full of marrow.' Permit me to propofe a correSb 
tranflatlon of the original ; to add a ihort illuftra^ 
tion of the meaning, and then take my leave for the 
prefent. 

/ Look unto me and be faved all the ends of the 
, earth, for I am GOD, and there is nought elfe *. 
^ By myfelf have I fworn, the word of f righteouC* 
g nets goeth out of my mouth, the word &al! not 
^return. To me every knee (hall bow, and -every 
c tongue ihall fwear |, faying, Surely y in the 

made Mr. Wefley^s heart glad. He has lioce taAed new ; but 
1 hope he will be brought to fay, '< Tbe •Id is httter:* 

♦ NMt effe-^ytS TK fxaftly rendered, iignifies, there is not be* 
fides. Not any perfon, nor any thing. i¥p perfin able to lend an 
bdping jiatid. N# thit^ capable of yieldtag the i^aft aififtance. 

\ The word of rif^ieotifnefs^ TST TtpiOt I apprehend is equiva- 
lent to St. Paul's Kayoii'iMd^ffvmi and fijrm^Sy if not- the 
whole gofpel, that precious doArine, whrdi is the gofpel in epi- 
tome. For the vindication of this verfion, fee Vitrlnga in loc. 

\ Shall fwear. Our traaflation feema t^ difcon^nae the divine 
fpeech here ; which weakens the force, and ^iminilhes the dig- 
nity of the paifagie. I apprehend J£HOVAH is ftiil fpeaking, 
and in the foUowing words, prefer ibes the form of the confeP* 
lion, or dictates the words of the oath, in which (inners (hall 
teftify their allegiance,— even the allegiance of faitii. Agree- 
ably to this fuppofition, I would tranflate the word *n^K faying. 
It will then denote not one^ or a few, but every tongue men- 
tioned in the foregoing verfe. |nrb 1 am aware ie of the fiimi- 
nine gender, but every reader knows how often the Hebrews 
«egleAthe nicety of grammatical condriiAion, and every read- 
er fees that tlje idea of «ii or of %perfoii,. as compreheaded in 
.'the word tongue, 

H The prophet*! "pc fure?fj is fometbing liicc the apoftle!s 
'0JJ<A(Aimyt, yea, doxxbileCsy Phil.iii.^. Tbe HOLY GHOST 
teaches believers to fpeak with vehemence upon thi« point, to 
ilgnify their (ledfaft and relbiute affiance in the glorious RE- 
DEEMER, tcgetUer with the mighty and matchlefs iiaportaace 
^ this ioatii. I Uave taken ia this idea, bccaufe it is fuggeftad 



Let.2. ASPASIO vindicated. 57 
^ IX)RJ>haye I righteoufnefs * and ftrength. To 

< him Aall men GomCi and all that are offisnded in 

* him, ihall be aOiamed. In the LORD ihall all 

< the kt^ of Ifrael be juftified, and in Um ihall 

* they glory/ 

Here the SON of GOD prefents himfelf in aU 
.the glories of his perfon^ and all .the riches of his 
grace % .prefents hmifelf as the objefl of faith, a&4 
the author of falvation \ to be received by'GniierB, 
without any recommending qualittes, or aaiy pro- 
-emineaoe of tiRe above another.— *&ut bear his gra- 
cious word5» 

. Lock unto me^ Wretched ruii^ tran%fefiQrs, as 
the wounded !&&ajelites jooked unto the bta^sen fcr- 
.pcnt. Lobic ^itto me dying' 'on the ciois as yotnr 
yx&Sm^ and abtying the law as your furiety;-*-Not 
iby doing, but by lolling and beUeving; not by ]^otir 
^wn ileedSf but by Inyi ^orks^ ^nd my rfuffetingSi 
ie '^ fa^d, TifiJiB Is dne taayfteictous biu x^ertain way 
of fa£^»tt««i» Thus fiiall ye WrdK^keved Irom gmilf, 
arefcned from ihii^ atodreoonctiiid to GOO. Who 
:are icivlted' td partake of this ineftimable benefit]? 

* AH the ouds of the -earth.* People of every na- 
tion mnderiraavens of ^vexiy ^atiion in/life; of'ers- 
ry condition, ^nd «yery thhtVi&^Xi lOKUt exceptisig 
tfaexhiefbft of ikiners. 

Is k poffible *that the obedience tAm^ fliooki fame 
irniumerable tnillions'? It is not only pofEbk^ but 
indubitable. < For I asi GOD' infinite in dignity 
and poweor; therefore aU-Aafficient, yea ^iQiinpotent 
to £sW;s ^^ &^ ^ ^hat 'Come unto fne; be the cnul- 

by the EirsUfli traiffiation, though 1 pefer the exelufivt fenie mi- 
ij; as implying an abfolute and total renunciation of e^ery o- 
Ihcr confidence. 

' • "Ri^Oioitftkfs* This is the {ivecite iisnification of mp*% 
wbkh being in the piura) nuniber, lecms to denote iwti^UUt^. 
A righteoufhefs, JjerfciSt, entire, and lacking nothing ; having 
every thing neceuary for our pardon^ onr acceptance, our ever* 
IftUaig -jvre£eaii<>Q. , 
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titudes ever fo great, or their cafes ever To dcfpe- 
tate.— (Is nothing to be done by tranfgrefTors them* 
felves ? Are no conditions to be fulfilled on their 
part?) None — < there is nought befide me.' No per- 
fon can take any fhare in this great tranfaAioit. 
Nothing can in the leaft degree co-operate with my 
merits. Should you add to my obedience aiid deatl;^ 
all that faints have performed, and martyrs have en- 
dured, it would be like adding a grain to the fands 
of the ocean, or a moment to the days of eternity. 
Such is my compaffionate invitation, and this mj 
inviolable decree. < I have' not only fpoken, but 

* fwom ;' fworn by myfelf, and all my incompro* 
henfible excellencies. * The word of righteoufnefs/ 
that which relates to the grandeft of all mbje^^, and 
moft important of ail interefts, is planned, adjufted, 
and unaiterably determined. Now, even niow, < it 

* goes out of my mouth,' is declared with the ut« 
inoft fotem»ity, and efts^lifflied by veracity itfelC 
Thci word fliali not return, either to bcvepealed by 
mc, or frufttated by any other. — What, is the de- 
cree confirmed by this moft awful path ? We are all 
attention to hear it. 'Tome evfcry.kncc Ihall bow.' 
Every foul of man, vrfio defires to inherit eternal 
life, ihalj fubmit to my rlghteoufnefs^ and as an un- 
worthy creature, as an obnoxious crimilia], obtain 
the blefSng wholly through my atonement. — ' To 

* spe every tongue fhall fwear.' Be man's fuppofcd 
virtues ever fo. various, or ever fo fplendtd^ all fliall 
be difclaimed, and my worthinefs alone fliall ftand. 
Jlenouncing every other. truft^ they fliall rqiofe the 
confidence .of their fouls on me alone, and m^Jce 
public confeflion of this their faith before the whole 
world.— But we, O LORD, are ignorai^t, we can- 
not order our fpeech by reafon of darknefs. — ^This 
then fliadl be the form of your oath, fuch the tenor 
of your confeflion. 

8ure/y — It is a moft wonderful, yet a moft faith* 
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fal faying, extremely comfortable^ and equally cer* 
tain, 0»/^— rnot in myfelf, nor in a poor frail crea« 
tare> but in tbe incarnate JEHOVAH alone, in 
}us divinely-excellent deeds, and unutterably-mefi* 
torions fuflerings, * I have righteoufnefs/ a righ- 
teoufnefs without fpot, without defe£t> and in all 
r^fpeAsconfummate^ fuch as fatisfiea every require* 
ment of the law, and moil thoroughly expiates all 
my iniquities ; fuch as renders me completely ac« 
cepted before my judge, and entitles me to everlaft- 
ing life. From the joyful knowledge, the perfonal 
appropriation, and the perpetual improvement of 
this ineftimable pHvilege, I hzvc ^rength for my 
fan£lification. Now do I indeed delight myfelf in 
ibc IX)RD, who, perfe£lly reconciled and infinite* 
ly gracious, has done fo gteat things for me. Now 
do I cordially love my neighbour ^ and being fo 
happy myfelf, unfeignedly long^ for his eternal hap* 
pinefs, that he miiy be partaker • with me of thi^ 
great^fabration. - ^ ^ 

To this fdvereign decree, the prophet fets, as it 
were, his feal, or elfe, in a tranfport of joy, he 
foreteis the accompUibment of it. Yes, my bre* 
thien^ to bififf even to this gracious REDEEMER, 
Jball men tome. - 1 fee them %ing as cloudy for muU 
titude, as doves for fpeed. They believe the report 
of his gofjpel, and receive his fulnefs.*- Whereas, 
« all they that are o(&nded in him,' that cannot a<^ 
way with his do£lrtne, which pours contempi' upon 
all human excellency^ and will allow no righteouf* 
nefs to avaii^but that which is divine : who refufe to 
come unto, him, poor, and miferable, and ftript of 
every recommendation; all they < fiiall be aihamed.* 
The fig-kaves of their own* duties, or their owa 
endowments, (hall neither adorn them- for glory, 
nor fcteen thenl from wrath,^— but {hall abandon 
them to vengeance, and cover them with double 
confufioQ. While, on the other hand, < all the 
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•feed of Ifrael/ every true believer, fliall be juftife* 
ei lb the LORD. Againft thefc pcrfons no accu<- 
fetion (hall be vaHd ; no con^mnation fliaH take 
place : fo magnificent is the majefty, fo furpaffing* 
ly-efScacious are the merits of their SAVIOUR, 
tnat in him they (hall not only confide, But glory; 
not only be fafe, but triumphant 5 clothed with hi» 
incomparable righteoufhefs, they (hall challenge e- 
very adverfary, and defy every danger. 

To this portion of fcripturc I haveied back your 
thoughts, that I might not clofc >^ith any difgufting 
fentiments, but might leave a fweet favour on your 
mind, on the readcr^s mind, and on the mind of 

Rev. Sir, 

Yours, &c. 



L E T T E R III. 

Rev. Sir, 

LET me, now, refume my obfervations on your 
epiftle. Which I do, not for the fake of dif* 
puting, but for the caufe of truth. 

Thegofpel contains many fubltme and glorious 
truths. But there is eme, which beyond aU others,. 
chara£):erizes its nature, its import, and defign$ 
which makes it moft eminently to difier from every 
other form of religion, profefled or Known in the 
world^ I mean the dodtrine of free jufttficatiortj thro* 
the righteoufneft of CHRIST This is to the reli- 
gion of JESUS, what the particular features and 
turns of countenance are to each individual perfon* 

I have fometimes amufed myfejf, with (landing 
by a painter, and obferving him at his work. Here 
I have been furpri fed to fee, how much t^ very little 
/Iroke would alter the afpeft of his draught ; would 
turn the gay into a melancholy, or the compofed 
into a frantic countenance. Several of Mr; Wefley*8 
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■ touches are to appearance fmall ; but, I fear, they 
will be foutrd to di$figtire more than a Httle the hea- 
venly pcrtrait ; and gire a new, not the native, air, 
to * the truth 38 it is in JESUS.' — But I proceed } 
ftiy buGnefs being to prove, not to blame. 

Sinners wh« betake themfelves to the alf-fuffi* 
cient SAVIOUR for redemption, are fully accept- 
ed by GOD, f«r his beloved SON'S fake. This is 
jnftincation thro* imputed righteoufnefs, fays Afpa- 
fio.— ** That remams to be proved," anfwers Mr. 
Wefley.- — ^I think, it is pretty largely, and, I would 
hope it is fatisfa^orily proved, dirough the whole 
♦ook.-^Nay, I find Mr. Wefley himfelf ere long ac- 
l:nowled^ing, that « as to the doArine we are a- 
** greed. Either therefore you have received the 
proof, which you demand ; or elfe you can fubmit 
wittioiit convi£lion, dnd agree without caufe of a- 
greement. Not to take advantage of (uch flips, I 
would rather, enlarge upon what may be ufeful. 

I would aft Mr. Wefley^ In what other way fin- 
ners can be juftified or accepted, fave only through 
imputed righteoufnefs ?-^Through their own good 
deeds, and holy tempers f This fuppofes the fruits to 
be good, while the tree is corrupt ; and would make 
falvation to be of works, not of grace. — ^Through 
their cnvnfaith^ (landing in the la^ ? Then they are 
jufltfied before a perfcdl GOD, by an imperfeft en- 
dowment; and life eternal is obtained, by the ex- 
ercifes of ^eir own mind, not by the ni^^^ ^^ 
JESUS CHRIST.— Are they jultificd "M;iM(?«/ /jwy 
righteoufnefs, either wrought by themfelves, or re- 
ceived * from another? This is an unworthy thought; 
this were an unfufFerable praftice.; JEHOVAH 
himfelf being judge, < He that juftifieth the wick- 
• ed is an abomination \! 

* Ol hAi£dLyf^ii^ * They who receive the gift of right- 
•coufntf.* HfiTi. V. 17. 
\ Prov. xvii. ij. 1 his is an inrvariable loaxim. It is that 

F 
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Say not, GOD is a free agent, and not bound to 
obfervc his own law. Say rather, the rule of right- 
eoufnefs reveakd in the law, is his moil (ledfaft 
will; unchangeable as his nature. — Confider alfo, 
what this law requires. A fatisfaflion for (in, not 
defjpftive, but completely fufficient^ a performance 
of the command, not fincere only, but abfolutely 
pcrfeft. — ^Will GOD, in juftifying a finner, difre- 
gard, contradiA, overthrow his own law? In no 
wife. Since then it in (ids upon what no mortal 
can yield, muft not all flcfli perifh for ever ? 

* This would be the unavoidable confequence, if 
matters reded on human abilities. But here thp 
blefTed gofpel comes to our relief; (hewing us, thait 
GOD, in his immenfe mercy, and unfearchable 
wiCdom, has found out a way, at once, to fatisfy 
the unalterable law, and fave infolvent man ; to juf- • 
tify even the chief of iinners ; yet without the leaft 
violation of juftice, truth, or holinefs.— What is 
this. way? His own SON accompli(hes the great 
work. — How ? By rclaxmg the precepts of the law, 
that we may perform them ? by difannulling the 
fentence of the law, that we may cfcape it ? Hea- 
ven and earth (hall pafs away, before any fuch dif- 
honourable expedient takes place. On the contra^ 
ry, he gives fatisfaftion to the fenteiice, by fuffe- 
ring the t/^meodous puniihment denounced ; and 
he fulfils the precept, by yielding the (inlefs obc- 
diei^Arequired. — Becaufe this was to be finiihed in 
'the nature which had tranfgreiTed, therefore he was 
toade man. Becaufe this was to be truly, or rather 

word of GOD, which cndiircth for ever. Yet if is ro objec- 
tion tor A/j me hod of juftifying the ungodly. Becaufe he $rft 
imputes his SON'S nRbreoufnefs mi'o them: thereh^erderi 
them truiy and perfedlly rjghteoMS? f'cn pronounce^ them 
fuch ; and, ^is fucb, receives them to pardon, to •fat^Uil', and 
f ternal )if>»r->Poes not the text 'h«s coolidcred .jfford »ncon— 
^eOible argi)ment for the neceifitj of an imputed r'^htcou^ 
Picfsi 1 
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infinitely meritorious, therefore the man was one 
perfon with the GODHEAD, 

Stili it may be enquired, How the obedience of 
another can relieve any diflrefs ? How indeed ! Bat 
by GOD'S transferring my guilt to him, and tniput- 
ing his obedience to me. By this meth6dj the thing 
is clearly and completely effefted. In this method, 
I fee a propriety and an ef&cacy, that (ilence my 
doubts, and comfort my heart. Accordingly, if is 
written, in the fcriptures, « GOD was in CHRIST 

• reconciling the world unto himfelf, not imputing 

* their trefpaffes unto theip.* GOD 5 the work was 
too arduous to be performed by a created agent. 
Therefore GOD himfelf was in CHRIST. None 
Icfs than the almighty LORD cc^ild execute the bu- 
finefs. But if HE undertake it, h6w fuccefsfully 
mull it be carried on, and how glorioufly finifhed ! 
— «. Reconciling tfie wprld;* not fetting poor tranf* 
grefTors to reconcile themfelves, but himfelf con- 
triving all, providing all, doing and fuffering all, 
that was needful for this great purpofe ; being him- 
felf the creditor, the fponfor, and payer of the debt. 
— How was all this brought to pafs? By. * not im- 

• puting our trefpaffes unto us i* but takiajj them 
aU upon himfelf ; bearing them all, in his own body, 
upon the tree;. and fuflaining the vengeatice due to 
all our crimes.-^— Thus was the holy ONE and the 
juft < made (in for us;' thai we, finful duft aj|^{h- 
ts, might f in the very fame manner, * be mSc t]^e 

* righteoufnefs of GOD in him.' The former coiild 
be only by imputation ; and fo only can be tl\|; lat- 
ter. 

If men talk of being accepted ' for CHRIST'S 
(ake, yet xcytfk the imputation of righteoufnefs, they 
muft have very inadequate notions concerning the 
relation which CHRIST bears to his people, and 
the ' nature of his mediatorial undertaking. — Does 
this feem obicurc? I etpbin myfeii^A' perfon 

Fa' 
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may conduft himfelf fo honourably and excellent- 
ly, as, on account of his worthy deeds, to obtain 
favour in behalf of another; and this, without 
being his furety, or any thing like his proper righ- 
tcoufnefa. Witnefs the famous inftance of the two 
brothers, Amyntas and Efchylus. The former was 
a gallant, hero ; who expofed his life, and loft his 
arm, in the* defence of his country. The latter 
was an abandoned and infamoas profligate; whofe 
crimes had brought him to the bar of public jus- 
tice. The hero, on the day of trial, appeared as , 
an advocate for his brother. He fpoke nothing, 
but only lifted up to view the maimed and difmem- 
bcred arm. This iilent oratory ftruck thtf aflem- 
bly ; and pleaded fo powerfully, that the criminal 
was unanimoufly acquitted* — Here was an acquital 
*of one, in confideration of the merits of another. 
;But then the obnoxious party haxi no fpecial intereft 
in thofe merit^s. They were not acquired or exex- 
cifed, with a particular reference to nis good. He 
could not fay, they are mine. Neither did they 
make him, in any degree, or in any fenfc, righte- 
ous. — ^Whereas, the reverie of all this is true, with 
regard to JESUS CHRIST, and juftified finners. 
This you and, I, Sir, have afierted. Let us nevct ^ • 
^ retraft the good confeflion. But, as it is the truth 
of the gofpel, let us ftill and for ever (ay, 

^JP In HIM complete we Ihlhe, 

Becaufe 
Ours is righteoufnefs divine. 

Thcron, foeaking of the tf^$ inh^ent and w- 
putedi calls them nice diftinAions and nxeliaphyfical 
fubtilties. Mrl Wefley makes A^afio apply wt de« 
pretiating remavk to the a^ive aod paf&ine ughte<» 
oufnefs erf CHRIST/ Whereas he fays np £uch , 
thing. He meaos 00 fiicb t^ng. V^ is txcuiog^ , 



pf 9 fblyca tptaUy )dp:rc^, A«ld Viis.h^ tp i^u^. 
tain fuch a fentii^ent^ cyexji^nfi muil obfexycj ^ 
jvo^ld .cnjtircjy oycrtferovr bis whpjc icheoie. • 

<' You obage us tq m^ke u/e of ^Aefapbyfical 
5^ ijabtiltics^ by confoundling thef^ yerv aifi^ent 
w iciois, that U, CHRIST'^ aaiyc and pgffive right- 
••■covfnefs.'*-7-I cpuW hardly believe my eyes, for 
fprnetuaes thpugh j^th of them ^tte,fted, that thijs 
ly^ prodaced a^ a <}UQtatio9 from p^ge i^ i . In 
S^hiai p9gCj ?nd for ^ cpnjider^hle fpacc, before 
^d ^er^ the (ubjefl of debate is the difference be- 
tween inhereat jind imputed rk;hteo^fnefs« — I was^ 
Imym, quite vexed, .to fee Aipafip fo maltreated ^ 
. is difcourfe fo mifreprefentedi and fo little regard 
paid to literary juftice. iind glad I .am, that Idid 
PQt give TeQt to mjf thoughts/ juil ,at that inftant. 
I mJKgbt )^ye ,beeh.top warm, and 4iot have fpared 
^be rpd- £ut, jupon cooler confideration, 1 oegaQ 
jto xecpver^ ^d ^tt^e prefcription pf I]or^ce was^oif 
fecyice^ 

i hcga^ tP ,cal) yoyr epndu£t, not ^ar^ifice or 
liight 0? h^nd, blLt ^mcp^tancy or thought mifap^ 
pli^d. .As jou had been thinking fo lon^ upon 
the other topic, ^t ^yf^\t upon your imagination ; 
kept this from your attention ; and led you both to 
miftake and to mifcall things. Like a certain preach* 
er, who leaving Joft liis fortune in the bubUes of 
the year 17 19, ai\d having occasion to mention the 
deliverance pf th^ jfraelites from Egypt, toki his 
audience, thait Pharaoh and his hoft were all drown- 
ed in the South fea-— Poor man ( he meant the Red 

fea. 

.Mr. Wcllcy proceeds : ** We do not, confound 
« the.sfcftive s^nd paffive righteoufnefs."— Does Af- 
pafio. Sir ? he that confiders them particularly and 
liiftinftly \ \^ that examines each with a critical and 
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minute' exa£inefs? If this be to confound, order 
and confufion have changed their nature. 

" Neither do we feparatc them." It is fomewhat 
diiHcuIt to' underftand, what you mean by fepara* 
ting the aftive and pafRve righteoufrtefs t)f bur 
liORD.— Separating them, as to their influence? 
Then you mufl be fenfible^ this is never done by 
Afpafio. You xaniiot but know, 'that he difclaims 
fuch a refinement. He protefts againft fuch a prac- 
tice. — Do you mean, treating them as things, really 
diftin£l, though always uniting their, agency-? Then 
I am at a lofs to reconcile Mr. Wefley with himfelfL 
For, in the very next paragraph,' he thus exprefles 
himfelf, «* Through thq merits of his life an4 
«< death, every believer is juftified." Arc not the 
merits of his life here dtftingiiijliid from the merits 
of his death ? Does not the former ex,preffipn, de- 
note his aftive, the latter his paffive obedience ? Or 
would you be underftood to- mean, " through the 
" merits of his life, which are nothing elfe t»ut the 
*« merits. of his- death?" If you would not fpeak 
in this manner, fo unworthy of your better judge- 
ment, you do the very thing which you blame.-* 
This is done ftill more apparently, in one of your 
hymns. Where we fee, not only a feparation, bu* 
% diftinfl; uf# and application of the feparated fubi* 
jefts. 

Grant this, O LORD ; for thou haft dyM, 
That I might be forgiven : :' 

Thou haft the righteoufnefs fupply'd, ' 

Fojr which I merit heaven. 

l^could c^fily cxcufe'Mr. Wefley, for beiiig a littte 

•^coTififtent with himfelf; did lie not alfo vjpnturc 

|o confront the apoftle, by the following a^Certioh. 

w Neifher have we any aurfiority from.rfcripturcj, 

« for pther thinking or faking' of .<Mie -feparatc 
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« from the othjer.** — ^Docs not St. Paul, /in one 
paffage, fpcak of the obedience ; in another^ of the 
death of CHRIST? Does he not> in one place^ 
enlarge upon the righteoufnefs ^ in another, upon 
the blood of CHRIST? If fo, we have an.authori^ 
tj from fcripture, we have the example of the 
chiefeft apoftle^ for this way of thinking and fpcak* 
ing- 

We have'alfo a concurrent teftimony from the 
genius and import of the original language. Do 
not vToxoti and /"sKeuogvm fignify fomewhat diflTerent 
from ^fM and idtmlfisi Are there any approved writ* 
ers, who ufe thefe words promifcuoufly ? as fo ma- 
ny fynonymous and convertible terms r If notj the 
voice of grammar will vindicate the propriety of 
our conduct, while we affign a feparate difcourfe to 
each fubjed):, and exhibit them feverally in the moft 
diftin£l view. 

Are not light and heat always united in the fun? 
Is the naturalift to blame, who confiders them dif- 
tin£tly $ and examines each property, in a feparare 
treat tie ? You would commend this pra£lice in the 
philofopher, as the way to enter thoroughly into the 
knowledge of his fubje£l. And why (hould you exi^ 
plode or cenfure it, in the Chriflian divine? Are 
not theological truths as worthy of a crrcumft^ntial 
and accurate iirveftigation, as philofophical ? Will. 
they not as amply reward our diligence, and yield 
as rich advantage to the ferious inquirer ? 

The righteoufnefs which juftifies finneis, is zU 
ready wrought out^ fays . Afpafio.— ** A crude un- 
^* fcriptural expreffion^ ' replies Mr. Wefley. — It may 
be fo. But if the expreifion is plain and true, I wiU 
fit down content. This, however, you will allow 
•tXKd?to.p)>ferve, that it is no new one, and is not far 
ft'om fcriptural. Worketh righteoufnefsj you know, is 
a fcriptural p^rafe^ Does the word out fpoil it, or 
the wprd already? I fuppofe, the latter may be mo({ 



QficnCve. Tet yw fpcaV» in this very p^twwh, Vrf 
teing «' ^uftific4 hf the merits of JPHRB'TS lif^ 
^ ^nd de^th.'' Are oot thefe i^a^iers ^Iri^y'trsuif- 
9yQedf is not th^ merit of them glre^ady perfe^S f or 
can anjr l^ngua^ e^Kprcfs thefe tilings i^orc c^^Iy^ 
;md a^rm taem more ftrongly^ than thofe ,ejp(iphaf« 
tl<;^ woxcls in ooe of your own liy^in^? 

JU^t jQis for this fa!th jpoptf f^i 
\Surje falv^tion is its end.: 

Heav*n already is Ibegup^ 
J^y edging U»c if iRTon^ 

Pardon me then, Sir, if I Aiill jTirfpea, j^ 4ie 
4odTine .and its confeguences, rather than t^e exr 
preilion and its (:rttdi,ty, awaken yoj^r jealoufy. U* 
this do£lrine be admitted, if the ^uftif yit^ 'ightt* 
eoufnefs be already wrought, it muft ahfolutely q- 
vertiitn ^U jaur pi:e-;];ei^uifites, qualificatjions, and 
conditions ^ condkions of rejptentancej o.b^dienc^ 
and i Jcnow not what heiides* We myft fj^y ^o ^eve- 
ry one of them, as Jehu laid xo the xae^eogecs of 
Joram : * What haft thou \o do wi^* tlie grand ^- 
ticle of juftifieatiqn ? < 43et thee behind me.* Coufd 
they be fulfilled, diey would ,come ^ d^y.tpo Jatc ; 
like the fickle^ .when the ^arvcft is rejiped. Coulji 
they be fulfilled in.ii// their imaginary dignity, they 
Woul(^, in this relation, be.neqdie(is-, like ^ prppo^ 
for augmentiing the fplendour of the (un. . 

" The righteoufncfs which Juftifie^s . finful n^an, 
" wasj&/V« f9Qty when QQD fent foKti his SON, 
•'from the habitation of his holiqcfs ,and glory,, to 
^ be born of a woman, .a,iid made fu^i^ to.tlie 
*« law.-t^It was currved on^ through the w4xole ^^ourfe 
« of our SAVIOJJR'S life; in which he ^ways di4 
** fuch things, as w^re pleafinj to his he^ye'^y.^A- 
?* TH£H.r^It was complete^i at that ever memora- 

« bie, that' grand period, when the.bleffed UMMA- 
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" NUEL bowed his dying head ; and cried, with 9 
« ftrong triumphant voice, IT IS FINISHED.'*— 
Upon this extraft from Afpafio's dilcourfe, Mr. 
Wefley exclaims, " O vain philofophy !" — ^Philofo- 
phy! this philofophy. Sir! Never did 1 hear, till this 
moment, fuch doiirines afcribed to philofophy. But 
this I have heard, and this I bj^lieve, that tbe yforij^ 
even the learned and phiiofophic world, hy their 
boafh^d nvtfdam knew not GOD, nor GOD'S method 
of falvation, by the fufferings of an innocent, and 
the obedience of a divine pcrfon. Their philofophy 
prejudifed them againft it ; puffed them up with ^ > 
vain conceit of their own fufficiency^ and fet them 
at the greateft diftance from fubmitting to the right-, 
coufnefs of GOD. 

I wilh, Sir, you would (hew ipc, in which of the 
philofophers I might find thefe facred ientiments \ 
or a grain, or a fpicci or a ftvour of them. I have, 
for a confiderable time^ laid afidc my Plato, an4 
have no more inclination to turn over nfiy Seneca ; 
becaufc I can fee, nothing like this divinely -precjlixus 
truth} adorning and enriching th^^r pages. Sut if 
ou will difcover this golden vein in their works,. 

will immediately renew my acquaintance with 
them 'jf and will do ^ philofophers a piece of juf- 
tice, which Mr. Wefley denies. them. I will not call 
their pbUlofophj vain, but « the wiCdom of pOC* JRnd 
« the power ot GOD/'^A righteoufucft wrought 
out| and a redjcmptidn obtained for u$ ! the former 
divine I theJatter et(srnal ! thefe» rightly miderftoo^j 
make us, bejrondaU the trfiaCure^ 6/ literature, mjk. 
Thfife, habituatfy enjoyed, will, more cffc^uaijy 
than ail tlie 4elini^onj5 iof morality m ^xhortatipni 
to virtue, ncnAtx-mboly* 

A diving right^coufoefs |(par4Q9 i&e for dwelling 
on my &voiisite topic) already wicougbt! A gl^eat 
redemption pexfediily finished 1 And thi^ by t^ ^« . 
b^lsisimti W igiiKamnfi ib« iii4i^uks| J>y 4he- 
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cries, the agonies, the blood of our SAVIOUR. 

Tea, of our GOD, * in faftiion as a man j' in the 
form of a fervant^ a flave, an execrable malefac- 
tor. — What, like this, did a thoufand philofophers 
teach? What, like this, do a thoufand of their vo- 
lumes contain ? to ftab our pride ; to tame our fu- 
ry ; and to quench our luft ? to kindle our benevo- 
lence ; to enflame our devotion ; to make us, in a 
word, * wife unto falvation ?* 

" The pkin truth is, CHRIST lived and tafted 
** death for every man.*' — ^To he fure then, fince e- 
very man is not faved by hifti, he lived and died 
only to make their falvation pofliblc. — From this 
and other hints, I guefs your opinion to, be, that 
CHRIST, by his^ life and deskth, obtained only a 
poiEbility of falvation. [Which falvation is to be- 
come our own, upon performing terms and condi- 
tions, bringing with us prc-requifites and qualifica- 
tions ] — If I mlftake you. Sir, in this cafe, you have 
nothing more to do, than fimply to deny my fuppo- 
fititm. This exculpates you at once. I fhall rejoice 
to hear you fay, " As CHRIST made us, and not 
<• we ourfelves ; in like manner he faves us, and not 
•* we ourfelves. No human endowments, no hu- 
«' juan performances, but CHRIST alone is the au^ 
•* thor of eternal falvation.^ 

' Should you rephjr. True— CHRIST is the author 
of eternal falvation, but to thofe only luho obey him ; 
—I muft then aft, what obedience CHRIST re- 
quire^ ? The law fays, '« Do and live.*' CHRIST, 
the end of the law, fays, •* Believe in ME, and live. 
*« 9^ verily perfuaded, that I am fufficient for thy 
^< falvation, without any ^^odclng of thine at all. \% 
« not the SON, the SON of the moft high GOD, 
« given unto thee in the divine record? Be fatisfied 
c' with his doing and fufiering, without wifhing for, 
« or thinking of, any thing more, to procure thy 
<* final acceptance.*' — ^Let no one account lightly of 
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this .obedience. It is the obedience of faith. The 
obedience fuited to the name JESUS. Obedience 
to the firft and great command of the gofpcl. Be- 
yond all other expedients, it excludes boafting; and, 

' at the fame time, produces that genuine love, that 
filial fear, which the law of works requires in vain. 
Only to make a thing poffible, and to cffcSt it, 
arc widely different. When our king fits out a fleet, 
and gives his admiral a commiffion, to harafs the 
French coafts, and dcftroytthe French fhipping, he 
makes the thing poiEble. But to carry this defigh 
into execution ; to accomplifli the enterprize, now 
become pra£ticable^ is a far more arduous talk, and 
a far more honourable achievement. How (Irange- 
ly do thofe writers derogate from the dignity and 
glory of the REDEEMER, who would afcribe to 
him, what correfponds with the former ; and attri- 
bute to man, what bears a refemblancc to the latter! 
If CHRIST only made our falvation poffible, 
then we are to execute the plan.* We are to face 
the enemy, to fuflain the charge, and filence tl\e 
battery : we are to climb the fieep, to enter the 
breach, and bring off the flandards. And fo, in all 
reafon, the tinour and praife muft be our own.— 
Whereas, the gofpel gives all the honour to the 
Captain of our falvation. He bore the heat and 
burthen of the dreadful day. He made recoitcilia- 
tion for iniquity, and brought in everlafting right- 
coufnefs. So that all our officious attempts, like a ' 
pinnace arriving after the viftof y, fhould be told. It 
is finijljed : the great falvation is already wrought. 

• And inftcad of being difTatisfied or difappointed, 
niethinks, we fhould *rejoice, unfeignedly rejoice, in 
the accomplifhment of the glorious work. 

If it fliould occur to the reader's mind, that the 
Chriflian life is reprefented as a warfare ; and that 
we ourfelves are commanded to fight, though un- 
der the banner of our divine Leader j to this doubt 



i ^ould anfwcr, — « tlie Canaaoite is ftill in the 
* hrtd ;^ and we 6glW:, not to g^n the country, but 
bnly fo fubdue the rebek. 

*« Whoever pe¥vcrts fo glorious a dodirtne, Ihf^ws 
*^: h« never bicltevcd.''^-This may be. the fubft*f»ec 
0f iMjihat Afpafio maintains; though not repfefented 
fo fully or fo clearly, as he ha$ ext^reffeid . himfeif. 
However, fuch a fmall wtone we will; readily ex- 
Tufe* h was ddne with Ho nnifler intention, >but> 
for tht fake of btcvity* v 

To this pofition Mr. "Vireflcy replies j « Not fo/* 
^— That id^i they, did really and truly believe^ But, 
after their belief, they apoftatized, and fell from 
the faith. They were, fome time, the members of 
CHRIS Fr > and temples of the HOLY GHOST 5 
but 4«H^kly.^fey^ed frdih thj^iir diving Head, tkey 
b$^^ig^^4:he\i|fkveSjof the devil, and brands for the 
e^^iaj^ng b|ir|iitiig^ Their names were, indeed^ 
wijilQ^ in faegvpiii But, it feems, the heavenly rc^ 
cfsds .:wei^ lefs faithful than the pariih-regifter. 
They were iquicUy erafed, and thelt pkce in the 
bot)k: of life knew them no more, : 

. Or thui — ^Theydid ais really atid tmjiy believe^ as 
thofe who are now in jhe *manfions off glory. jSut, 
afler their: tttieyknoi$IfiJge (f ibe nam.ef Jlkt LORD 
JES^S ; after thjeic full convi£l:ion of hts. fyfi^ci^^ , 
cy.-and faithfulnefs f(|r>theirrfatvati6n4 ev^u fuch as. 
Jo^Jhied.atid c^^bled ^em, JO put their trufi in him 
ialdtie^/ixir their acceptance withvGOD 5 they w^e ; 
di&ppointcd* . Ti^tiugh t^HRIST called tb<6n^ ku 
jhfP* as thus J^mrif;^'his\vi^cie : y^t fee 4id i?Qt give 
u^tq ih»m ^teffi^a/fj^,/^cc0td\iig to^hi^ prcj^^lfi^ but 
fleered .Sarg% £9 fif^ek, t^e/n^out of histkar^di -> 1 .1. ' . 

^,.^|:heie fei^jti9ie|i||,haV(^.no3V^)^tt^b4bll?i ranch ^ 
lefsr^hayez-rhey^l pte?5ng or'.igjeoilWMeadiitg afpeS^ 
Let U6 enquire, whether they c(>i|l|H$2|tr;With<tslt. 
John's detcrmmation. of the cafe. ,Speakiiag..of futh 
backfliders, he fays, « They went out from 'us, but 
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* thc^ were not of u$.' ISf ? • Wefley, to be eonfiftent 
vidi himMfy (faould fay on this occafion^ *< Not 
M fo} they were of you» but they fell ttvay from 
•* yoiu^— The apoftie proceeds ; • 7or» if they had 
** been of as» no doubt, they would hare continued 

* with us.' Had they been really converted, they 
weald moft undoubtedly have continued in our 
do^faie and feilowfliip. Their revolt from our 
iiftriney is a manifeft proof, that they never truly 
received it, nor Mritb their heart believed it* Their 
departure from onr felbv^bipj is an evident tndica<» 
tion, that they were, notwitbftandsng all their pro* 
feffions, ftill carnal, and never renewed by grace* 

Mr. Weiley produces a text from St* Peter, with 
a view to fupport his objedion. They who < turn 
' back as a dog to his vomit, had onee cfcaped the 

< pollutionsof the world, through the knowledge of 
« CWiWn£* Here tnA eifewheve I perceive die 
diBaoh roar, but without feeling the ball. Before 
di» piece of facred artillery can be brought to bear 
upon us, it will be neceflary to prowt, that the know* 
ledge of CHRIST, or even bcliieving in CHRIST, 
always fignifies true faith. In fome places^ it cer*> 
tatnly does.^ In other places, it fignifies no fuch 
t^ttg« ^Though I have all knowledge,' fays the a* 
poftle ; yet even with this fpecious endowment I. 
tiiay * be nothing/ There is a knowledge^ fays thQ 
fiime author; which, inftead of < edifying,^ or efta* 
blifliing the foul in godlinefs, < pufieth up' with 
pride*. We are likewife aflured, that Simon the for-^ 
cerer, though in the gall of biltieriiefs, and in the 
bond cf iniquity, yet had < knowledge of the things 

* wUch concerned the kingdom of GOD, and the 

< name of JESUS CHRIST;' nay, that < he aifo 

< believed,' vet haul neither lot nor portion in the 
ineftimable Ueffing. 

tict us attend to the i^ioftie's flsanner, an4 ^ 
Ihidi be M fo j^ the fame ifiieqpictat^ 



% 



74 ASPASfO VtWDlCATEDi I.«t* 3.: 

phr«^ ;»% it is ufcd. in the paflS^c before- us^—^^— 
Ti^efe pcK^pIe are not defcr^bed like the true belierisrs^- 
to whom )ms addre^e^thc.epiftle. Here is no ineo— 
tioAof thekbeifig < partakers of a divine nature;*' 
of being 5, born ^g^n by the inei^niplible.feed;' or' 
of hayitog their / foujp pHrified by the SPIRIT/ 
Th^y.^re onlyiaid.to have. efcaped the poKutiom of^ 
the. vrorld-rr-Ag^inj the wofd expreifive of tbefe) 
poUutioflSj is i^ytayid ^ which denotes, die groi^ft^a^i 
ceile^Sf ai^ pioft fcanda)ous iuicjuitiea^ /Confcqueat-: 
ly^t^l^heir abftainixig from fuch abofhinaltcms^ implm. 
ijiQ Ofore |th^i^ what, is called a negative goodncis^ or i 
^ n^re ei^emal ref<Mrination. Their lufts hadbeca. 
reftifained only, npt fuMued* Therefore the unheqp* 
py wretches were eajlily oyercon(^($ by Uieir dd cor-: 
rup^ions.'rrlt is fatther clbfervable, that St^ Pester' 
. never, coiiiiders thefe perfpps aq n^w cr^eatures^^, H^* 
caljis t][fem b]^ t)p other naine« thun theti^and* ^« 
r^njif* t^Sluqh they we^e at firft ; w better^, isnder att> 
theif profeQion of ChTiftianity;} and no othor^ even; 
ip, their foui^ft r^fliapfes*. When.they r^uanied a^atn- 
itp their vo^nit, of ilieir fijlthy practices, they retttrn^. 
ed to .^heir^ow^n. • > v ? * - 

. , Tfheije i^ the^, a knowledge of CHRIST, .whickr 
is only fnperjficial.and^^otiQnal; iQoatavidly-on^ lie) 
^n^e<rQ:ai}ding, buJ^ i^th^r^ f^netr^tes, nox^ fat^ifieai 
the. Ijt^afitt ' Th€?i;e isialfp a kn<iwledge of GHRISI?,! 
whi<^h^>i9 wi;^0)ight; by. the SPIRIT^ ar;d iagtzftmii 
intp-^be ,ip}x\v v^hich, t^ccives^ the gift .of rigfai»ii»]f-i 
ipi^f^ .^^jni,d. briJ^S; ji^ilification : into the eonfcienct^r 
.The cpv:.fgist,,2|nd rjoy^f: which moftify.the k)ve'of> 
'4«if, ar)4 pJ^Aduce j^%Ufe of hoKm^ftv This J^ttyilh^ 
MigQ^^rptm^jijj/qii sM^d I teach;, in this fcnpwl«dfe» 
V^^Y) OUT ^:?«l?*^^^ And readers abound ; and may the* 
Ji'tfW. J^Qwjeri:g|Ye .us*, bym^ajua of thiftknowiedg*,' 
ail ^hings pertaining to Kfeaaid gpdUne& I 1 - ^ i 
' « T^b^ gp/^MjUirofitof ' QQB!4^M« A? tOstepentwaoe* V- 
. « Jhi&. i| ,\^^q^j^jPBitf y, trae,:\fii}«| Mi>. iWjfefleya 
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^Biit the nice metaphy6cal do^ine of imputed 
:^«righteoiifiieft.'*— Should yon not rather have faid, 
-The. nice itietaphyiical fhr^ftf- fince, as to the doc^ 
trine^ we are according to your own confeffion, a- 
^eed ; bound therefore, each of us, equally bound 
to e)ear it of' the confequenees, with which it may 
be chargeid, by the author of the Prefervattre, or by 
My other <A>}edo«.-^ And as to the phrafe, 1 cannot 
-vnderftafid,' by what authority Mr. Weftey calls it 
fnetaphj/ual, Theron, it is true, ufes the word, and ap* 

Iiiesie to the^^refent fubjed. But does not Mr. Wef- 
sy know, duit Theron often perfonates an cnemy^ 
misi %ieaks the ianguage ofunbelief ?^— Be pleafed, 
41^,- to espiain your term ; Md (hew, in what fenfe 
it 18 conipatibk with this article of tny faith f << t 
^« am acquitted and ccwmed* righteous before GOD, 
^< x>nly through the impatation of my aAViOUR*^ 
^otedience and ^at^.^ Which is, both in ftyle 
VRfd-ibatimenr, truly evun^dic*)^ but, in no degree, 
Aat i caii^4ifcer0i, iiteta|Ai^eal; 
i .Wlu0n«Mti.Wd9ff)r^Ndds,-^^This leads not to rm^ 
^ pentance, but to lic^ntioufneis '^^ he (peaks what 
9H^ miderftand, «ot wl»t we allow.^-^Wiil any tme 
fef, that fpecuJatiwef e^foning upon the {oodnefe of 
fiOD, or contenspUting it \Mtkj in our^ideas^ leail- 
«di 'to repentance i But, wiien we tafte and enjoy, 
wh«;n we app^ and appropnatc, his prolufeiy-rich 
liberality iti CHRIST^ we are thereby* prompted tb 
te^dl, abufe and dilhonour our great benefaftor? 
OviifaaUitbe faid, the dhrine gi^ednefs^ nuhilefted 
in common providence and inferior InftaiiceS/ tends 
Id sii^akdt fewe- aAd work godlineCs i But the fame 
dfsinefgoodnefs', fti^ing forth in themoft iiluftri* 
0U8 mantfeftation, that men or angels ever koewi 
flliaif^'-forth wifb a giory, a riehneft, a perft£Hoh, 
AiAcient to tranfpott heaten and earth with joy un- 
saleable: lAifii goodnefs tends to excite contempt of 
fi(X)^ auid'to c^riih carnal i&dttlfeiice ? Such an 

G a 
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mCmwktUm, (o d cp i t ti ato r y to tht nghtioanJmtik 0f 
At btdftd JESUS, I liad ^nuieh raliier liave bcMi 
iii>s^ JewiSi ffnagoguerthan have fieen m Mh WdP- 

u< Nof^ Sir^ ebb aiid tins akme leadctb n JUmmr to 
rt^iancc* Not tdl the mofiifienice of the DEJTT; 
«aeither tfce ramfrom heaven, iier. fruttfiil iJBafiEiiM.) 
tiei)dKC<cbe iiitnefs of the earth, hcmt the alNRidanoe 
o£ ikeileas^ ea» take away the enmity of our ii»- 
timv aftt^;Mcaticile our aflfedi<»6 to G(H>« No^ 
thing, notbtnjp; but a iisiife of paidon and acc»C* 
aiiteiitfaroi:qBh.t|iework£nifliedt>n.IMlfANUlXf3 
efob^-f^If/iyou pleafe to levi^w the test, yo« nrili 
not affir^' that the. apoftte ia aiSeri»9g the^taciotte 
'infiueiice b£ pro^idtntialgoodn^ on 1^ hoaxta of 
m^K ! He 18 evidently 'iiM^ighsipagaitift: die vgf^ 
and'almbfti^eneral abule^iiE Aichbeiiiity.; Thoogli 
it ought, ir>^doe$/it0t proifcice gratitode^ and. imp 
It w^Q4iIdiinikied^«iipoa.iiprigbt,^b«a4r^otafwe.d 
opeoite^ upoa'd^fNnuped>«iinda« KNofi[^anfe^«ade^ 
opiate tarthsa^fiM&i huifvce jvftificatieD thi^i^ 
^BHJSX^HRIST. . ^ . - • s .. 

' /<>tThe brtieK^ eam^ot b^t addto hkfiMib, vm>i1b$ 
«f9fi>rtgfatdourneik?>--^sDuriw'Jii»fi«ft>lo?e^'^ fayl 
Mii.j;^dley^ ^thia ia70^iB)trtte.rBQt?itJanot4nii 
H tiftertvriraa^.. aa 'We ^ kitbw land ^€b bf mehnehoiy 
ff i expefteiieeM'!^-H>Haiir| ; iSk 1 ' ^ do . jpon : yourfeil - Mi 
titisii WbefeidMoi:is709r> finleft pexfeAkm? Cni 
Ihef 'bertperfe£]^'iw^fej]o«ee^fi»^ ea g^w*, ^ad 
«rho& aeaklofea ilsa^a&ivityf^ DodrMn Wdcf faiai|* 
felf Ruiketfjthta'd[>ii&fik9l?^'ljeti>htm^ th^fj&ymn^ 
tta^-^aflid ^ uiiiayi'With iov8mhi^<ftedfa&i¥l8,'mn4 
wii^hii|Krea£iig gratitude^^^wfileflttd be 'GOD lot. pet* 
feaion in JE&IJS CHRIST} . 1 t . i 

Do ynu 'learn, Sif,'^ivhat is heie attknoai^ledged»«by 
obfecvattonaf Iaade't^x)n otheta'^ Then^Jthofe-^otfaeift 
1 appitthend, i(»they dofnot^fxeroife tbemfdvea in 
good worka^ ^thoriiavvxm faith^ and deoci?p botb^ 
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jQuand theipfcIveSj-'^-or «lie they imermitind Aif» 
. continue the exertion of their faiui* Which neither 
detra£bs from the efficacj of theprincipici nor dif-> 
prorea Afpaiio'^ opinion. It is not faid» the believer 
nerer tripe, tiqeiaukers in the conrfe of his obe^li- 
eneei bnt iie ahray^-addato his faith^ the dnties 
mi .wotks of obedience. Whenercr > the ^ foimer 
^a&a, ^he. latter eonftantly enfue. 80 tong as we 
live by the/aitbof theSONo£GOD, we fliaU not 
fail to Imng forth thofe fniita of tighteoufneis, 
which aie through JESUS CHRIST. 
o LTUsi^flstdngly maintained by/A%>afio, in another 
place. V « k is as inpoffibtefior the fun to be in his 
f^imertdtan height^ and not diffipaie darkncfr» or 
^ SSafc light t sMbr faith to exift in the fott]» and 
•c^mpt^caudttbe temper^ and meliorate the condnfl.^' 
"WThts is yer]! fiffcUdy smfdiedy in our LORiySL ior. 
.fenogartbo^ioihiatdifei^s ; : Wifrtu.yaur/aitb f It 
ma^ be.'d^Rraaaft and^ inaStivC), like t&e fap of ithe 
-tseeasiaHwaater^iDr like the faculty o£ ftaifoniog in 
c^isepvtvi QfehenriJe.if would bant&yonr fears, even 
amidft the raging ftbroii^. and produce an undannt^ 
:edJBanfidsilQe.ift^i2pi>yonr 8AVIOUR.«-^rhe de-. 
ifign oC ail thia^i% toi^tnce the>wi£doin.of thegcrfpe), 
i^fai<^ Jaya fnfih. a . ftrds npon faslh} fo fie<|liently 
mrgM thr. i|«ce£ty of Sakihf above and before tSx 
*4huigHi»epre£eotiRg it; as.the prioeq>le work of the 
>i£vitte.6PflUT, ai]^ the f^eateft inJLmmeiit of ro^- 
!ceivif^ fatvatioih Dencc it:«ppcars^ that the facred 
^n^ndtforHiedin vaini nnicb kfe: is k xalcitlaN. 
ied^to^fi^refa or difcourage real holineft. 
L.^^< Wimociongcf.obey) border to lay the -lojmi*- 
-^dasjoa (br onr £ial ae6eptan(%,'\ Theie wcHrds I 
read with pleafure.^ — *< That foundation is ab^ady 
H laiikMA^ tteritat^CHRIST.'fThefei contem- 
plate t^widi ftiU .greater £Mi8fa&ion.--«-Biit when I 
comp ito die Tfollowing cbnfei^ ^ Yitt we obcy^ in 
.f<*drdss;lo>QW final accqptMiice .through his merits ^^ 

G3 
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wiith 4ii£ipp6intmetit nnAttgtct I ctV) H^vr k the 
gelid becmie iimiiiOfriithe**tnoft fine gotd ch*n» 

' A fbtmdation, '^ muhat? Afpafio would repiy^ 
For patdoti^ for reedttciKationi aTi4 foreveriafting 
faWation \ for peace' of' confcietitei for accdfs to 
GOD, for cTcry fyirttual and eternal bleffiifg. - A 
fottxidacbii, of what kiwi ^ In all refpe^s perfed ; 
incapable of any^ ait^mentatiorl \ not to be ftrength^ 
etied, enlarged,' or improved by aU the duties and 
all the deeds of prophets, apofties, martyrs^ be- 
eaafe it 1^ omnipotence for its eftablifliMent. — A 
folmdationi fir whom ^ For finners ; for the Vileft 
md moft miferaUe-of finners: th^sit air guilty and 
bttdone wretches maycom^; and though ever fo 
wearyr ever fo Jieavyllid^nv may caft their burthen 
;ii;»on thisr Roek of'ages ^ ifi >f uil afliir^nce of finding 
tefti-andobtaTningufcty^ . 

'■■^ This is ohearihg jthts isxharmingi -Whit pky it 
is, tbit ftuch an illoiftri^us truth fhould be clouded, 
f ttch a preoiofts prhritege fpoifed, by that ungraciotie 
fentc^ncef f* We obey/^ in order to our filial accept 
•^^tiince.f'-H^at i^tirriy^il?, Ybur tohftfinr ptofe£> 
fion ?' I.muft do* you the jufticeto^own, that yott 
iiare4iappitf moiffeAt^ -nail mterre becoming satp|>re- 
kenfioss.»-^Whenr yoiu jdiltiitpublic worihip, tids h 
your humUe and juft ^aeknowledgemem ; <^ Alth^ 
*^ we be unworthy, through our manifold fins, to 
^ offer tttito thce^nyifacrificei yet we befecch'thee 
^ to «ecapr thisp oui^ 4K>unden diYty and fetv^ee.**-*- 
tWhen you crMelfa tip«tti Afpafio> the iiot^ is>chM* 
ged, and thfe ^ Ae p^iport 6f ^ur thrain i'^^Wt 
^<:bdeecfa thee to acipcept us, on account of Ihefeiotir 
♦rfcfvices; fat we do them, O LORD, with a pria^ 
♦< fefled Aview to this end/^ — ^To implore acceptaiicfe 
for our duties, confefles thern to be mean and coh- 
'temptible. Whereas, to fexpeft acceptance on their 
Account, ftrongly Intimates their excellency; that 
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Acj^ are worthy tni a very hif^ degree ; fo as to ob« 
tain favour, not for tbeliiibh^s ^tAj^ but for a mt« 
ierable Gre«.tttre alfo, who coWefTcft himfelf fubje^t 
to manifoid fins. . > » . . ^^• 

- I faid, *• on account of*' — For, if- you obej, in 
order to your final acceptance ; furcly, you murc ex* 
^€t final acceptance and eternal life, on account of 

£ttr own obedience* A pot^ objc& difplays his 
'esy and relates his diilrefs, in order* to- obtain 
your aims* Does he not then expefi your alms on 
account of his fores, his diftreft, and his pite ons 
iaie ? — ^Wkat a cosUition is here bet\reen Mr. Wefley 
and the fubjeds of the triple crown! I find the 
whole council of Trent eftaolilhiMg his fdtatimentb 
by their anathematizing decree* Thefe are their 
wotds$ <* If any-'tMie ihall fay, that the righteous 
M ought not, for their own good works, to expeA 
« the eternal reward, through the merits of JESUS 
w CHRIST, lee him be accurfed V— Do you fpeak 
^'the tnerit of CHRIST i So do they. Do you, in 
fome fenfe, vallow CHRIST to be the foundation ? 
*Sotiotbe]^ Are yo«&r works to rear the edifice, 
and perforfn the moft rofp^Aable part4>f the bufi- 
fiefe r. So itfe theirs* «' ;•: ;, - , : 

By-tkis^time^ I bejieve-, the thdughtful reader wiU 
'gueft the reason,' why yon Of pcrfe and 'decry impu^ 
ted righteduffiofk You are folicit^tts, it fcenis^ not 
barely for worics of obedience, but for their value 
and credit in the affair of ^faWattdn } for their figni^ 
*^aney and iniuetiee, ih'^inning i^e good^will of 
'J£HOVAH. fShicfe thiv 'is ydur«otton, you may 
nMll bd dUbnded al CHR^ST^ imputed rigtiteb^t. 
iief^' Thig wiH admit of no' partner or coadjut&r. 
'This, Sir, in tiie cafe of juftificaiion, pours contem^ 

Hipon aU^ yodr moft laboiritous ex^tciies, and admired 

• ♦ ' . ' • . • . w ' . • •- ,• ^ J - ."■. •■ J . • • '. 

^ . * *.Si,9uii <lixerit| ju(|v>$.iv)n clej^ce, pro bonis operibus^ ev 
f pedare x-ernaDi rc^nbutioi cm, fev Jefo Qhrinj m^r.tHm, 4- 

* natt.cms fit.* 0e ton. oper»'Can. xxvi.* 
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ftttattimemi. Yea^ this bekig^dvriae aod inco^cftvv 
abijr cicidle^ty paurs ail areuod a bljize ctf. giof^y 
III which aU oqc pony doiaga are lofi^ as the« itsyns 
hi the meridian, funfhitie. 

«< We obeyi in ordev to final acccptance-'^-^Me- 
-thinksy this difcovors nomorie gratitiidet than wiC* 
dom. , Is / it not an officious indignity ta that noUe 
^oodnefs^ which has ietforth JESUS CHRIST for 
a piopitiation ?/ 1$ it not a conteoi^tiums difregar4 
of thBit*>haiiBenl7 voices which' iaidf wilhJo nauch j(b» 
,lemiltty,>^iin mm I. am^wdi pleafi^' wiih.tiis^dU)^ 
d»en JOr>]iie^'J---^XJQes this. OKjdt, does it 4iol:«degrad<^ 
th^ SAVIOUR ? Does it mortiify^ does ii not cho» 
iiflr the* pride >of 'man ?^^ According to tUs fch^me^ 
<fad merits of 'onr LORD^are the f^undatioiit mut 
immediately of oar acceptance) but of that fituatioH 
^oiily, in which ve are fupppfed capable of acquiring 
IS^oiirfdves. They are, rin ihpri:, • no more than a 
Itoere pedeftal ; oil whiek hiiman wofd), or radkcv 
huihaA vamityi may iftand :«kaiud) siodichsiMcnge the 
favour of heaven^ . ^ 

< Ally Sir 1 acceptance with GOD» isranimmenlo- 
'ly-tidi tod glorious 4^Ieffii^ i a high and^ traxilbeiid- 
ently^precious privilege; incomparably too high and 
gioriou6^.>jt9 bo obt^nedf iQ ' any degree^ by fach 
ifiean obedience as yours and mine.'^--The pardo)p 
pf r^rbcU againft the Kiiig of kingsi) the reception 
4>f leproui fiiiners inta the bofom ol heaveni ihafi 
fucli e&dsy than wlhidi nothing can be gfea<%r^ 
(j^liiwjx bepefitSy th^in which fiothii^ can be ricli- 
c^i he :^ci;ibed.lQ.hj^mao obedience? Wha^ but ^ 
very diftrai^ion oS^m oiieafCf cm have octaiioiiM 
V c'at^ ak:(>tiht fdf a tjhdught fo citreme fai abfurdi^ 
ty! — (jShall we, fordid wapet/qhcii, with our ulceroua 
forest '.our widuered liidbSf and a ilupof ^over aA ^mr 
faeuttiei) fhal!i iev^ think mirfelves able to d»JiM^ 
X^j/^; ibr^£tIlif,,who^^^^^n^ fdryicerof ai^ 

gels I 9a^^o*do fometiiipg .confidaabk:Ci^ 
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:&afi«l a.idtim to that trM^sendant honoar and bap» 

:|Mieft» the figli&4>f hi»souiiteiUHMe?}T-^ttr adof^ 

tkmsl mir Amtfgmiigai/^^ ctir prafcYs! 

our preadung t our facramental dudes I what are 

they all Imt/fikby Tags V compared with hsft Ineon* 

^tehrtkit holiase£i 'and gknrjr J What part oi his work 

4^ we atteni|itY but we debafe it wMk our ^depl^s*- 

bfe &nperfo&i(m«i or pi^lute it with mtt very feouch? 

-*ShaMe then hrlongs to aa» fltaoie and conf«tii<Mii 

el facTy' whtocvet weJook- lo ootfclv^ <». .auc.-ewn 

fctformaftcea. While all out comfoirty. aH oiiicbop^ 

is to te'^derived ,£rom Jthe oitly tigbteous fiM 

GHRiarr JESUS. /. u 

~ If we >kiiow : not enough o£ our -own Afoe^tmcf^ 
Md .fi9^»i^c«cy^ kt i|s lifteo tOrthe pXQpMt Ifi^iah |w 
iln ofdelr lo out aoeeptance with C^Df he imprma 
"^ « (iebafKni'> wids. aU.,hfeir ftaieiy cedast /^lis not 
^ liAfficicnt to buarn! ; * iior all the bleaft^/ that range 
ehhwgh^her;iBailcnliwihkd438i.^iuflkietit.foz a buni^ 
f^j^aoD^/'i'Matiqii^/'wboie^iuit^ms^ ^vailnpnioTe 
than fingle perfons;. Should. they; unite their abiljr 
.tios^ and exert a81' their ^tbat^ to do fomething 
wbk^^lRay fncoi]|nnend:themi4o.J£ii^^ «3 




tM3^ m^Uppetk ia^ovtort di^'ctfniaei8iiaiiiii|wariiaiiG7«i ;8fttei 
aiQrc hoxrul ^ememcjlK than tin -^If fuch ff rviccs are a (wec,l» 

UookL uiterc^eiuon, aod nghtec^u.'n^fs. , ^ 




mm'^'mf&ia^^«iEt'mi^9^^ «# 
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^Ri^ttM b^ mesini inisffisAual, ddpiciabte- Mean, ^ as 
-^ the dR>pf of a bucket/ which falls to the ground, 

and none i^gards it. Ineffeiftual, « as the'duft upon 
'« the* bakncCj'Vhith wants even that fmall degree 
^luipetusi heceffarjr ttj'turn the moft' nicely poifcd 
rfcales. Defpicable, « as the atoto*thaa^ floats* in the 
-tir, ftnd has ^ hot Weight ei\pugh to fettle kfelf on 
^any objted.-«-^ould yoti reply, in all thef^ things 
there^isf^foBSe, though very little fubftancej the pro- 
.'jAet farther declares, that « all nations* in thfe world, 
•UrtA all th^r Virtues,' Acaomplifliments, and worfc^, 
'^ould, befojtt the infimtely-maj<?ftic GOD, be 7^ 

nothing, lefs than nothing, yea, ¥an4cy itftlf j Inea- 
:^aUe, abibi^teiyineapiitbk df wi^nkig hift fairoor, 

tridmng atiy thing worthy of his notice ^v^iHeibd 

.^ .placandqm {ian)«tn fiBKeranty meram luhil etiaaoe. Nailiiai 
'^*^ piai;e pppclus sfierre m cpmniendatione caurie tu« apudDeums 
••• im« effc nihfio ipfo ct ifMMf tnferiorai fi quid nihilo minu? firgi 
^ vtcojiUri.piill^, NiMk^^eft-m natura: le^ltdgilMittAetlil^ 

*^ ad obtipeiidam jaf^itiam apud Dv unij^ ut Aixtiil Mcegi. Ci:^s 
*** generis funt omnia «fij|MtfJ« ct ' tpmmcnta fapientlae carrui. 
*^ Noil tantuih Deo noii comrutrrdanti i%d potidsirjttn et indig*- 

* A^ay I be allowed to elucidate the noble pafTage quoted a* 
bove? Sure 1 am, tlic reader will not be difpleafed with the. di» 
''greiBoh^- aiit^5 the ^ttnot^toir €aiis in the esieetltroti^'aftd hAu the 
'iniaforttttte 

^ Ot/pa Mcrtre tt:^enf. 

' The prophet, ftruck vrith the cortemplatlfti* of a tnaftfelori- 

*BiSS perfonage'^ cries out, like one trpaiported and ainas<?>df Who^ 

i^ever was any thing comparable to him, eirher exifting ia sa— 

'lure, or imagined by fancy. H^ho bathme^/uredtbe nuatrrsf the 

•onfathomable deep^ and the boundlcfsAtave; itT«afaned them, 

|siot m his capacious cifterh, but i» t^btfU^w efhis hamdi Wbf hMk 

*meted Mt ieavem; an expanfe in' which worlds rt^ahre^ and ex-^ 

tended to immenfity ; mietcd it, not with an otitftretched tin*, 

hut Vfitb the [pan of his fino:ers'? Who htdh iompnhencfei the Jafl rf 

^'eitHi^y a]l the foili roarenfs of this prodtgioiMy-large globe^ 

•as a tittle pittance htfhefmnllcfl merfuref Wk» katk ttftighei Ot 

fnountains^ with all their ponderous ridges, and cbe hills, witk 

:41i their mafly rocks, as a man weigheth ari ounce or a dr$ni in 

%it fuks i'^Htre i woold only bbferre the jtidtdotts dtoice of 
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ihcteforey for ever bletfed bo divuie gvace^^ th|t w». 
have SI gr^at High PrkA, in whom QQJ) i» fdeaf«di. 
is well pkafed ^ an4 hii| very fool cMightetb ; whofe* 
facrifice, and vltoCt;~wprk>, bavje mierited all: tbe 
good, tb^t (inacxs can. wanl) or ib^ ALMIGHTY : 
Can beftowt ,. . . . 

If; wc are not. yet duly bumbled^ nor twilling tp« 
profef{^ ourfelves beholden to diving gcace alone % iir 
we £kiU refivlve toHoe princtpala ojr pafiner^ with the*. 

*• ■ • ' < * ' ' * -** 

obje^ By far thf moft iliftiagufOied and masf nificcnt» that tb<e . 
rniivefru* aiffords. The abyis of waters^ and the circuit of th« 
flLietl'thfc dimenHontf of the earth*, and the elevation of the 
movntsrnsl Cofiifaiied wkfeh which, the lafii»ft grovct arc left* 
than the hyftup:p^ the wall; and the mp^. ample citifi aret 
ima/ler than a graip oF muilard-feed.^ 

Then follows' a cemparifon, more aHmif'abl^ if It be pofl!bI«r,'| 

tliaii this £ne defcriptien. BiMdi The nattoos, whether on the^ 

aeigbhQuring eootijiftit'Or in the remoteft ifles, are, before tbi«: 

exalted Beings as the fmallefl drop of a bucket, which is air 

moft too fcanty to defefvf our notice They are as the fimaller 

doft itpoQ ibe.baibnce, wliieh-lt net fofieient even to turn tbA* 

liererjng i«ale« JTI^Hlire as the Onatieft aton»^* which has not^ 

Wfi|;bt eirnugb to reach the ground, nor fi)rce enough to refift. 

the flSghteft undnktions of the air. Yea, all the nations of the 

csarth.' aoiidi^' a}) their pomp andgrandear, wirh all their boait*' 

e^apconpHOimentiaad admired woiks, are before this incom^t 

prehenfible PODy as a mere nothing.— Can languai;e go far-. 

thcr ? Can imag natton take a bolder flight? Yes; the.aflonifh-" 

iag'fSncJh.iditAS'i^ the ptnpbet add a heightenmg, a redoubled' 

heightening even to this inimitable pidltsre. The kingdoms .o£ 

the woi-ld,^ with all their inhabitants, and all their honours, are. 

lefs rhnn ndthin;\; are lefs than vanity itfelf, irtfhe eAimate of 

tlie afeightr JEHOVAH. . 

This,Jf I am nothifrbiy miflaken, is one of the moft highly! 
QntOied &etche«ofithe,^a»^/and j^/rinr, extant in the wl^oje 
con.pafeo<' letters.— let us always remember, that the majeftlc^ 
perfon,. M;bom it defcrlhes, is our atoijemeht and rightcoufnefi 
4wew..<i %\ is^ur IJicplietd^end guide (^wr. ii*) ; if will th'ert bei 
.one ff the tnoft cofifol^toryanddel^htfol truthf, m all the, 
book/»f GOb^-'AudO! may we never forget, that the fmall^ 
\6rtxfi of the bvi:k<i% the Jhialer ctaft in the balance, th^ vo- 
latUo atom; aii<« tbat w«|Hch«is lefs^aa nn^lng^ are intended^ tol 
Itiew ^% ^v|i«t lifeipre ana^ofrii einieavottrs, works, cnd*dutjie%. 
' .make in the fight of alipii^hfy GOD* We /hr^U then have a doe^. 
i trine, moft powerful to lumble fls, to abafe \is, and to leach uf 
tofessoailce'ciiPCA^M^ifSbteovirne^ , ' - .^ •*'" « . A 
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OM M^IMATOR, in the. pwcliafe of tlie kieftiafi* 
aUe jewcl» let as foir^ kft « the LORD oar ri^u 
« eonfnefs' refent fucb a diftonour done tahimfelf ^ 
alid fwcar in bis wrath, that we ihaH hayc neither 
lot nor portion in this matter. Of this he hath ex* 
jMrefsIy warned us b? his apoftle^ < If jpe be circum*' 
^ cifedy CHRIST ftatt profit yon noAing/ What 
would St. Paul teach us by thk foiemm proteftation ? 
•—That no Jew can be £ived? Uimfeff was a He^ 
brew of the Hebrews $ cireumcifed the eighth da|« 
—That a Chriftbn \r0ald9 by lecerring circumci* 
fion after his courerfion to CHRIST, forfeit all his 
ptivikges? Hoi for he hsaUelf curcumcifed Timp* 
thyi to gain him a fair hearing from the Judaiziog 
big0ts*«-*Or 19 circutndfion here ufed, hf way pf 
Amedochey for the ceremonial law ? teachings ns^* 
matt the Mo(aic rites were now abcdiAied, an at« 
tempt to continue the obfervance of them, would 
be an unpardonable oppoikion to the defigns of Pro^ 
▼idence i The charitable coinpromifey reeorded in 
the xivth to die Romans, leads to a different con* 
clufion. — ^Or did thofe feducing teaches, who ve*. 
qnired this conformity from die Gentile conrerts, 
require them to renounce CHRIST, and relapfe in- 
to merd Judaifm ? Neither is this at all fuppofable. 
They only required fuch a conformity, <* in order 
<< to their acceptance through his merits ;** which 
they never reje^ed, but only placed as a foundation 
lor their own. 

What then can be meant by, • CHRIST ihatt 
< profit you nothing, if ye be circumcifed ?' If ye 
make circumcifion, or any tiling whatever^ befides 
the righteoufnefs of CHRIST, neceCary to your ac<*. 
ceptance wirh GOD^ ye (hall receive no advantage 
firom aU that the REDEEMER has done and fuffer- 
ed. This is to halt between works andgrace^ be«^ 
tween CHRIST and felf. And fuch divided re- 
gardsp^hc will interpret as an afFronti rather than an 



ac<ie|)tJibl^ho!hhg^^.*^ In^e&flJ *hi94^, Irf-Chriftiaris, 
thfe- graftd' a^ify. fty 'tl^Js ^thcy' -aeWy* the fafRcieii- 
cy 'of * their S^A^IOIPR^tl ^hitiV ^dnftirtfii^iate right- 
coufnefs.'^^ O^hfe^f 4?af^tHeiiffd«vfe»ifnfrfelf -our^f the 
coTcnariec#'g«at^,^d ttiftft'fex^feft'ftd^faMtioii but 
by doing tti€>^ltf)fc livf. ''• ' '^ • 1 *J -^ 

■TKts is tUe^^^u4 apoftolic datffiorf.' T6 whffch let 
fiic fiAfotrt fhcf'phJrt »j[^dfic ftiftmafe*!--^^ Ye are 
< axidej^teftt,*^ fiy^St^Pa^l;* tA)r<J)iHi^Ny;( tot feilire- 
ly^ inet **j|3ic«iri^fi%i feut^fiflallj?^ '<!ltW BELOV- 
«'ED/ 'All Jce^ei>faT?cefol* lateral* 'kiridj ^VMt- 
c^ ^dat«', *iS>^¥S<ilfy I A 'M*Ai^, 'Mt ;1rt ^ny tlimg of 
oiir*cr\;^n>-*^he *Ul*h6r te 'tlie-ttetfrcwi affii^ms that 
'.CftRIST hzth'6bhimd' Y€detnptfidii,^ noMeft-it to 
be ac^owipUfhtrdJ' eithiir iii pfreatet^ or fm^er -mea- 
fune, % dur^ing^tTtd'atnd^ddtfes. * No-/ IieW-r^felf 
hadi obtaln<^i b^^ ^rcfefft Wid -finaF; yeavc&niplete 
and <'*terttal' redemption for u«.''^ And-wilF yen,- Sir, 
^kr^^to^okr o-^ti'tskfcdi^tt^^^hktthe apbfflc fo 
cx^rfefsly slferibes', 'aikl fo e^tkery^pfopri^ifes, to 
the Weffed 'JE&U8»?— The fame writer alTures us, 
that CHRISTi ^byoncf offering, hath peffedled for 
•ever fliem that arc ftndlified/ Them ihat are 
clcanfcd with the bldod- of fprinkirng, he'fiath not 
only difeharged horn the giiilt dt flri; Hub rendered 
tBem unblameable*and^ nrrteptovihie^ befoffe the 
Majtefty of heaven. He hath 'done z\\ ^hht ?s h«ref- 
f«y for their full, perfeft; -and' evcHaftrng accep- 
tation. Yes'; whether it be in life or de':^th| whe- 
tHir^t btf at ^c thraffe bf ^t^ce, bt^K^ tribtfnal of 
jtidgement ; during- the' f^aii' of tihiti' dt Ihrbiigh 
the'agei of eternity f -all th^t ; js necieffary Fot our 
perfed ^aicdptitibH, 1&'d6'Ti^: -dWe by anlniShi^ely- 
better h^ndy than* oiii* owp ; by >rt ' kiffnftely-better 
exped!eiit,'th'^^y burton ^cfbedieW.' 

Dol, by tKefe remoilftra1ices,'f<ft at' noiigbt true 
holitiefs'P'^r.fafVpofe a falVatioh fepdrate from holy 
obedience ? You, Sir, cannot entertain fuch a fup- 

H 
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pofitton ; fitice, in your very laft remarki you was 
dtflatisfied with my infiftlng on the infeparabU c«n- 
ne£lion of a living faith, and works of righteouf- 
hefs.-^I honour .and prize works of righteoufnefs. 
I would inceiOantly inculcate, both the indifpenfible 
ncceflityy and the manifold utllityi of holy obedi- 
ence. We are redeemed, that we may be zealous 
of good works* We are created in CHRIST JESUS, 
that we may be able to do good works. And bjr 
good works we are to glorify our FATHER who i^ 
in heaven. . , 

Only I would have good works. know their prc^ 
per ftation, and their proper office. I am far ^om 
letting at nought the fervices of the hand or- the 
foot. But I (hould very much difapprove their de^ 
ftgn, I (hoiild utterly d^fpife their pretenfions, iJF 
they (hould offer to intrude themfelves on the pro^ 
^ince of the eye, or ^Qc as the organs of fight. Apj* 
p}y this fii^ileito the. obedience of man^ and juiti^- 
cation oefore GODj or acceptance with GOD, ypU 
Avill then fee, in what, rank I place, in what eideem 
I hold, both the one and the other. 

^As .1 would, have opedience know its proper 
pjacfi;, fp ^ would have it take a right form. The 
pbe^dience whicfi you prppofe, is flie obedience of 
thcT^<>nd-iiOai^, not pf, the free. A flave, bought with 
ourv money, obeys in order to be accepted, A feV- 
vant, hired to difpatch our bufinefs, obeys in ordar 
to receive his wages-*- But the child obeys, becau£b 
he is beloved ; iaecaufe be is the heir } and all things 
which the father hath, are his. 

♦« Obey in order to acceptance ["-rBideed, Sir, 
you ^uite miftake the principle an4 Cource of QH^ ^- 
tian pbi^dience. Mpr |hall t uqdertake tp reftify 
your, miftaken apprehenfioiis, left ypu (hould fcorp 
to Iqarn from an inferior. ' I will refer ypu to a fet 
of teachers, from whom you need not blii£h to r©^ 
ccive inftruftion. But as this may demand a Very 
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particular confideration^*' I Ihall poftpone it to fome 
future opportunity, and affign to it a diftin£l e-* 
piffle. 

In the mcan-time, if you (hould aik, why 1 have 
been fo copious upon this point f I anfwer, becaufe 
it IS a matter of the utmoft importance. An error 
on this fubje£i, is as detrimental to our fpiritual 
welfare, as a fault in the firft conco£lion is to the 
animal conftitution ! A mjftake Concerning accep- 
tance with GOD, muft fet^Tti i fiilfe light every re- 
ligioas truth, and'flied a malignant influence on e« 
tcry religious fen timent. ^ * 
* If you alk| why I have repeated the obnoiious 
propofition, almoit as frequently as the rams' norns 
founded the fatal blaft, on the day when Jericho* 
was overthrown ? I anfwcr. For the vety fame pur- 
pofc. To overthrow^ if pofliMe, fo pernicioas a 
notion) to lay it as low, as th^ fortifications of that 
devoted city. And I hope, neither Mr. Wcfley, nojr 
anv other, will attempt to rebuild it, led they < lay 
*the fouiidation thereof,' iti the' dHbonour of the 
bleflbd REDEEMER, < and fet up the gates of it,^ 
in the diftrefs of precious fouls. Both which' effe^ls, 
t am perfuaded, are very retiiote from your inten- 
tion. That they may be equally rem'oti^ frbm your 
preaching, your writing, and all your define, is 
the fincere wiih of, &c. 



L E T T E R IV. 

• Rev. Sm, • ' , i • 

I Had, in the Warmth of my conCcrh/'almoft for- 
got to take notice of a texti which yoU pro- 
duce from I Tim* vi. 17, 18, 19; and, which is 
fomewhat ftrange, produce as a proof, that' the a^ 
poftle requires Chrtftians << to obey, in order to 
^ their final acceptance." 

H a 
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Is Paul then become the apaftate ? and do the 
furfes which he has denpunced againft the feducers 
of the Galatian converts, fall at length on hij own 
licad ? He placed Timothy at Ephefus, as a bulwark 
againft the jencroachmcnts of other do£lrines^ Was 
it with a referve for liberties of this kind, which 
he himfelf fhould take ? Can we think his-mjnd fo 
much altered, lince he told thofe very. Ephefians,. 
that, without feeking ;icceptance through their obe* 
dience, ^^jf were zhtB^y- accepted in Jie BMLOVMDF^ 
Does he now rctra£t the bleifed truth ? a^^iCag the 
rich, to raife a cloud of golden duft, that it may co» 
v.er theit fi|i&» wid waft them to the&ies? at the fame 
time^ excluding the poor from the fellowfliipof thi» 
new gofpelf and the hope of glory. Is he growa 
afhamed of that righteoufnefs of GOD, which, h^ 
aflured tlue Romans, was the power of GOD unto 
falvation, only through believing ? And are ^re,t 
Sir, grown weary of that pure doftrine, which ~wa«. 
reftored to us, by oar glorious r^farmers ? Ar^ we^ 
willing to giv^ up the 4?po<itun^ aij^4 veturq to. tfce 
more than Egyptian d^rknefe of ff iars aa4 m9ouk& i 
with whom . * . 

-"^ --^ Caelum efl venajle J)EUS^ue ! 

But to the point. — I fliall tranfcribe the text, and 
add a (hort paraphrafe ; which may, perhaps, ex- 
j^ain the meaning, and bcft refute the objeftion. 

* Charge them that are rich in this world, that they 

* do good, that they be rich in good works, ready 

* to diftribute, willing to communicate } laying up 

< in ftore for tkemfelves a good foundation, thsit 

< they. may lay hold on eternal life. Charge them/ 
thofe believers * <^mong you, • who are rich in this 

[* The ejchortation is addreiTed, not to the ungodly, but to 
true bcHevers ; whu had received CHRIST, and were faved 
through grace ; confequeatly, had Ha need t0 'win or tttain .t-* 
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< world, tkat thcf do food/ tfaat^ as members of 
CHRISTp they ihew ktadojefs, sumI cxercif^ bene6-* 
cence to others. < Tlmt thcj be ikh in good works/ 
aboundiiig in thoft works aod bhovcs of Jove, which 
flow from iaith, or a ccmifortable perf«af>oA of thehr 
mteceft ia CHRIST. < Ready to diftribute/ on aU 
proper occaGons, with cheerfulneft and delight ^ at 
eoanting it more blefled to gire, than to receive* 

< Willing,' even without folicitation, * to eommu« 

< nicate ',' and not only embracing^ but feekiog^very 
(Opportunity of relieving the neceffitous. Lightly 
efteeming all that k called wealth here bdew ; and 
^ laying up in ftore for tbemfeiyei' another kind of 
treafure, [even CHRIST, who is the> pearl of price, 
and the true riches.} This will be ' a good fooo- 

* dation' - of hope, of comfort, and joy, < againft 

< the time to come,' whether it be the trying feafon 
of ficknefs, the awful hour of death, or ihe more 
tremendous day of judgement : That, placing their 
affe^ions on him, and having their treafure in him, 
they may be found wife . merchants : not grafping 
uncertainties and ihadows* But < laying fait hold 

* on' "* fure and fubftantial pofieilions ; even < oil 

< eternal hie.' 

"ternal life> but only to make U, iu their own a{!pfchenno9, or 
to their own confcieiiccs, more and more fure. Had tDey been 
imcon verted people, the apoftte would, like his divine MAS- 
TESi difeourling with die rich, but unrej^enerate Ktcodenms, 
bave firock at the root of their mifery ; aod Ipoke of more im^ 
portact tbin^s^ than diftributlag a littie iliinlng du(t amoii^ tiie 
poor.] 

♦ • Take ftUl h»ld on'-- thus I woukitranflrte that «ttfphattcal 
^ompoaud word fTrMtf^WJflV* Which agrees with tho experi- 
ence of the Chnftian^ and- is aot without the authority ot tlie 
critic. With the experience of the C^jr/Jlian, Since believers, by 
the exercife of /aith, producing all good works, are continu«> 
■ally iBMaramiog and. iBcreatjnt?, their hok) uf CHRiS r;ami of 
that eternal life, which is given them in him.-^Wicb tkc anthff^ 
rity of the critic. For the word iVgnifies, " to (eiae with great 
^ velfemency ; to 1^ hold on with both hands, ."^s.upon.athii^ 
^ wa are glad to have givt^ and will be loath to let go agaiu.*' 

H 3 
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. << We eiUblifli the. law : vm pniride for its- h<m- • 
<' our by the perfe&.obecl4eneeKif CHRIST^^ fays 
Afpafio. — <^ Can you . ^foSBUj < drink/' tepfieslt^ 
Wcflcy, « that S(«,PaulMve»dt; Ats^'^-^-Befoje I an- 
fwer this queftton^vgive me leave ixt a&' anedier. 
Have ypii> Sir, doee juftice tO' Afpafio ? Is what 
jpvL iiuote, the whole of hi& iitteipvetaticm I have 
you.oot ieereted a featence, which fpeaks the very 
thiog fQ^ hbinei for omitting i 

. A mili9i)ier iif the houfe ^ Cotmoofis,. harasigti* 
iog.ljle hononralble affeiBbly^^ took ihe Itberty^to af* 
(e%t$ <^ The gentlemen in the miniAerial inHreflv^ 
^VtiJiver ^opofe any thing- for the good of their, 
f^ j(C»lil4try*'^ 'Xliis was no fooner uttered, than a. 
W4f p^ ffarti^an df the other fide darting itp> com-^ 
plained lotudly of caJumnf.and fcandaL Hold, Sir^* 
Iqt a oioment, (faid tlie intjerruptcd. orator,) lelihe 
jvsil finifii my fentence, and then .give vent to your' 
iff^ats^t iuvcdlives* My. mtention was to have 
>^ded, *^< imt. we in the oppofi tion readily a^nee to 
<l their meafotesif'-'f^Upon hearing this eaplanatioo, 
the houfe fmited, «ind the hafty zealot &t down a-»* 
jbamed.. . i. . .^. ' 

Let me produce the whole peciod now under con*: 
fiderMipn. Then I believe, the reader wiil allow^ 
that Mr. WeAey has imitated thi& hafty gentleman; 
,in one inftancevand whether he has notfome rea*^ 
foa to icaitate hire in» another, I Ihall leave to his: 
own determinationi^^ImmecUately after^ the difplay 
of free juftification, or of f righteoufnefs imputed? 
« without works */ Afpafio, aware of the poffibility 

hBMQH's4>ii.&tfr.^Thniit4ot9.nftti in this tolifieAidn, >de«» ^ 
, note as appre fiend Ing of fcmewhat not takc9 hjp44 Qf bejbi^e, ii^ 
!Bvl(ie»t from verfe the twelfth, where this very exhortation it. 
dire^fb cl to Timothy himf^lf; whb was an eminOht maii of GO0, 
siBd the fHbj«A of particular prophecies ; w«s a beiiever of tht^ 
firfV qlafs, and an undoubted heir of life and toimortalltT^ wh^ 
needed not therefore to attain^ but tu live in the ftedfail hope- 
and unintexniitted expedtatinri of tWe glorious Inheritance. ^ 

* Riomiv» 6« •• •• >...'../ 
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f^ abufiiig his do^h'tnr, 'aSei'm the mdifpehfibJ«f ne- 
ceffiijr of holinefs^ Tld* done, as quite ci^ared from 
the accufaiion, he >triii|ilpii» with the apoftle ; ^ Do 
*^ we then make ^oidi the law, through laith in the 
^ imputed t%hfeoiifnef8 of our LORD ? GOD forw- 
^Md'\ yea, veeftabiifh the law/ Con(i4eFed as 
<< the (nriginat covenant c^ life, we provide for i¥8 
H honour, by the petkO: obedience of CHRIST. 
<< Confidered as th% invariable ftandardof duty, we 
<<>tetiforGe its obfervanct, by the moftralionol) man* 
•«ly, and endearing motives ***— Here, Sir, was 
h^dly any room for the precipitancy of interrupt 
tion, becaufe the whole paflage lay before you. And 
it is i little furprifing, that you (hould fee and ani* 
madvert upcm the former claufe; yet- neither fee^ 
nerjregard, the daofe immediately foltoWtng. 
• « ff Did fuAz thought (of eftablifhing the law, by 
<^ibe atpnemenr and rigbteoufnefs of CHRIST) e« 
<%ver e»tcr into St* Paul's mind i^-^Ltt the prc- 
c^ediiigco&te&t determiner Has the apoftle been 
opening the true fenfeof the precepts, that they 
migh# be rightly underftood ? Has he been inculca- 
ting the inviolable obligation of the precepts, that 
thff^yomigbtbe duly pra^i£rd ? Has he not been af« 
fertin^ a juitification ahfolutejy free, eiFe£ted by 
the xightGonfne£B of GOD, without any co-agency^ 
from the. righteoufhefsof man i Does he not, in the 
iafi wordsr profclTedly encounter the objection, 
wbichi:in every age^ has been raifed agaihft this fa-* 
crodj^oftrine ? << Hereby you negle£t and dishonour 
H tb^dfiv^elaw/' No, iays the infpired apologift, 
the law; 19. hereby eftabUjiid^ and fhewn to be more 
ItaMe than earth or heaven. The grand Legiflator 
hinlfelf ihall be humbled to its obedience4 the GOD 
who gave the Ja^, {hall bleed for its penalties, ra« 
A/^ than a tittle fail of its due accdm^liihment. — 
ISajgnified thiis, the. law indeed is, and made^ for. 
* Thtnm and A<pafio, vol. I. pr i^u *' ' 
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ever honourable. And though Afpafia doe» ooc ez«^ 
cUide our pra^ical regardsi I do verily, for my owa 
part, believe, that tlie former fentiment, againft 
which you exclaim, was uppermoft with the apoftley 
and is the chief defign of the text. 

Yes, Sirj it was the apoftle's chief defign,. ta 
Ibcw the perfe£l confiftency of free juftificadoa 
with the mdft awful glories of the D£ITT y and 
tbefebv lay a firm foundation fmr the hope of a fin* 
ner. Had juftice, which is the eflential giorjr d* 
GOD'S nature, or the law, which is die revealed 
glory of his will— rhad either of thefe been violated^ 
Dy the evangelical fcheme^ benign and deikeable as 
it is, it muA have been utterly rejededif it couldi 
never have taken place; the whole world muft hairc 
perifhed, rather than fuch an injury be offered to ar* 
ny of the divine perfections. Therefore St. Paul 
moft fweetly teaches, and mod fatisfa<Skorily proves, 
that, inftead of being injured, they are mo(t illiafl 
trioufly difplayed by the obedience and death o£ 
CHRIST. By this means, JEHOVAH is inflexibly 
juft, even in juftifying the ungodly; and his kiw is 
highly exalted, even in abfolving the tramfgpeflTor^ 
that believcth in JESUS. 

Here is firm footing 5 here is folid rock. 

Solid rockj on which the Cnner may reft, who i^ 
well nigh funk in defpair; white the wayes and bil- 
lows of divine indignation go over his alarmed foul* 
'^^Firm footings on which he may pi oceed, who fee(9 
the importance of his eternal intereils, aaiLd does aat 
riik them on the vague notion of mere mercyi dare^ 
not give into the modiih. religion^ which leaves fuck 
venerable things, as the. juftice of the Moft High 
and the law of. the Moft Holy, deftitute of thcif 
due honpuii % and leaves fuch impotent creatures as 
men, to (hift (or themfelves^ by doing the beft ihfsjr 
can. 
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*« The plain meaning is, we ellabiiih both the 
*f true fenfe, and the effeftual praftice of the law: 
«* we provide for its being both under (lood and 
" praftifed in its full extent.*' — How can you make 
this provifion, if you fet afide the con fum mate obe- 
dience of CHRIST; « who is the end of the law 
< for righteoufnefs ;' for accompiifliing that rights 
eoufnefs, which its precepts defcribe^ and its con** 
ftitution demands. 

O ! Sir, jdid you confider, what that meaneth, 
which the apoitle ftiles ra o^veQav 7V VGyt»j you would 
uot ufe this language. Can 7<;^-«rcan (u^h zniferaUe 
finners 9^ %(/£,, ^ver dream of efiefku^y.pradlifir^g^ 
in its full extent, that law, which condemns everj 
failure , which requires trutli in the inward p»Tt8j 
which infills upon perfe£Uon, abfolutc perfe^ioai 
in every inftahce, and on all occadons; charging us» 

With aft inteniiey and «f nremittcd nerve. 
To. hold a courfe uafaiihejriiigy ' 

to the very end of our lives, and from die begins 
ning of tiiem too ?-^Attend, J entreat pn. Sir, tq 
this mod fuLlioie fanftity of the divine iaw« Then, 
inftead of faying, we prpvide for its performance ia 
the full e«Unt. of its demands \ you will probabl]| 
iay, with a more becoming modefty, we provide fos 
its performance, in a wa)f of willing, chearful, (!&«• 
cere obedience, ftill looking nnta HIM for ]ufti.fiK 
cation, who has, in our name, and as our furety^ 
fulfilled it to the uttermofL 

It is, I apprehend, one of your leading errors, 
that you form low, fcanty, inadequate apprehen^ 
fions of GOD'S law \ that law, which is a bright 
leprefe'ntation of his mod pure nature ; a beautiful 
draught of his moft holy will, and never, 6nce the 
fall, has been perfeftly exemplified in any living 
charafter, but only iathe. ^naa CHRIST JESUS., 
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—From. this error, many others muft uiiavoidably 
follow ; a difefteem of imputed rightequfnefs, and 
a conceit of perfonal perfe£bion i a fpirit of le^ai 
bondage, and, I fear, a tinfhire of Pharifaiqal pride. 

Should JMr, Wefley afk, why I harbour fuch a 
fnfpipoti concerning his fentiments in this particu- 
lar? I anfwer, Becaufe, here, he fpeaks of pradif* 
hig this law, which is fo exceeding broad, in its full 
extent. Bec9ufe, elfewhere, he reprefenti the vio- 
lations of thas law, whofe lea'ft tittle is of greater 
dignity than heaven and earth, as fmall matters } as 
petty ofiences ; or, tdi.ufe his own words, as 
•« thmgs not exafWy right.'**-But more of this here- 
after. 

Afpafio, to vindicate Ac equity of the future 
. judgement, declares, *' I fee nothing arbitrary in 
^ this procedure^ but an admirable miJLture of juft 
.<* fcverity, and free goodnefs. On thofe, who rc- 
" jc£k the atonement, juft fcverity. To thofe^ who 
«* rely on their SAVIOUR, free goodnef».^Mri 
Wefley, as though he would exculpate the ungod* 
ly, aflcs, " Was it ever poflible for them to rejefl 

k ?" -What fays our infallible Coupfellor ; the 

TEACHER fent from GOD? « They will not come 
< to ME, that they may have life.* They rejcdcd 
his counfel. They <would not ceafe from their own 
works, and betake themfehes wholly to the right- 
eoufnefs of CHRIST. This method of falvatioq 
they difliked. It was fooliflinefs unto them. There- 
fore they were difobedient to the heavenly call. — 
Does this take away their guilt? Muft GOD be 
reckoned unjuft in puniihing, becaufe meti are ob- 
ftinate in their unbelief ? 

GOD does not require mc, as you too injuriouf- 
ly hint, to « teuch heaven with my hand,'* in order 
to efcape damnation. But he invites and requires 
me, to accept of CHRIST and his falvatton. If. 
intent upon any imaginary accompliOiments of my 
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owflj I overlook the gift ; or, if, eager in the pur* 
fuit of worldly gratifications, I trample upon it ; it 
not the fault entirely my own? Does it not proceed 
from the folly of my mini, or the bad difpofition of 
my heart ; and leave my conduct without excufe ? 

Juftiflcatipn is complete, the firft moment we be* 
lieve; and is incapable of augmentation. Thus A* 
fpafio fpeaks. Thus Mr. Wcilcy replies, *• Not fo.** 
—And has h^, for his authority, a fingle text of 
fcripture? No^ but the whole council of Trent; 
one of whofe canotis dogmatizes in this manner* 
*< If any fhall affirm, that righteoufnefs received is 
^* not preferred, imd increafed likewife, by good 
'^ works ; but that g6od works are only the fruits 
*^ and (igns of juftification obtained, not the nieans 
^*of increadng.it adfo, tet lura be accurfed *." — I 
^m forry, Sir, to fee you again in fuch bad compa* 
ny. 'And I vrould hope,' if it were not an unhand* 
f6me>efle£tio^tl, you did not know your aflbciates* 
Y^ tt 4s ftrange^ that a Proteftant divine fliould 
haVe been^ fo tnattentivti iS the main plrt of his 
charafter;* of (hould be able' to forget, that coni* 
pletc' juftification, through the righteoufnefs of out 
LORD alone, is the very eflence, foul^ and glory 
6f the refbrHtdtionl '' ' 

But let'ixk exanrtne'the point.— Juftification, I 
apprehend j ' i^ ' oAe fiiif^e ' aft of divine grace. It 
inutt thercforei^bc eifheir Hdney or undone. If done. 
In myviry idfea of the Ji£l, it ihcliides completencfs; 
So tHat to Tpeak'of IrtiJoraplete juftification, is a 
contradi£lion ih teirmJ; like fp^king of dark fui^ 
fliihc, or a ro^nd toiard; \ ' ' 

An iricdmptete j-uftifidiWon f^cms, in the vcr^ 

nature of things, to be an abfolute-impoffibiiity. Ev- 

■''•••»',-'» i' \ r ' - T - , . . . . . • 

'•'** Siqur* di^'irl^ jtiftHhwn aec«ptatti noti cdnfervati, at<)^ 
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ven an earthly judge ctttiiiot juilify, where there ii 
the lead departure from integrity. He may over- 
look; he may fliew clemency; he may forgive. But 
he caimotjjn fuch a cafe, pronounce righteous. 
Much lefs can we fuppofe, that juftification (hould 
take * place before an infinitely-pure and jealous 
GOD, unlefs all guilt be done away, *and tte per- 
fon be rendered completely righteous* 

Befides, can that juftincation be other than com- 
plete, which is brought to pafs by tHe moft majeftic 
SON of GOD ? by his perfe(ily-holy nature ; by 
his infinitely precious fufFerings; and by his incon- 
ceivably-meritorious obedience ? This, if any thing 
in the world, muft be abfolutely complete; beyond 
compare, and beyond imagination complete; to 
fpeak all in a word, complete in proportion to the 
dignity, perfection, and glory of the accomplilhef. 

Is any fuch notion, as an incomplete juftification,/ 
to be found in the Bible ? St. Jpaul fays, « Whofpi- 
* ever believeth is juftified ;' to all intents and pur- 
pofes juftified. No, fays Mr. Wefley ; he may be 
juftified only in part or by halves. — He that belier- 
feth, adds the apoftle, * is juftified from all things.'. 
No, replies Mr. Wefley ; many that believe, cfpc- 
cialiy in the infancy of their faith, are juftified on- 
ly from fame things. There is no neceffity, that juf- 
tification fliould be complete, when or whcrc-evcir 
it exifts. 

Is there no neceffity? Why then does the voice of 
infpiration aiTert, that « the righteoufnefs of GOD' 
IS upon them that believe?— Can a man have tbit 
inc9mparably- magnificent righteoufnefs, and yet be 
incompletely juftified? — Does not the fame infpired 
writer declare, — that this p<?rfe<ft and divine right- 
cpufncfs is uppn^^//; not won fome only, but upon 
all b^lfevQTs?, whether they be weak or.ftrong; whe* 
ther in the fir ft moments of their converfion, or in 
the Idft ftage of their warfare. — Yes; and he far- 
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ther alTures us, that < there is no difFercnce/ No 
difi^ereacey with regard to the righteoufnefs itfelf ; 
for it is; the * one cverlafting* righteoufnefs of the in- 
carnate GOD. No difference, as to the re'ality of 
its imputation ; for it is * unto all, and upon all/ 
No difference in the way of receiving it ; which is 
« by faith in JESUS CHRIST.' Confequently, no 
dUFerence in the fruits or effefts,; which are pardon 
and acceptance, free and full juftification. 

Is Mr. Wefley, like the Popifh party, an advocate 
for a^firft, for a fecond, for I know not how many 
juftifications ? According to this fchemc indeed, juf- 
tification may be an incomplete thing. But .the mif- 
fortune attending this fcheme,' is, that it has no 
foundation in fcripture. The fcripture knbws no- 
thing of it; the fcripture declares againfl it ; and 
acknowledges, as but one faith, out one baptifm, fo 
butane juftification. 

This is the grand fcriptural maiim ; « HE hath, 

* by one oblation, perfefted for ever them that are 

* fanctified.' The oblation is one, needing no repe- 
tition, and no appendage. It does not partially ac- 
cpmplifh, but perfe£l:s the bufinefs of juftification ; 
perfeds it, not at the laft only, but from firft to 
laft 5 yea, for ever and ever ; in behalf of all thofe, 
who are fanflified ; or made partakers of this great 
facrifice, and this divine atonement. 

This is the fine fcriptural illuftration; < The heir, 

« even wKile he is a child, is lord of all.' You have, 

perhaps a fon born. Upon this child you multiply 

jour favours and careffes. He grows in wifdom and 

.ftature. Yet neither your favours, nor his growth, 

add any thing to his fonftiip, nor augment his right 

to your inheritance. With both thefe he was in- 

vefted, the firft moment he drew breath. So, we 

are no fooner . juftified, than we are heirs ; * heirs 

« of GOD, and joint heirs with CHRIST/ The 

perception and enjoyment of this privilege may in- 
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creafe. But the privilege itfelf, like the birth-ri^it 
•of the firft-barn, is incapable of augmentation. 

Would Mr. Wefley, with the followers of Armi- 
*niusy exclutle the rightcoufncfs of CHRIST 4 and 
introduce fomething of man's as the efEcient, or as 
.a concurrent, caufe of juftification ? Then likewifb 
his notion of a gradual, a variable, an incomplete 
juftification, muft, 'cnfue. Whether it be fail^ 
which he would introduce for this piirpofe, or re^ 
-pentanee, or fincere obedience^ or -whatever elTe he 
pleafes-^ according to the jaieafure of thefe works 
or graces, muft be the degree of juftification; and 
:iipt only as to different perfons, but as to the fame 
perfon, at different times. .-. ' 

•Farther, fi nee all thefe endowments, arc fo long 
^s we continue in the prefent ftate, imperfe£i:; our 
juftification muft, according to this plan, unavoid- 
ably partake of their imperfeftions. It cannot be 
entire and lakiiig .aothing, till mortality is fwallow- 
ed up of life.-— But how contrary is this to a cloud 
~of -witnefles from the fcriptures! * Ye -are,* even 
now, * juftified. He hath,' even in this prcfent 
time, * reconciled you to GOD.' Through the 
.birth and death of IMMANUEL, there is not only 
•peace on earth,' but < goodwill towards men;' 
-^oKu^y favour, complacency, and love, from the ho- 
ly GOD, to the fallen foul. And is not thiscom*- 
,plete Juftification. 

^ There may be as tnany degrees in thefavc^tti*, 
*' as in the in^igc of GOD!" — This objeftion tnrm 
upon a fuppofition, that the favour of GOD tOr 
wards us is occafionedby the image of GOD in us : 
'which is the dodrinc of the law ; the very language 
of Heathenifm; and has not a favour Oif tthat gof- 
-pel, in which CHRIST isalL And I think myfelf 
-more concerned, to remove fuch very prejudicial 
miftakes, than to fiftand adjuft any nice fpcoii^la- 
tions, .relating to degrees of the divine favour. vAf- 
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pofio has touched this poirvt. Referring you to his 
obfervation, I fliall confine myfelf to a more inte- 
relUng fubjicft. 

If i& « CHRIST/ who^ « has redeemed us to GOD/ 
t» the favour and fruition of GOD, * by his blood \* 
by his blood alone, without any aid fronvour good- 
nefe, or any co-operation from any creature. — His 
work pleafes GOD. His work magnifies the law. 
His work is incomparably the pobleft of alt things 
in heaven or earth. This therefore is our recom- 
mendation to the divine Majefty. Intereftcd in this, 
we ftand p€Tfe€l:iy righteous before the KING im- 
mortal, and fhali be eternally accepfable in his fight. 
—it wad only on account of Abraham*s fuppHca- 
tio% that GOD fhewed compaffion to Abrmelech. 
It was only on accpunt of Job*s interceifion, thaC 
tile LORD was pacified towards his three friends. 
And; it is. only oh account of CHRIST'S righte- 
wrf»ef5y that the HIGH and HOLY ONE beholds 
pf«y cltild of" Adam with compl^ency and delight. 
Td JESVIS alone beteng^ the honour of reconciling, 
jtrfkilyinig, faving i»he iniru«m€FaWe mitHoos of re* 
deemed fifinefs* And is- not the LAMB thatwjts' 
flajn, worthy to be thus honot^red, and thus exalt- 
ed? 

Is then our o^n internal and external goodtiefs 
of IK) avail in this matter l-^^htt »& hear the elo-' 
quent I-fai^^ the evangelift of the Jewilh* ehureh. 
< The lofty looks of man fhall be humbled, and the 
* haughtinefs of man ihall be bowed down; and 
*-cheLORD,^ the LORD JESCJS CHRIST, * alone, 
••Aall be exalted in that- day-'-^Dbes* this text', it 
may be feid, relate to the gofpel, and- the Ciife of 
acceptance with G^D? Or is it poffible to rtiake 
\ihat followsy confiftenf wkh fuch an interpretation ? ^ 
-^et ii€r fee^ whether it be ri0t> by the HOLY 
(^IFOST bimfdf, ^nade- perfeftly confiftefit with- 

I 2 
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« The day of the LORD of hofts,' in the prophe- 
tical fcriptures, generally and . principally (ignifies 
the time of the gofpcl-difpenfation ; when the LORD 
puts the finifhing hand to his revfclation ; gives the 
brighteft difplay of his grace ; and gathers together 
all things in CHRIST. 

This day, and its influence, (hall caufe a wonder- 
ful revolution in, what is Called, the religious, vir- 
tuous, moral world. It (hall fall like a thunder- 
bolt upon every idol, fet up in the hearts of men ; 
ihall prove their wifdom to be folly ; their ability to 
be impotence ^ all their works to be worthlefs. 

This prophecy, being fo repugnant to our no* 
tions, and fo difguftful to our inclinations, is af- 
ferted and enforced with the greateft particularity, 
both as to perfons and to things. 

As to perfons. — < For the day of the LORD of 

* hods (hall be upon* whom ? upon the fordid wretch, 
or the fcandalous (inner? Rather upon * every one 

* that is proud and lofty' in his own conceit 5 plum- . 
ing himfelf with the notion of fome imaginary pre- 
eminence above his neighbour. It (hall be likewife 

« upon every one that is Jifted up' in the efteem of 
others ;• either on account of Roman virtue, or A- 
thenian philofophy, or Pharifaical zeal. And, not- 
withflanding his afpiring pretenfions, or glittering 
accomplifhments, < he (hall be brought low ;' (hall 
be degraded to the rank of a loft, undone, helplefs. 
(inner. 

So that none (hall have it in his power to fay, « I 
*^ ani better than thou. I ftand upon more honout- 
« able terms with my MAKER, and am a fitter ob- 
«« }t& for his favour." They -(hall all be like prifoQ^ 
ers, confined in the fame dungeon, and liable to 
the fame condemnation. Every one of them equally 
deftitute of any plea for juftificatiou ; and. aU of 
them, a$ to acceptance with their CR£ATQRy 
without any difieretice. No difference,L in .tfais.rc^; 
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tfc£k, between the accompliihed gentleman^ and 
^e infamous fcoundrel ; no dilRsrence between the 
Tirtuotis lady^ and the vile proilitate. No diffe- 
rence at all) as to the way and manner of their ob» 
taining falvation. So that the whole may appear to 
be of grace. 

As to things. — ^This part of the fubje£l is illuftra- 
ted by a grand ailemblage of images } comprehend* 
ing aU that is moft diflinguifhable in the vifible crea* 
tion, and denoting whatever is moft admired or ce- 
lebrated among the fons of men. — Oaks and cedars 
are the moft ftatelv productions of vegetable na- 
ture. Therefore < the day fliall be upon all the ce- 

< dars of Lebanon, and upon all the oaks of Baihan/ 
— Hills and mountains are the mpft confpicuous and 
majeftic elevations of the earth. Therefore the day 
ihall be*/ upon all the high mountains, and upon 

< all the hills that are lifted up.' — Towers and cities 
are the moft magnificent works of .human, art. 
Therefore the day fliall be * upon every high tower, 

• and upon every fenced wall. — ^The (hips of Tar- 
« fliiih' are put for the wealth, the advantages, and 
the various improvements, procured by navigation 
and commerce. Pleafant piftures may reprefent c- 
very elegant and refined embellifliment of civil life* 
— ^The whole coUeClion of metaphors, feems to ex- 
prefs all thofe attainments, pofleffions, and excel- 
lencies, which are fuppofed to add dignity to our 
nature, or ftability to our hopes ^ to conftitute a 
portion, inivhich we ourfelves may reft fatisfied, or 
a recommendation, which may entitle us to the fa- 
vour of heaven. 

Yet all thefe things, before the requirements of 
GOD'S law, and before the revelation of his right- 
eoufnefsy fliall be eclipfed and difgraced. * Thrown 

< to the bats,' and con figned , over to obfcurity; 

* thrown to the moles,' and trampled into the duft. 
So that, in the purfuit of eternal life, none fliallre- 

- 13 
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gard them ; or elfe regard* thcnr^ only to defpife 
them. 

Thus, fays the prophet a fecond* ttmc.-«^Ta rtn-i 
der the work of humiHation effedhral, he redoiibles^ 
hrs Wow. May otrr whole foiris^ fee:! the energy of 
his vigorous expreffiohs ! Thus * fliall the loftineft 
'of man be bowed down, and the haughtinefe of 
^ man Ihall be laid Icr^.' Ail notion of pcrfonal ex-- 
ceHency fet afid^, they (hall be bafc and vile in their 
own eyes ; acknowledge the impoffibility of being 
reconciled by any duties of their own, and pbce 
all their confidence on the ptopitiatrng* dearth antf 
meritorious obedience of JESUS GHRIST. TB^i 
lefs than nothing; //jF, all in all. 
' With this impottaht fentimem I clofe* my letter f 
not without an ardent wifh, that it may fink into 
our thoughts, and dwell upon both our hearts. 

Yoars, &d; 

LETTER V. 

Rev. SiRj 

YOX7R lall, and feveral of your othet obje^aidnff, 
appear more like notes and n^emoratidutns> 
than a juft plea to the public,^ or a fatisfadiory ex- 
planation of your opinion. They have rather fh6 
*' air of a caveat, than a confutation 5 and we ztt of- 
ten at a lofs to difcern, how far your remonftrance 
18 either forcible or appofite. ' 

Brief negatives, laconic aflertioris, and quick in- 
terrogatories, opened by no pertinent illuutations, 
fupported by no (criptural authority, are more like- 
ly to dagger, ftun, ahdpUzzlc, than to * fettle out 
♦ notions in religion.* You feem. Sir, to have fofi 
gotten, that propofitions are not to be eftablifhedji 
with the fame eafe, as doubts are ft'arted; and there- 
fore have contented yourfclf with a brevity, v^hieh 
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pnrfacesiBirtlitSteconviftioni atitl ntote than ar little! 
obfetrritf; 

V This bretityof yoors*is: the cattfe, an3i I hope, 
mrilJ be the cxeufe, of my pr&Kxk]^; which, I pef-' 
Cfctte, is'grcywTTig vtpdmmy hzit6s^' rmxcb more thaft 
I intended* H you had bccnpieafed to- (hew ycnif 
atgOTncitts at full lertgtif, amd ttr accompany^ wkH 
proof your gloflts upon- fcriptufe, the reader .woukt 
flicti hare been- able to' determitie Ac prepondera- 
ting crtdence betweerr yourftlf and Afpafio; anti 
tttf trouble had been- cDnfiderabFy^Ieffcned, perhaps 
quite fp^red. 

An rnfbittce of' the" faregoitrg' reirtark, is tlieob* 
je^idn which: follows;^**St. Patrl ofteii mentions •. a( 
' rightcotrfiicfr impmed^' feys Afpafib; ••Not d 
" righteoufnefs," fays* Mr. Wefley; /*^ never once J 
"but fimply* rrghteoufneft;'*^— ^St; Panl mentions 
AxBOQavpny the righteotifnefs -whidt is imputed, both 
witir and wlthoirt the Greek article. And da nei- 
ther of thefc'fignify a righteonfnefs-? Thi* isapiectf 
of critidihii as new to me, as it^isniee in itfclfi— 
Beiide^ whcte is the difference^ bettrccn a right- 
eoufnefs, ahdrightcoufneft ? Vs not every righteotif- 
nefs a righteoufnefs ? Is not every pcrfbn, a pcrfon,^ 
and every prodigious refinement, a prodigious re- 
finement ?^— I thought Mr. Wcfley had known how^ 
to empioy his time better, than in fplitting, or tfitis 
attempting to fpKt hairs. ' 

To what purpdfe^ Sir, is^ tfils' dcccflftre refine- 
ment .^ Many of your readers, 1 apprehend, witf. 
find it difficult to conjcAure. Fbr my own part, t 
freely conffeft, that I could nor, for aeon fiderahl^ 
time, difcem your aim. Nor can I, even now,, dif- 
covcr any other defign, tfian a forced ehdcavour,'to' 
exclude the righteoufnefs of CHRIST*, and' intro- 
duce a miffaken i'binething of your^oVim,. tb offici- 
ate in its fte«d^^^As the threatf^of ^oiir criticifm is'* 
fpuii cjttrcmciyfine^ we incift' ©xumine it with thc^ 
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clofeft attention* But firft let me juft tal^e noticcy-^** 
That Afpafioi in confequence of his obfenratioiij^ 
deduced ftom the apoftle'« language, aiks, What^ 
Of whofe righteoufnefe can this oe ? To which Mr* 
Weflej anfwersi <^ He tells you himfelf : faith is im« 
** puted for rtghteoufnefs." — ^But have you never 
read Afpafio's interpretation of this text ? If not^ be 
fo impartial, as to caft your eye upon the tenth di- 
alogue. There h& confiders this pafiage at large, and 
l^ys before you his expofition of the words ^ not 
impofing it, without aifigning a re^fon ; but, toge* 
ther wim his expofition, -prefenting , you with the 
grounds of his opinion. If you can overthrow themj 
try your (Irength and your fkill. They ftand ready 
to receive yojur attack ^ being, at prefent, in full pof- 
feiiion x)f the field. 

However, if you will not advert to its thoughts, 
allow me, if I can, .to penetrato yours* *^ St.. Paul 
V never mentions a xighteoufnefs, but fimply righu 
*< eoufnefs." Thus, I preFume, you argue—" Not 
<* df righteoufnefsi} that might feem to denote fome 
<* real righteoufnefs y fome ad:ual conformity to the 
^< divine law, imputed to (inners for their juftifica- 
^< tion.— Whereas, if faith be fubftituted inftead of 
*< this real righteoufnefs ; if faith b^ all that to us, 
«< which our own obedience to the law fhould have 
** been, aiul which Afpafio fuppofes the rigbteouf*. 
«« ;iefs of CHRIST is appointed to be ^ if faith it- 
^< feif be all this to us, then we are made righteous 
*< without a righteoufnefs. Something is accounted 
<f to U3 for righteoufnefs, which is really no fuch 
*V thing., — ^Thcn we fhall be under no neceiEty of 
*f fubmitting to the righteoufnefs of our GOD and 
«* SAVIOUR, but may eafily be furniflied out of 
«« our own ftock." 

Is not this, or (omething like this, your way of 
reafoning? Do you hot, in this manner, underftand 
i^ith imputed for righteoufnefs ? not as deriving all 
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its efficacy, all its-fignificancy, from its moft mag« 
nificent obje£l ; but as being itfelf the efficient of 
juflification j the very thing for which we are ac- 
cepted; in oppofition to " the wicked and vain 
<< commentaries of the Calvinifts, which fay, that 
<< all this Is refident in CHRIST, and apprehended 
« by faith." 

This led me to ufe that, (ingular expn^ffion, << a 
« miftaken fomething." Since this is an egregious 
Aiftake of faith; of its nature, it^ end, its import. 
—Of its naturf. For it is a going out of felf, and 
a flying to CHRIST, for pardon, for peace, and 
foT every fpiritual bleffing. — Of its end. For it is or- 
dained, to preclude all boafting; that itfelf may be 
nothing ; that its owner may be nothing ; that the 
grace of GOD, and the righteoufnefs of CHRIST, 
may be all in all. — Of its import. For it fays, ac- 
cording to the prophet, < In the LORD;' not in 
my felf, < have I righteoufnefs.' It would cxpoftu* 
late, in the words of the apoille;, with its overwean* 
ing and doating admirers ; Ye men of Ifrael, why 
look ye fo earneftly on me ; as though, by my own ^ 
ppWr or dignity, I had procured yout reconcilia- 
tion, and rendered you accepted? The GOD of 
Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob has glorified his SON 
JESUS, and appropriated this honour to bis obedi- 
ence and death. In the matter of juflification, it 
is my bufincfs, not to furnifh a contingent, not to : 
fupply any part, but to receive the whole fronvhis.^ 
fulneis. 

On CHRISTS death finners are to rely, as the 
catife of their forgivenefs ; on CHRIST'S dbedi- 
ence, as the ground of their acceptance. <^ How 
" docs this agree with page 72 ?" — Be pleafed to, 
turn back. Sir; and, with a very little attention, you ^ 
will perceive the agreement. Then let me defire 
you to turn inward ; and you will, probably, dtf- 
cem mere than a little* diiingenuity in your own. 
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procedure ^ fince you reiblve to ftop your ears> a^- 
g^nft the autl^r^s explanation, his very particular 
explanation- and refl:ri£tion of his own meaning ^« 
-^-If yeu was examiniiig a mathematical fyfteai', you- 
woutd. alwap carry in: your mtemory, die leading' 
problems or intixidu£l:ory axioiQS^ If yoti di($ net, 
your own judgement would blame you. And whenr 
you negle£l to da the famw,. in^canvaffing a» thec^o- 
gical treatiiie,. does not your own confcienee* re« 
prove you. * 

Our LORD commends^ fu>cb kinds of beneficence - 
oMsljh as were exeircifed to a^difcipley in the name o& 
a»difciple. Here Mr. Wefl^y autt; *^ is not tius a 
^^flip of the pen?"— *Readv tfa« paflage^ Sir^ and 
anCwer yourfelf. What are: our LORD'S words ^ 
< Inafmueb as ye have dofns it to tbsfe. tny brethren/ 
Have yoQ not the» as miunh reafon^ to charge our 
divine MASTER with a'flijyof the tftrngfucy aS^fo^ 
cfaai^ Afpa£<o with a-fiip of the pdnt? Itf is u&deni'*- 
abiy pdodn^ thzt her does in. fadl oontnierrd ctn^f fucH 
kiixds of bene&ence, as we^s coosi^if^di roJiArasi^/^i 
bftihrtfK And! I pre^mie^ yM^ wi^Kt rea^df^ gf dfvr, 
that his hmhwm^ the neideii rdation^ oaoa^t be teMfC^ 
eifetenfive than bh difdjdipy the i»fe?ior* 

. <* Will: mot' Gwt LORD> then c«»m»t^nd all^ Mtndr- 
*<^ of beneficence^ provided) &c."^--^£iic«»fe my^ cot- 
tihgt fbort: your fpeecfe^ Yo\3t ar^ ramblfng &om tfcr - 
poiitt; What CHRISST tuM <dof i4 quite another 
queflaon*- Afpafto- neither denies, no4^ affi:t«ns any 
things on this fubjed. All that he confiders, i% 

** In pag. 7i» ATpaHo, (peaking of the obedience and death 
of-CHRIt*T,pf0fciRfttty dcdaie*', ' HoWver, rherefoff, T may-- 
^^happecr to expreCs nvyHelf^ i nev«r coDitder therm, at a^$Up|;t' 
•*Mq the.M^^y^t)^ fenfe^ but would always, have tbem. undcr- 
'^(tood, as a grand andgldrioirt a^^regate. Looking, upon oar 
^^SAViOVWS uniTerfal obedimw, which cdmmtncct* at* hia- 
*^ mcannatiGn ;. Mrar carried .Ao tbroagb bis. life;, and fiernida-* 
^'aXed in bb death ;*-*loeJang upan all thts^^m-it^coStdUv^^^ 
« form, as the otjea of ro'y. fekh,. 9fld< the foundation of niy/ 
*• hopes.'*' .. • ' • . - - " 
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4nbat. appcs«rs^o be reaHy donei in that particulsnr 
skfcrtptiQa €(f the laft cbufr, and its awful proce&. 
Hot mil be Scruple to afirm, a fecond time, thad: 
our IXySJy applauds Tuch z&s of beneficence o9t/y^ 
■as ivere excccifedlo adifciple; to believers ; to hi« 
bre^ren. 

The T^fateous Judge fpecifies this fort of rnumfi- 
eence, bocaufe it is a fure indieation of* one begot- 
jben by the word of truth. It is a teft, which none 
hut the faints atid faithful in CHRIST JESUS wifl 
eome up -to. And a Chriftian is moft properly dif- 
tiaguilbedy not by what he does in common with 
others, but by the diferent principle from which he 
ads. — Of thispafrticularity Afpafio takes notice, on 
purpofe to warn, as well as to eafhort his readers. 
JExiort tbem, that they may abound in works of 
generofity. Warn them, that their works may 
Ipring from the jight fource, fakh in the divine 
REDEEMER. 

«< You are not ^willing to call works df benefi- 
" eetice, -theugh exercifed to a Samaritan or a Hea- 
«* tlien/':tranfient bubbles.-^No more is Afpafio, i^ 
■the ikn£c and imanner, which you would infinuate* 
He calls them fuch, not abfolutely, but relatively. 
"Not in 'themfelves/ but with refpeft to. an aiFair^ 
infinitely too great for them to tranfaft, either in 
:whole or in pa;rt. In this view (as relative to jufti- 
-fication) St. Paul ^calls them dung^ which is defpica- 
l)le and fordid. Surely then Afpafio may call them 
Jmbblesy which are fliewy but infignificant.-^I don*t 
call the -defk on which I write, a mere egg-flielL 
Tet I fhould not hefitate to fay, it is fcanty as a» 
egg-fliell, if appointed to trarifport an army to the 
•Indies; feeble as «n egg-fliell, if fet up as a wall ctf 
munition, againft a battery of cannon. 

How muft Chriftians exceed the fcribes and Pha- 

irifees i To this Afpafio replies. Not only in being 

fincere 5 in having refpeft unto all GOD'S com- 
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mandtpenUv but alfo in pofieffing a complete righ^, 
eoufnefs. Nor can this be any thing lefs, than the 
perfeft obedience of our great MEDIATOR.-— 
" Did our LORD mean this ? Nothing lefc.'*-r-Pc- 
remptorily affirmed^ but not fo eafily proved.—^ 
Yes, you add; <* he fpecifies, in the following parts 
*• of his fermbn, the very jn^nces, wherein the 
<< righteeufhefs of a Chriilian* exceeds that of the 
«* fcribes and Pharifees*^' — ^He does fo. But is it 
not an abfolutely-complete righteoufnefs? A meek- 
nefsi without the leaft emotion of refentment. A 
purity, without the leaft ftain of evil concupifc^nce. 
A love, a long-fufierin^, a pcrfe£tion, fudi zs our 
TATHER which is in heaven exercifes. Now if 
this does not exceed the righteoufnefs of all the 
Chriftians in the world, or if this is to be found in 
any charafter, fave only in the charader of our 
great MEDIATOR, I retraft, moft frefely retraa 
my opinion. 

The difcourfe relates to that righteoufnefs, by 
which we are faved ; or by virtue of which we en- 
ter into the kingdom of heaven *. And why. Sir, 
why will you not refign the honour of obtaining 

* " Chriftus magna aiTeveratione pronanciat, Phanfaicam 
** illara jttftitiam, qoae non peifet^iflime irabet integram Icgii 
** ioipletionem, non poffe ingredi regnum coelorum. Suorum i- 
** gitur jufthiam vulr cffe abundantiorem» hoc eft, foos vult ad 
*^ judicium Dei afferre abundantifilmam, plcniflimam, et pez^* 
** feftifSmam juflitiam, ut per ac propter earn po&nt ingredi 
•• regnum ccelorum. Earn vero, quia in fe non inveniunt, fidem 
** quaerunt et apprehendnnt in irapletione Icgis, a Chriilo pro 
" nobis prsBftita." Vid, Ckbmnitii Harm. Evang. p. jt%. 

A truly valuable work, in which the learned reader will find 
many traces of lively devotion ; many pieces of folid criticifm, 
«qd many fine views opened, to fee more clearly the wifdom, 
beauty, and tranfcendenr excellency of our bfelTed K£I>EEM» 




very eraphaticaUy fpeaks, igtj^tmm evangelii fundamtntunu 
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ftif ation, to the moft Uefled IMM ANUEL'S blood 
and obecUence ? Why will you hedge up y^our peo^ 
pJe's way to the immortal manfiona, by teaching' 
tbem to dlpend upon duties and attainments or 
tbcir own?— Should any one» hearing this do^irine, 
that the law of the ten commandments requires a 
perfeA finlefs obedience ; that none can be delirer* 
ed from the wrath to come, or enjoy eternal lifci 
without this unfinning^ perfeA obedience; fliobld 
ftich a one, ftrnck with furprife and anxiety^ en* 
quire, " Who then can be faved P^ What, anfwcr 
wottld Mr. Wefley give ? — ^The anfwer we would 
inakei is obvious and full of confolation. ** No 
^ man, by his own performances. But ialvation is 
^ to be fought, fatvation is to be obtained, by the 
*< righteoufnefa of another; eren by the confum-* 
« mate obedience of our LORD JESUS CHRIST.'* 
He brings this fpectous hypocrite to the teft«-^' 
* How does it appear/' you aflc, <* that this young 
"ruler was a hypocrite?" — It appears from his 
tenduft. For he came kneeling to our SAVIOUR^ 
^ one finSerely defirous of learning his duty : yeti 
when inftru^ed in it, he would not perform it« — It 
appears from your own charafder of him. You fay, 
« He loved the world.'* Then the love of the FA- 
"HiER was not in him. That he pretended to the 
love of GOD, is evident from riis own words* 
'^t he had no real love, is certain from your own 
acknowledgement* If pretence without reality be 
&ot hypocrify, pleafe to inform, us, what is.-^-It is 
farther apparent from your defcant on the cafew 
** Therefore he could not Icccp any of the com<i 
*^ mandments in their fpiritual fenfe.'^ And it is a 
fere, as well as important truth, that whoever pre* 
ttnds to keep the commandments, yet does not keep 
tbem, iQ their fpiritual meaning, is a deceiver of 
^*inrfclf; a deceiver of others ; a hypocrite* 
*^ The keeping of the commaQdments," fays Mr. 
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WeAtjf << ia dndoubtedty tlie way to, though net' 
^ die cnfe of eternal iife/'-^How then camelt to 
pais, Alt our LORD JESUS CHRIST fhouid de* 
dare, « I Jwn tkc way ?* The «iray^ to wteit ? To thd^ 
favour o( GOD ) to the frukion of GOD ; to ererf 
^iritoal Ueffing $ of , ki otbet wprde^ to eternal life^ 
— After tkdt k claiim, liom iuch a perfen, may I 
ixat, tmhxM. the iixipuiatioti of ondiie cbfifidetice^ 
deny fout aflertioti in your own form of fpeech f" 
«< The keeping of the commandirtents undouhiedfy 
^ canisot be the xvay to etei^ial life ;^ fiiice this i^ 
an honour, tbts ia a prerogative, which the alUglo^^ 
rious R£D££M£R has ehallenged to himielf. 

Hence your diftin£^a between the ^dy to, antf 
the riifj/S of, appeans to have no eounteoahce from 
fcripture*. And will it not, upon a review, appeal' 
to hare as little fupport from reafon?-^Caft your ey£f 
upon yonder bridge. It k thrown over a deep and 
wide rivet* It i» the way, the only way, whereby t 
erofs the water, and arrive at the oppofite bank. If 
fo, is it not likewife the caufe of my fafe arrival ofll 
the othet fide i Tbare may be, in this -eaTe, othef 
caufea, concomitant or fubordtnale* But the bridge 
is fhe grand one ; that which every body chiefly ro* 
gards ; and to which my paflage is always afcribed. 
CHRIST, thereloi«, is the way, the only way, to 
life and immortality. By his precious bipod, and 
by his divine righteoufnefs, we pafs the gntf c^ wrath 
and deftruftion. By the things which he has doncj 
fay the pains which he lias endured, we enter tte 
fealms of peace and joy. Accordingly, we are ez* 
hbrted * to walk in him ;* and aire aflured, that ad 
«iaiiy as walk in this way^ < (hail renew theit 
f ftrength.' 'Ifhis is what the apoftte calk, * the hew 

* and living way.* This is what the pfilmift ftylcs^ 

* the wjly everlafting.* And though other ways ftiay 
« feem right unto a man, yet the end thereof are 
.' the Ways of death.' 
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. A doubt, perhaps^ may aii& in die reader's inind^ 
/uggefte^ bj the word« of the prophet^ < An high^ 

< way {ball be there, asd a way, aiid it ftall be caL 
.• led the way pf hoUneft/ True. The way ii 
iCHRIST, tib# inearAate QQJ}, widi all his gifts^ 
privUogea, a»d Uefings. < U iball be caUed the way 
« of Iiolioefs *. None fan enter and advance tbever 
ln» yet. e^ntinne carnal ^nd unclean. All that tra» 
vel d»i9 roaJj reDOunce the hiddeo things «f darfc^ 
oeCi, and dp the works of righteeufnefs. It doei 
net indeed £nd| but k affuredly mafcea, tlie paileiv 
gfri rightepu^ And thpngb holinefs is not their 
9^T> y«t it k a pruKip^t) pan ^f tbek hufineCk 
.while they wfUk in. CHRIST* 

Afpafioj having pccaficm to fpcak ^ Abraham^ 
faith, ^iiotes the words of the apoUe, * By works 

< htft fakh was made per£e<i/ Whi^ he thus ejr 
plains i :^< Dia faith h^by anfweied its proper end^ 
^< and ^^eai-ed to be of the true^ the triumphant^ 
^< the ici\»pttiral kind i &ioe it 4»ver«am(*. the world. 
,» Dverqame felf, aad re^atded QOD as all in atU** 
F^To this I4r# Wefley repUes^ with the Gokoimty of 

• in zxxv. S. TTpoB thii fabjedl. Dr. Owen fpeaks CHcet- 
levtlv* *^ CHRIS r IS the mrchDm of comrannitaiion ^fweeii 
« CKXD sfUi tis. -In him we meer, in him we walk. AH Mu* 
'* encet of love, ki^doe4« -mercjr from GOD to at^ arc through 
^ h\vn * ail our returns of love^ cleltght, faith, obedience unro 
♦* GOB, are all through him. He being that 9nt vap, OOU 
i* £> often prmnifeth hU people: and It is a glodaas vrgj, If, 
5* iL««v« ,8. ^ An bishwikVi a way of .holifieffy* a nmy th^it 
*^ none can err iq, that once enter it. Which It further' Tel 
^ forth, Kf. xKi. 16. All other ways, alt other paths, but tint, 
**' go down -to t\\€ chambefs of death : they all lead Co walk 
^ contrftry to GOD" 

See a treatife entUled, Qfmmunf^'wHhXSODf by John Owin^ 
D. D. which prefents us with the fpirit and quin^ejlfence of the 
l^ofpcl; «k|th th« iiobleft privileges and ftrongell coBfalaUon&cff 
X^briAlanjty ; aatoi^tlpt ^^ thereby to ^t th^diitif* of boiy or 
hedience*— H^re are pinks and rqfes ip the path : mill^ and hoiip 
cy in the cup; marrow ami fatnets on ttje t^ble. In many trea* 
tMeSf 'Cbe ilntlior liat done vorth^y ; but in tfais^ I ibiiikj ho -esu 
«eMctb tbsm alL 

•' K 2 
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a ccnfor, and the authoritjr of a diflator^ «• No. 
"« The nattiral fenfc of the words is^ By the grace 
^ fuperadded, while he wrought thofe works, his 
« faith was literally made pcrfeft.** — Your ptoof. 
Sir. What have you' to make good this interpreta- 
tion? There is hot a' word in the text about grace 
fttperadded. This is not ai&gned as the caufe <rf. a 
perfe£led faith. Nay, the; facred Mrriter expiefly af- 
^gns another. * By works/ fays St. James, his faith 
was made perfc€k. No, fays Mr. Wefleyj but, by 
^ grace fuperadded.' St. James affirms one thing, Mr» 
Wcflcy affirms the contrary ; and who am I, that I 
fhould decide between two fach difputants ?- But I 
believe, the reader wtU, without my interpolalj ea- 
'fily chufe his (ide. 

' Perhaps, you will reply^ If this is not the true 
fenfe, produce a .better. — One iefs oppofite to tljc 
natural import ef the words, and the apparent 
meaning of the apoftle,. is already produced. Do 
jou in 6ft upon another ? I will tnen refer you to 
abler judges.— Shall I fend you to an expofitor, 
whom you yourfelf admire ? Dr. Doddridge thus 
comments upon the text. << His faith waa perfect* 
•« cd by works ; the integrity of it was made fully 
^ apparent, to htmfelf, to angels, to GOD.^- — ShaU 
I ttmit you to an expofitor, who can neither de- 
ceive, nor be deceived ? The GOD of glory fays, 
< My (Irength is made pttfcQ: in weaknefs.' Madt 
feffeB / How ? Is there any fuch thing as a fuperad- 
dition to GOD Almighty's power, wKik he exerts 
it in behalf of his people ? This none can imagine. 
But it is hereby manifefted, to their eomfort, and 
his glory. The fame word is ufed concerning A- 
braham's faith, and concerning the GOD of Abra- 
lianfi's ftrength. Why then ihould it not be under* 
ftood in the fame fenfe ? Herj: it is rv^m^tu ; there 
it is diMiaJii. And, in both places, it (ignifies, not 
« literally made perfc£l," but illuftrioufly difplaycd. 
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Shairi fend you to a familiar iUuftratton ?'I view, 
from my window^ a young tx€s. The gardener, 
when he planted it, told me, it was a fruit-tree, a- 
pear«tr^,_ a right haut^ du rot. It may be fuch a 
tree, and have its refpe^ive feed in itfelf. But Jihis 
did not then appear. If, when autumn arrives, its 
branches are laukn witji fruit, with pears, with thSt 
delicioua kind of pears ; this will be a demonftra- 
tion of ^1. thcjfe properties. Thi« will not make it 
fuch a particular tree \ no, nor make it a good and 
fruitful tree; but only (how it to be of that fine 
4^0Tt, or make its nature and perfedions evident. 

St. James fpeaks of the juftification of our faith ; 
.thus proceeds AfpaficT. And thus replies Mr. Wes- 
ley; «<~Not unlefs you mean'by that oddexprelBon, 
« our faith being made perfcft.*' — ^I mean Such a 
.perfe^ion of faith as is mentioned above. Other 
^perfedion I find not, either in books or men^ IVas 
faith perfe£%, in your fenfe of the word, love, joy, 
and all holinefs would be perfefi likewife. Corre* 
fpondent to the principle, would be the ftate of 
the produ£lion. There would be no longer any 
caufe for that petftion, which the difciples put up j 

* LORD, increafe qur faith.' Nor for that fqppli- 
cation, which you and I, fo long as we continue 
members of tiie church of England, m\3ft ufe; 
'* Give unto us the increafe of faith, hope, and 
** charity !*• 

You call the juftification of our faith an *< odd 
'* eipreffioii."— ^Is it not founded on the tenor of 
the apoftle's difcourfe ? Is it not the native rcfult '^ 
of the apoftle's itiquiry ? Sbeiv me thy faith. Prove 
it to be real and unfeigned. Prove it by fuch aSa, 
as dcmonftrate you truft in JESUS alone for cvcr- 
laftinglife. If it ftands this teft, we fhall acknow- 

• Mge it to be that precious faith, whofe author is 
QOD, and whoife end is-falvation.— Is not that a 

Juftificatiou of faith, which difplays its fincerity, 

* K 3 • 
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and rendetB it wkliottt rebidct i Somenfiikt like ^h, 
^ould be reckohed a jttftificiition of imf period el 
f>l unf othe^ things mA why not isf faith ? 
^ Somethingi you fee^ Sir, may be. faid iii vinfi^ 
- tion of cbi« expreifton. However, if it be thoagfat 
ioiproper ) if it tend to Cresfte any confufion in oirir 
fenciments i or to dtaw 0f ottt attentioti froia At 
grand idea, nrfaich in peculiar to the ^^61^ ^ftificix 
>ion} the idea, I Iriean, of being made Irigtiteoi^ 
htfow GOG i I fiieely give it up % I wiJI attef k in 
my book, and nfe it no more. 

< He that dodi righteoiifiiers, is right^otfs s' te 
ithanifefts the truth of Ij^cdn^erfation, and jd^ifies 
his profeffion ftattt aff ftifpteion of infiflceri^.*^ 
•< Nay i" fays Mr. Wdfey, « the plain meafriog is, 
'•'He ak>i»B is^tnily right^otts, lirhofe faJih wdrtcefi 
by love/*— ^ Your escpofition may be truti, ftnd Afp»» 
fio's no lefe true. I icsive the reader to determine 
which is moft exidly fuitaUetd the apo/tl^'s ftrg»- 
4ng.--"Hci8 fpeakirtg of the Chrfftian ^ighrtotifucfij 
that whieh renders ui righte€)us bdFote GOD $ tlat 
whidh flefli and Wood eould never have 4iftjovcfe« i 
whieh therefore waii gracioufly revealed in the fdf' 
pel, and is the prmci^e fubjcft of gofpd-pi*eacbifijJ. 
As theh there were, and always would be, ihsi^ 
pretenders to the ncble privilege, St. Johh lafB don'tt 
a maxim or a touchftone, to diftinguifli the fiftttfc 
^from the hypocrite. *-He that' unifonrily ' d<rfh 
. * rightcoufnefs/ in a way trf fandificatioh^, -ht^ a^ 
he only, i> to be aeknovi^ledjged by us, as truly ''^i*' 
'Armi/ by tv^ of ju(tifi(^tioni 

Far be it from me, 8ir, ^to 'be f(5nd of ^t^^^^ 
Whdre you hit Upon the trttth,or fcotoc pretty n«*^ 
It, I Ihall never be eager to oppofe. Oh the W*' 
trary^ (hall be very defirous'to agt^e; and J><cft^^ 
as much as pdffible, both the unity of opiniofti «** 
»thc 'harmony "of affe^ion^»-**Toirr oWn luterptct*- 
tion &ail*take4)lacefc *Only let your ^ivdtUng ^'^ 
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fi^ «nd fmlt of 4[ righte^jQs ft^Cj not tliat "whidk 

Inaekes or corrftitutes us Tighteons. The rif htectti^ 

tie& of fa^n ir^aitfim^, tf not of tbemfelves, but 

f of t»ey Caitfa the LDRIX* It k bronghi: In an4 

accomplifhed try HIM, ubotn GOB- hath fet f^rth 

b i)e tUfoir MEDIATOR and S U R£TY. So that 

^« sune'tnsute^i^jghteoiis^ not by doing any chkig 

>ii^hatfoever, hxct ibldy ^by «beHeYiDg in f&SUSk 

€^ur dhar^Aer «i« $be redeenmed^f tlfis LORD, ts^ 

QrfKir/f«0#4 Ji^f«, hacving their e«sfliefi6ei •dieifiub^ 

tSfXMS^ ^tkeir ^n 4^ ^'i^ Hence it comes to pafi^ 

likat «#t tecitly at^ ii^teit the «i|ioftle affirnis, in tte 

^n^triilg wovdi^ '< f^faicotig, eren as lie <is rif^ 

^^dMis.* N<ft barely rightooitsy dd the jmomi Hea^ 

^n«, by dint of huitian tefolution $ not bsireiy^ 

^ghl«o«is «d)^ 't^ t«{nitabk J«^S) iby tbe itifltictyce 

«f theiK" legdl '^ndionS} but Hgliteoiia ^ith thapt 

^ tei*y ^igiiteoufhefs,' which adorns and tacalts, anA 

%ill ^ternaliy di{liiig;ti]iSi tbe only tegotten SON <f 

<SOD. ^ 

It remains to be encjuired, ivhat laith 19 tnoft like- 
ly to«op€*tfte, tn fhis ekO^lertt and happy tntvmier ? 
Itnean, to «i;^i& t»f iote«-^^4«et« me iliuftrate ^the 

eitit l^ a IhoTt apologue^ then r<lteafe (he deader 
>ni his attention, and the writer from ^hts tarlk« 
' A eert^iri ^i&g 4eid two favoanteB^ «whonf^ he ho* 
floured ^ith hts peculiar regard) and etiriched with 
a ceafelefs liberality; ^ey bodi^ infenfibie df thehr 
?aft obligations, became traitors, and rebels. Being 
convifted of treafon againft their Tovereign, he was 
determined to o«crcom« their evil with good. Ac- 
cordingly, when they had- nofhing to plead in their 
Own behalf, he generoufly forgave .them both. The 
one he difmifled from priibn, and fbfFered to live 
^limbfefted On h'is private it!he?ritaK<?e. iThe other 
'be r^ftored toall his high prefe^m^nt^, anid ^mtilic 
'fettij^loygl. .He adornied hirtk Again wi^ tte^fObeM^f 
honour, and admitted him again into the bofolli -^f 
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fayoun: — ^Which of them, now, will feel the warn}* 
ell aflFe£lion for theijr fovereign? Which of them will 
bt moft r&ady to fecre him on all occafions? and, if 
need be, to hazard even life in his defence ? — ^He^ 
doubtlefs, oh whom moft was beftowed. 
: And is not tiat perfon moft likely to wor1( and 
<>be7, from a principle of love, who believes, that 
his divine LORD has not only born the curfe, but 
fulfilled the law for him ? has givep him, not bare* 
ly\an exemption from punifhment, but a title' U> e* 
Vernal life? yea, has. clothed him with his own moft 
|)erfe£l and glorious righteoufnefs. . By virtue of 
whicbt he'wiU, ere long, be prefented faultlefs be* 
fore the throne of judgement, and have an abpndant 
entrance into the everlafting kingdom* — ^Will not 
the faith of fuch pnfpeakably-irich grace, pacify the 
icoofcience, and purify the heart? awaken gratitude 
to our heavenly benefactor, and enkindle zeal for 
his glory? ca.ufe us to dafcharge all the duties of ouf 
ftation chearfully, and withftand every allurement 
to pvil refolutely ? 

Surely, we may £iy of this faith, what David 
faid of Goliath's fword ; * There is none,V there is 
iiothing < like it/ For all thefe bleilcd purpofes, it 
is beyond compare, and I fliould think beyond dif* 
pute, efficacious. — ^That you. Sir, may know more 
of this faith) and difpnte lefs againft it, is the fin« 
cere and fervent wiih of^ &c. 



LETTER VI- 
Ret. Sir, 



Rev* Sir, 

AS tins letter may probably be pretty long, I 
(hall not increafe the prolixity by a preface; 

but enter upon it, without any further introduc*^ 
:tion. , ' 
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. V Whofo doth thefc things/ foith David, • fliall 
•* never fall.* Which Afpafio thus interpretSj <* fhaH 
*<« never, fall into final apoftafy."— -You are pleafed 
to reply ; *! David fays no fuch thing. His meaning 
«« i$, Whofo doth thefe things to the end, Ihall nq- 
•« vcr fall into hell." — It would be a great wonder, 
I muft own, if he ihould. 'But if he happens to 
•fail, at fome timejSi and in feme inftances, what 
becomes of him then? — However, let you and me. 
Sir, be at as little variance as poffible. Where is 
•the extraordinary difFerencc between yourfelf and 
Afpafio? If a profelTor of religion falls into hell, 
muft he not previoufly fall in^o final apoftacy? and 
if he falls into final. apolta^, muft he not inevita* 
bly fallinto hell ? ' 

When you infert the claufe^ t$ ibe tniy dQ^ you 
interpret ? do you not rather interpolate the facred 
stejit ? The words of the pfalmift relate to the prc- 
fent time, nvnt dotby not rvoTfi^^l do* They contain 
•an -encouragement to thofci who, at this inftant, 
bring forth the fruits of evangelical righteoufnefs* 
.The encouragement is deduced from the comforta- 
ble dodrine of final perfeverance. It carries this 
chearing import 5 " Whofoever believes in JEHO- 
« VAH, as laying all his fins upon CHRIST, and 
•«^ giving him eternal life freely j whofoever from 
^* this principle of faith, fincerely loves and willing 
<« ly obeys GOD 5 he {ball never fall/'— The words 
are th^b wo^iitb, He Jball never he moved* A phrafe 
common among the Hebrewsi to denote the ftabx« 
lityof a man's happlnefs. An immoveable thing 
never falls, either one way or another. • So, th« 
righteous perfon fhall never fall? either into final 
apoftafy, which is the greateft mifefy h^re 5 or in- 
to bell, which is the confummation of mifery here- 
after* * * ; 
But I begin to apprehend what you mean, an({ 
'Ct what you are jealous. Your exclamation* unr 4* 
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yels all j << How pleaCng is this to fldb aii4 Wood)'' 

t-— Under favour, Sir^ I cannot JCpncerve h^w this 

do^rine (hould be pleafing to Sefli and blood Flefli 

and bloody or corrupt naturcj, is proud. Any fchemc 

,of perfeveranccj to be apcompli&ed by our own 

ilrengthj, would indeed be agreeable to tlie vanity of 

.^ur mind* But a perftveranccj founded, on t^e fid^- 

Jity and the power x)f GOD> a perfcverance» wfiicfi 

acknowledges itfelf owing^ not to any human fufi* 

ciency> but to an union with CHRI&T» and the iit- 

terceffion of CHRIST^ this is a difgufting method. 

This is what the natural man caiiiK>t aws^J with* 

You will find the generality of people utterly a^verfe 

to it.<— Flefh and hlood will not fubniit, either to 

be made righteous before OODf by the imputed 

righteoufnefs of CHRIST } or to be made faithful 

unto ^eath| by the never-faiU»g faithfulnefs of 

.CHRIST* Try your friends -y try ypur foUoworsi 

^try your own heart on this point. 

To the humble believer, I acknowledge^ thj4 is a 
IHoft ple-i^ng and confolatory dodriiie» He who 
jCoels his own impotence j who knows ii» power 
4^ his inbred corxuptions; and is no ftr^^Bger to tte 
wfles of hm i|>sritiial enemy ; he will f e^oiee in the 
thou^t, Aar « nothing fliall pl^ck him out of his* 
^^Jmighty REDEEMER'S « haiid/ Tlut his advo- 
jDatc with^the FATHER, will fuffer « »citber.pri». 

* cipalities, nor powers, noir ]ife^ nor dealfhy nor 
'^ things pr(?feiiit, nor things to come, nor any otlier 

• crealMre, to fepar ate him from the love of GOD** 
%-^Withottt fuch a perfuafion, we might too truly fay 
^f the thrift ian's Joy, what Solomon, faid ,of worli^ 

ly Qierriment; <] faid of laughter, It is mad; and 
.«of m^rth. What fdpes it?' If be, who is to-day 
.bafldtig .in the divine favour^ Q)ay before ^Ormoj^* 

row be weltering in a lake of fire; then joy^xveo 
joy ia tl>e HOLY GHOST, is unrcafonaWe > and 

peac^ even that peace which pafietb aU undexltaad* 
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iog, i# ckimericaL A bttiUHng without « bafis* ; at 
leaft, ' SI bowttig waD, aiuf a fiotteriiig fence/ 

Let U6 examioe the <io6t;riiie, whkh Mr. VftQtj 
kfs it fo ^afing to ile(h and blood ; or, ia odicr 
words, to carnal people.'^What is the thing which 
die pfahnift teaches^ ^nd ATpafio profefiet I That 
^ per£Nia who are d^fcribed in tt^ pfalm *, (hall 
iiCTer apoftatise from the tnie £iith, or from tree 
obedience. Is this to agreeable to carnal people t 
is it dot rather enwarrantable in Mr. Weflej to 
fappofe, that carnal people either poflefs true faitfa, 
or perfDi'm ti^ue obedience, or can be pkafed with 
either i EfpeciaHyi iinee the apoftle afTures us, that 
« die carnal mind is not fubjcA to the law of GOD, 
< fiekher indeed can be/ 

Sefides, are not the duties mentioned, by the 
pfalmift, ofFenfive to flefli and blood ? ^Do they not 
Seqoire, or imply, the mortification of our carnal 
ftppetitea^ and the difcipline of our unruly affec-^ 
ttoos ? Can k be a welcome piece of news to fie(h 
and blood, that this mortification (hall take place ? 
mftead of being remitted fliall incteafe? and never, 
nerer be dtfcominfied, till mortality is fwallowed up 
el" lifef--4f fo, < the old man which is cojrrupt,*i 
<nuft be pleafed with the curb, and the dagger muft 
ddight in its own reftraint, and its own deftru£tioii» 
Siich a pat^dox we muft belicyc, before we can e-^ 
fpoufe Mr. Wefley's notion^ that ficih and blood ar^ 
pleaicd with the dodrine of a final perfeverance in 
felf -denial, in righteoufnefs and true holinefs. . ' 

• Tbf xvth pfalm, I apprehead, ckfcribes the perfeft cba-v 
rafter. That pcrfcftion, which CHRIST really fuffiliod ; stid 
it the righteoufaefs, ill wliich GOD Is wtU pleaftcU Tkt dtir* 
«lren of the truth are, Imt the liunc SP1]UT» le4 t« imitate thif 
chamber, arcordm^ to the nicafijre of t^eir faith. \ef fo im» 
pcrfeftfy, that When compared with !t in their oiVn peffons, 
they have reafan to pray, * Fofgivc as our frefpoffes.* Though, 
when confiderea as clothed with the fblfilment of all ia 
CHRIST, they may afiiire thcmfejvesolacceptaace w|th OOD, 
add an ever! siting title to the divine favour. 
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<< Should your repentance be without a f^urcs 
*< and without a flaw ^ I muft ftill fay to my friend^ 
*< as our LORD replied to the young ruler, < One 
«' thing thou lackeft/ In all thefe a^s of humilia« 
^' tion, you have only taken fhame to yourfelf, 
<< Whereas, a righteoufnefs is wanting, which may 
«* magnify the law, and make it honourable/'——', 
Thefe are Afpafio^s words ; upon which 'Mr. Wef- 
ly animadverts. *^ One thing thou lack,eft, the im* 
<< puted righteoufnefs of CHRIST. You cannot 
*^ think this is the meaning of the text/'— Neitlier:. 
does Afpafio affirm this to be the meaning. lie 
only ufes the words by way of accommodation. 
Could you demonftrate, that our LORD intended 
no fuch thing, yet the ientence may not improper-* 
" ly exprefs A^aGo's opinion $ and if fo, be not un« 
nt for his ufe. 

However, let us enquire into the exad: meaning 
of the text. A very little fearch will yield the 
defired fatisfacE^ion. < Sell all thou haft, and give 

< to the poor, and thou (halt have treafure in hea« 
^ ven. Treafure in heaven' was what the young 
gentleman lacked. Could this be any other than 
CHRIST himfelf ? Is not CHRIST the treafure, 
hid in the field of the gofpel ? Is not CHRIST the 
inheritance, referved in keaven for us ? Is not a 

.communion with CHRIST, and an enjoyment of 

, CHRIST, the fupreme felicity of our nature?— 

David was of this mind, when he publicly declar* 

cd, < Whom have I in heaven but thee?* — ^t. John 

was of this mind, when he folemnly averred; < He 

< that hath the SON, hath life.'— Whoever is of 
another mind, has very inadequate, very Unworthy 

liotioiis of heaven and its happinefs.- ^Now if 

CHRIST himfelf was the one thing needed, furely 
his righteoufnefs could not be fecluded* His blood 
and obedience infeparably accompany his perfon. 
He that hath the bndegroomj, hath his riches alfo. 
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Ii> oppofition to this fenfc, it is si&xn«d, ^^ Cer* 
<< t^nly the one thing our LORD meant, was the 
« love of GOD/'— The love of GOD is cir^nly 
aa eiBtaeiit bkfluig* Pbifefiedy I (hould isiagine^ 
■only by thofe, who have firft obtained eternal life^ 
by ' knofwing the trnc GOD and JESUS CHRIST/ 
Silt does our love of GOD magnify the law ; fatisfy 
juftice^ or obtain heaven? Are we pardoned.^ are 
we recoHciiedy are we juftified^ on^ account of our 
love of GOD?— the young rukr wants tiatf which 
may open to him the kingdom of heaven \ and tbatf 
whereby he may inherit eternal life* Mr. Weiley^ 
jetting afide psurdon, reconciliation, jaiftification, to* 
gether with the one perfe^ righteouihefsy which 
procures them, afcrib^s all to our love of GOD. 
And, by this means, not to the true love, arifing 
fjpom the knowledge of him, as manifefted in the 
gpfpei i as having firil. loved us, in granting us re« 
njiffioa of fins, freely through JESUS CHRIST.— 
This notion may pais current at Rome *, not among 
the Proteftant churches. Our own church has moft 
exprefly dLfelai«Red it. Speaking of CHRIST and 
his precious blood-fliedding, (he adds ; ** Whereby 
« aU«e we are made partakers of the kingdom of 
<^ heavqn." - 

<( h the obedience of CHRIST infufficient to ac- 
« complilh our juftification ?"r--Here you would 
ceri^ both the language, and the do£trine. The 
language: for you fay,, "Rather T would aflc. Is. 
« the death of CHRIST infuffieient to purchafe it f' 
— To purchafe juftification,, you fuppofe, is more 

' • Th« couixfil «f Trent, by her interpreter Andradins, thus 
expreiTes herfelf ;^ Chriduf obedieatia fua qoh recruit credenti- 

* bos in ipfnm faluteixicet vitaiD aBteroam ; C6 hoc tantunimodo 
'me^mit, quod p*Of|teripitiminfuiiditi)riii>bis chnritas inbaerens; 
f Qt illa^dieinuai (it, quae bom-inexn Deo ooa tantum gratoiiiy fed. 
*pergratam^ oon tantura a-cccptum^ led pt racc£ptum reddat 

* ad vitam asteroam.* Vid. Chemnit. Exam. Cone Trideift^ p, 
146. ... 

• • - w ^ L 
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pr6per and expreffive, than to accomplifii. As this 
may feem a (trife of words, 1 fhall difmifs it with« 
out much folicitude. Onfy I would tranCently ob- 
ferve, that to accoitipliih, denotes more than to 
purch^fe. It denotes the conftituent eaufe; what 
the fchoolmen call, the matter of juftificatibn,* or 
the very thing which effeds it. If your favourite 
phrafe implies all this, let it have the pre-eminence- 
Next, you correft the dodrine, by faying, << I 
<' would rather a(k, Is the death of CHRIST infuf- 
** ficient to purchafe juftification ?**-rI anfwer, If 
you confider the death of CHRIST, as exclufive of 
hb obedience, it is irifufficient. If you do not, there 
is no great reafon for your ftafting a* doubt, where 
we botKare agreed. And indeed, it i« fcarce worth 
my while to take notice of it. 1 will therefore re- 
turn to the diftinftion, which you think proper to 
make, between accomplifhing and purchasing jufti- 
fication. — ^Why, Sir, would you fet afide the for- 
mer phrafe f Docs it not imply, that which juf- 
tifies ? that very thing,, which commends us to 
GOD ? that very righteotifnefsy in which we (land 
accepted before him ? Does not this way of tx^ 
preffing, guard moft efFcftually againft the errors 
of Popery^ and exclude ail co-efficiency of faith, of . 
works, or any thing elfe whatever ? — I faid the er- 
rors of Popery. For a Popifh fynod will allow, 
that we are not juftified without the righteoufnefs' 
of CHRIST, by which he hath merited juftification 
for us ; but declares, at the fame time, if any man 
{hall fay, we are formally righteous, by that very 
righteoufnefs, let him be accurfed* — According to 
this, which i,s no very good confeffion, the right- 
♦ cx)ufnefs of CHRIST purchafes, but does not ac- 
compliih ; it merits our juftification^ but does not 
conftitute oar juftifying righteoufnefs. See, Sir^ 
whither your refinements are leading you. 

The faints in glory, fays Afpafio, afcribe the 
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whole of their falvation to the blood of the LAMB. 
<« So do I," replies Mr. Weflcy, <« and ypt I believe, 
•',he obtained for all a poffibility of falvation." — Is 
this objedlion pertinent? Does Afpaiio's aflSsrtion 
contradi£l your belief? Does it not comprize, all 
that you avouch, and much more? Is it poflible, 
that Mr. Wefley, who is^fuch a mafter of logic, 
lhoul4 argue in this manner ? << The faints in glo» 
*< ry afcribc all their falvation to CHRIS PS blood j 
« there£ore he did not obtain a poiSbility of falva* 
<< tion for all men." What a forced conclufion is 
diis ! What wild reafoning is here ! Such premifes, 
^nd fach an inference, will probably incline the 
reader to think of a fun>b^am and a clodj connec- 
ted with bands of fmoke. 

If you was d^terfhined to make this paflage faulty, 
yfpn ihould have oppofed it with the following de- 
claration of your faith; "Yet I believe, that 
. «* CHRIST obtained m more than a poffibility of fal- 
«< vation for any.'^ Then you would have fomething 
juited to your purpofe ; but not agreeable, either to 
found fenfe, or found do£irine. — Not \o found fenje^ 
Tout poffibility of falvation is, if people perform 
the conditions. How then can they afcribe the wboU 
glory to CHRIST ? At this rate, they do a piece 
of injuftic^ to their own refolutipn and diligence \ 
as tht^fe, by fulfilling the conditions, had a hand in 
pbcaining the reward, thefe ought to have a fliare in 
receiving the honour. — Not to fotind doSirine, — Af- 
pafip believes much more than a poffibility of falva- 
tion by JESUS CHRIST. He believes a full and 
complete falvation ; according to that noble text, 
« It is finiflied** A falvation not to be acquired, but 
abfolutely given ; according to that precious fcrip*- 
ture, * GQD hath given to us eternal life.' Not 
upon fome terms, or pre-vequi£tes, but without any 
.condition at all; according to that mod gracious 
invitation, '< Whoever will, let him take of the.wa- 

L 2 
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« ter of life freclf^' — ^Thw I look upon as fimntl 
do6lrinc. But wiH your notkm of a conditional 
falvation, propofirf by way of bargain, and granted 
upon terms, <X)mport with this gift if grace t 

No more than a pofflhility of falvation 1 — Yes, Sir, 
CHRIST obtained a great and a free falvation. 
Great ; for it comprizes the pardon of all fin, ori- 
ginal and a£luai ; a reiloration to entire and> unal« 
terable favonr } together with a title to crcrlaftrng 
Kfc and glory— This is fuch a piovifion fbfr our 
happinefs, as becomes the immcnfe goodnefs^ and 
inconceivable majefty of an iticamate GOD 5 fuch 
« as not onlv fupplies our wants, and fatisfies oar de». 
fires, but nirpafles our very wiftes ; tranfporting ns 
with wonder, and filling us with joy.— To^accom- 
plifii all this, we may reafonably fuppofc, nothing 
lefs could be ftifficient, than the aflirc and pafETC 
tighteoufnefs of pyM, who is gone into heaven, 
angels, and authorities, and powers being made fub- 
jeSi tinto him. — Since this matchlcfs ranfom has 
been* paid ; fince thefe grand conditrond are per- 
formed \ there is no obftruflkion from the divint 
juftice, or the divine truth. All that ineffable and 
eternal blcffcdnefe is now become freer is granted 
to iinners, to rebels, to the moft nnwordiy ; they 
arc allowed, yea, invited to receive it, to poffefs it, 
to rejoice in it as their own portion ; and without 
the provifo of any good thing in themfelves, pure- 
ly on account of their SAVIOUR'S all-fufiicicnt 
work. 

I read in facrcd hiftory, of < Eleazer the fon of 
Dodo the Ahohite, one of the three mighty men 
with David 5 how he atofc, and fmgte the Phili- 
ftines, until his hand was weary, and his hand 
clave unto his fword ; and the LORD wrought a 
great viftory that day $ and the people returned 
after him* only to fpoil. And were not thefe migh- 
ty men typical, faintly typical of our almighty RE* 
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JDEEMER ? Dirf net JESUS Ma arHe, antf work 
ti gfeat tiftofy ? Hm he tiot ttiumphtd grlerrrotifly 
M€f (ifi, «nd all 6\xf enemies ? And what have we 
10 dd, but only to fetimt] and divide the fpoxf, and 
&are the benefits of hi« conqueft.*— May we not bold- 
ly fty r •* My fin is done away, becaufe CHRIST ha$ 
«< born it on the rurfed tree. I ftand accepted before 
« GOD, becaufe CHRIST has finished the right- 
« eotifnefsf whieh renders me unblamearble and un- 
.«« feproroaWe. I ihal! receive the HOLY GHOST, 
^beeaafe CHRIST is my advocate; and priys the 
^ Father^ that he will give me another comfor- 
•♦fcr. This facred comforter, by ffiewing me the 
« riches of CHRIST,- wHi more and more fanftify 
^ my feature.** To think and live in this martncr, 
is to fake the fycAl after our vi£lorious Ifeader. 

Let me elofe and confirm this ftntiment, with a 
paflage from that inimitable penman, the prophet 
J^aiah; who, for his remarfcably-cleatr yiewsi of 
CHRIST, may almoft be admitted into the number 
'^f evafl|eKfts 5 an^ for his cxquifitely-fhre. defcrip- 
tions of CH^-IST, greatly exceeds ail orators and 
iM poets. * Who is this that comcth from Edotrri 
'♦ with dyed garments from Bozrah ? This that is 
^gkfious in his apparel, travelling in the greatnefs 
•of his ftrcngth?— I that fpeak in righteoafrtefif, 
♦mighty to fave. — ^Wherefore art thou red in thine 
* appanrel, and thy garments like him that treadeth 
< in the wine-fat?— I have trodden the wine-prefs 
'• alone, and of the people there was none with me.' 

The pr6phet, like one thrown into a fiidden fuir- 
|n:ife, with a beautiful abraptnefs, cries out, Utio 
is tbu t What extraordinary appearance difcovers 
•iifelf to my fight ? Is it a human, or a divine~ fotra, 
tAat I behold i He comtth ftdm Edom the country, 
Jtvtn BvTorak the capital of our profeflcd national 
^nemics* Is- he for us, 01 for our advcfferiesf — 
The firfi qucftion fecms to proceed from a diUaftt 

1-3 
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and indiftinf); view. He tben takes a nearer furvey, 
and defer ibes the wonderful perfonage with gr^atqr 
particularity. This that cometh with dyed garments^ 
likd (pme terrible and victorious warrior, that has 
fcarcely iheathed the fword of flaughter j who is alt 
encrirofoned, aad ftill reeking with the blood of 
the flain^. 

The vifion becomes clearer and. clearer. I fee 

him (adds the rapturous prophet) ghrious in his ap^ 

pareL Highly graceful, as well as extremely aw* 

jrul. Bearmg in his afpe£k, in his whole perfon, in 

his very drefs, the marks of tranfcendent dignity* 

Travelling in the greatnefi of Ins Jlrength* Not faint 

with toil, nor wearied with the fatigue of the dread* 

ful a£lion ; but like one that is indefatigable in his 

5!:eal, and irrefiftable in \\\% power; and therefore 

iliil prefilng forwards, to new viflories \ ftill going 

on, from conquering to conquer. 

The majeftic obje£l is, all this w;hi]e, advancing. 
At length, he approaches near enough, to hold a 
conference with this devout enquirer. One would 
.naturally expe£l, that his fpeech &ould be^ like his 
afpe£);, alarming and tremendous. But grace is on 
his tongue, and his lips drop balm. < I that fpeak^ 
^ in righteoufnefs:* all whofe words are faithfulnefs 
and ^ruth ; an immovable foundation for the faith 
of my people. * That fpeak of righteoufttefjj *\* ol 
that myfterious righteoufnefs, which is the delight 
of tny FATHER, and the life. of Ae worid. To 
bring in which, is the defign of my appearance. on 
earth, and to reveal it is the 6ffice of my SPIRIT. 
By means of this righteoufnefs, I am < mighty to 
* fave:' to fave thee; to fave any loft finner : to favc 
tliem, as with the arm of omnipotence, beyond all 
tlmt they can think, ey^n to the very uttermoft. 
Here the prophet feems to be fomewhat at.a lo&» 

. ♦ Vox nsfi J«mJ coftftru^a mm ^risfiKe a, mU^i^ffhttt ^^fi 
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and takes leave to renem^his inquiry. If thou ait 
contej not .to deftroy men's lives, but to favej 
^ wherefore art thoi) red in thine apparel, and thy 
< garments like him that treadeth in.the wine^fat ?' 
.ITiefe indieate, 2K>t deliverance, but deftruQiom 
Thefe are tokens, not of .forbearing mercy, but of 
inexorable vengeance. — Tj^ true, replies the illuf* 
trioushoro, * I have trodden the wine-prefs *}* I 
have cruihed my foes ; I have trampled them under 
my feet $ and repentance was bid from my eyes* But 
^by epemies were the obje£b of mine indignation. 
Sin, and death, and hell are the vanquiihed adver- 
faries. • It is their blood, that is fprinkled upon my 

* Trodden thett;rM''frgfs.-'-l can hardly forhear taking notice of 
tlie great impropriety, with which this text and this metaphor 
are freqarntty Qfed by oor'tbeologt'cal writers. They apply 
both toCHRiST, as bruifed by bia almighty FATHER; an4 
l>earlng the weight cf that indignation, ^vhich was due to the 
iins of mankind. Nothing is more cornmon,.tV.an io make this 
..text defcriptive of his agony fn the garden.— IF indeed it ha^ 
.been faid, I am trodden in tl» toinf^prefsy the image might not be 
improper. But when it is Taid, I have trtdden^ nothing can be 
more anfuitable to a flate of humiliation and fuffering. Thft 
•phrafe evidently denotes conqueft and trjumpb ; enemies "van^ 
^uidiedaad totally deflroyed. It fhould never therefore be ap^ 
pi ed to the agonizinj^, but to ,the triumphant SAVIOUR;. not 
to JESUS proflrate on the ground, but to JESUS, njaking his 
foes hig footftool. ' ' 

'. As I hav^ taken leave to animadvert upon a common mi^ 
take, I would alfo take liberty to pay ifierit irs due honour :^ 
recommending to my reader a foeiical verfion of rliis pailage^ 
given u« by Dr. Lwvth, in his very elegant work, entitled Dc 
faera p9tfi Mfhraorum, Where be oiKlerOands the text, in the 
fenfe fuggefted above; and tranflates it, in the v«ry fpiritTo^ 
Virgil. As the lines are few. and the book may not be in the 
hands of afl my readers, I vvill prefcnt them with a tranfcrlptw] 

— — — II le patris vires indptpteti ram. 
Dira rubens graditur, per (fragem.et fradla po^entum 
Agmina, prona folo ; proftratifguc hoft'bus ultof . . 
infuitat ; ceu pnela novo ipiimanria mufto 
Bxercens, i^lit attritas calca,tor in uvas, t . 

Congcftamque flruem I'ubi^Jt : caede atra rccenti • ^ 

' .Crura madeiU, rorautquc' in ipehfae fanfiliin^ Veftes, 
.V* ^ Pag^ 6|, 



garments, and that ftaina all itij tTAtncnt.^^'ttai 
ti&otY I have gained^ by myfelf alofte. Being m<^ 
finitely too great in my power, to want aft adTodafe; 
and infinitely too jealous of my honour, to accept 
of any affiftance. ' Oi the people/ whetiier in hea- 
ttn or onr earth, ^ there was none with me ;' to af- 
ford the lead fuccour, or to take the leaft fhare iit 
, this glorious work. The falvation of fmner»; their 
deliverance frem wrath, and their redemption td 
GOD, 18, in all its parts, iny a£l, even mine, and 
mine only. Yours be all At benefit ; mine aS ik6 

gtety- 

The terms of accep^nce hr/allifn man^ were^ k 

full fatisfadion to the divine jujiice^ and a complete 

canformtty to the divine law. <* This,'' fays Mn 

Wefley to Afpafio, *< you take for granted, but I 

• •• cannot allow.**— That Afpafio does not take thefe 

points for granted, I thought, even his enemies 

would confefs. That he has attempted^ at leaft, to 

make good his opinion, all the world befides your- 

&lf, Sir, wiU acknowledge. What elfe is the defign 

of ((i^logue the tlnri zxA Jourth ? what elfe is aim«- 

cd at, in dialogue the feventh^ eighth^ and ninth ? 

The former treat largely of the full fatisfaAion 

given to divine juftice. The latter treat ftill more 

largely of the conformity demanded by the divine 

law, and yielded by the divine JESUS. 

Thefe things, however, <* you cannot allow*" — 

Not allow a full ^tisfaSion of divine juftiee to be 

neceffary f Are you not then acceding to the Soci^ 

liian ? I^ot allow a complete conformity to tHe di^ 

vine law to be neceflary ! Are you not then warp« 

ing to the Antinomian? See, Sir, how you ap« 

proach the rocks, both on the right hand, a|id on 

the left. May the KEEPER of Ifrael preferve your* 

felf and your followers, from fuffering fhtpwreck f 

•—Every one,. I think, muft allow what you deny, 

who.believfs the 4ivind juftice to be infinite, and 



the diTine law to be unajterable. A jufticCi that 
will admit of, any fatisfa^iion lefs than eompktei 
can never be deemed infinite. And if the divine 
Uw can reft fatisfied with an obedience that is de* 
feltire, it is not fo venerable as the law of thd 
Medes and Perfiams. 

«* Tie terms tf cccepUtHce fir frlhn tnan^* you fayj 
« or^ ^repentance iind faith.'* — I muft own^ I don't 
much like the exprefTion Urmt^ unlefs it be referred 
to the mediation of CHRIST. And you yourfclf, 
if you would a£b confiftently) fhould not be orer^ 
£ond of it, beca«fe it is not foriptural. Though^ 
lor my own part, I have no quarrel againft th^ 
woi^i becanfe it is not the exaA phrafeok)gy of 
jcripture, but beca^ife I diftike the idea that it coftk^ 
Teys. Shall «v treat with the DEITY, as free ftate^ 
or foverejgn princes treat wkh each other ? the one 
obtaining from the ofher, peace or fome advatitage*- 
ous coiiceffion^ by complying with his terms ? 

To confirm your opinion, that ^ the tcrnrs: of 
-•' accept^ee foft fallen mab, afe repehtanee* and 
•»f«ith,*' you produce the following text; * Repent 
•^ye, and belicVe the gofpcl.*'— Here ye write J ike a 
man of fenfe; wh6 knows what jnft difprntation 
means. You iay afide yout certdinlieij y obt und^ttk^ 
titieSy youT unquefiionahlies ; and urge a proof from 
fcripture.— Wliether you rightly under ft and, and 
duly apply this proof, muft now be enquired. 

• Repent ye, and believe the gofpel.' This may 
be the meaning of the exhortation. * Repent 5' re- 
Unquiih all your wrong notions, relating to the 
way and manner of finding acceptance with- the 
DEITY. « Believe the gofpelj^ which opens a moft 
unexpefted avenue, for the communication of thi^ 
bieffing \ which brings you tidings of a falvation, 
fully procured by the incarnate GOD, and freely 
ofiered to the unworthy fiiiner.— -The word you 
fcttowi is /M^«m^^ Which, in its primary fignifica- 
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lion, denotes not fo mu^h a reformatioawof eonduSt^ 
as a change of fentiment. 

. Suppofe it to GgnKy a reformation of conduct* 
The meaning then may be as follows. * Repent '^ 
forfake all your yiceSi and all your follies ^ mortify, 
every evil temper, and renounce every evil way* 
Jin order to render this practicable, < believe the 
•gofpflj' where^ a SAVIOUR is preached and 
difplayed} who makes peace for fuch offenders; 
reconciles them t6 QOD ; and obtains eternal re« 
demption for them. This will fweetly withdraw 
your a£fe£tion8 fr%nri iniquity, and fweetly attach 
(them to the blefled GOD. Whereas, without this 
powerful expedient, yoa will never be delivered 
from the pleaCng witchcraft of your lulls* Siu wiU 
always have donjinion over you, fo long as you arcf 
under the law, and not under grace. — Repentance, 
.thus underftood, is not the condition of obtainkig 
falvation, but the fruit of <falvatioi) obtained. 

Befides, if repentance be a gift, it cannot be a 
term or condit^ion. Jic in^ft; be fi ftranger to the 
import of language, a^id the coinmon ide^%iof 
mankind, who will take upon him to affirm, th^ lat»> 
teir; and he muft be yet a greater ftranger to th^ 
.holy word of GOD, who will offt?r to deny the for- 
mer.—* CHRIST is exalted,' faith the apoftle, f to 
•< give repentance.* Not to require it, as a condition 
of blcfledncfs j but to- give it, as a mpft eminent 
bleffing. Not require repentance of fallen man, 
.who is not able to think a good thought', but give 
it, froih his unfearchable riches; and work it, by 

his almighty power. 

You fay, " the terms of acceprancp for fallen 
«« man are, &c." — Methinks, I flbould be gla^ to 
know, what you mean by fallen man. Do you mean 
(as you tell us, in. your collf:£lion of fermons) ^* one 
« dead to GOD, and all the things of GOD? Jiav- 
^^ ing no more power to pcrfprn\ the a£lions jof g 
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« living Chriftiatt, than a dead body to perform the 
w ftindions of a living xhaii ?* What terms, I be- 
feech you, can fuch a one fulfil? Be they ever fo 
difficult, or ever fo eafy, it maketh no difFcrence. 
The hand, ftifF in death, is no ihore able to move a 
feather, than to remove a mountain. — ^Whatever, 
therefore, others may affirm, you. Sir, cannot talk 
of repentance, to be exetcifcd by ^//ffi man, until 
he is quickened and enabled by fellowihip with 
CHRIST, the living and life-giving head. . Unlefs 
you' chufe, either to contradift your own aflertionj^ 
that fallen man is abfolutely dead to all good ^ or 
clfe think proper to maintain, that the dead may 
liot only ^&, but perform fome of the inoft exceU 
lent a£ts, and important offices. 

You fhould likewife, Sir, if you would write 
<5orre£kly and argue forcibly, have told iis, what you 
mean by faith. Otherwife, you may intend one 
thing, and I another, even wnen we both ufe the 
fame word. In this cafe, our difpute might be as* 
endlefs, a'$ it muft be fruitlefii. 

By faith I mean, what St.^John calls, < a recciv- 
' ing of CHRIST 5' a receiving of him atid his be- 
nefits, as they are freely given, in the word of grace 
knd truth. If this, which is the apoftolical, be a 
proper definition, then it feems not to come under 
the denomination of a condition. They muft be 
exccffive refiners indeed, who would call my receiv- 
ing a rich' prefeht, the terms or conditions of pof^ 
feffing It; or trould efteem my eating at a plenteous 
feaft, the terms and conditions of enjoying it. Is 
not this to fubtflize, till found fenfe is loft r 

Faith according to St. Paul, is "a petfuafion, that 
< CHRIST loved me, and gave himfelf for me.^ 
Where is any trace or any hint of any conditionali* 
ty, in this defcription ? I don't hear the apoftle fay- 
ing. He loved me, provided I repent; he gave him- 
fetf for me, in cafo I think this, ot do that : but he 
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gave himfelf £or me, vfh&n I wae ungodl^t and hsd 
perforit^d na cooditioHa ; when 4 was without 
ftrei»gth» and eomldpcxiorm np conditions. — Thus ho 
gave himfclf for me» that I might have remiffion o{ 
Sns through his blood;, and et^ernal life, through his 
tighteoufneIs.^-^-**-Believing thefe delightful. truths^ 
and receiving thefe heavenly privileges, I- love my 
inoit adoFabk BcnfiS^or ^ and abhor thofe ini<|ui^ 
ties,, for which he vrept, and groaned, and died. 
That love of CH&JBST, is vital hoUnefs ? and thia 
abhorrence of fin, is practical repentance. And both 
s^ the fruits, therefore cannot be the conditions^ of 
felvation by JESUS. 

Some holy men^ and excellent writers, I confefs, 
have not fcrupled to call faith and repentance the 
conditions of our felvaHion. Yet I cannot prevail 
Q^n myfdf to ^i«iite or approve the laingui^e. I 
fear it tends to embajrraCs the finoere foul; to dark^ 
to the luftre of gvace $ and to afford too nuich oe<« 
CaGon for b^afting, 

* To embarrals the fincere fouJ.*— For, if I am 
(aved .on conditions, thi$ will natijurally divert my 
attention from the. gra^d and all^fufficient caufe of 
j:uftificatio0, the righteoufneih of CHRIST; which 
aJonjC gwes^ iblid eomifort* Inftead of deHghting 
myklf in the LQR£> R£EIE£M£R^ I ihall be en* 
gaged . in an anxj^ua conceun aboul* the fuppofed 
conditions. Whether I have perfoarmed them I 
Whe^jf I h»ve performedr them aright? Whcifhct 
ibere: may noi be feme kitent defc£l, that fpoik all^ 
and rendiers my bbour fruitlefs ? The more fcriouj 
our minds are,, and the: more tender our confeiencest 
the more iftall we be liablfi to perplexity and dif- 
quietude on this heai ; 

< U eicHpfes the.luftrc.ofgracev— Ye are fayed' bf 
* gtage,' fays the oracle of heaven. But if falv»tioa 
he upon candition», if: camiot be of. grace. Ic muft» 
in; £3cne: m€»I«r^ at kRftj.be.pf: yr(nk9». Sinccit de* 
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pends upon working the conditions, it is obtained 
by working the conditions ; and the candidate has 
xeafon to look principally unto his performance of 
the conditions. They are to him, by incomparable 
degrees, the moft important point. Becaufe, with- 
out their all-fignificant interpofitien, every thing elfc 
is as nothing. Even GOD'S everlafting love, and 
CHRIST'S everlafting righte;pufnefs, are, till the 
conditions are fulfilled, but cyphers without the ini- 
tial figure. 

* It affords too much occafion for boafting.' — May 
I not, in this cafe, thank my own application and 
induftry? They, they txcned themfelves fuccefsful- 
ly; and behold! the promifed reward is mine. What 
then ihould hinder me from facrificing unto my 
own netf and burning incenfe unto my own drag ? 
— At this door the notion of merit will unavoida- 
bly creep in. Becaufe my performance of the con- 
ditioais meritorious of the covenanted reward. So 
far meritorious, that the reward is my due. I may 
demand it, as a debt. And it will be an a£): of ap- 
parent injuftice to withhold it. — But (hall thefe things 
be faid uiitd the ALMIGHTY ? Will thefe things 
redound to the praife of the glory of his grace f Do 
thefe things hide vanity from man ; or confift with 
a falvation, that is imthout money^* or without price P 
Not quite (o well, I believe, yourfelf will acknow- 
iedge, as the following lines. 

Let the world their virtue boaft j 

Their works of righteotifnefs ; 
I, a wretch undone and loft. 

Am freely fav'd by grace : 
Other title I difclaim. 

This, only this, is all my plea ; 
I the chief of finners am, 

But JESUS died for me. 

. M ■ 
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" Fallen man," you fay, '* Is juftified, not by 
" perfeft obedience, but by faith." — *< Not by -per- 
«* fcft obedience." Ah, Sir ! if you had remem- 
bered the immutability of GOD, and the fpirituality 
of his law, you would not have challenged this ex- 
preffion.. — " But by faith." Here, 'tis true, you 
ufe the language of fcripture. Neverthelcfs it bc- 

. hoves a watchnJan of Ifrael, to fliew how the lan- 
guage of fcripture may be abufed. Faith, you al- 
low, is imputed to us for righteoufnefs ; therefore 
(you infer) not the righteoufnefs or perfedl obedi- 
ence of CHRIiyT. This, if you mean any thing, 
or would fpeak any thing to the purpofe, muft be 
your way of arguing. So you would fef faith and 
CHRIST'S righteoufnefs at variance. The former 
{hall exclude the latter from its of^ce. Whereas, 
the former is only the pitcher at the fountain, while 
the latter is the vepy water of life ; is that bleflcd,' 
glorious, heavenly expedient, which, received by 
faith, j unifies, fanflifies, faves. 

According to your gofpel, faith will fay to the 
righteoufnefs of the REDEEMER, " Depart hence, 
** I have no need of thee. I myfelf ajS as the juf- 
** tifying righteoufnefs. / fiand in the fiead of per^ 

^^^^feEl obedience y in order to acceptance 'with GOD *." 
— To this may we not reply. Was faith then cru- 
cified for you ? has faith magnified the divine law ? 
or is it by means of faith, that not one jot or title 
of its precepts pafs unfulfilled ? 

If faith, in thi€ fcn.fe, is imputed for righteouf- 
nefs, how can you fubfcrib^ that emphatical article, 
which declares, ** We are accounted righteous be- 
<* fore GOD, only for the merit of our LORD and 
« SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST." Surely, Sir, you 
are accounted righteous, for the fake of that^ what- 

• Thefe are Mr. Wcfi y*s own xvords, in his exprcati >n oF 
til is very doftrint. Sec nis fermon on * llt€ rigtUeoufiiefs cf 
* faith.* Vol. 1. p. £11. 
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-^ ever it be, which ftands in the ftead of perfeft o- 
bedience. That whatever it be, may claim the hon- 
our ; and to that, juilice itfelf cannot but award 
the prize. 

If your notion be true, the believer ought to have 
his own faith principally in view. Whatever pre- 
fents'me perfcftly obedient before GOD, is my' 
greateft good ; is my choiceft portion \ the beft 
foundation for my hope, my peace, my joy. To 
this, therefore, fo long as I know my own intereft, 
I muft chiefly look. Whereas, look unto JESUS, 
is^iiie dire£tion of the HOLY GHOST. Look un- 
to his perfe£t atonement, and complete righteou-i^ 
nefs, and he favedy is the grand unchangeable edi£t, 
iflued from the throne of grace. t 

Perhaps, you will fay. Are not the words of fcrip- 
ture ^xprcfly on my fide ? • Faith is imputed for 

- i * righteoufnefs/ True. But is this the fenfe of 
fcripture on your fide? Suppofe, I fhould undertake 
to prove, that David was purged from guilt, by the 
hyiTop which groweth on the wall; this you would 
think a wild and an impracticable attempt. Sut 
(hould I not have the words of fcripture exprefly 
• on my fide ? * Purge me with h'yflbp, and I ihall be 
« clean.* Yet fhould I not have the leaft cWinte- 
nance imaginable from the fpirit and fenfe of thofe 
facred writings. Has the hyflbp, a mean worthlefs 
(hrub, any kind of fitnefs, to ftand in the ftead of 
the facrifical blood,- and make the atonement for 
fin i No more fitnefs has faith, to (land in the fbe^d 
of perfe6fc obedience; or zCt as our juftifying right- 
eoufuefs ; or procure our acceptance with GOD. 

« What CHRIST has done."— Here Mr. Wefley 
himfelf fpeaks of what CHRIST has done. He le- 
prefents it by a very magnificent image. He lays it 
as the foundation of that firft and moft comprehen- ^ 
five bleffing, juftification. In this I moft cordially 
agree with him. Hoping, that we ihall uuauimoufn^ 

M % 
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ly join, to defend this important fentiment, againft 
all oppof:tion j and endeavour to difplay the REr 
D££M£R'S work, as well as his pafEon, in all its 
glorious excellency. 

« What CHRIST has done, is the foundation of 
"our juftification, not the term or condition.** — 
The prophet Ifaiah had other notions of this mat- 
ter ; < If thou (halt make his foul an ofl^ring for fin, 
« he (hall fee his feed.' ^ * is the hypothetic lan- 
guage ) denotes a term ; exprefles a condition ^ on 
the performance of which, the MSSSIAH Jbeuld fee 
bis feed ; (hould have a numherlefs multitude of tin- 
ners pardoned and renewed ; born again of the 
SPIRIT, and made heirs of falvation. The grand 
term, on which all thefe bleffings depend, and by 
which they are made fure to believers, is, the pour- 
ing out of the MESSIAH'S foul, as a facrifice for 
their fins, and a ranfom for their perfons. 

" The foundation, not the condition.'*-— Methinks 
you ihould offer fome reafon for this diftinC^ion : 
efpecially, (ince St. Paul afTures us, that CHRIST 
is, .in the work of falvation, not this or that only, 
but he is ALL : efpecially, fince CHRIST himfcif 
declares, * I am,* in the grandeft of all aiFairs, the 
rede^)tion of fmners, ' the beginning and the end- 
* ing.' And well he may be fo, fince he i8> as it fol- 
lows in the text, < the ALMIGHTY.* 

Your meaning, I prefumc, is. What CHRIST haa 
done, is a foundation for the influence and .dgnifi- 
cancy of our own doings. That they, under the 
notion cf tefms and conditions, may come in for a 
ihare, and be his co-adjutors in the great work. 
This was the .do£lrine, eftablifhed by tlie council of 
Trent ; this is the doftrine, flill maintained in the 

* If. liii. 10. C3*vn DK> Sifofr/erJs, Yocula DM valet ^MrdSi* 
thnemy et re^e vertitur per fi, Patet enim ckiiilline, conds'* 
iionem hie conjungi cttllJ fr'tvilegh^ pi aeflltS condttioxie obtiiieii- 

^0. VlT&IM. 
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ponclave of Rome ; and is, perhaps^ of all their a- 
bominations thf mod refined, yet not the kail dif- 
honourable to our SAVIOUR. It bears the great- 
eft oppoiition -to the truth of his gofpel, aUd the 
freenefs of his redemption. 

I have heard it infinuated, that Mr. Wefley is a 
Jefuit in difguife. This iniinuation I rejecfted, as 
the grofTcft calumny ; I abhorred, as falHiood itfelf. 
I acquit you. Sir, from the charge of being a Jefuit 
or a Papift. But nobody, I apprehend, can acquit ^ 
your principles from halting between Proteftantifm 
and Poperv. They have ftoien the unhallowed firc> 
and are intefled with the leaven of Antichrift. You 
have unhappily adopted fome fpecious Papiflical te« 
nets, and are liilening to the mother of abomina* 
tions, more than you are aware. 

Amidft all your miftakes (and from miilakes who 
is exempt ?) I verily believe, your principal aim is^ 
the honour of CHRIST, and the edification of fouls* 
Therefore I fpeak the more freely. Was you a bi* 
got to felfifhnef^. or a devotee to vain glory, fuch 
liberty might be aifpleafing. But I am perfuadcd 
better things of Mr. Wefley. He has publicly de- 
clared, that " wherein focver he is miftaken, his 
<« mind is open to^onviflion ; and he fincerely de- 
*' fires to be better informed." This, is written in 
the true fpirit of a Chriflian. To this fpirit I ad- 
drefs myfeif. Bcggiag of you, Sir, with the fin- 
cerity and tendernefs of a brother, to conQder thefe 
hints impartially; left, being milled yourfclf,. you 
miflead your thoufands and ten thoufands. 

In the meantime, I hope you will not take it a- 
mifs, if> to my affeflionate entreacie3> I add my ear« 
neft prayers. That you, Sir, and your people, may 
be in the number of thofe • blefTcd men, unto whom 
< G01> imputeth righteoufuefs without works.'* 
Which I take to be the firlt and great evangelical 
privilege ^ as, I am very furfe, it is the richeft bene* 

M 3, 
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fft, I know how to crave, either for yoo, or for yout 

moft, &c. 



LETTER VII. 

Re V. Sir, 

PErfons Ikilled in the difleftion of animal bo'die^^ 
frequently mention comparative anatomy. May 
I borfow the term, and apply it to theology ? I do 
th,en freely declare, that in cafe you cenfured Afpa- 
(10, for points of divinity, comparatively finally yott 
frould have no oppofition, nor any check, from 
this pen. 

Some people, for inftance, are of opinion, that 
the belief of a parent is confiderably beneficial to 
his children. That, when St. Paul fays to the anx- 
ious jailor, * Believe on the LORD JESUS, and 
« thou fhalt be faved, and thy houfe ;* he promifes 
fome fpecral good, that fliould redound to the man's 
houfehold, from his own rcceival of CHRIST, h 
feems, indeed, that the apoftle muft intend fome- 
thing of this nature 5 more than barely to fay, diy 
fi\mily alfo, provided they follow thy example, ifhall 
obtain falvation with eternal glory. If this wer$ 
the whole of his meaning, he need not have con- 
fined it to the jailor's domcftics, but might have 
extended it to all the inhabitants of PhiHppi. 

Such tenets, whether admitted or rejeded, affedr 
not the main point. Men may embrace which fide 
of the qucftion they think proper, and yet be found 
in the faith of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. But 
errors, relating to that righteoufnefs^ which is the 
one efficient caufe of juftification 5 in which aloncr 
GOD is well pleafed, and all his perfe£lions glori- 
fied 5 which is the only fpring of folid peace, and 
true godlinefs 5 fuch errors are extremely pernici- 
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oa8< Thefe we muft withftand with refolutioi} and 
2eal. We may not gWe place to their encroach- 
ment, no, not for an hour. The former may be 
compared to a fly^ fettkd on the difli ^ the latter 
are more like poifon, mixed with our food. To 
diflodge thatf may not be amUli : but to pfevenf, 
or expel, or antidote //>/'/, is abfolutely neceifary. 
In the former dumber, perhaps^ the reader will rank 
your obfervationj which follows* But as I have un. 
dcrtaken to follow you ftep by ftep, I muft not dif- 
regard it. 

Afpafio, fpeaking of David, expreifes a high e- 
fteem for that hero, king, and faint. Allowing, 
that his efteem were carried a little too far j where 
would have been the great hurt, or the grievous 
offence ? How, Sir, could this have led to " un- 
<« fettled notions in religion • ?"— I was inclined tO 
anfwcr your refleftiond, sts the hero himfelf anfwer- 
ed his cenforious brother, 'Is there not a caufe ?* 
Then pafSng on to another fubjedl, as he, perfeft*- 
]y mailer of himfelf, and nobly fuperior to the af- 
front, turned to another perfon. But a« you feem 
to have injured David, and not done juftitc to the 
truth, I fhall hardly, be excufed, if I difmife thfc 
matter, without fome more particular notice. 

GOD himfelf dignifies David with the moft ex- 
alted of all charadlers, fays Afpafio.*— ** Far, very 
»< far from ^," fays Mr. W efley. « We have more 
« exalted charaAers than David^s.**— Where, Sir ? 
Shew me in any of the faints,, or in arty of the fa* 
creid writers, a more devout, or a more divine fpi«- 
tit, than that which breathes in the penmart of the 
Pfalms. For my own part, I know nothing fupe- 
rior to it, in any author, or in any language. Nei* 
ther can I conceive a more e^c^lted character, thaA 

* The reader will' plesir© to remcmbcf, that tt>e pam^hlef, 
wkich contains the remarks under confirleration, is ea6t]e4; ^ 
Prefinmtive n^ainp unfetikd ttomfis in reUgi0n^ 
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the charader given of David, • a man after GOD'S 

* own heart.' If GOD be an unerring judge, if 
his approbation be the infallible ftandardy this de- 
fcription mud exprefs theMjnofl; confummate human 
worth. Say whatever you will of a perfon, it does 
not, it cannot exceed this moft illuftrious tefti- 
.mony. 

<< But this is faid of David in a particular re- 
ccfpea."— Ay! notwithftanding the HOLY SPI- 
RIT has declared concerning him ; < a man after 
« mine own .heart, who (hall perform all my will.' 
If you was expounding this text, would, you think 
it right to fay? He fhall perform * all my will,' that 
is, he (hall ferve me in < fome particular refpeft.' — 
•* It was not faid, with regard to his whole charac- 
" ter." No ! not when the SPIRIT of infpiration 
has borne this witnefs to David \ * His heart was 
< perfea with the LORD his GOD.' Could his 
heart be perfedl, yet not influence his wlwU con- 
dufl:? — " But it was faid in the fecond or third year 
*< of Saul's reig^.." Therefore it was not applica- 
ble to him, during the future years of. his life. 
This is the infefrence you would draw, But can you 
really think it a juft one ? or would you call that 
perfon a man after GOD'S own heart, who is fin- 
gularly pious in the days of his youth, but fwerves 
and declines in his advanced age ? ■ 

Notwithftanding all thefe remonftrances, you 
pu(h matters to the utmoil; as though it was a 
point of the laft importa^ice, to prove David an er- 
rant backflider. With this view, you add j '* But 
*« was he a man after GOD'S own heart, all his 
" life, or in all particulars ? So far from it, that" — 
Stop, Sir, I befecch you. And, before you fpeak 
unadvifedly with your lips, hear what the LORD 
himfelf replies, to both your interrogatories; *Da-* 

* vid did that which v^as rights in the eyes of the 
« LORD, and turned not afide from any thing that 
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' he commanded him, all the days of his life, fave 
« only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite/ Surely> 
you was not aware, th^t fuch things are written in 
the book of GOD. Otherwife, you would not have 
contradided them, with fo much boldnefs. I will, 
therefore, put the moft charitable conftruftion upon 
your procedure, and fay with the apoftle 5 * I wot, 
« that through inadvertence you did it.* 

« There is not a juft man upon earth; that finneth 

* not/ is a text quoted by Afpalio. Upon which 
Mr- Wefley obferves, " Solomon might truly fay fo, 
« before CHRIST came."— According to this infi- 
jiuation, what Solomon faid in hrs Proverbs and o* 
ther books, was faid onjy by a fhort-fighted mortal: 
who might adapt his inftrudions to the prefent 
ceconomy; but was not able to plan a- fyftem of 
morals for futurity. Whereas, I always fuppofed, 
that his writings were di£^ated by that infinitely** 
wife SPIRIT, before whom all times arc prefent, 
and to whom all events are ktiown. Agreeably to 
this fuppolition, Paul informs us, that * whatfoever 
« things were written aforetime,' whether by SoIo« 
mon or any other prophet, * were written for our 

* learning.'— No ^ fuggeds Mr. Wcfley. Here is 
fomething written, which appertains not to us Chri« 
ftians. Wc arc above it. — Are you fo ? Your tea- 
fon for thefc lofty apprehcnfions ? Why, *< St, Joha 
affirms, « Whofoever is born of GOD, finneth not/ 

True; he finneth not habitually; it ts not his 
cuftomary praftice. Thus the pafiage is explained 
by another apoitle; < Sin,' though it may make in« 
furreftion, does* not reign in his mortd body/ 
Though it may ailault him, yet it -< has not doml- 

* nion over him.'— 

Again, he * finneth not,^ is the fame way of 
fpeaktng, and to be undetftood with the fame limi* 
tation, as that text m Job, * H£ giveth not account 

* of any of his matters.' How,' Sir, would jou in« 
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tcrpret thcfe words? It is undeniably certain, that 
fometimes GOD giveth account of his matters. He 
gave it to Abraham, when Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and the cities about them, were to be deftroyed 
with brimftone and. fire from heaven. You would 
therefore, I prefume, in fome fuch qualified fenfc 
expound the paffage ; ** He giveth not account ; it is 
?* not his ufual way. Not a cuftomary procedure 
*< with the fuprcmc Difpofer of things. He gene- 
** rally rcquireth his creatures to tranfafb with him 
*» upon truft ; to give themfelves up, with an im- 
<* plicit refignation to the veracity of his word, and 
<« the good plcafurc of his will.*'-— The harmony of 
fcripture, and the neceffity of the cafe, call upon 
you to give the fame cxpofition of the text be- 
fore us. 

I faid, the neccflity of the cafe. For you will 
pleafe to obferve, the thing affirmed, is affirmed in 
fuch a manner, that it muft be applied to every in- 
dividual Chriftian^ %nd at the very inftant of his 
commencing a true Chriftian. The apoftle fays not, 
a faint of the firft rank, but mfiojbever. Ho fays 
not, After fuch a one has been, for a confiderablc 
time, born of GOD; but whofoever * is born,' is but 
juft entered upon the defirable ftate, « finnpth not.' 
The charafter belongs to the very weakefl: believer. 
The defcription is fuited even to babes in CHRIST. 
To fuppofe, therefore, that it implies an entire free- 
dom from fin, infirmity, and defeft, is to fuppofe, 
that all the children of the regeneration are born in 
a ftate of manhood ; or rather, are more than men, 
even while they arc infants of a day. 

Our fenfe of the paflage is free from this impjo^ 
priety, yet gives no countenance to immorality- 
« Whofoever is born of GOD finneth riot.' He does 
not, he cannot fin, like . the devil, or one aflnatd 
by the diabolical nature. This interpretation is ren- 
dered protable^ by the apoftle's antithefisj «Hc that 
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' committeth fin is of the deviL* It is rendered nc- 
ceflary, by^ the preceding remark, and by the expe- 
rience of Chriftians.— The text, thus interpreted, 
is. applicable to the babe in CHRIST, as well as to 
the adult. Though either of them may fall, through 
the violence or furprife of temptation 5 yet neither 
of them can live and die in allowed iniquity, whe- 
ther of omiiSon, or commiflion. They cannot have 
a fettled love to any known fin, nor can they com- 
mit it with the full confent of their will. 

Solomon, when he uttered thefe humbling words*, 
had his eye upon what we fomewhere call, *< the 
'** inconceivable purity and fpirituality of the facred 
*< precepts ;" upon that universal obedience which 
they require, in every the minuteft inftance. — That 
we da nothing, great or fmall, which they forbid ; 
leave nothing undone in heart or life, which they 
enjoin. — That we do all this, in the moft perfedi 
degree. Not only ferving the LORD, but ferv- 
ing him with all our ftrcngth., Not only loving 
our neighbour, but loving him as our own foul. 
Ever exercifing the utmoft regularity of afFeftion 
aild defire \ ever maintaining the utmoft reflitude 
of- temper and thought. — If you alfo, Sir, had your 
eye fixed upon the fume law, as it delineates and 
demands this <^ inconceivable purity and fpirituali- 
(( ty ;" you would not fcruplc to acquiefce in the 
wife man's confeffion, nor think much to adopt it 
as your own. You would acknowledge it calculat- 
ed, not only for the Mofaic aera, and meridian of 
Judea, but for all times and all places 5 till thofe 
new heavens, and that new earth appear, wherein 
dwelleth confummate right eoufnefs. 

* In many things we offend all.* " That St. James 
w does not fpeak this of himfelf, or real Chfiftians^ 
« will clearly appear to all, who impartially confi- 
<* der the context." — I wifti, Sir, you liad made this 

* Ecch. vii. ao. 
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appear to on^; even to him, whoni you honour with 
this addr.eTs. Then I (hould npt have been obliged 
to afk. Of whom fpeaketh the apoftle ? — He fays. 
My hrefhr^n. Does not this imply true believers, 
and real Chriftians ? — He fays, We teachers ♦. Does 
not this comprehend himfelf, and defcribe his of- 
fice ? — He adds, We alL If he himfelf, and real 
Chridians, are not included in this moft compre^^ 
henfive claufe ; I would defire to know, in what 
terms they could poffibly be comprifed. 

According to this interpretation, the arguing is 
juft, and the conclusion forcible. As though he had 
faid, — " My dear brethren, though you are truly 
<f converted to Chriftianity, yet do not unadvifcdly 
^< engage in' the arduous and awful work of the 
<^ miniftry. Remembering, that we minifters of 
« the gofpel (hall be fubjecl: to a drifter judgement 
<< f than Chriilians in ordinary life ; and if, upon 
<< trial, we are found faithlefs., fhall receive a hea- 
<* vier condemnation f. — ^Thc danger, let me add, 
<< is very confiderabie; becaufe fuch is the frailty of 
<' our mortal ftate, that the very bed among us, 
(< and thofe converfant in facred things, cannot al« 
<< ways walk'uprightly; but in many inftances, we 
*< trip, we dumble, we offend." 

Whereas, if neither the apodle himfelf nor real 
Chridians be meant, I can fee no propriety nor 
force in the reafoning. Nay, I can fee no reafon^ 
ing at all, though the illative particle for evident* 
ly requires it. Nothing but a mod iniipidand fri- 
volous afiertion ; << For, in many things, we that 
<< are not real Chridians ofiend." Is this a difcove* 
Tv worthy of apodolical wifdom ? Is this all that 
the infpired St. James meant to declare ? You and 
< I could have told him and his people a great deal 

* The original is, not xt;pMl, mafters^ but MtfOTUO^, teacherf. 
+ f Judgement^ €Oft^mHati§n-^ikt word XfT/bUt may be takc» 
in both th«fe iJgnificatioAs. 
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more. Whofoever i$ not a real Chriftian ofiendsi 
not in msfiy things only^ but in every thing. To 
fuch a one nothing is pure. His mind and con* 
fcience ai^ defikcl : hi& whole Hfe is fim 

We have examined this objedtion, as it ftands in 
kfclf. li<?t us now take a view of it, as it may ap- 
pear in its confequcnces.— * In many things we of- 

* fend all.' *^ The apoftle fpeaks not of himfelf, not 
" of real Chriftians." What fine work would our 
adverfaries make with the fcriptures, if v^e fhould 
allow them Mr. Wefley's liberty of interpretation ! 
Tell a Pelagian, that all mankind is depraved. Prove 
the univerfal depravity, by that abafmg text, * All 
< we, like flieep, have gone aftray.* How cafily may 
he cpply, ^// ive does not mean all mankind ? The 
prophet fpeaks not of himfelf, nor of virtuous per- 
fons, but only of prophane people, and men of the 
bafct fort.— Tell an Arian, that'our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST is very GOD. Confirm the glorious 
truth, by that moft cogent text ; < In HIM dwells 
« all the fulnefs of the GODHEAD.' The heretic 
has qothing more to do, than, i« Mr. Welley's man- 
ner, to anfwer, All fulmfs does not mean all the 
divine perfeftions, but only fo«i6 pittance or portion 
of them. — Dear Sir, whenever you are difpofed to 
criticife again, let me bcfeech you to confider a lit- 
tle the import of language, and the confequences 
of things. 

Had the words been, « In many things we offend,* 
you might, by difregarding the context, have bor- 
r^w^d fome flight feeming countenance for your 
criticifm, from verfe the ninth ; where the apoftle 
is fuppofcd to perfonate .the wicked. * Therewith 

* curfe we man.' But in the place under confidera- 
tion, he enlarges the fentiment, and Itrengtliens the 
language •, though free from that particular crime, 
he was not free from this general charge. Here 
therefore he fparesjnot himfelf^ he takes ihame to 

N 
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himfelf, and teaches the moll upright of the hu« 
man race, to plead guilty before their judge. W^ 
thefervantsof GOD j M^etheambafladorsof CHRIST; 
we ai! * — not one excepted — in many things offend. 
—Where then could they^ and O ! where can y9U 
and ly look for our perfe£^ion, but only in our 
divinely gracious SURETY, BRIDE-GROOM^ 
HEAD ? There let us feck it, where fomc excel- 
lent lines (whofe author you may probably know) 
have taught us to find it. 

Now let me climb perfeflion's height^ 

And into nothing fall ; 
Be lefs than nothing in thy fight. 

While CHRIST is all in all. 

« 

In the paragraph which begins, <' O children of 
•< Adam," you don't diftinguiih what the law is 
made to fpcak, according to a new fcheme of divi- 
nity ; and what it really does fpeak to true believers^ 
on the principles of the gofpel. Give me leave to. 
rectify your miftake% and to point out the manner 
in which you ihould have exprefled yourfelf. 

T9 reSHfy your mtfimkes — You fuppofe the law, 
upon Afpafio's plan, fpeaking to this efieA. ^ O 
<< children of Adam, you are no longer obliged to 
« love the LORD your GOD with all your heart." 
Indeed you are. The obligation remains, and iB 
unalterable. But it has been fully fatisfied, as.the 
condition of life and immortality, by the believer's 
glorious SURETY.—" Once I infifted on abfolutc 
«* purity of heart. Now I can difpenfe with fome 
" degrees of evil defirc." No fuch thing. Every 
degree of evil dcfire I condemn with inexorable ri- 
gour. But every fuch offence has been thus con« 
demned, and thus punifhed, in the fleih of ycur 
crucified LORD.—" Since^ CHRIST has fulfilled 

* ^ Ke feipfos qujdem esopiom apQftoli.^'^ ..Banoel. iolcc. 
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« the law for you, you need not fulfil it.*' Rather, 
you need not fulfil it, in order to the juftification 
of your perfons, or to obtain eternal life and glo^ 
ry. Thid} to you the greateft of impofllbilities, has 
bieen performed in your behalf, by a MEDIATOR 
and a REDEEMER, to whom nothing is. impof- 
fiblc.— ** I will connive at, yea accommodate my 
<< demands to your weaknefs." Not this, but what 
is much better, I fee no finful weaknefies in you, 
becaufe they are all covered * with the refplendent 
robe of your SAVIOUR'S righteoufnef^ \ therefore 
I no longer curfe, but blefs you, and fign your title 
to evcrlafting happinefs. — ^Thus the enmity of our 
nature is flain: thus the preceptSj^ even the ftrifleft 
precepts, become amiable and defirable. We love 
the law, which, through our dear REDEEMER, is 
no longer againft us, .but on our fide^ is a meflea- 
ger of pence, and bears witnefs to our completenefs 
in CHRIST. 

• Tbe manner in vfbicb youjbould bavi exprejjed your-m 
fey^. — ^This is w|iat the law fpeaks, according to Af- 
pafio's do£);rine. " O believers in CHRIST, I am, 
<* like my divine Author, confummale and un- 
^ changeable. I did require, I do require, and e« 
•« ver ihall require, perfe£l love to GOD ; perfe£k 
« charity to your neighbour ; and perfe£i holinefs, 
^ both in heart and life. Never abating one title 
^ of thefe my requirements, I fhall denounce the 
^ curfe upon every difobedience ; upon the leaft 
« ideparture from abfolute perfeftion. — But this is 
« your comfort, believers, that the curfe is exe- 
« cuted upon your moft holy SURETY. This is 
^ your comfort, believers, that my precepts have 

* Pfal. xxxii. 1. * Bleflled itlte, wbofe iniqiitiesaife covered.* 
Upoo this text, St. Jerom very ingenioufly, and very comfort- 
ably defcantt; ^ Quod tegitor, turn videtur; quod non vide-«. 
**tttr, noo imputator; quod noo iinputatur, non punictur." 
That wbicb is covered, is not feen; thai which is not feen, is 
not impnted; ^at whicli is not inpated, fliaU not be puniflied. 

N a 
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« been fully obeyed by JESUS your SAVIOUR. 
<* As this was done, iii your nature, and in your 
« ftead, I am fatisfied^ and you are justified. Now^ 
•< though I can never difpenfe with any faulty nor 
" connive at any infirrnity ; yet I behoM all your 
« faults laid upon IMMANUEL : I behold all ht« 
<< righteoufnefs put upon you ; and on hu account, 
*< I acquit you, I accept you^ and pronounce you 
" righteous V 

. This is the language of the law to the faitbful, as 
they are in CHRIST JESUS. This is the fpitit of 
Afpafio's converfation with his friend Theron. Tht 
native tendency of this do^trine^ and its powerful 
agency in producing true holinefs, are profefledljr 
diiplayed in the tenth letteS* ; and not obfcuTely 
hinted in various other places. ^ If you can prove, 
that it'has a contrary tendigngy^ you will prove, 
that the ^race vf GOD does no longer teaeh us t^ 
deny J but prompt us to commit ufjgidlhtsjfi. Aa 
attempt, in which, with all my eftccm for your per- 
fon, and deference to your (abilities^ . i xauhot wifil 
you GOD fp^ed, 

" Docs the rightcoufneft of GOD ever metin 
« (as you affirm) the merits of CHRIST ?"— Where 
do I affirm thjs, Sir ? Be pleafed to produce t^e pafr 
iagc. At leaft reficr us to the pagc.-^-^fpafio, in 
the place which offends y^u, fpeaits dF what 
CHRIST has done and fufficred ^ of ^his a^ve and 
paffive obedience. Thefe expreffioxis you change 

* I thinki it is Ao fnifiYprefeiitatloB, to ru|)par« the ki^ 
fpeaking in this manner^ to the believers. — ^Becaufe to them ^all 

* things are become hew.* Confeqxiciitly, the voice of the law 
it fievv.-^JBeca«ift < all thittgl eitt k%ttir«> tf To, thb fk!ntetkct 
of the law is theirs. Not to overwhelm them with confufioo, 
but to make them Joyfiii through hope.— Bctauft thii is the 
language 6F thfc almighty LAWGIVEK, to the redeemed of 
the LORD jEStJS ; and fuMy tht la\t will ^lot j^r, but har- 
mottifc^ with its author, faying, * How Ihall I curft whom GOD 

* hath not pucfed ? ojr hot? ihall I defy, whom the LOKD hath 

* not dt^td ?» 
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into " the merits of CHRIST f which being aa 
ambiguous phrafe, may feire to perplex the caufe^ 
rather than clear up the difficulty* Give me leave^ 
therefore^ to reftore Afpafio's words^ and to ft.ate 
the queftion fairly. « 

** Does the righteoufnefs of GOD ever fignify 
<« the aaive and paifive obedience of CHRIST i'' 
To this Mr. Wefley replies, << I believe, not once in 
w all the fcripturc.** — ^Why then. Sir, do you not 
difprove what Aipafio has advanced in /apport of 
this interpretation i Tou believe one thing, bf be- 
heves another. And there is this littU difference 
in the ground you refpe£iively go upon. He ap- 
peals to argument and fcripture. Tou reft the whole 
matter upon this fingle bottom, ** 1 believe fo '' 

You proceed — " It" (that is, the righteoufncfs of 
GOD) << often means, and particularly in the e- 
<< piftle to the Romans, GOD'S method of juftify- 
<< ing finners.''-*iSuppofe I (hould fay, in my turn. 
This phrale never means, no, not in the epiftle to 
the Romans, GOD'S method of juftifying Hnners $ 
I fliottld then argue in your own way; bring a 
ihield fuited to your fword ; juft as good an argu« 
ment to defend, as yoii have brought to deftroy 
my opinion. What would the judicious reader 
fay, on fuch an occafion ? Would he not fmile^ 
and cry, <<.A goodly pair of difputants truly i" 

But let me afk,. Does the holinefs of GOD figni- 
fy his method of fan£tifying finners. Does the 
wifdom of GOD fignify his method of making Tin- 
ners wife ? This no mortal has fufpedled ; this 
you yourfclf will hardly venture to affere. Why 
then Ihould we take your word, when, without af- 
figning the leaft reafon, you dilate and declare, 
•« The righteoufncfs of GOD means his method of 
«* juftifying tinners?" — You muft pardon us, Sir, 
if we prefer St. Peter's judgement; his judgement in 
that memorable pafTage, ^ Who have obtained like 

N 3 
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« precious faith in the righteoufnefs of our GOD, 

* even of our SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST/ TTiis 
fentcnce is a key to all thofe texts in the New Telf* 
tament, and many of tKofe in the Old, tvhxch men- 
tion fhe righteoufnefs of GOD. Here it neccffari- 
ly fignifies the righteoufnefs .of CHRIST; becaufe 
none elfe is our GOD afid SAVIOUR. Here it 
confefledly fignifies the objeft of juftifyiftg faith. 
Which cannot be the eflential righteotifneS of an 
abfolute GOD, but muft be the vicarious righteouf- 
nefs' of an incarnate GOD. And why fliould you 
fcruplc to call the righteoufnefs of CHRIST, the 
righteoufnefs of GOD ? fince his blood is called tht 
blood of GOD. His life, which he laid d^n fbt 
us, is cailed the life of GOD. And he hitnfdf, a^ 
the author of cur fahation, is called JEHOVAH 

, (or GOD feif-exiftent and everlafting) * our right- 

* eoufnefs.' 

It is poffible, you may produce fome cominetita- 
tors of efninence, who coincide or have fed the way, 
in this your inrerptetation. But tnay we nbj afk 
themi as well as yCurfelf, on what authority they 
proceed ?— Is this the plain and natural figniiication 
of the words ? No ; but an apparent forCe upon 
their natural import.*^— Does this tend to fix and 
afcertain the fenfe of the paflage ? No ; but it giteS 
the paflage fuch a rambling turn, as will accorn mo- 
date itfelf, to the fentiments of Arians, or Socini- 
ans, Arminians or Papifts.-^Is this reconclfeabic 
with the tenor of fcripture ? « He hath made HIM 

* to be fin for us, who knew no fm, that we might 

* be made the righteoufnefs of GOD in him.* 
Make a trial of your interpretation tipbn this dtt 
tinguiihed text ; fee how it will accord with com- 

/mon fenfe, or the analogy of faith. That we might 
be made the righteoufnefs of GOD ; that is, <* that 
« we might be made GOD'S method of juftifying 
" finners.'* Can you yourfelf. Sir, upon an im* 
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partial retiew, be pleafed "with fuch Interptctations 
6f facted writ ? 

How much mote nobk, and how much more 
coitifortablc is the eafy and cAvious fenfe, which 
the words in ^ moft beautiful dittiax, afford ! He 
made CHRIST, who was petfeftly free frotn fin, 
both in heart qnd life; GOD made him to be fin, 
jaftlv chargeable with it, and jnftly punifhabfe for 
it. That we, who are fuH of fin, both otiginJil and 
a£laa!, might be made < righteous*— and trot btntely 
righteous, b\it (which is a muoh fttonger etpret- 
fioti) * righteoufneft itfelf ;'— yea, that we might be 
made, what ejcceeds all parallel, and pafles all tm- 
dcrftanding, < the rrghteoufnefs of GOD * •,' might 
have that very righteoufneft for our juftification, 
which the GOD of all perfe&ion, ttniiing himfetf 
to our nature, wrought, finifhed, and infinitely en» 
nobled. 

Mr. Samuel Clarke, in his annotations qfn thi* 
verfe, on Rom. i. 17. on Rom. x. 3. writeis in the 
fame vague and unfatisf^ory manner as youtfelf. 
I could mention another oekbrated commewtator, 
who leans to this timid and trimming fchemc.-^I 
fpeak thus freely^ becaufe I look upori the article of 
» - 

* SI. Ghfyn»ftom fe^x{yoaii<b this imptirtiil^t palTa^, ift nAich 
the falBe maaBCf . His worck fc»^ worCliy, not only to be topi«4 
in a note^ but to be >»ritten on our he<irts. Xloun TMjja, Ao^^ 

Toiof ^eajjct 'jFit^^weiu J'wmil^ vm; Tov yoif hiuuwy ^wtf^ 

aAA* tojlm mv ^jmijiiltt. Ou yap tt^^y vltfAwrtv ecyttfjioh^y tU.K 

tvmfy KAi &&tJilt&fim»JiK ** Wli^tttronU cttii e!Kpr€l9, or tAidt 
*' thoo^ht^ can conceive, the gr^atn^^ of ttieie things? ^^ 
•« made the RlGHT£OtJS ONE « imner, tWt lie might malce 
** Hrfetched fifinefs righteous, t^his, though mal*velloutly greaf, 
*' Is not all. The word ib not ki^ii* cdntrete, but in tlie ftb* 
« ftra^^r He made the JUST OKE, not a rfiimer, hvt fin ; tiitt 
« wc might be made, not righteous only,— but righteouliieft 
« itfetf,— yea, the Hglitftoufneltof GOt).''" 
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justification through the rigbteoufnefs of our GOD 
and SAVIOURi to be the fupreme diftinguiihing 
glory of Chriftianity. Becaufe I confider it as the 
richeft, incomparably the richeft privilege of the 
Chriftian. To have a righteoufnefs,— -a confummate 
righteoufnefs, — the very rigbteoufnefs of the incar- 
nate GOD.— dignified with all the p'erfe£tions of 
divine nature, — to have this rigbteoufnefs imputed 
for our j unification ! matchlefs inconceivable blef« 
fing I This fills the believer's heart with inexpref- 
fible comfort and joy. This difplays the grace of 
GOD, in the moft charming and tranfporting light. 
This conftitutes the moit engaging motive to love, 
to holinefsy and to«all willing obedience. 

Let us not then treat of it, in fuch diluting terms, 
or in fuch a compromiftng ftrain, as ihall defeat the 
efficacy of the heavenly cordial^ or deliver up the 
precious depofitum to the enemies of the gofpel. 
I.et us rather, by a clear and full < manifeftation of 
^ the truth,' of this capital and leading truth efpe* 
cially, < commend ourfelves to every man's con- 
< fcience.' Their humour may diilike it, their pre- 
judice may reje£t it; but their qonfcience, whenever 
it awakes, and gains the afcendant, will embrace it; 
will cleave to it ; and rejoice in it. 

But (lay. Let me proceed cautiouily; not tri« 
limph immaturely .You rally your forces, and pre- 
pare for a frefh attack. Afpafio tells his friend, that 
the rigbteoufnefs of GOD, figiiifies a rigbteoufnefs 
of the moft fupereminent dignity \ fuch as is wor- 
thy to be called by his name, and may juftly chal- 
lenge his acceptance. ..To this you reply, <.*T c^n- 
<' not allow it at all."-<— Afpafio (upports his opinion 
by fcripture, by reafon, and by a very refpe£lable 
authprity. All which Mr. Wefley would confront 
and overthrow, by that one irrefragable proof, " I 
« cannot allow it at all." — Surely, faid I, upon read-' 
ing fuch controvcrfial triflings, delivered with the 
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air of oracular refporrfes; furely this letter muft 
hav^" ftolen its way into the world. It was defigned 
as a prefervativc for Mr. Wcfky*$ private focieties 
only. It could never be intended for public view, 
aiid general examination. Since every reader is 
treated, not as his judge, no, nor as his equal, but 
as his pupil; not a;B one, that is to be addrefled with 
argument, and convinced by reafoning, but as n 
tame difctple, that is to acquiefce in the great pre- 
ceptbr*8 folemn «« say so." 

To your next paragraph I have no malerial objec* 
tion. I might indeed cotnplain of an unfair quottb- 
tion ; but I (hall only obferve, that ydu wowW di{^ 
card the cxprcffion, « imptitation of righteoufnefs/ 
and infert in its ftead, \ intereft in CHRIST.* Yott 
had not always, Sir, fuch an averfion to the phrafci 
knputedt witnefs^that ftan2a in one of your hymns^ 

» 

Let f^th and love cotnbi^te 

To gu^rd yotr valiant bireafft > ' 

The piat<e be rlghtetfufnefs/ divine, 
Imputed and impreft. r "" 

However, in this place I am wilMng to gratify you: 
becaufe it will be difficult to (hew, how- a finner 
^an have a real intereft in CHRIST, in what he hafe 
done and what he has ftxfFcred, ai^y other way thatt 
by imputation. I am willing to gratify you, pro- 
VKled you do not entertain that ftrange cofedeit, of 
an imc^mpUte intereft, or an intereft in half the RE* 
DEEMER J but look upon the holinefs of his 1^^^^ 
cure, the obedience of his life, and the atonement 
ttf his death, as the one undivided inefFabJc treafuTe^ 
in whi<jh every believing fintier is ihterefted; as thit 
which is the alKufficient c&ufe of his juftifieation 5 
rendering acceptable, fil-ft his perfbn, then his per- 
formances \ and; at the laft, introducing him, with 
dignity and triumph, into everkfting habitations. 
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Here I lay down my pen ; unlefs you will permit 
me to relate a little piece of hiitory, not foreign to 
your 'lail fentiment..-«-*A certain general happened 
to obferve a common foldier .diftinguiihing himfelf^ 
on the day of battle with uncommon a^ivity and 
courage ; determined to reward merit, where*ever it 
was found, he advanced the brave plebeian to a cap- 
tain's poll ; who had not long enjoyed the honour^ 
before he came to his benefa£lor| and, with a de- 
je£led countenance,, begged leave to refign his com- 
miflion. The general, furprifed at fuch an unex- 
pe£led requeft, alked him the reafon. Tour officers, 
faid the petiiioner^ being gentlemen of family and 
education, think it beneath thexri to aflbciate or 
converfe with a ruftic. So that, now, I am aban* 
doned on every fide ; and am lefs» happy^ fince my 
prefcrm?p,t,, than I was before this inft^nce of your 
Highnefs's favour. — U this the caufe of your un- 
cafinefs? replied th0 general; then it (hall be re- 
drefled, an4 very fpeedily : to-morrow I review the 
army, and to-mQfrow your bufinefs (hall be done. 
—Accordingly, when the troops were drawn up, 
and expeAed every moment to begin their exercife; 
the general calls the young hero from the ranks; 
leans his hand upon his (houlderj and, in thisfa* 
miliar endearing pofture, walks with him through 
all the lines. — ^The ftratagem had its defired efie^. 
After fuch a figiial and public token of his prince's 
regard, the officers were defirous of his acqi^iint- 
atlce I and courted, rather than (hunned, his com« 
pany. . 

And will not the favour of the blefled JESUS» 
give us as great a diftinftion, and as high a recom- 
mendation, in the heavenly world? Will not the 
angelic hofts refpeA and honour thofe perfonsy ^1^ 
appear waihed in his blood; clothed with his right- 
eoufnefs ; and wearing the moft illuftrioutf tokens 
of his lovcj that he hunfelf could poffibly give ?-* 
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In thefe tokens of his love, may we and our readers 
be found ! Then fliall we meet one another with 
courage and comfort, at the great tribunal; with 
honour and joy, amidft the. angels of light; with 
everlafting exultation andrapture, around the throne 
of the LAMB. 

Under fuch pleafing hopes I take my leave at 
prefent, and remain. your, j&c. 



LETTER Vin, 

Rev. Sir, 

YOU introduce' the paragraph that comes next 
under our confideration, by a very juft di« 
ftin£Uon. Afpafio had obferved, that a rebel may 
be forgiven, without being reftored to the dignity 
of a fon. To which you reply ; " A rebel againft 
*< an earthly king may } but not a rebel againft 
*< GOD : in the very fame moment that GOD 
** forgives, we are the fons of GOD.*' — ^This i& 
perfectly right. But hence to infer, that the con- 
verfation of our two friends is no better than << an 
*< idle difpute," is not very polite, and not at all 
conclufive. Becaufe remiflion of the offence, and 
reftoration to favour, may come in the fame mo* 
ment, and yet he different bleilings. That afflifted 
patient, mentioned in the gofpel, had at the fime 
inftant his ears opened, and the ftring of his tongue 
loofed. Were Aefe effcdls, therefore, one and the 
fame kind of healing? Befides, why are forgivenefs 
and fonihip united in the divine donation ?. Becaule 
the fufferings of a finner, and the obedience of a 
fon, were united in the divine REDEEMER. So 
that we muit ftill have our eye, our believing and 
adoring eye, upon the meritorious tighteoufnefs of 
our LORD. 
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" Pardon and acceptance, through," &c. Jl^re I 
fee nothing but the crambe repftita.--^^* The words 
of « Job," &c. Here I fee nothing but the ufual 
argument, our matter's ipf^ dixit* Therefore we will 
pafs on to the next period. 

Two texts of fcripture are produced. You fet 
afide Afpafio's interpretation, to make way for one 
of your own. . Which might have pafled without 
fufpicion, if it had appeared in your fermons, or 
been delivered from your pulpit ; where a perfon 
may be content with the general fenfe, without en- 
tering, upon a critical nicety. But, by rejefting A- 
fpafio's expofition, you fecm to intend a peculiar 
degree of accuracy. Let us then examine the paf- 
fages with fuch a view. — < Grace reigncth through 
* righteoufnefs unto eternal life 5' " that is, the free 
« love of .GOD brings us through juftification and 
** fanftification, to glory." 

In this, I queftion. Sir, whether you are e;^a<5ily 
orthodox. You lead the reader to fuppofe, thaj^ 
fan£lification is as much the caufe of glory as juf- 
tification ; that CHRIST'S work, and our graces^^ 
have juft the fame weight; a£i; in the very fame 
capacity } have at leaft, a joint influence, in pro- 
curing eternal life. — You fhould rathet have ex- 
prefTed yourfelf in fomc fuch manner; "The free 
<< grace of GOD brings us, through the joyful pri- 
*« vilege of juftification, firft to fan£lification, or 
" the love of his bleffed felf ; then to glory, or the 
"enjoyment of his bleffed felf." 

Beftdes, you negleft the fignificancy of that beau- 
tiful and emphatical word, reigtuth. On this much 
ftrefs ought to be laid in reading the fentence ; 
therefore it ought not to be totally overlooked in 
cxplainmg the fentence. Grace is difcovered in other 
inftance§ ; grace is exercijed in other bleffings: but 
hy giving us eternal life ; by giving it freely, even 
when we are undeferving guilty creatures; this ever- 
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amiable attribute reigneth. It is inanifefted ^ith e« 
very grand and charming recommendation. It ap- 
pears like the illuftrtous Solomon, when feated on 
his inimitably- fplendid throne of ivory and gold \ 
or like the magnificent AhafueruSf when he < fliew- 

< ed the riches of his glorious kingdomj and the 

< honour of his excellent majefty.' 

Another particular I cannot perfuade myfelf to 
admire. You change the word righteoufnefs into 
juflificatton ; inftead of faying, ** firing us through 
" righteoufnefs 5" you fay, " Bring us through juf- 
^ tification." By this language, you fcarce diftin- 
guiih yourfelf from any heretic. You may rank 
with the Arian, or with the Se£larift of any deno- 
mination. They will, every one, allow the neceffi- 
ty of juftification, in order to final felicity \ but not 
the neceflity of a righteoufnefs adeq[uate to the de- 
mands of the law, as a foundation for this bleiTed 
hope. — You dojufl; the fame injury to CHRIST and 
bis righteoufnefs, which obtain this inconceivable 
recompence of reward ; as you would receive from 
a mefienger, who carries a rich prefent to your 
friend, but will not acknowledge from whom it 
comes. It comes, he confefles, from fome man ; 
but obftinately ref ufes to fay from Mr. John Wcflcy. 
Whereas, Afpafio fcruples not to own, nay, rejoices 
to declare, from whence the invaluable benefit of 
juftification proceeds : Not from works of the law ; 
no, nor from works of the SPIRIT; from nothing 
done by us, from nothing wrought in us ; but 
wholly from the blood and obedience of JESUS 
CHRIST. 

The next paflage, on which you defcant, is, * That 
• we may receive forgivenefs, and a lot among the" 
' iandified.' Thus you tranilate the original. Af- 
pafio, not afie£ling needlefs novelty, is content with 
the common verfion. < That they may receive for- 
^ givenefs of fins, and inheritance among all them 

O 
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« that arc fanftificd, by faith that i$ in.ME/ — ^Why- 
do you omit the word ^«/.^ Forgivcncfs, I own, 
implies it. But the apoftie chafes to exprefs it. By? 
which mean9> the fentence becomes more full and: 
emphatical. Grace is more highly honoured, and 
man more deeply abafed. — I wonder alfo, why yoa 
ihould prefer lot to inheritance,, which is the ufual 
tranflation. The latter word conveys a much more 
noble and plealing ideato the Engliih reader, thai^ 
the former. — * Receive forgivenefs of fins;* not earn 
it (let us mark this) by peforming conditions, but re- 
ceive it, as an abfolute gift* Juft as Jofeph's bre- 
thren received the portions fcnt them from the vice- 
roy of Egypt's table. — * Receive an inheritance 5* 
confifting of all fpiritual bleilings here, and a title 
to everlaiiing blefjednefs hereafter. All which are 
beftowed as freely, as the feveral portions of land in 
Canaan were, by Mofes and Jofhua, configned over 
to the tribes^ of Ifrael for a pofTeflion* — * Among' 
* thofe that are fanftified.' If yeu.Chould inquire, 
how finners are fan£lified ? The anfwer is added, 
« by faith which is in ME.' Not for faith, as your 
conditional fcheme fuppofes ; but by faith : by ac- 
cepting the bleffings mentioned \ by looking upon 
them as our own, through the divine gift; and by. 
living in the delightful enjoyment of them. Thus* 
our hearts are won to GOD, and filled withJris lov« 
Thus they are weaned from vanity^ and reiiewed.in 
tf ue holinefs. 

Is the fatisfaftion made by CHRIST'S death, fuf- 
ficient to obtain both our full pardon, and our final< 
happinefs } Afpafio has anfwered this queftion in. 
the negative. He has confirmed his opinion, by the 
authority of fcripture, and the teftlmony of reafon. ^ 
Mr. Wefley thinks it enough to reply, " Unqueilion- 
*« ably it is fufficient, and neither of the texts you 
"cite prove the contrary." — How eafy> by this way 
of arguing, to overthrow any fyftem, and (ikace 
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deHEionftration itfelf*!— ^But pray. Sir, be pleafed ta 
recolle£l youffelf. Did you not, a little while ago, 
extol Afpafio as << unqueftionabiy right," becaufe hs 
made the untverfol, obedteaceof CHRIST, from his 
birth to bis death, the one foundation of his hope i 
Yet here you condemn him, as << unqueftionably 
« wrong," becaufe he does not attribute ail ta 
CHJaST'S death eocslujivily. Will Mr. Wefley ne- 
ver have done with felf*contradi£fcion ? why wHl be 
^^tve me fuch repeated caufe to complain,--*^^;^ ie^ 
neatm vultus ? &c. 

If it was requifite for CHRIST to be baptized, 
4ffgues Afpafio, muoh more to fulfil the moral law. 
*— I cannot prove," replies Mr. Wefley, <• that ei« 
<< ther the one or the other was requifite, in ordor 
<< to his purchafing redemption for us..'^ Wky tfaen 
do you admit his obe^ence to the moral law, as an 
eficatiai part of the foundation of your hope ? A 
tottering foundation, methinics, which ta laid in a. 
doArine you cannot prove. 

(But if you canxtot prore it, may not others prove 
^k for you ? You are not called to pi^ove^this point. 
Sir, but only to dtf prove what Afpaiio has advanced 
in cohfirraatron of it. — ^That it was requifite for our 
LORD to be baptized, he hinafelf aicknowlcdgeg. 
Speaking of that facr^d rite, he fays, * Thus it be* 

* cometh u« to fulfil all righteoufnels/ It hecometh ; 
was it not requifite for CHRIST, always to a£l the 
hecomiJ4g part ? 4n every clrcumilance to demean 
himfelf, according to theiutmofl decorum add high- 

\eft dignity of charafter ? — ** This was not requifite 
- •'to purchafe redemption for us." Por what then 

• was it requiifite ? Not to wa& away any ftatn from 
•fhe holy JEbUS. Not to obtain any blcffednefs for 

: die SON of the HIGHEST. Since, ^ the SON of 
•the etomal GOD, he .h»d an undoiftbtod right to aM 
Ae Wefifaigs of hcarcn and e^rth, of time atod tter» 
nity. 

O 2 
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<< But was it not requifite, that he (hould fulfil 
<* the moral law.*' — No ! Do you then cftablifh the 
law i Are not you the Antinomian, who would 
have finful man faved, yet the divine law not ful- 
filled, either by them or their SURETY ? This is 
a ftrange way of magnifying the great ftandard of 
all righteoufnefs. Rather, it is the fure way of dis- 
honouring and debadng it. — ^What fays our LORD? 
< I came not to deftroy the law, but to fulfil *.' Did 
this fignify, as fome expofitory refiners fuggeft, only 
to vindicate and illuftrate the law ; to explain its 
higheft meaning, and refcue it from the falfe glofies 
of the fcribes ; the buiinefs might have been done 
by the prophets and apoftles. No occaHon for the 
KING of heaven to appear in perfon. His ambafia- 
dors might have tranfafled the whole affair of vin- 
dication and explanation. But to fulfil ev^ry jot 
and title prefcribed in its commands ; to fuffcr all 
the vengeance, and the whole curfe, denounced in 
its penalty ; this was a work worthy of the SON of 
GOD,— praaicable by none, but the SON of GOD; 
— and, b^ng executed by HIM, is truly meritorious 
of pardon and life for poor finners ; of their rqfto- 
ration to the divine favour, and of their admiilion 
into the heavenly kingdom. 

* Matth. ▼• 17. Some expofitori would perfijade us, that tlie 
word TAHpM^tfi fignifies^/^ to explain. This fenfe I am far from 
diicarding ; but in this l^nfe I can by no means ncquiefce. It 
neither gives us the whole,iior the principal part of oar LORD'S 
yeaning. Let us place the matter in a different light; then I 
beHeve the fcantinefs of the interpretation, and the improprifr- 
ty of the notion, will appear unto all men.— We Avil) fappofe 
an ungodly perfon who has learned from bopks, the ipiritual 
«ad extenHve import of the divine law. Having a .ready ut- 
terance, he explains it clearly, properly, fully. Does any mor- 
tal fay of this lip-pradlitioner, that he fulfib the law? No fuch 
thing. A fyftem of precepts can never be fulfilled, without a 
doe and punctual obedience. To open, to adjufl, to enforce a 
fet of injun^ons, is as far from fulfilling them ; as to give a 
^efcription of a battle and ti conquefl, are different from fight- 
ing the enemy, and gaining the vi^ory. 
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The moral law is inviolable in its nature, and of 
eternal obligation. This is a truth of great impor- 
tance; with this is conne£led, and on this depends, 
the abfolute neceffity of a vicarious righteoufneisl , 
I am no longer furprifed, that you difpute againft 
the latter, fince you queftion or deny the former. — 
But confider, what our LORD fays farther upon 
this fubje£b, in the fifth of St. Matthew, and the 
eighteenth verfe. Perhaps you will reply, ** I have 
f* both confideried it, and expounded it, in my fer* 
«< mons." You have ; but in fuch a manner, as, I 
hope, you will live to retra£t. Thus you expound 
the awful text, and turn it into a piece of unmean* 
ing tautology ; ** One jot or one title Jball in no ivi/e 
**fqfSf tiU heaven and earth pafs i or, as it is ex- 
« prefied immediately after, till all {or rather all 
" things) be fulfilled^ till the confum.mation of all 
'< things *." You would make i«v aif rroj^^ o sfsu^ i^ 
H ytn^ and utt <vf '^afJA ymjtu, f^nonymous phrafes, cx- 
preffive of the fame thing. Thus ftands the paifage, 
interpreted according to your criticifm : << Till die 
<< confummation of all things, one jot or one tittle 
<' (hall in no wife pafs from the law, till the con- 
<< fummation of all things." See ! to what mife- 
rable fubterfuges a man of learning is driven, tn or- 
der to evade the foree of a text, which militates 
ftrongly for the meritorious obedience of CHRIST. 
How much more juft, more noble, more ufeful, 
is the common expoGtion, and the obvious mean- 
ing ? Which we may thus introduce — ^Thefe arc the 
terms of life and happinefs to man. WliofoeVer 
falls ihort, GOD himfelf pronounces accurfed* And 
will the UNCHANGEABLE go back from his 
purpofe J make abatement in his demands; or come 
to a compo(ition with his creatures ? No verily. * He 
^ is of one mind, and who can turn him f ? It were 

• Scrmonttiy John Wesley^ vol. II. p. 173. 

f Job xx\ , 13. 

O 3 



i<a ASP ASIO VINDICATED, Ur.ii 

< eafier for heaven and earth to pafg */ (ox aU iia« 
ture to be unhingedf a&d the vniverfe to drop ipto 
difiblution^ < than for one jot or tittle of tbia AU»sd« 

< terable law to pafs without a perfe£b jtc^^prnplifii^ 

< ment f in ever^r the minuteft inftancf • 

By CHRIST'S fufieriogs alone ch^ )9W was apl 
fatisfied, fays Afp^^o. ^ TcSj it was/' replies Mr? 
Wefley.— ^Then aH the ipdefatig^ble and iipportatt^ 
laboiirs of his life, all hts exemplary asMi fliining 
graces, muft be mere fuperfli^ities* At leaA, tbey 
poulfl have no merit, l?ot were neoeCary only by waf 
of fetting us an example* 

• The prophet was of another mirid i *• The 1X)RD 
5 is well pleafed for his righteotifncfs iake/ By thi^ 
rjghteoufnefs, not bar<iely by his fulFering^ ' h^ wiM 

< magnify the law ^nd mak^e it honojuiira^je p — ^The 

* Eai ctv TetfU/Sti n^of j^ i^yih[^ proverbial expreillon, 
to denote the utiftoft impolUbility. See it explained Luke xvi. 
17. Id this oonneiflWnj it jigpi^^ ||ie dbfttkite eefUi^^ oi pi«r 
LO&P^S deflaration, UQth ^s to \U tru^h ?isid as tp it$ aocom- 
p>i£hraent.— If 1 may Iwrrow the language and t\\e imagery of 
Horace, tbey will not onlitly exprefs, what U afl^rmed concem- 
ia|; the law. 

Si fra^us ilUbahir orbi?, 

Immobil^m ferient ruinap. 

f EfHttVTttylct ymjoj. «< The word all,'* fays Mr. Wejley 
^* does Qot mean all the*law,but aril things in the univerfe.^'' How 
forced a conftni(^ion! i^ow eontr-^ry to (rammer!. SUice tkfi 
Uw, and^ the thi^igs which it pQippreUcoda, are ti\e icpiaediafcf , 
antecedent.— —How much more properly and confidently has 
Dr. Doddridge explained the paiTage! <' Tii/aU M/frf/, which the 
<< law re^^\r^^y or forete^s, 1j^a\\ ^ ^ffb^xfL The tijBaflatioB hm 
*^ given, is moA litera),. aod moft coii^prehenrive. T|^9 lawii«r 
** its effki^ when its fan^ions are executed, as wejl a^s when its 
** precepts are obeyed/*'— Let me gdd ; iu cafe of a violated Jav> 
then 9nij it if fuIjiUed) or bM its tS^&^ when both tiM fonaer 
i|Dd the latter refpeflively obtain their en^* 

i If. xjii. 91. I am fenHble, there are exppf^tors, who ajive a 
ctinerent turn to theie noble words, ^ot I hsid rather take the 
Voice from heaveji for my guide, than aU the expO||fltovs in the 
"world ; evea that voice, which delaiied co^icer'Hiu^ CHfllf T, 
and his work, CHRIST and his righteoufnefs, Tn tfaefe t amsotil 
ffeafed. Which is one of tlie moft capital ^yui£$ in ^^ Bible, 
-and a clue to lead us into its whole nKaulng. 
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apoAIe was c^ t^mthtr mmif , < GOD fent tovtk 
^ his SOUi mdds of » wom^n, mu^dk under the bw.' 
What 1 oiily to bear its cutfef oxily to undergo it% 
penalty? not to fulfil its preceptive part? which ia 
eonfdTefity the prijuciipte part in erery law ; and to 
enforce whichi all the penalties ant added^wrYou 
y^oxfelf 9¥giJt to he of another miad* For joa haT< 
abeadjt a^d trnlf , oUerved^ that pardon and ac^ 
ceptance always go together. ^ Lot the fame mo^ 
ment that GOD forgives, ** wc sac the fans of 
<< GOD." And wherefore i The reaibii is, faecaniCe 
the fufierings of a' finner, and the obedience of a 
3on, went together in the BLRD?!RMER> And 
vtthoiit this imifiin, the redemption of ihan had not 
heen pooipJete. 

M The. law required only the akernative, Obey or 
^^ die.^^-'&Hne of your jerrors are lefs conftderable ; 
ihts I take to be ^ firft^rate miftake* Acccn-ding to 
this fuppofitioii, Cain and Judas, and all the dam* 
5Qed| are righteous. Becaufe they die fthty bear the 
curfe ; they fufier ^rverlaftingly ; and .tfaetehy coni» 
form to one of the law^s alternatives.'v^One of the 
Jaw*s alternatives ? No, here I am wrong. It is one 
4>fj^oiir alternatives. The divine law knowr no foch 
thing: no Jaw on earth knows any fuch thing* 
Sanctons and penalties annexed to a law, are never 
looked upon as equivalent to obedience, hut only $4 
prefervattves from difob»iienoe^-rT«Ia liU the comr 
pafs of your reading, have you ever met 4irith a lam, 
that makes fuch propofs^ to its (ubjtt&s ? '< Coa^ 
<< form to the regulations eitabliihed, and yon ihall 
f' enjoy my privileges, you fbaU fliare my honours. 
^< Or, if you chufe to vblate all my wholefome in^ 
«< ftitutinns, only fubmk to the penalty^ and you 
^< ihall have an equal right to the inmiunittes and 
.« preferments.*' 

** The law required no man to d>ey and die tqo.^ 
-But did it qot require. a .tran%reibr to cb^y aqA 
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die ? If not, then trsmfgrefficm robs the law^of its 
right, and vacates all obligation to obedience. — ^Did 
it not require the SITRETT for finful man, to obey 
and die i If the SURETY dies only, he only deli, 
▼ers from puniflunent } but this affords no claim to 
life, no title to a reward, unlefs you can produce 
fbme fuch edid from the court of heaven, Sufier 
this, and thou (halt live. I find it written, < In keep« 
< ing thy commandment there is great reward.' No 
whore do I read. In undergoing the curfe, there is 
the fame reward. — ^Whereas, when we join the ac« 
tive and paf&TC obedience of our LORD, the peace* 
fpeaking blood, with the life-giving * righteoufnefs, 
both made infinitely meritorious, and infinitely effi- 
cacious, by the divine glory of his perfon; how 
full does our juftification appear! How firm does 
it ftand! It has all that the law can demand, both 
for our exemption from the curfe, and for our title 
to blifs. 

Before I take mv leave of this topic, let me make 
one fuppofition, for which your way of thinking 
affords the jufter ground. Suppofe our LORD JE- 
SUS CHRIST had yielded a perfed conformity to 
the precept, without ever fubmitting to the penaU 
ty ; would this have been fufficient for the juftifi- 
cation of a finner? Here is one of your alternatives 
performed. Upon the foot of your principles, 
therefore it would, it muft have been fufficient. — 
3ut this i6 fo wild an opinion, fo contrary to the 
whole current of fcripture, that to produce it, is to 
tcfute it. 

Where fcripture afcribes the whole of our falva- 
tion to the death of CHRIST, a part of his humi- 
liation is put for the whole. To this Mr. Wefley 
objeflsi « I cannot allow it without proof.^f — I 
wifli you would remember the golden rule, (of doi^ 
ing as you would be done by), and, (ince you infift 
tipon proof from others, not be fo fparing of it in 
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your own caufe : I wiih likewife you would impar- 
tially confider what Afpaiio has advanced, upon the 
fubjefi:. — Has he not given you the proof you de- 
mand ? — <* No ; he was obedient unto death, is no 
« proof at all."«-But is that the only thing urged ? 
If one argument is inadequate, muft all be incon- 
clufive ? Becaufe you have routed one detatchment^' 
have you therefore conquered the whole army ? 
However let us fee, whether this detachment, weak 
as you fuppcfe it, may not be able to fullain your 
attack. 

Does not the fcripturc afcribe the whole of your 
falvation to the death of CHRIST? To this queft- 
ion AfpaGo replies, This part of our LORD's meri« 
torious humiliation is by a very ufual figure put for 
the whole.— The death of CHRIST includes not 
only his fufFerings, but his obedience. — The ifaed- 
ding of his blood was at once the grand inftance of 
his fufFerings, and the finifhing a£t of his obedi- 
ence; in this view it is confidered, and thus it is 
reprefented by his own ambaiTador, who, fpeaking 
of'^his divine Mafter, fays> « He was obedient un* 
«« to death, even the death of the crofs.'* — " This,** 
you reply, <* is no proof at all, as it does not ne* 
<< ceflarily imply any more, -than that he died in o* 
«« bcdience to the FATHER." 

How do fome people love to cramp the enlarg- 
ed, and debafe the magnificent fenfe of fcripturel 
Surely this text implies ; and not implies only, but 
forciMy exprefles both the a£):ive and paifive obedi- 
ence of CHRIST. It is not ctTAew, he died: but 
y&9fm9i vTWMSyhe became obedient. — Can you fee no- 
thing of his a^iive righteoufnefs in thefe words? 
For my part, I can fee but very little befides.— This 
is what the following claufe confirms-^ Let com- 
mon fenfe be judge— Obedient, not barely in death, 
but irfff^death, like that expreffion of JEHOVAH, 
by the prophet, < Unto hoary hairs I will carry 
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* you/ — Does not tbis give us a cetrofpeft iricw of 
youth and maohood, as weU as lead our attention 
forward to old age ! In like manner, *<. obedient un- 
^ to death;' does this not refer us to all l^e previoas 
duties and virtues of a righteous walk; while it 
leads us to the -cloGng fcene of all, a refigned exit? 
Does it not moft naturally mean, obedient through 
the whole courfe of life, even to the laft-all-xom- 
•pleting inftance, a voluntary fubmif&on to death?-^ 
How eafy and obvious is this interpretaitaon i haw 
grand and graceful is this meaning ! 

I < can no move admire your tafte {confidered) as 
a critic, than I can admire your do&rine (confider- 
ed) as a divine. Give me the expofitions of fcrip« 
-ture, which a6k not like the no^unaal damp, imt 
like the morning fun ; not Ihriv^Uing and contraiiEi- 
ing^ hat opening and eKpsmding tihoib flowers of 
f)atadift^, the truths of the gofpel, that they may 
-'difplay all their chacming beauties, and breathe cMtt 
Alt their reviviog odours. I thinfc, upxui the whole, 
ivre l^ve ;i^ery fvtfficientcaafe to aflent, and to abide 
hy our afiertion ; that when the fcripture afcrlbes 
the wh(^ of our faivation tothe death of CHRiST, 
• a part of this humiUatiosi is jm$ for -the whole 9 axxi 
^ thua fycaikiag, tlic HOLY SPIRIT copies. after 
himfelf. For if the death inflidted an the &rft A- 
-dam incliiided e^ry cvril .cotifeqaem upon the iall ; 
the d^praviby, as well as mlfery of the ^creatnve; it , 
"was meet that the death to which the fecond Adam 
fulMSDitted, dSumld include every good needful br 
*onT recovery; the obedience as well as the fufiexdngs 
of the It£D££M£R. It was meet thait tia« price 
«xprcded by the fame war4» ihouid be as eKteiiii»e 
jfts the puniflkment. 

<« But bo«r dots it j^rpear thsrt Jie^undertook this 
^ beCore Hhe f Qfttadation of the world ?'' Ac what 
time does Mr. Wefley fuppofe, that CHRIST un- 
dertook the work ? Hot till &Sk entered iand jnan a- 
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poildtized ? Was it then an incidental (u]^ftart) citm 
pedieht, fetched) in to remedy iome unforofeen dii^ 
after ? Wa& it a device, which owed its birth ta' 
fome unexpcifted contingency, occaiioncd by the 
perverfenefs of the creature? Far, £ar from it.— It 
waa the grand, original, all<<x>mprehending. plan, 
the way in ! which GOD, long before time com* 
menced, decreed to m$nifeft the glory of his grace, 
and the luftre of ail his perfedlions. The world' 
was n^de as a proper theatre, on which to difplay 
and execute this moft magnificent fcbeme ; and all 
the .revolutions of human affairs, like fo many un* 
der plots in the drama, are fubfervient to the accom* 
pliihment of this capital defign.— « Known unto 
** GOD arie all his works," determined by GOD are 
all his Gounfels, fronl the beginning of the world, 
more efpeeially this .grandeft of all the divine dif- 
penfations; this maAerpiece of his unfearchablc 
wiiHom. , * 

*** But was this by. a pofitive covenant between 
«<♦ CHRIST and the FATHER?'* Afpafio proceeds 
to iiluftrate and confirm this do£trine oT an everlaft- 
ing covenant between the almighty FATHER and 
his^ co««qnal SON» He produces feveral texts of 
fcripturc,,to each of whidi you ohje£t as infuffi^ 
cient for his purpofe: each of your obje£lions I 
"Ihail aofwery o^ly by^ adding a fhort comment, ex« 
planatory of their fpirit and force-—** This* proves 
** no previous' contract ^" that is, I deny it, and' 
tterefore it cannot prove your point. «• Neither 
«* does tills jMove any fuch thing/' That is, I can- 
not or will not fee the proof. And therefore there 
is^ none. — " That expn^on docs not ne^ T^riiy im- 
«« ply'' any more" than I pleafe tp aiiuw^ — « In the 
" way or method he had chofen ;" of which I am, 
the fole complete judge, and my jwdgemcnt ought 
to be decifive in tlw: cafe. — Thus would Mr. Wefley 
have UDt Afpaito only, but the public, alfo, receive^ 
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his dictates (tanquam a tripodej as abfolute oraclea* 
•—For here is only bare aflertion, or bare deniaU 
without any vouchers, but his own word ; without 
any authority, but his own declaration. 

In Pfalm the xltb, the conditions of the covenant 
are circumftantially recorded, which were the in- 
carnation and obedience of the eternal SON. << A 
<< body haft thou prepared me— lo ! I come to do 
** thy will." ** Nay, here is no mention of any co- 
<< venant, nor any thing from which it can be in* 
« ferred.'* • How many times (hall I adjure thee/ 
faid Ahab to Micaiah, * that thou tell me nothing 
• but that which is true ?' And how many times 
fliall I entreat Mr. Wefley to objed nothing, with- 
out ailigning fome reafon for his objeAion? at leaft 
not to diink of convincing my judgement, and con- 
verting me to his opinion by a bare fay Jq. — ^But I 
have done — ^Perhaps I have trefpafled upon the pa- 
tience of the reader, in exprefling my dif^ppoint-' 
ment fo frequently \ perhaps I may alfo bear too 
hard upon Mr. Wefley, in aflung for proofs^ when 
it may be no fmall difficulty to produce them. To 
return — ** Nay here is no niention of any covenant^ 
" nor any thing from which it can be inferred.'*— 
That the word covenant is not mentioned, is very 
true ; that there is no reference to any fuch thing, 
is not fo certain : let us confider the whole p^iTage. 
-^<< Sacrifice and burnt-offering thou didft not re- 
« quire.? If facrifice and flain beafts are not the 
obje£l of the divine complacency, in what will the 
LORD delight ? The next words declare, 5* A body 
<< haft thou prepared me:" Since the law cannot be 
fulfilled without doings nor juftice fatisfied without 
dyings ** lo ! I come," fays the fecond Perfon in the 
TRINITY, « to undertake both: fince this under- 
«* taking muft be accomplifhed by ONE who is fi- 
« nite, that he may die ; and infinite, that he may 
<r conquer death \ I wiiraccomplifh it in the^divine 
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' ** and human nature. For this purpofe a body hnft 
*f thou prepared nic; in this body lo ! I come', wili* 
" ingly and chearfully I come, to perform, to fuf- 
** tain, to fulfil all; and fo to do thy great, thy gra* 
*• cious wilh*' — May we not rationally fuppofe this 
fpoken by way of (reftipulation, or) compliance with 
the FATHER'S demands? that the matter is there- 
by brought to a folemn contraft ? 

Dr. Hammond thought this no irrational fuppo- 
fition ; therefore gives us, upon the following words, 
a perfeflly correfponding comment. In the volume 

■ of the book it is written of me. *^ Which is no o- 
«« ther than a bill, or roll of contraft between the 
« FATHER and CHRIST; wherein is fuppofed to 
« be written the agreement, preparatory to that 

' « great work of CHRIST'S incarnation, wherein 
«< he, undertaking to fulfil the- will of GOD, to 
<* perform all adlive, and alfo all paffive obedience, 

- ** even unto death, had the promife from GOD, 
<« that he Ihould become the author of eternal fal- 

■ <« vation to all that obey hkn." 

Thus fays our learned countryman. And what 
fays the blcflcd apoftle .? whofe cxpofition and ap- 
^ plication of the paiTage ,you feem to have forgotten, 
' at Ifeaft not to have thoroughly weighed. Having 
" quoted the paCage, argued from it, and difplayed 
the benefits obtained by this all-fufficient propitia- 
" Hon/ he adduces a text from Jeremiah relating to 
^ this Very ftfbjeft, and ^xplainring its nature : where- 
of the HOLY GHOST alfo is a wit'nefs -, of what ? 
of the juftification and fanftification of finners, 
i»oth founded on, both efiefted by, the facrifice of 
*"thc dying JESUS. Tranfadions, which both the 
• prophet and the apoftle confider under the notion 

• of a covciianti as is plain from the following quo- 

* tation ; ** For after that he had faid before. This is 
.** thfe covenant which I will make with them in thofe 

« days/* -^ Hence it appears,^ that the author to the 

P 
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Hebrews faw fomething in the words of the pfalcnift, 
from which the doctrine of a jcovenant might be 
inferred. 

Another copy of this grand treaty is recorded,'^- 
If. xlix. from tj;ie firft to the fixth verfe. " I have 
<< read them, but cannot -find a word about it in 
<* all thofe verfes ; they contain neither more nor 
« lefs than a predidlion of the falvation of the 
** Gentiles." — ^They contain a prediction, and fome- 
what more; they defcribe the way whereby this 
moft defirable event (hall be brought to pafs. This 
the LORD himfelf declares fhall be by way of co- 
venant ; " I will give thee for a covenant to the 
«< people." — ^This verfe we may look upon as a key 
to the preceding. It teaches us to confider them as 
defcriptive of the augufl covenant; of its eftablifh- 
ment, its parties, and its terms. Indeed the verfes 
themfclves lead us to the fame vievj ; for what is a 
covenant ? A contraft, ^herein a condition is pre- 
fcribed, a promife is made, and both are ratified .by 
a mutual agreement. — ^The conditipn is prefcribed 
in thefe words,. ^ Thou art my fervant, O Ifrael *, 
« in whom I will be glorified.' The promife is made 
in thefe words, * Thou flialt raife up the tribes of 

* Jacob, reftore the preferved of Ifrael, and be my 
« falvation unto the ends- of the earth.' The agree* 
incnt is fpccified or implied in thefe words, * (I have 
< fpent my ftrength for nought, yet) furely my judge- 

* ment is with the LORD, and my work with my 
«GOD.' 

The great Vitringa, after having expounded the 
whole claufe, concludes in this manner : " Aftte- 
<< quam ab his verbis, fenfu foecundiffimis, fummam 

* Ifrael is t1 e name of the church) often given to her in this 
prophecy. CHRIST and hi» church, by virtue of th*c union be- 
tween them, have the faipe names. As fhe is fometimes called 
by his name, " The LORD our righteoufncri;*--fo he is here 
called by her name, Ifrael. See Jer. xxmIU l6. . 
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♦*-doftrinaeevangelic3e complexis/difcedam, monere . 
** velim, eadem clariffime deformare totum myfte- 
<* rium conventionis pacis, inter Deum pattern et 
«* Meffiam filium ejus, in humana came apparitu- 
" rum, initae, perinde ac in locis quae ex aliis ex- 
«« cerpo, Pfal. xl. 7. Zee. vi. 13. Pater ut Do- 
" minus, filio ut Mefliae, offert gloriam longc am- 
" pliflimam, meditation is et falvationis Judaeorum 
" et Gentium, quae gloria, omnium quae mente con- 
** cipi poflunt, eft maxima, fub lege Ciwc {\A> condi- 
•* tione profundiHimi obfequii ferviiis ; eaque ftipu- 
<* latio utrinquc ratihabetur *." 

' ♦ Vitriog. in loc. * Before I leave this paragraph, which is fo 

< rich IB fenfej and contains the very fubftance of evanueiica) 
^ doArine, I would obferve, that it mo(t clearly and exaiftly de- 

* Uneates the myderious counfel of peace, planned between GOD 

< the FATHER, and his divine SON. The FATHER, as iu- 

* preme LORD, off^nrs to his SON, the MESSIAH, the hi^h- 

* eft glory, that which fliall rcfoit from juilifyiog, lant^ityiug, 

* aod favingjwithaneverlading falvation, both Jews and Gtn- 

* tiles. This glory, tHe gieatefk which thought can coaceive, 
' U propofed on the terms, ur tinder the condition of his deep 

* bumiiiatlon, even- to tl)« ftate aad obedience of a fervant. 

' Tlie whole paiTea into a folemn contra<^, ai\d is ratified on ' 

* either fide.' 

Here our author fobjoins an extra A from nan HN^ro a rab- 
binical treatiie. Which is very temarkahle; for fucn a writer, 
fingnlariy jail ; one of the nioft curious, as well as valuable 
pieces oF Jewiftr jintlqaitiesthat ever fell in my way. I beli ve 
it will afford no unpleafing entertainment, perhap fome fpirjt- 
uaf benefit to the reader. For which caufe I take leave to 
tranicribe it.—" GOD began to enter into a covenant with the 
•« MESSIAH, andfaiH, MESSIAH, my righteous one, the 
" fins of thy choten people, are lifeely to 6 ring thee into a ftatc 
« of great toil and extreme i^ dtion; thy lips Ihall tafte gall, . 
" thy tongue (hall cleave to the roof, of thy mouth, tliy body Jhall , 
'* be wafled with i'orrow and fighing. Is thy love to thy people 
" inviolable? Art thou willing to refcue them on thefe condi- 
«* tions ? If thou undertakeft their recovery, well ; if not, 
•* they arc rejefted from this moment, and' pcrifti for ever.— 
*« To this MESSIAH replied, LORD of eternty, I am picaftd 
" with the office, I accept thefe conditions; and am willing to 
•* undergo all tribulation, that my people may enjoy a refurrec- 
** tion (to the life of grace and the life of glory.)-— Then faid 
<< the holy, bieflcd GOD, Be it To. Immediately tlie MESSIAH 

P 2 
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if, upon a ftrider review, this prophecy be found . 
to exprefs no fuch thing as a covenant, I am very 
' willing to give up the proof; fo much the rather, as . 
it makes no part of Afpafio's difcourfe, is only juft 
mentioned in a note, and (lands not in the main bo- . 
dy, but only as a carps de referve* 

By the covenant of works, man was bound to o-^ . 
bey in his own perfon. — Here you tak^ Afpafio up 
very fhort, and reply, *< So he is under the cove- . 
« nant of grace, though not in order to juftifica* , 
" tion.'* This is the very thing he means. Nor . 
could you ea(ily have Qiiftaken his meaning, if you^ 
had only done him fo fmall a piece of juftice as to 
read the whole paragraph ; of which, (loce you feem^ 
either willingly, or through inadvertence, to be ig« 
norant, I will beg leave to tranfcribe it : — «« Between 
" the covenant of wo^ks, and the coVenaptof^ graccy 
<< this I. apprehend is the difiercnce. Ey the fqr^ 
<<- mer, ma» was iiidifpen(ibly bound to obey, in his ' 
" own perfon } by the latter, the obedience of his 
« SURETY is accepted, iuftcafi of his owju-r-Thfi 
<^ righteoufnefs required by both, is not fincere^ 
**^ but complete; not proportioned to the abilities 
•< of falleiv man, but to the purity of. the, law» a^ul 
^ the majefty of the LAWGIVER/*- You fee the 
whole argument turns upon a complHe ri^teouf- 
n.efs, fuch as Satisfies the law, and is an adequate 
ground for juftification. This, I imagine, fallen 
man-^is not obliged, by the covenant of grace, to 
perform ; if fo, we (hall be at a lofs to find any fuch 
thing as grace ; if fo, we can have no hope of ob- 
taining falvation with eternal glory. There will' be 
too much reafon for applying, to all majnkind, thofe. 
awful words of the prophet, < In the day thou may- 
( eft make thy plant to grow, and in the morning 
< thou mayeft make thy feed tp flourifli ; but the 

« took apon him our miferies, as it is written in the hook of 
*< the prophet Ifaiah, lie wa; op|>refled, aod he wjif affli<ted.*\ 
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« fcafVdft Ihfti Kc'a^ Bca|>, In thef-<ky of grirf tni 
« ArfffcrateHbrrdw^ • '.^j i : - ♦; . y, -.- , f 
. file&d- be -GOD, the melancholy drain isjuperfc* 
dedi-^Thotigh the term^ m'thefisil €OTenaut,wbre 
a'perfe£t obodionicefT though th^ tertns^ Once-fixedf 
coiittnue tmaltetaUe i yejty in' the ne^vir ^titvenftot, 
tivnrets a c^nge and fuMlitutionias t;D ^perfos(n<i 
fr, 'Without any rdaxii6toR^as €0 ih^ performance*. 
faiftead of perfonai obedience^ wenre juftified thro' 
the c^dience of our? MEDIATOR^ fVe 4»re made 
tfkr fighteoufnefs of GOD ^in ^JUmi - ■ Th^ iS| we are 
fdmiflied with a- pleai as prevalent for our juftifr^ 
eation ahd^dmiffion into the divine favour, as if we 
ha^ retained our innocence untainted v and,; in eve** 
ryrefpe^i confQrmed ourfelves to the tighteaufiiiere 
winch' the law of GGD required^ •.-^Tfeus th© fatl^ 
'ration of finii^rs neither elates* with the truth, noi 
inteiferbs with the juftice of thcfupreme LEGLS* 
liATOR. — On the cohtrary, it beepm^s a faithful 
and -/»^ procedure of the moft high GOD, tO' jufi* 
^ < hiih that believeth oif JESUg/ 

The obedience of our Surfety is accepted , inftead 
of odr own. ^* This is neither a fafe^ nor a Ccrtp- 
^ ttiral way of fpeaking." — ^That the obedience of ' 
CHRIST'S accepted for our juftification, is a doo« 
triiK warrslnted by fcripture ; it may therefore very 
juftly be reckoned a fcriptuival ifvay of peaking* 
iA^nd if^Kf'obedtehce is accepted for this purpoie, 
0^ fif^f' was'it evtr-^fo'con-Bdierable, couidicome in 
^t nb^arrof the ^ork* Otwrown, though ever 
ibgorgeduily arrayed, muft ftitnd afide, or be cafl; 

"'* 4Gc»r. v.''ai. This^is Dr. Ddddriage'f interprcUtibaof 
the paflligf; *a<i it (pedks a/ioble, 9 joyful iratb, only it doot 
noS 4xprefs"the whole truth... The nghteoafiiefs of GOD is 
knore than e(]atvalent to untainted innocenty; is more than 
tantamount to the nnoft perfeft human. obedience. It is a right- 
cenfnef$ of infinite woriit, fs? forpt^ins thp integrity of Adam 
in paF;ldife,i Qff.tbe fanAlty of augeis in. heayen. V is a gift, 
nicomparably, yea, incomprehenlibly great, efficacious, glori** 
cms. . * * 
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into fliadeS) jnft as the ftars lude dieir dimiiuflicdj 
or rather extingoiflied heads, when the fan s^pears 
m his meridian fplcndonr, becaufe the obedience of 
CHRIST is of infinite dignity and Taliie. And in» 
finite Talue is fudi, as not on]y tranfcends all other 
fer^ices, but renders them mere nothings in the 
comparifon. For this reafon, the apoftle counted 
all endowments bot /afs for CHRIST, and the pro- 
phet reprefents all nations as nothing before GOD. 

<< I would fimply fay. We are accepted through 
•« the Beloved." — If you rightly underilood what is 
meant, when the apoftle fpeaks of being accepted in 
the BELOVED, you would have no fault to find 
with Afpafio's comment. St. Paul meafas, we are 
accepted, not by any obedience performed in our 
own perfons, but folely by the obedience of that 
infinitely-excellent, and infinitely-beloved ONE 
CHRIST JESUS, whofe righteoufnefs being impu- 
ted to us, and put upon us, caufes us not only to 
be pardoned, but to be highly efteemed, dearly be* 
loved, and Uefied with all fpiritual bleffings. 

Here I cannot but obfcrve, tliat you have change 
ed the apoftle^s cxpreffion. He fays, •* Accepted • in 
*« the Beloved 5'* you fay, « Accepted through the 
«< Beloved." I am willing to believe this was an 
overfight, you had no finifter defign ; hut ftill I 
think you fhould take more heed to your pen, and 
not alter the infpired word, left you blemifh the 
language, or injure the fenfe. Perhaps you will aik, 
Wh^tt diffisrence is there between accepted througi^ 
and accepted m, the Beloved ? I will illuftrate the 
difference by a fimilitude. A creditable houfeke^pet 
gives a good chara£ker to a fervaht that leaves him, 
by virtue of which he is accepted, and admitted to 
feme other valuable employ. This charafker is his 
introduction, yet this makes no addition to his real 
value. Acceptance through the Beloved, riiay im- 
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port no more) than fuch an admiflton through. fuch 
a recommendation. Whereas, accepted in the Be« 
loved, implies not only a recommendatory paflport 
from CHRIST, but a real union with CHRIST,* 
whereby we are incorporated into his facred body, 
and partake as truly of his righteoufnefs, as the 
members partake of the life which animates the 
head. By this ouf perfons are really ennobled^ this 
imparts the Jbigheft dignity to pur nature. We are 
not only recommended to, but rendered meet for, 
the favour, the complaceiicy, thq beatific prefence 
0f GOD, being one with JESUS, and therefore 
loved even as JESUS himfelf is loved *. 

The fecond covenant- was not m^de with Ajlam 
or any of his pofterity, but with CHRIST in thofe 
words. ** For any authority you have from thefe 
<< words, you might as well nave faid,, it was made 

« with the HOLY GHOST." No 5 CHRIST, 

not the HOLY GHOST, was the feed of the wo- 
man. — ^This is an anfwer much in your own drain. 
— ^But let us con fid er farther. 

You allow, I prefume, that the firft covenant 
was made with Adam, as our public foederal head; 
— ^Thiat all his pofterity were included in it, being 
to ftand or fall together with him : Herein, fays 
the apoftle, " Adam was a figure of him that was 
« to come." If fo, the fecond covenant muft be 
made with CHRIST, as our public foederal head.. 
He and allhia feed are included in it; and as it was 
impoffiblcfor him to mifcarry, they muft be joint 
partakers of the benefits. Accordingly, he is ftyled 
the MEDIATOR of the new covenant, by whpfe 
moft acceptable and prevailing interpofition, .all its 
bleffings are obtained: he is ftyled the Surety of the 
covenant, engaging to pay the whole debt for poor 

» John xvii/aj. Tliey i« me, fays our LORD. Therefore, 
on this aceount, or viewed in this relation^ * thtm haft k>vea 
* them, as thou haft loved me.* 
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infolvent creatures; the debt of penal funering/and 
the debt of perfed obedience. — The Tcftatbr df the 
covenant, whofe are its riches, and whofe are its 
priyileges, who has alfo of his unbounded goodnefs 
bequeathed them as To many ineftimahle legacies td 
indigent men. Methinks thofe are fuch charming 
truths, (iich divinely-comfortable dodrines, that yofi 
flioutd cdnfider them thoroughly before yoil oppofe 
them, left you do a greater aA of unkindnefs to 
jrour readers, than that which is charged^ thottgh 
very injuriouily, upon Job : * Thou haft 'ftripped 
< the naked of their cloathing, and fent 'widows a-^ 
« way empty/ And when you are difpofed to coft- 
fider thefe points thoroughly, aik youtfdf this*qaeft« 
ion; Is it poffible to conceive that CHRIST flioitld 
be the MEDIATOR, the Surety, the Teftator of 
die covenant, if it was not made with hini, and the 
(execution of it undertaken by him ? — Of, is it poft 
6ble to fuppofe, that' the all-glorious SON of GOD 
fiiouid be the MEDIATOR, the Surety, the Tcfc 
tator of the covenant, yet leave others to perform 
the conditions \ which are incomparably the moft 
important, interefting and dilEcult parts of the trtof- 
iidion? :. . . - 

" « Thefe words were not fpoken.to CHRIST, but 
•* of him." Ttud, of him as given for a covenant 
of the people. J< There is not the leaft intimatlort 
^ of any fuch covenant.'* You will not deny that 
CHRIST is fignified by « the feed of the Womaii;' 
i— It is faid, Hijball; a language expreffing ^titho* 
ry, arid requiting confbrmiry. As CHRIST is the 
Supreme uncontroulable GOD, this c6uld not be 
tequited ; and would nevet* have been faid^ without 
his a£).ual confent: here theA is implied his* appro- 
bation of the office. It is farther faid, < The fer- 
*pent fhall brtiife his heel/— He fliall become in- 
carnate, an^ ^fter a life of much forrow, and many 
tribuljitions, ihal} be put to ia inoft tormcilting 
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death. — Here is the condition of the covenant. It 
is added, < He Ihall bruife the fcrpent's headj' fliall 
deftroy the works of the devil, and repair the ruins ' 
of the fall 5 fhall deliver from the wrath delerved, 
and recover the inheritance forfeited. — Here is the 
rccompence or reward of the covenant. 

Should you alk, Is it fuppofeable that Adam un* 
derftood the words in this compafs of meaning ? 
Perhaps not. But if we do not underftand them in 
a more exalted and extenfive fcnfe than our firft fa- 
ther, what advantage do we reap from the full re- 
velation of the gofpej ? — ;Thc full revelation of the 
gofpel pours as much light upon this, and other of ^ 
the ancient oracles^' as the experiments of our mo- 
dern anatomifts hafvc poured upon theftruflurc and 
ceconomy of the human body, — ^This grand onginal* 
text, re?(J with the comment of the "New Ttttzr^ 
xnent, fpeaks all that.Afpaiio has fuggeftedi all that*^ 
our fallen ftate could want, or our Very hearts can 
wifh^ 

■ tTou have muftered up feveral ofejcftiotts, y^t 
there ik room for-hiorc^ I will tKerejfor^ forbpce aft 
as your auxiliary, and turn againft Afpaffo. " He ' 
«« foppofes the covenant to he made with CHRISfT. 
" WEexcaVtlie fcrlpViir^ reprefents the covenant as^ 
" made w^th. various men, particularly arid peffon-' 
«f ally, m various ages."-— T^ue, it isi-cfcorddJi that* 
GOD made a covenant ^ith Abraham, with Ifaac^ ' 
with Jacob, and with David the father of Solomon: 
but were they in a capacity to enter into covenant ' 
with their Maker; to ftand for themfelv^s, othe 
furety for others? 1 think not^— The paffages mean 
no more, than the LORD'S manifefting ift an ef- 
pecial manner, the grand covenant totherA; r^ti- 
^ing and confirming their perTfonal intereft in it ; 
and ferther affuring them, that CHRIST, the great 
covenant-head, fliouid be of themfdyes, and fprihg 
from their (eed. 
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This accounts for that remarkable and fingular 
mode of expreflioni which often occurs in fcrip* 
ture i * I will make a covenant ^ith them ;' or, 

< This is my covenant with them.' — Yet there fol- 
lows no mention of any conditions, only a promife 
of unconditional bleffings; becaufe the former have 
already been performed, and nothing remains but ^ 
lo confer the latter ; fo that the meaning of the di- 
vine Speaker, is 1 will admit them to an intereft in 
this covenant, and make them partakers of its pri* 
vileges. / 

I fliould now conclude, but Mr. Weflcy will not 
fuffer me t6 quit the fubjeft. He further infifts, 
" The words manifeftly contain, if not aicovenant 
<< made with, a promife made to Adam and all his 
*< pofterity." — If not — He begins to hefitate in his 
aflertioi;! ; to 'fluctuate in his opinion \ an:d I could 
hope , to fee ^his miftake. — " The words contain a 
*« promife.'* — And have you never read, that the 
covenant of GOD, or the various renewals and ra- 
tifications of the covenant of grs^cq, are ftyled cove^' 
nants ^of promife ? which coniift of pure promifes, 
and difpenfe free gifts ? 

Obferve the tenor of the new covenant, as it 
H^nd^ ingroifed by the pen of infpiration. « This is 

* the cdvenant, which I will make with the houfe 
•of Ifra.cl after thofe days, faith the LORDj I will 

* put my laws into their mind, and ^^ their hearts 

« will I write them : and I will be to them a GOD, (' 

* and they fhall be to me a people. And they (hall 

* not teach every man his neighbour, and every man 
« his brother, faying, Know the LORD : — for all 

* -fliall know me, from the Icaft of them unto the 

* greateil of them.— For I will be merciful unto 

< their unrighteoufnefTes, and their fins and their 
« iniquities will I remember no more.' — Where are 
your conditions in this draught? Where are any 
terms required of impotent man ? Is it not all pro- 
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mife,'from the beginning to the end? That repeiit- 
, ance, and that faith, for whofe conditionality you 
plead, are they not both comprehended in this 
heavenly deed ? and comprehended under the form 
of bleffings vouchfafed, not of tafks enjoined ? — 
Does the contraA run in this manner ? I require 
and command; or in this ftrain? I grant and be- 
ftow. ' The LORD fays, * I will put niy laws ; I 

* will write them.' — The work fliall not be laid on 
my creatures, but done by myfelf. « They (hall l^c 
^ my people, and I will remember their (ins no 
< more.' What ? provided they perform fuch and 
fuch duties. I read no fuch claufe. I fee no fuch 
provifo. — All is abfolutely free ; dependent on no 
performance of ours 5, but flowing from fovereign, 
fupreme, felf- influenced goodnefs. 

Juil fuch is that delightful declaration, * I will 

* make an everlafting covenant with them, that I 

* will not turn away from them to do them good ; 

* but I will put my fear in their heart, that th6y 

* fhall not depart from me.' — "^hat you call condi- 
tions muft be comprifed in my fear. This is repre- 
fented as a Angular benefit, which God imparts; as 
a gracious temper, which GOD implants; and both 
as dependent, not on the fidelity of man, but on 
the power and veracity of GOD. — Another of your 
conditions, I prefume, is pcrfeverance unto the end. 
This, in the covenant of grace, is not enjoined, but 
fecured; fecured, not by a ftrid prohibition of apof- 
tacy> but by the omnipotent interpofition of JEHO- 
VAH. < I will put my fear ;' fo put my fear into 
their hearts, < that they fhall not depart from me ;' 
fliall never draw back unto perdition. — Thus the 
covenant becomes not tranfient, but everlafling. . 
Thus the promife is not precarious, but fure to all 
the feed. There feems to be as great a difference 
between this evangelical, and your legal method of 
ilating the covenant ; between fufpending the be- 
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' neiits on huiifan endeavours, and grounding them' 
on divine agency, as between hanging the anchor 
on the top of the mad, and fixing it at the bottom 

' of the fea. 

' * Let me add one more text, which now occurs to 
my thoughts, * Ye are the children of the prophets, 
« and of the covenant which GOD made with our 
•fathers, faying unto Abraham, And in thy feed 
< ihall all the kindreds of the earth be blefled *.' 
Here the covenant i» fir ft mentioned in general ; 
then particularly fpecified — < In thy feed (hall all 
•the kindreds of the' earth' — be laid under condi- 
tions ? be obliged to execute terms ? No; but ' fhall 
« be blefled;' blefled with all bleflings^ temporal, 

' fpiritual, eternal, — ' In thy feed ;' — that is, in 

. CHRIST, — without any regard to qualifications or 

" deeds of their own ; entirely by virtue of an inte- 
reft- in his cenfummately-excellent actions, and con- 
fummately-prccious fufferings. — Then the apoftle 
fingles out one fpecial and diftinguifhed blei&ng of 
the covenant; a converfion from « darknefs to light, 
« and from the power of Satan to ' the fervicc of 
• GOD;' or, as it is 'expr«fled in the following; verfey 

[ * a turning from all iniquity/— This is ftill exhibited 
to our contemplation, as the fruit of the covenant 
of grace ; as ^he thing for which it makes provi- 

' fion, not introduAory to, bbt confequent uponj 

"' our participation of it. 

If therefore, in fpeaking of holinefs and obedi- 
ence, we reprefentthem as the promifes, rather 

./than the demands of the covenant, we evidently 
follow the apoftle's example. Were we to take the 
contrairy courfe, we tfiould aft as prudently as the 
fportfnian, who entering his horfe for a plate, 

^ chufes to have him walk backwards, rather than run 
forwardsf : Would this increafe his fpeed ? Would 
this help him' to Outftrip his Rivals I or enable him 

* A£ts iiL %$• 
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to Win the prize ? — Shall wc, in order to tivoid the- 
charge of Antinomianifm, rufh into' this abfurditj f 
I am perfuaded you could not wiih to, fee fo egre- 
gious a piece of lolly, even in your enemy ; much 
Icfs in Your, &c. 
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Rev. Sir,. 

IWifti you would conGder '»/ith fomc attention^ ^ 
that emphatical memento of the apoille. < Since 
-* ye knew the grace of GOD in truth.' Here he 
imimates, that we may have a knowledge of grace, 
whic^ is not genuine ^ not free from corrupt mix- 
ture, not true. — It may be fo difcoloured with er- 
ror, or blended with fo much of the law, as no 
longer to appear like itfelf. — ^The language of fuch 
perfons, is fomewhat like the language of the Ifrael- 
itesj after their return from captivity, who fpoke 
neither the Hebrew, nor the Heathen!^ diale£l ; but 
exprefled th^mfelves half in the fpeech of Afhdod, 
and half in the fpeech of Zion. 

It is true, fays AfpaCo, I cannot perform the con- 
ditions. — " It is not true," fays Mr. Wcfley. This 
18 pretty blunt, and pretty bold too y for it is, in 
eSkO:, affirming that a man, dead in trefpafTes and 
fins, is able to perform conditions. Mr. Wcfley is 
not aware, that " CHRIST ftrengthening us," is 
one of the benefits of the covenant, comprehended 
in thefe words, < I will put my laws into their minds/ 
' «« The conditions of the new covenant are, " Re- 
" pent and believe." It has been already fhewny 
that they are reprefented by the HOLY GHOST, 
not as conditions, but as bleffings ; not as conditions* 
required, but as bleflings bellowed ; not as condi- 
tions on which depends the accomplifhment of the 
covenant, but as happy fruits, or precious eficAs, 
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of die covenant ; ms^^ aad makii^ gpo^ to 6a« 
ner«» who are wholly without ftrength. 

^is equally tme, feys Afpafio, Um is not rcqu^* 
ed at my hands. " Tis equally true," fays Mr- 
Wcfley, ♦• that is abfolutely falfe.**— This is, douU- 
lefs, a home 'thiutt. — It behoves us to provide fome 
armour of proof for our defence ; and this the fcrip- 
ture f*zrniihes abundantly. It fumifhes us with 
more than robur et as triplex. The fcripture fcts 
forth jufttfi cation, falvation, and all bleffednels, as 
things perfeAly free ; detached from all works ; d^ 
pendent on no conditions, but the gifts of fovereigiL 
goodnefs, and infinitely-rich grace. 

Though you^ Sir, treat Afpafio in io unc^remoni* 
ous a n^anner, we will be inore complaifant ; you 
ihall receive fuch entertainment from us, as the 
king of fiabykm's ambafladors received from HesEe* 
kiah* We will on this occafi(m, (hew you * the 
^ houfe of our precious things, die filver and the 

< gold, the fpices and the precious ointment, andf 
if not < all,' yet ibme of < the houfe of our ar^ 
« mour *.' 

' We are faved, that is, we have all the benefits of* 
. the new covenant-*— By grace-^* By grace ye are fa- 

< ved. — It is of graC'C, and no more o|. works.— -Who' 

* hath faved us, not according to our woi^s, but 

* according to his purpofe and grace f .* 

Freely'—'* Being juftified freely. — :The things that 

* are freely given to us ©f GOD. — Whofoever will, 

* let him take the water of life freely 1fJ 

By way of gift-^* If thoi* bneweft the gift ofe 
« GOD.— The gift of GOD i« eternal life.— The 

* free gift cameupot* all men, to juftification oflife §•* 

Without the law— < The righteovifnefe of G01> 
^ without the kw.-^That we m4ghl be juftifiedj not 

• % Kings 5CX. 13. •\ Eph. ii 5. Rom.x. 5. 1 Tjm- i. 9. 
,t Roth. Hi. 34. 1 Cor. ii. 1%» Rev. xxij. 19. J John iv, 10. 
RoiH vi. 23. v« ie» 
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< bf the works of the law;-^If the inheritance were 

• <rf the law */ 

■ • Not by wotkff— » Not of works, but of him that 

• talkth U6^— Ndt by wo!*k8 of righteoufncfs wliich 

• ire have dofie, but ^ccor^ftg to his mercy he fav- 

• ed ttfe.-— -Not havhig mine o#n rightcoufwefs, which 

< is of the la^ t-* 

By Tighttedufnefs, n€ft performed but imputed-*-^ 
» Ffttth* (in CHRIST, as ow all) « h impitted fot 
« righteoufnefe.^-i*-GOD impAitethrighteoirfnefs with* 
« Out works*-*-«-To whofl* it' (that is, the merit of a 
ifrtm and rifing SAVIOUR) « fhali be imputed t.' 

Not by gfiilWcft behaviour, but by rieiniffion of 
litis. -*^ Wefled are they Whofe iniquities are forgir- 
« en, and whofe fms are cotF^rtd.-^OOD was in 
« CHRIST, reeoflcilklg dhe world unto himfelf, not 
^'irtiputtng their- wefjp^iTes unfto rbem.---To give 

• knowledgeof falvationbytheremiflion of their fins §.* 

Not each by himfelfj but all by onfc--^* They (hall 
^reigft in lifri"by<tfle CHRIST JESWS.— By the 

• bbediencte '^^f tJ^e, fltoli n^fa«y be jtiade rtghteoue^ 
« *^By Otieo-fferihgi hehrfth perfeAed for ever thofe 
« ihAt are faft^ified |J.* 

Sy faith a:k>ne— « Bfciftg jaftified by faith.-^A mafi 
*fe j^lftilied by faith, without' the deeds of the la^. 
' .^Through hi^ all that believe ate jiaftified frorii 
'all things **/ 

Net ot> accooinl: of faith, as" a conditidfi perfotm:- 
^ 5 but OH aceottttt of CrfRIST, the pearl of inw 
cfti-mable price ; which faith receivers, a^iplics^ and 
afes.— * Who has* by hirwfelf * ptirged away our 

• fins, by himfdf fiiiifhed our trai^fgreflions, mad^ 
^ redonciliatfon for o»r iniqume^i and brought lA an 

• ^terlafting rightedufiieft ff * 

* Kom. tti. ii. Gal. a, 1*. ill. if}, f *^'rt>- J«- ''• "^^'^^ 
afc.5. PhlLiii. 9. f Horn. i#. ^, 6, ^.^ 14) ft • 1^ ^ iiU 3txitj4^ 
^ a Con IF. i«f. liuMe i. ,f 7'. \\ Rem. V. i>j |8^ r^. H«n>* 
3K« 14* ** Bfoin. V* l« iii. a8» A^s tin* ^* ^f ^^^' ^* 3* 

ikm. is. S4. 
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This is the doftrine of fcripture. Becaofe it is of 
the greateft importance^ you fee with what care it is 
ftated, and with what cOpioufnefs difplayed ; with 
what zeal it is urged, and with what vigilance 
guarded.— How folicitoufly the facred writers ufe 
every form of fpeech that may exclude all human 
works; may fet afide all conditions and pre-requi<» 
jitesy irf order to fuperfede all glorying, and afcribe 
the whole of our juftification to the free grace of 
GOD, and the fole merits of CHRIST. 

After all thefe tefttmonies of fcripture, (hall we 
ftill maintain that the covenant of graCjQ confifts q£ 
conditions; depends upon condittQ&ft; is fuch as 
we cannot expeA to have made good dii certain 
conditions are, by us, duly and truly fulfilled ? 
Dagon may as well ft^nd in the prefencc of the ark, 
as fuch a notion in the face oi thef<^ evangelical 
texts. 

All, all is free to us finners, though it was not 
free to CHRIST our SAVIOUR.— jtl^ paid the 
plrice ; he performed the CQn4itions--— If you would 
know what fria was paid ; whaf cmdUkns were 
performed ; and on what terms we inherit the b]ef<* 
fing; you, Sir, m^^ receive inforip^tion from Mr« 
John Wefley, who fays in his comment, «« All the 
<< bleilings of the new covenant are fecurcd to us 
« by the one offering of CHRIST." According to 
tliis commentator, they are not oply procured, for 
us, hut fecured to us. How could either of thefe 
be true, — much more, how could the latter be fa£l». 
—if the bleilings were fufpended on any perform- 
ance or any acquilition of purs ? If I am not to en« 
joy them until 1 difcharge this or that duty, they 
are not procured for me ; if I am not to enjoy/ tbem> 
aniefs I become poflefled of this or that quality, th?y 
are not fecured to me ; not fecured *to me, as the 
eftate is to an heir, even whilft he is a n^inor, but 
only as the prize is to a racer, in cafe, by exerting 
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his fpeed and bis ilreiigth^ he arrives firft at the 
goal $ which was never yet called fecizrity, but al* 
lowed to be mere uncertainty. 
L As to^ this point, others may receive information 
from the prophet Zechariah. * By the blood of thy 

< covenant, I have fent forth thy prifoners oiit of the 

< pit, wherein was no water *.* Thy prif oners ^ thofe 
nvretched creatures, who were in a ftate of guilt, and 
under the fentence of death ; fubje£b to the tyranny 
of the devil, and liable to the damnation of hell. 
In this difmalitate they were, as in a pit unfathom^ 
ably deep ; from which there feemed no pofiibility 
of efcape, nor any method of deliverance : A pit, 
in which there is m watery nothing but abfolute mu 
fery, without a gleam of hope, or a drop of comfort. 
/ have fent them forth into a place of liberty ; where 
they obtain pardon, and enjoy peace, are fatisfied 
with the plenteoufnefs of my houfe, and drink of 
my pleafures as out of a river. All this, by the 
Hood of thy covenant. ^^hlooA was the righteous 
term, blood was the dreadful requirement^ even 
that infinitely-precious blood of CHRIST, on which 
the covenant of our freedom was eftablifhed, and 
by w!hich its rich Ueflings are procured. Which 

* is called thy covenant f , O daughter of Zion^ thou 
*church of the firft-born, becaufe it was made in tliy 
name ; made with thy divine Surety, and for thy 
iunfpeakable good. 

• This is not only falfe, but ** moft dangeronfly 
^ falfe.-^*-If we allow this, Antinomianifm comes ih 
5* with a full tide.** Pray, Sir, what do you mean 
by Antinomianifm ? fuch a contrariety to the law, as 
debafes its dignity ; deprives it of its proper honour 
and proper end $ ? 

• Zech. IK. iir. 
-• + T8f twenMt, The tvords are not addrelTed to CHRIST, 
but to his church; fts tiie Hebrew jnie, being in the femnizte 
gender, intimates. 
n % The eud of tlie comreaiultng law is rigbteouihefi, Rom. %» 
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Soreijr then, net Afpafio^s, but'Mr* We&cy'« le- 
nerst arc chargeable with this kind ol heterodoxy i 
fince they would caufe the law to be put off wkh a 
mite^ vrhen millions of talents are sis Jue ^ oblige 
it to be content with errant deficiency, when the 
moft finlefs obedience, and die moft exalted perSsc* 
tion arc wfa?t it demands* 

Do you mean by AnHmmiafn/m, iueh a contrari* 
ety to the law, as difregards its diuies, and ▼ic^ate^ 
its precepts ? Then the apoAle Paul (hall reply, < Th« 
^/grace o£ OOD, whidi bringeth fafosrtiM>, haA 
< appeared unto all men ; teaching us, that denying 
f ungodlinefs and woridfy iufts, we fliould live {^ 
* berly, righteoufly, andg^dly. The grace ol GQD,^ 
his infinitely free favour, of which we have a ^e- 
cimen in the precedahg texts, which ftoms to be 
fhackled with conditioiis, ov n^anly dcpendens on 
human endeav^pucs. t-Tkis grace, Tei]uiiii|ig nothing 
qf the cr^ture, but hritigmg fabvatUny fptvktMil and 
eternal falvation, finifincd by the inearn^ CRKA^ 
TOR, and free for the duisfeA of finacrs^ 
grace being revealed in the ge^ly being 
by faith, and thus appearing in luftre, and with 
power, to aU menr^xe men of every ranJc, every 
age, every chara&er ; makiog no difibrence between 
the fervant and has mafter, between, the vuddy ftvip* 
Ung and the b(>ary fire, between the viU proftituM 
and the chafte veftal \ but opening its ine&ha«ftabk 
treafures, to be received by one as well as the other 
1— This grace does what ? « Caufe Antfinomiai»fiB,* 
or prad:icable ungodtinefi^ ^ to come in with a f uH 
f < tide i" Quite the leverfe.-— It repr^flfes it like an 
unmoveablie barrier. It i$athas ut'U d^^^ to re* 

4 The end of the violated law Is ^niOtmenf, Gtl. iii. zo. 
Both thefe exi^ are anfwered by the iiiteipofifio^ q£ an Qbfdi* 
en t and crueified RBDEEM^E, but on ]|9 other j^bemo, sa4 
in no other manner whatever, 

* The word U etfrnHTAf^'Ol, which does not fignify, to ahoUflr 
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nounce angodliaefBr^if ungodfifn/j ^ not only exter- 
nal grd6 dhmmnatiomi bat w^rldfy hfts aflfo^ evsry 
vi^io«i6 inelkiationi tn4 evef y k regular defire. Far- 
tSietj kteaelies^iie^o Xwtffhfrlyy witfhregard to omr^ 
felVes^ righteoufiy towards ouf neighbours^ and raffjr 
to oitr great CREATOR. 

The origmal^ word it par«ictirarF^ bcautifef and! 
-fignificant^ it is not reurtn/, prefcrtBt^fA^ by way of 
mle, nor tar^ua'^%i, enfoinHhy by way of atifthority \ 
but wduJh¥i9tt^ temchetki^ by woy of mftru Aion, point- 
ed! 0(ut the efit^nai method of obeying the pre- 
eeptSi aftrf eonfor ming to'the rule. A tyrant may 
eomiiMmd bi» Save to write, or make a proficiency 
in wrkifjg. A kind tutor forms him to it, Ihews 
him how^ to do it, and renders, what otherwifo 
woutd be an kkfome, perhaps an impraAicaUc ^^^^ 
bodi eafy and pkafant.— So this grace, clearly ma* 
nifefted in the undcrftanding, and cordiaHy appre- 
hended by the will, renders every duty of holinef$ 
both paradiieabk and pleafant ; it gives jxs a heart 
and a hand, and ability to exercife. ourfclvet untd 
imiverfal godlincfs, 

CHRIST has pevformed all that was conditiona- 
ry for me, fays Afpa5ok *« Has he repented ajid 
<• believed for you ?" fays Mr. Wefley j a queftion 
already anftrered in the dialogiies. — •• No ;" replies 
Mr. We<ley> ** not anfwcred, but evaded. He per- 
« formed ail th*t was conditionary in the covenant 
«« of works, IS nothing to' the purpofef for we* are 
♦^ not talking of that, but of the covenant of grace;* 
OJve me leave to tett you, Sfr, that you arc greatiy 
miftakcn here 5 we are talking, at left we ought tq 
be t2klking^, of thff cdvcnant of works*,, wi^cn we talk 

tdtaHy, or to dtftrey utterly;, but to dJfavow aiitj fcnouilc^, to 
IvCaft actraitnitice, or wait tsajyiei'd cofl^ioAC^. Thera mny 1^ 
9v«B-ia.the F«[g^iiei*i^tie, foaie remainders- of u^jg^i^b^^ ;. biiKt 
snilucnced'by grape, they will conftantly turn a deaf esO: to iCH 
foiicitations, or rei«iiit«ly fay oay to ks d«ittands« 
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pf the covenant which CHRIST came under. It 
was a covenant of works to him, which, hy his ex- 
ecution of .it, became a covenant of grace for us. 
He became anfwerable for our debt ^ the debt.waa 
exa£l;ed, without the leaft abatement. In this re« 
fpe£t, GOD < fpared not his own^on.' And is not 
^s the tenor, are not fuch the efieAs of a cove- 
nant of works ? ^ 

CHRIST is called the < Surety of a better cove- 

< nant ;' that is, a furety provided and admitted by, 
a better covenant: in this peculiarity, infinitely men 
mentuous and comfortable, the new covenant is bet«n 
ter ; becaufe it brings' in a fubftitute, to difcharge 
what was contra£ted under the old, which neither 

{irovided, nor allowed, nor knew any fuch thing.—* 
t is written, < CHRIST was made under the law,' 
^erefore not under a covenant of grace. If you caii 
(hew me, in the conftrudion of the law, any hint 
of faith in the merits of another, or any mention 
of repentance unto life, I will retrad my opinion, 
^hat CHRIST performed •whatever was ^ondition- 
ary ; I will do honour to thofe genteel expreiTions, 
and fubmit to thofe cogent arguments, ^ Tis not 
« true — ^'Tis nothing to the purpofe — 'Tis abfolute- 
« ly falfe.^' ^ 

«< If CHRIST'S perfea obedience be ours, we 
<< have no more need of pardon &^n CHRIST hinfi- 
f < felf. The oonfequence' is gjbod, you have ftarted 
f* an obje£U()n which 'you cannot anfwer.** — It is 
anfwered in the' dialogues; — whether in aTattsfac- 
tory, or ini^fficient manner, the reader muft deter- 
mine. — ^But fuppofe w6 admit the confequence ; it 
implies no more than the apoftle affirms — < By one 

< offering he hath perfe£ted for ever them that are 
f fan£Ufied.' Let me tranfcribe your owtl * explj* 
cation of this pafTage. — << He hath done*' (obferve^ 

you yourfclf fpeak of CHRIST'S doing j in this 

«i . > ■■ _ • 

♦ &plan«itory note? x«/«i 
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place only of CHRIST'S doing; yet I wpu]d not be 
fo injurious to your goodTenfe, as to imagine that 
you exclude ^\^fi*fffring) ** ail that was needful, in 
" order to their full reconciliation with GOD.*' 
This exposition I approve, «s far as it goes; only 
you have oniitted one very weighty circumftance^ 
comprehended in the word << ever ;" by this doing 
^md fuffering, believers are fully and perfedly re^ 
conciledi not for a day only, or for any particular 
time^^ but for ewr.- The pardon b irrevocable; the 
bleffing unalienable. Not like the moouy which xtow 
waxes, and anon wanes; but like the ftm, which it 
always the fame y ever fhin^s with; the iame pleni** 
tud^.of rays'y and needs only to appear^ iin order to 
appear unchangeably bright. 
. This reminds me of a niore dired anfwer to your 
difficulty*- The repeated- pardon, whidi beKevers 
implore, is only a witnefs bearing to the truth, or a 
jrepeat^d manifeftation of it to our conCciences.*^ 
Will you find fjaiilt with this doftrine i Might you 
not, for the very Camic reafon, fay, if the atone- 
ment of CHRIST'S deakh was abfolutely perfeOi 
there eoald be no need of his intgrceffion at GOD'S 
rtgb$vb%nd| Xc^, .for .the. a£l:ual applkatiorn^of .th^ 
grqit atonement, and the continual communication 
pi its happy fruits, this intercefGon is necefiaryl 
(So, though our juftifi):atipD is complete, though our 
;6n$ have all been Md upon our LORD, and dsre 
pot to be done away by fome duties of our own, but 
already done away by the facrtfice of HIMSELF ; 
yet the application of this bleffing, the revelation of 
it to bur hearts, is ^aily, hourly, inceiTaiftly needt 
ful. Therefore he faith, (peaking of his vineyard 
the church, « I Mrill water it every moment. — ^Where* 
by ? in what manner ? what fpiritual bleffings cov* 
refpond with watering the thirfty foil ? — ^The dif>^ 
eovery of complete pardon, of complete acceptance^ 
of complete faltation in CHRIST. This will make 
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ihe foul like a wateved garden ;--'<hifr will oapufe joy 
jaud boHnefs to blofibm as a rofe* 

Both the branches pf the kw,^tlie pre6sptji^ ^atid 
Ibe penal, in the cafe of gailt contrai£led, ixmft be 
iatis&ed. <^ Not £o/^ '^ If not, one of them muft 
{uifs unfatisfied and nnfulfiUed*. Whefeas^ >Ottr 
i«QRD delare$, that ^ heai^n dmd earth fh^ paft 

< away, fooner than one jot or one tittle of the hew 

< (ball fail' of its accompltfiiment. Wiii yo« utvdfer^ 
iaketo prove; tiither^t^attbe precepdve^ or^dfethxt 
the penal part of the law, doeft not conftftute f6 
much ias osevjot ov one tittle of ks- isomdnta ? Tbenr, 
«ad then.oniy, ymr a^rtion may tmftfift Wit]> oar 
dbORIHS dQclaxkion* Tbia will be an tufde^aklng 
as adventurous as your .ne^t is dilkyg^uou^ - 

: ^* 2*)tfo; CHRIST, bydiie death aloBe^' <fo our 
sj^urch teaobea^, ^ f«:lly!r«d«fied-fo;r the fifl^idf- the 
*« twhdlc world."*— • By his death alene^' that iff, in 
«ontneiiftiau3ion.'to all hutnan V(fOtk»f m ^A(^!&eit or 
adjutaint tCaci&rs : ^ fiiUy: faifisfied/' that kf ^i&crttt 
lBIyit^^ andfwithou^ needim tbecs^ffc&nteftoil of a^- 
jiijhtsmMi fati£tfai£lion. ('& u Ipdlcdn-in^ppofitiM 
to< ouar ettideayaoi», not !M> his ^wn m^ ^k^ldW ^ 
bedieoce^:..£u<is^ fwx^tc^-'vnLXktJ^ be mfbiKnud 
dbftt our choTch joieaaia no fvch thisfj^, a^ yt^u ^^tifl 
hrrmsnate:? Jianne yon never heiA?d bef pfc^fjl,^ vaAd 
require, to l)dieve^ what Afpafib ifftfintain^f If ne4 
be :pleafed^ to r^ad id>e qnotatiM^ from h&c homiJ^^^ 
irMch fae has produced, vol. Hi. p. 4$* 49. ^. Read 

- • A« this book may poffibly fall into the haads of £onm per. 
fons, who bavie not tho book, entitled ITiIeIon aiTd'^AspASio^ 
I win for their fbket, tranftribc «iie ^ the teftimoiiie)i, M 
Irhich we are referptd* 

In the homily concerningtbe falvatJAn of maiikiiid, we r^ftJ 
the following words.— ^* The apoftle touc^eth three thangsi 
** whi«k Mttft go together 4ir juflificat^bn. Ott aOl>^ part, kit 
^i^ great tneF€«{r and gratt. Oo iDHfiiST'S part, the fafeiBfaaioa 
** of GOD*$ juftice, or th« pnce of our itdampttoa, by tibf 
** offering of his body, and (hedding of bis pEecious blodd. witn 
•* foUllHog of the law |i«rftfdff« On our pkrr, tfoe and liv^f 
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the&f and I cannot but think, yxm liave modefty e* 
pojugfa to blufli at an attempt^ to palm upon the 
puUHc, tush an appftrent mifrepitefentatian of cor 
¥cn«rablQ modier. 

** The fame great truth i& manifcftiy taught in 
«< the xjBxift a»ticlfi."--rWhat f That CHRIST, by 
his < death alone/ or by * fhedding his Uood aione, 
< without fulfilling the law perfe^Vly/ fatbfied for; 
the Gns of the world ? Then die articles and the: 
hoaiilies mod flatly contradift one anothen-^Upott: 
this you zQr ** l& it therefone £air, is it hoaeft, iot 
<f jiny one to plead the articles of our church in de* 
V fence of abfohite predeftinacian ^ Indeed, Sir, L 
know not whut you mean by thisrintiirra^alory, er 
at what you 2mu Does Aipafio plead t&s artidea. 
for any fuch piMrpofe? Not that he fbouM he a* 
fraid, in cafe there was an evident nccafion, to ad- 
vance fuj^h a. plea, and perhaps might put Mr. Wef- 
ky to gre»ter chfficuky than he is aware of, in or^' 
d^ to elude the fonce of it^-^^-fiut he does not in- 
this place come -within view of the point; nor fa 
much as* remotely hint at it. Ho, nor in any part 
of the two volumes, does he once touch upon ab^ 
fikdte predeJHnattBny much lefs does he plead the ar« 
tides o£ our church in its defence. So that your 
ii^rential word <« therefore,'' is a conchi(ion with* 
9ut premifes. 

Abibfaite prcdeftinatioQ is a pbrafe not to be 
feund in all the dialogues, or in. any of the letters. 
Bi3t it is a f^rafe wluch Mr. Wefey thinks to be 
alarming and: diigufting, on which Mr. Wefley has^ 

** faith in the mcnitsof Jf:sU5 CHBJST, which y,ct ifiiof ouraj^ 
** but by GOD'S wt rking in us." \oii fee, according to the 
jungement of oui: reformers, nof only the offering of OHRfSTTS 
body, and the flied^ing of CHRIST'S blood, bnt aliii^ bis pen- 
feiit fulfiilifig of the lav. are the adequate price uf our recle^ipip 
tion. Yet Mr. Wefley is p>2afed to exclude the latter; and ven- 
tures to nflirm that he hat the authority of our church for-fucb' 
«n dpinioD, aad/drfiich a'pniftice« ^ 
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karned to fay many horrible and (hocking things $. 
diereforC) be it right or wrong, be it true or falfe, 
Afpafio ihall be charged with the obnoxious cxpref* 
fion. -^ When he mentions predeftination^ it is iii 
the very words of fcripture ; without dwelling up- 
on the fubjed ; without refting his caufe upon it ; 
without attempting either to explain or to eftabliih 
it. This he leaves, and ever will leave, to dearer 
heads and abler pens. — As to your " abfolute," thiis 
is not what Afpafio fp^aks, but what Mr. Wefley 
would make him fpeak ; a word, which Lo this con- 
ne£lion he never ufed, nor fo much as dreamed of 
ufing ; for which reaibn, I call it, not his^ but yours* 
--*May I not then retort your own qiieftion ? and 
aik. Is it fair, is it honeft, to put into your friend's 
mouth words which he never ufed, and then ex«» 
claim againft them ? 

What follows in this paragraph is prodigious in- 
deed. « Seeing the xviith article barely defines the 
<< term *^ that is, the church doth not believe the 
do£trine, nor require any fuch belief from her 
members ? Why then ddes ihe fele£t it for one of 
the articles ? why^pronounce it agreeable to GOD'S 
word? why forbid difputation againft it ? Pity, bdt 
we had been acquainted with this fine diftin£tioft 
when we were ftudents at Oxford. — ^We then de- 
clared our approbation of the academical ftatutes ; 
we engaged to obferve them all, and confirmed our 
engagement with an oath. — But how eafily might 
we have eluded the obligation, if^ when called up- 
on for conformity and obedience, this falvo had 
come into our heads \ " The univcrfity does not, in 
^ thefe ftatutes, fet forth our duty, but barely de- 
** fines the terms ; flie does not infift upon a con- 
** formity, but only flouriihes a little upon terms, 
« and leaves us to obey or difobey, as weihall feel 
*f ourfelves inclined." 

M Barely defines the term, without either affirm- 
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*< ing or denying the thing." — ^How! does (he not 
affirm the things when (he ftiles it an "excellent 
« benefit of GOD?" declares it to be <* full of 
<< fwreet, pleafant, and unfpeakable comfort" to the 
godly? that it "greatly eitablifhes and confirms 
*.* their faith of eternal falvation, and fervently kind-* 
" les their love towards GOD?" "Not affirm the 
^« thing !"— when flie exprefdy afcribes fuch fruits 
and confequents to it! This is not only affirming, 
but affirming with the higheft approbation, like pro* 
claiming the king, and placing the crown upon his 
head. 

In one part of your -Pre/ervative, you enumerate, 
and very properly difplay, what^you call "the five 
" benefits of baptif^." — Suppofe a Quaker, upon 
reading this paflage, fhould fay " Friend Wefley, 
" thou barely definefl: the term, thou neither affirm- 
<« eft nor denieft the thing.— This is ho proof that 
" thoii thyfelf bclicveft a tittle of water-baptifm, or 
*« wouldft have thy readers believe the reality of any 
M fuch ordinance." Should the Quaker argue thus, 
he woald argue juft like yourfelf. But I apprehend, 
he would not be fo boldly difingenuous ; he would 
rather confefs, " Friend John doth certainly main- 
" tain and bejieve thefe things ; but his opinion is 
«« miftaken, and his arguments arc inconclnfive."— 
" The xxxift article totally overthrows predeftina- 
" tion and razea it from the foundation." If fo, it 
makes one article contradid another v confequently, 
weakens the authority, and undermines the credible 
lity of them ail. In diis article are two points more 
particularly proper for our inquiry : The great faU 
vation, and the ntimber of the famed* — I cannot but 
query, whether you believe the former, or rightly 
underftand the latter? 

. The; great fahatiorty expreffcd in the following 
words \ <* The offisring of CHRIST once made, is 
<^ that per&fl redemption, propitiation, and fatis* 

R 
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<< faAion for all the fin# of the whole world, bodi 
<< original and a£lual.'' If I take thefe words as I 
am enjoined, in the literal and grammatical fenfe, 
I rauft believe, that CHRIST engaged to fatisfy of- 
fended jnftice, for every fin which I have commit* 
ted, or fliall commit, throughout my whole life* 
My pad fin« at that time had no more exiftoice, 
than my future fins have at this hoar; but botl^ 
were equally laid upon my LORD. 

Having undertaken this greaceft of all works, I 
muft believe that he fully accompUfhed it ; and ac- 
tually fi»tisfied for all my tranfgreffions, of every 
kind and every date*— A poi&hility, or mere chance 
of being redeemed, can never be reckoned a per-^ 
U6t redemption; ae^^er wooid our SAVIOUR 
have paid down a pofitiTe price for a precarious 
conditional -good ; much ieis would he have paid an 
immenfe, an infinite price, upon a bare uncertainty, 
whether it (hooid take an effed, or ever obtain its 
defircd end**—! believe, thenefbre, that the fatis£io» 
tioa is made for we ; tl^iat GOD has received the 
alUfufficient atonement in behalf of all my provo« 
cations ; and that there is no move growod of con- 
demnation for me, a vile iinner, than there is room 
for the profecution of an infolvent, alf whofe debts 
are defrayed, evien to the very laft mi^. 

The number of the fsved^ exprefied in thofe wordii 
'-^the fins of the nohde *u3orid» This I acknowledge 
to be the language of fcripture ; and I promife my- 
felf you will bear with me, while I o^r my thoughts 
concerning the occafion and the import of fbch la&* 
guage. 

In the a/tiedUmnan and pairiarchai ages, the 
LORD JEHOVAH confined his favour to a few 
particular families.-^When he formed his Ifrael in* 
to a common-wealth, he chofe them to himfelf, 
and feparated them from ,all other nations. To 
(hem he gave his oracles, his ordinances, and* kis 
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covenants ; yea, he honoured and imlulged them 

with his divine prefence : In thifi the Ifraelites glo* 

ried ; they appropriated thia privilege to themfelve% 

«iid held olher people at a diftance, looking, upon 

them as (IraagerSj and without GrOD in the world ; 

it^nce that chc^en feed fpares not to fay, << We are 

^^ thine i thoa never bareft rule over them j thcy^ 

*< were not called by thy name." — At the commence* 

ment of the MESSIAH'S kingdom, the LORD 

p«rpo£ed to change the fcene, and vary the difp^n* 

fation, by admitting both Jews and Gentilesi to an 

iuteveft in the great falvation i as they were eqisal* 

• Jy diarge^blfe with (in,.. and equally liable to the 

curfej they iliould now ftand upon a level^^ be e«- 

^ually iharers in that divine SAVIOUR, who fubi- 

^its to be made fm, and to be made a curfe i<ir 

kothaBke. This the HOLY GHOST ejrprefly and 

repeatedly proaufed, < He' (thai h, the REDEES^I* 

£R which is to epme) < ftkaU ipeak, pe»ce unto the 

.« Heathen :, his dominvH^iihall be fy^m lea even tf> 

* £sa, and %om the rivex even to the ibnd of the 

* earth.' 

Notwithftanding ^uch prophecies, and fuch pro 
Juifes, our I^ORD hknielf, when he entered upon 
hisminiftry, a<t^ed a diircrimitnatiQg part, and kept 
ug }^. partitku^tynaU f ia puvftKainc^ of th;^ dqcla*- 
.Tatif9n>» ^ { am not hr^t but unto the loft &eep of 
' the houfe of Ifrael/ Whisn be lent f^rth his di£- 
'(nple^ to preach and to teach, he gaive them ^^o ^ 
.coxam<^nd to ihew the fame partial re|;ard ; < Qo ye 

f not into the way Qf tJie Gentilqs/ « This condnft 
ai our LORD, both under the Old Teftafncnt and 
^ Newj ponfirmed the Jew&ii^ their JJelf-flajtering 

notion, that they were, and ever (hould be,, a fa- 

vdUrite natipni ^^id ,a peculiar people^ The Qcii" 
,tilf»$ on th^ other )iaJ9d, were no left discouraged,; 

HfifkVeheu^ding* that afr tbjsy were, ib they ev«ff ftiould 

JeKf» *^n9^Sx^i9^. ^^ $p{n«»Qi»irff4l^ P^ Iff i^y S^t 

R 2 
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in order to convince the Jews of their miftake, in 
claiming th^ bleffing of Abraham- to thetnfelves, and 
in order to afTure the poor difcarded Gentiles> that 
they ihould he feilow-ieirs and of the fame My ; our 
LORD, in his lad charge to his apoftles, alters the 
ftyle of fiis commiffion, and enlatges the fphere of 
their fcveral departments. It is now no. longer, 
« Go not into the way of the Gentiles ;' but quite 
the reverfe, * Go teach all nations,' all the world, 
yea, and « every creature ; Whofoever belicvcth/ 
whether Jew or Gentile, * (hall be favcd.* 

Still tlie Jews .were hardly induced to give the 
right hand of fellowfhipto -their brethren the Gen-* 
tiles. — For St. Peter cries, with fome indignation; 

* Not fo, LORD.' Still the Gentiles, hardly per- 
fuaded that they fhould be partakers of the grace, 
reafoned againft themfelves ; * The LORD hath 
< utterly feparated me from his people.' Therefore 
the LORD, to intercept all the defpondiag^ objec- 
tions of the litter, and to bring down the high dif- 
ddinful imaginations' of the former) declares in a 
variety of places, that the difierence no longer fub- 
fifts, that CHRIST has thrown down the partition 
wall, and laid all plain, and common^ - and free. — 
Though the giving of the law pertained to Ifrael 
(mly^ the LORD JESUS gave himfelf a ranfom for 
ALL PEOPLE. Though the pafchal lamb extended 
its influence only to the circumcifion, the LAMB 
of GOD is a < propitiation for the find of the whole 

• world,' even though it be not circumcifed. And 
now GOD woiild have all men, .whether bond oV 
free, Jews or Gentiles, Greeks or Barbarians, to 
be faved, by coming unto the knowledge of the 
faith. 

' This account gives us the true caufe, and pomts 
out the intended ufe, of fuch univerfal phrafes. 
They are calculated to abate the pride of the Jews, 
to encourage <lie defpifed Gentiles % and by exelii^ 
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ding nonfy they give encouragement for ali to co^e^ 
becaafey though every individual perfon will not be 
fsLYcdf yet < whofoever cometh fhall in no wife be 
* caft: out.' — By this interpretation, the phrafe is 
neither inconfiftent with other texts, neither does 
oiir church contradi£l herfelf. 

Upon the whole, you will pleafi? to obferve, that 
I fliouid neyer have touched upon this fubjedi, had 
not your obje£lions, far»fetched and forced as they 
are§ given me a kind of challenge. And now I 
hme touched upon the fubjefi:, it is not as a cham- 
pion^ for the caufe, but only to (liew the weaktiefs 
and the inconfiftency of your arguing, how little 
you avail yourfclf even on a point, where you think 
'Oppofition vain, and your arm irrefiftible. 

<* Believers, who are notorious tranfgteffors in 
** themfelves, have a finlefs obedience in CHRIST-," 
this pafiage you felefl: as faulty^ I prefume, becaufe 
it is oppofite to your favourite tenet, " peffeOton vn 
** perfonal holinefs.'* — ^By notorious j I mean /tcknow^ 
ledgedi confejfedy indifputably fuch. If you are not 
fucn a tranfgreflbr, why do you daily confefsyour- 
fdf " a miferable finner ?" Why do you acknow- 
ledge that you are ^* tied and bound with the chain 
*< of your fins ;" and declare before all men, that 
« there is no health in you ?'' All this Mr. Wefley 
fpeaks with his lips, and, I would hope, believes 
in his heart* Yet all this does not amount ** to a 
" /io/ipiifd«/. tranfgrcflTor*" Pray then, good Sir, in- 
form us, what fort of tranfgreflbrs is defcribed by 
all thefe expreffions. 

Tou cry out, « O fyren fongl'* The Pfalmift 
would have taught you a better exclamation. If this 
is the cafe, * let iis rejoice with tremblinj^.' — Are 
we notorious tranfgrefibrs in ourfclves? The con- 
fcioufnefs of this is the ftrongeft motive to humili- 
ly.— Have we a finlefs obedience in CHRIST? Fhe 
liigiief of this is an abundant fource of joy. '^Whea 

R3 
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you add, •< Plca&ig found to James Wheatlyf Tiio^ 
«< mas Williams! James KeilyP I am ^uite aAan^ 
cd of 701k- meannefs, and grieved at your iind»Tit^ 
able raflroefs. How imworthy i& fuck a pvocedvre, 
^cither of the gentleman, dib Chriftian, or the man 
of fenfe ! Unworthy the .grtulematiy to ftigmatice by 
name, and IK> expofe u> the .moft puhlsc infamy. 
Unworthy the Cbri/iian, wliofe charity conceaietb^ 
Tather than divulgeth and pitxiaimeth upon ^die 

houfe»top8. Unwerrthy die ^fnMn ff fof^e^ vAio 

•knows that the mifcanriages of a profefior are iio 
argument agaiuft the foonittiefs of a do£hrine. if 
* they were, ''would not y©ur own principles totter? 
i^ay, how could .ChriftiaBity ttfelf ftand ? 

Elijah failed in his tefignation, and even Mofes 
himfelf fpake unadrifedly with bis lips. ^ it is 
«« true," fays Mr. Wcfley. « But if you could lifce- 
^< wife &e fbrne blot i/pon venerable Samuei, Md 
<« beloved Daniel, it JwrouH prove .nothing." 1 bai«q 
•no defire to fix a Uot: but if I 'find it in tlieindft 
accomplished chara£let, this proves the pyopofi- 
•ticn, which Aipafio maintains; "That the verybeft 
<• of men fall fliort ; that the very beft of men will 
«< be found ^ guilty,' if < tried by tbe righteous law:* 
-« —That the vesrybeft of men have nothing snore 
« to plead 'for acceptance' with the HIGH and 
« HOLY one, than the criminal, who yefteiday 
« murdered his bene£ai£ter, to-morrow is to be es- 
** ecuted for his crime, and is now i)ying to the 
•« redemption that is inCiHRIST JESUS for the 
<< chief of Tinners." 

« N© fcripturc teachsra that the.holinefs of Chri- 
« ftians is to be meafured by that x>f any Jew." 'I 
ihpuld be afraid to advance fuch a pofitlon, after 
having read that general «thortation, « Be ye frt* 
< lowers of them, who through faith and patience 
* inherit the promife&;' and thofe more particular 
references to the ancient faints, comprifod in the 
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eleventh diapter u> ttfae U«brew&. Were not Hetcf 

J«mns? Does not the apoftle ^copofe them ta paiteraf 

•fev our .imitation ? Is nm tfads ihis lat^tutge, * Let us' 

-ad ia loonformity to their prsi£tiGe?w.< The ipicit of 

^iCatdST was in litem $' and m they obtained,*' 

•(eairen from the fnpienie j'UDG£) « a good report*^ 

ihgtecsiAj to dm divine tefkknotnjaX, me sac direA^ 

•ed to feam from Abel, -a £dueiary depdtidetice on 

<lie f teat^ atonement; and irotn Enoch, a lifie cf 

'Communion with a rsoondkd GOD. The piophete 

are recommended to our oontomplation, ae ^< es^ 

^ ampler of fuffering affliction) and of patience*^ 

£iijah is fet before us as »o inftance oi perievei ing 

sand fuocefsful prayer: aiftd wieare direfted tp walk 

m the fteps of our farhcr Abraham's if^ith* This 

^was the counfel oif an apolik ^O'Olhefis; this was 

-the aim of an apoAle with ^regard to himfe)f ^ theve- 

f^re I ihink it ean never be unwonrhy^of you, cr 

unfit for the moft advanced amopg your difoiples. 

War my part, I (hall reckon myfelf tsuly ha^y ; I 

'4hall bloifi the day, vdiereon I was 'bom ; if I may 

.but be^nabled to ibllowtbe footAeps«f 'tfaeie U^xx^ 

trioiis leaders, though \ 

— — - ftwi pdfihus ^Ms, 
That Chrifttans ought to fiie above the level of the 
«oonmion' Jqws, I fraely^own. iMhr. Wafley?^ mtftake 
4eems to lie-in confounding the common with the 
uncommon^ in not.difcevning/vhe.d^i^nee; between 
*4nfy and *#v/ry ; between 'fitne and aH. <S6me Jews 
•were bl^49ed with entraordinary endowments; ithey 
had diftinguiihed 'Communiciitions of the Spirit ov 
•wifdom and Kolinefs. Theyiwove as the << ftones <A 
^* a^crown, lifted up as aivenfign, upon bis kmd/' 
Their gfeat atchievements and^eminent attainmento 
are defcfibed in the afererVientbned chapter, Which 
^may truly be ftyled the ^gM^n le^^nd; great .tl^i^igs 
impofTible to fiefh and bkod, they both pevferm^ 
and foffisr^d} fucb as chamber ile a faint of the 
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Iiigheft rank.— To imitate thck^ is the duty of ali 
Chriftians; to equal them, is the privilege of ^«f. 
Let me illufirate this fentimeiit; the reader, I ap«» 
prehend, will hardly think it needs cmfirmation, — 
Every graduate in the univerfity, much more ever j 
minifter of the gofpel, ought to exceed the fchool- 
boy in learning and knowledge. — Yet. there hare 
been fchoolbojs with whom few miniftei:s, and few<*i 
er graduates, will venture to compare themfelvea. 
A recent inftance of this kind, we have in the fa- 
mous Baratier. This wonderful youth, when he was 
but -four years old, fpoker- French to his mother^ 
Latrn to his father, High Dutch to his maid. At 
the age of fix, he explained : the Hebrew texts^ as 
ready as if it had been his native German. Wheo 
other lads are fcarce able to read with fluency, and 
propriety their mother-tongue, he was not only ac^ 
quainted with, but mailer of five feveral. languages. 
In his. eleventh yeaf he pubiifhed a learned Latin 
diflertation, and tranflated a book of travels out of 
Hebrew into French. While a mere boy, he was 
qualified to difpute with profefTors of the fciences, 
was honoured with a feat at an ecK^lefiaftical fynod, 
and admitted to the degree of do£h>r in philofophy. 
Upon this narrative I fliall only obferve, that many 
of the Jews, whofe .name^ are immortalized in 
fcripture, were, in faith, in godlinefs, and all that 
is exemplary, fo many Baratiers. 

, « Do not the. beft of men frequently feel diforder 
^ in their afieflions } Do they not often complaio, 
<*, When I would do good, evil is prefent with me?*' 
<* I believe not.** What« proof is here I How well 
fuited to its office ! which is to controul .the current 
/and over*rule the evidence of ancient and modern 
confent. But why don't you believe what Afpafio 
fuppofes ? Is your difbelief grounded on fa£)t ? Are 
you .acquainted with any people, who feel no difor- 
der io their affei^ioas ? who always d0 good in the 
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completeft- manner ? and never have evil prefent 
with them? If fo, what are their names? where do 
they live? We would go many miles to fee them. 
You have ho averfion to the mention of names^ 
when cenfure is the motive, and public difgrace the 
efied; why fhould you be fo relu<ftant, wlren hon*- 
our and diftinguiihed refpe^ would be the confe- 
quence ? 

Do^hey not fay, < We groan, being burdened* 
with the workings of inbred corruption ?- ** This is 
<< not the meaning of the text. The whole, con text 
<< ihows the caufe- of that groaning was their long« 
« in^ to be with CHRIST/* You need not on thi6 
eccafioii- rummage the context, or take a journey 
to find what is at your door. The fentence itfelf 
ihews, as plainly as words can ihew, the caufe of 
their groaning. We* groan, it is not faid becaufe we 
long to be with CHRIST. This might be a truth i 
but this is not the caufe aiTigned, *^ We groan be^ 
«« daufe we are burdened." Burdened with whatf 
Afpafio anfwers, with a body of fin and death, or 
with what the apoftle himfelf flyles to Ot'ifjoi^, This, 
whatever it mea^s, was the load that incumbered 
them, oppreiFed them, and made them figh ardent* 
ly for deliverance. Does not this fignify all the in- 
nrmaties and diforders of the prefent mortal ftate i 
Among which the (ad cS^&£ks of inbred corruption^ 
are none of the lead. Thefe gave thofe magnaninw 
ous, ' but pious fouls, more uneafinefs than all other 
kinds of ailHtSlion whatever *. 



* ^< We groao, being burdened, with a feofe of our fpirit* 
*' ual infirmities, and with the workings of inbred Corruption."* 
This is Afpafio's interpretation. *^ We groan, being bur«lene^ 
<< with numberlefi infirmities, temptations, and (ins.** Thto ie 
Mr. Wefley's interpretation, in hisexpofivory notes on the New 
Teftament. Yet here he denies what there he affirms.— It is 
faid, I think of ifhmael ; ' His hand will l)e againft every man.' 
Mr. Wcfley goes a llep farther. His hand is againft himfiify as 
well as agaiaft every body elic* 
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The cure of Cm will be perfcfted in heaven. 
*< Nay, furely in paradifc." — A^afio knows no dif*- 
fercuce between paradife and heaven. Paradife it 
the kingdoai where CHRIST reigns ; and is not 
this heaven ? Paradife 13 the region where the tree 
x)f life ^row9 ; and is not this heaven i Heaven de«> 
jK>tes the place ; paradife dcfcrib^s . its nature, a 
place of confummate blifs and abfolute perfedion^ 
"where is the fubsefs of joy and pleafure fur ever- 
fiiore. — ^HowevesTi if it can be proved,' -that they are 
idifFeren.t abodes, and imply different ftates * ; tbeli 
AfpaiV> woiuld be underftood to fay, the cure o£ On 
is compleibed in paradife ^ or as iooca sm the believer 
tdrops his fleib, and entesrs tbeinvifidle.woiU. 

This [a perfeft conformity to GOD] is a nobl^ 
prerogative of the beati&c vtfion. •< Noi" f^iys Mr,* 
'Wefley* Though £k. Joho^ one- would. thiai, had 
isttl^d and afcertaioed this poini:. bey»n4 all contr»- 
4iftionr^« We (hall be like him^ fo* wc; Qkali fee 
f him, aahe is/-^<< We ftiall," whiich iaatiwafees^^at 
Hi prefcat w»e ane not pcrfeftly iibe Iwm*-^* Ftnv" 
which dcQoties the efficient caufe o£ this advanpc^ 
xnent and felicity ;. this complete craasformati^tii i^ 
^:_tl^ divinei image— -5* Wcibali k% htflv" nv 
Jonger through a glaft, but face to face.. We £ba{l 
receive the cleAi:«& manifeftation of his ifieSabte 
Jkotinefs ^njd ^^ry« which wiU. have jiuii tkte- ikn^ 
je^e^ upa«i oar fouls as the iaajtrimed feal has 1^^ 
an the jiueltipg wa«. 




— — — — J — _ — ^ — — ^^ — ^ J — 

as the fame thing, though Tariocifly exprefled, is meani: b|r .th« 
!]PikiiBi£b, I thirik we ma^r not uoreafbiucbl^r underftaocLtbe Apo- 
ilie in the ftme mann«r. If they had feeea diffeieiit habitBtions, 
JIMthiiiks he Mrwald hanne meo'tfoBed farndtjt&t^^ aiid ttteo -tte 
th\tA heavettr^ Otfaerwife he tells the flory but ivvkwardljr; fpr 
he firft mention) his arri-val at tiie third heavtens^ atid then at 
Itat^ife; that is, aooordiag ^o Mr. Wefley ; firl^ be was led ivto 
the frefence^ and then introduceii to ^jtr^uihmhr.. . 
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« it wimld then cotnc too late. If fin reinahM 

• 

<* in us till the day of judgement, it will remain ia 
«* us for ^ver," You fuppofe, that the beatific vi« 
fion is neat en)oyed, till the day of judgement. Bat 
in this you feem to err, not knomng the fcriptttre. 
I bave a * defire/ fays the apoftle, < to be difiblved.' 
-r*-And what is the cobfeqnence, tiie immediate con* 
fequcBce of diffolution ? « To be with CHRIST;* 
in his pvefence ; before his throne ; and is not this 
the beatific vifion; < Willing' (fays the fame infpired 
writer) < to be abfetit from the body,and prefent with 
* the LORD.' Here is no hint of any intermediate 
(late, but the vevy moment in ix^ich the faints de- 
part* from their bodies, they aro' prefent with the 
LORD J and if with the LORD, then in the high- 
eft beav^ns; then at the fountain*head of felicity; 
then amidil the Beatific vifiorj, — To heaven Elijah 
was conreyed in his fiery chariot ; and idto heaven 
the firft fuartyr was received by his compaiEonartc 
SAVIOUR. Neither of them waited m ixxac in- 
tervening manfioaD, as a kind of kAhj^ to the heaven 
of heavens, This is the Popifh notion, and very 
clofely conneftcd with the diimcra of purgatory ; 
ib eh>fely connefled, that if you take away the « 
fiormer, the latter drops into nothing. — I am forry, 
your opinions. Sir, are fo much like the errors of 
the man of fin* 

Our prefent Uefiedtieis ^oes not ooAfift in being 
free from fin. <* I really thank it does.'' Spoke like 
Mr. Wcflcy. « i thank," is ftiH the argumentum 
falmarmmi^ << I think," is the heavy artillery which 
is to demoHfh brigades at a blow ; only here it i9 
ftrengthened and enfbrced by that emphatical wor^ 
^ really."— But if our prefent blefiedn£& does really 
confift in being free from fin, where are your hlef«* 
led perfons ? We may truly fay, 

ApfaretU rari neuites in gargile vafio. Vi& G. 
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No J this can hardly be faid. VirgiPs dcfcription 
is too full; inftead of feeing a very few, here and 
there one, popping up their heads, in the great and 
wide ocean of the world, we are not able to find fo 
much as an individual. Shew us one^ only one of 
thefe angels in fiefh and blood, and it fufficeth b^. 
Whereas, if you perfift in maintaining your Jinlefs 
perfeBton^ yet cannot produce a tingle inftance, to 
exemplify your notion, will you not give too juft a 
handle for that farcaftic refledlion, ufed on another 
occafion ? 

With witnefles many this caufe did abound. 

With fome that ^ere hang'd, and fome that were 

drown'd. 
And fome that were loft, and fome never found. 

Thefe ate Afpafio's words — " It [our prefcnt im* 
«* pcrfeftion] perpetually reminds us of a moft im- 
<•< portant truth, that our prefent blefiednefs con- 
" fifts, not in being free from all fin, but in having 
« no fin imputed to us." He took particular care 
to guard his meaning from mifconftruftion, by ad- 
ding the word all: left this word, becaufe it is little 
of ftature, (hould be overlooked, he printed it in 
Jbali'cs. But all this precaution is thrown away up- 
on Mr. Wefley. He takes no notice of this fame 
little word; nay, he {huts it entirely out of his quo- 
tation ; as though he (hould fay, '< Where is the 
<< harm of clapping under the hatches fuch a puny 
^ infignificant monofyllable ? I would have it to 
« know, I fhall ere long turn adrift more plump 
•* and portly words than that.*' 

Afpafio alfo took care to confirm his fentiments 
by a reference to fcripture; he fupported himfeif 
by the authority of King David. — Mr. Wefley hav- 
ing a little while ago laboured to depreciate, now 
ventures to contradift the royal Pfalmift.- * Bleffed' 
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(fays the Ffalmift)' « is the nri^in' — who is free from 
fin ?* who is perfe£Hy fanftified ? This is not the 
doftrine wKich the fweet finger of Ifrael teaches ; 
but blefled is he * whdfe ttanfgreflion is forgiven, 
« whofe fin is covered.' Deeply impreffed, and quite 
charmed with the contemplation of this moft fub- 
ftaintial happinefs, the facred writer proclaims itj 
repeats it 5 yes, a third time He celebrates it; crying 
oiit with ardour of joy, < Blefled is the man, unto 
< whom the LORD imputcth no iniquity *.' Nei- 
ther that iniquity which was formerly committed, 
nor that which ftill defiles f . Blefled indeed ! May 
I live under a .firm perfuafion of my own particu- 
lar interefl; in this unfpeakablc privilege ! May I 
find it made good to my foul, at the univerfal 
judgement! TTien let others take the kingdoms of 
this world, and all the glory of them.^-And as for 
Afpafio, he may reckon his credit fafe, and his o- 
pinion fully authorifed, while he efpoufes the doc- 
trine, and ufes the very words of the unerring 
SPIRIT. 

^< If we are not free from fin, we are not Chrif- 
w tian believers.'^— What ah aflertion is here ! Af- 
fertion, fot I dare hot call it a truth.— If it was, who 
then cotild be faved ? Not one of a thoufand; not 
two of a million ; no, nor Mr. John Wefley him- 
ielf, fince out of his own mouth he ftands condemn- 
ed. He makes this acknowledgement concerning 
himfelf and his followers, " We know by nielatv- 
** choly experience what it is to ncgleft. works of 
" righteoiifoefs." ' To corroborate his confeflion, . 
he adds, ** We know and feel by melancholy expe- 
*< rience, what it is to fwerve from our firft love." 
" We feel by experience."— He is willing to run 

* Pfal. xxxji. I, ». Should any objeAion i&rHe from the 
next fesLtence, the retder may fee it anticipated, and fuper- 
feded.vin Thcron ard Afpafio^ vol. 1I< p, %6%* of the Glaigow 
edition, 1791. + Pfal. xv. 3, 

S 



9o6 A$fABtO FiyPfCATSD. L»T.f. 

tht h^z^ri pf tautolpgy, rather than wj IhovHA 
(WJped^ tbri finaerijtjr 9m trath of his prateftation*'^ 
fiaid c^n youj aft^r fuch a confeffion^ after fvcb n 
pro|eft%li(«9, pr^tead tP ^ frpc from 6n ? Is 9Q tjbi^ 
>vhich jrptt teiPwr of murfolf, and >5;r/ *ji Mtcprnprne^ 
cojp/iQ^mt with a ^/r^ ftate ? Juft as much s^ a A^ 
th^i^ is confifteat with the vigour of healthy pr g 
jQvi03ieful^/!^i/ with a glorpous viBory* Scc^ Sir, 
|ipw ^ou are e;?tang}ed in your owa net; how, 
M^thout bwg chalet hf vi e^qm}> ypu run yolir* 
ftlf a^PftJJvcL JJor w4H a^ JAV^ 4e;jutjerityji (9 Iqnf af ' 
yoii airpjfir Xjiph palfiablf jj(i9^is(i^|a9i^% he ?4^e tq ' 
fiei: f PM cXc;jr. 

- Tspjtt ^Htqnpt Itp CPriftm JW»? winiou ^ t^e ^ ' 
poftte-? 4edvarioh5 • h^ing Jp^^ free fir<Hn $iv W ' 

^u}: jw s^a4 ypu me^ 4ifPTeia| things by. tJ^e 1^^ 

3jr<?rd?.^Hc q?^ns l?cii?^g ftqod fr^i^ thle dpwmm . 
SfJ^-r-Thh. i^ :^ye«thle tp hi^ p«wi caff l^;4ti^| 

Siti («V4«WW) i&B Wit U)r4 H p^t V^k^}^ JP^i 

^(i/r y^ou i it jyi^y Amt^ pu.5. it o^y ^ain lbn|| "^ 
advantage over you; but it fhaJl not obtain IB^jf^ ' 
tvV?«^, W>r |il^ the »/jfCw* PW»r ypiu Tp ^c cx- 
piedic^Qe an4 nccdSty p£ this fxssdoa^ if cv^ir ixaa 
nvouM iy^pm?e piiri^EJives xli(bip)ef pf C^jpBtlST, pf 
phriftism* ip(4c;p<V J^ -^"^Mify feb/crihe :-Krwl^9^«y ' 
yo^ ixv5a.n h^ix^ free fcpm th^ v^ry umaiin4frj^ qf 
fin. *« H^viipjg ^ pwi^** C^Ji jQi^y 9^w^ w*^^ 
tion) « free i(rapa. ^ wxt^i^ gf it? f PiP^nuqt, an4 
« a refigp^tipft f *?l^iog every <tegce« pf felf-wilL'' 
Ag^inft the f^iftppfip, o^ the ppl^Wi^ pf ^k fr^e* 
dorp, fo ipn^ as. v# fpjpurn V> » ^w^T f>^ l^^t I 
cxitcr ^^J prpteft. 

If w^ were pcrfpa in pfcly, C^BJST^ p^leftlf ^ 
pfi^e wQuM b^ fuppiC^ed. f < Uo^ y^p fto^I4 ftiU 
<< need his Spirit, and confequently his intercef- 
«« fiop."* 6v>t wer<: wj? perfe^, we <hpi44 tpieicwt 
the Spirit without an interceffiMr.^-A^ iaterceffiw 
implies an alienation between the two patties j^ qt 



ibmietfinig wbkh, t^iAcmt ihe iiTttfVl*fitit^n of ^ 
Aka pmbii^ ^cnxta ttwt^ ilt(jt!^km.— Tht piidUlf 

o^ee, v^t^tfaet' of atdtrin^ 6r of ^t^rc^dJAg^ i^r 
fbtthded ett a ftattf dF gtrilt ; td t&h it be^r^ ^ ef- 
ftnti«I atid hivarthble ttMioti.^i)6t^ CH^I^t eir* 
e^etife his pfitWtf tUttc id beftalf of dlfgete ^ l^d^ 
becaufe tfacy excel ill Rtttr^, ^ad art })erfedi hr 
Itelii^tfi.---Wiff OffiBLfifTejeereife hi^ pl'feitiy office^ 
#hert aff Bis fihits s^rt tettivtrf ittto ^fj f NiJ^ 
tecattfe tittitt theire <viB b& in abfbhxt^ toitfOlyiMa- 

tfbier bbih ift bbdy dtid fb«I, ftbtft hi figkeov^d"^ 

smd fa^pfinefs, Mtl iht ilii!rdi;ttorial kitrgdfoin be j^- 

Bveretf up to die FATHER.-^Ditf CHRlSt ar€r- 
clft hi^ prieftJij oiSce before Adaifr fttt? Kc^^ be- 
^Shife fitt had no eitiifen^e tfieti^ and tfae^.tiie hil- 
gvafge ^ar, * Let! tftan be Mellfed f rtof, « J&efi^feir 
*^lrt<trftom going^ dbwtt Itifo the pit/ 

"Zlili dbjefTiontr laitf td ttt^ eH^tg^ iii t&ii panu 
ptphy ^dtA the whole Irde df Ae Itkf, pfocced> up- 
^ yottf f;jrvoiiii^e iimibn: j ptffiitkn of faoiimeft^ e- 
^Heti while Wt eetithrofe ift hbtrfes of cfay. As t lot* 
ii^n ydut ^utidatioiT to be ^ tnert^ dela^t)tf) I muft 
rf cdwrfc cdfidrfde, aff that ytSit btriM ir^Ott if to te 
dbtihencsif ittd delirfotyj (ftcrcfofe, till ytjtt prtite 
yotit fuppofitioW, I have i^ rerfotf ra eortcefn ijfif- 
feff with afty of yorti' cdixfeqtkertces dedticred frbfit 
if, ot with any of youfr afltg^tioHs rd^ing to if. 
Gti otie claiife, h6#eter, let me bdtov a flight st- 
mttiadrcffioti, . 

Afpafio feys^ i feri^ of Mca'Anim iftbrerfCfyfrtip. 
ttett wiH recottciite u« to dcaAj l^fr/liV'eflty re- 
plies, «« Indeed it will not: nor will afty* thiffg; <fo 
«* thifflike pcrfe^ fove.""Here I tWafc |oti haVe 
mrSki &tt mark. Nothitrg caii fectotierfe us td 
<kath; btit that whitfBf ta'ke$ away its ftirrg j anfd this 
is done only by the ;ttortemettt of CHRIST. TAd^ 
tJitng cart recontife us to death, bat that which <Jt- 
livcts ns from its terror ; attd dtis is efi^d <Hdy 

S a . 
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by the facrifice of our great HIGH PRIEST, which 
has converted the king of terrors into a meiienger 
p{ peace. Nothing can reconcile us unto death,, 
but that which makes it defirable to . depart, and 
gain to die } and this is owing, wholly owing, to 
him who died for us, ^ that whether we wake or 
fleep, we fhould live together with him. 

Old Simeon found, that nothing .could reconcile 
him to death, fo much as. the believing view of the- 
LORD'S CHRIST, Seeing GOD made flefli ;^ 
feeing him as his own SAVIOUR, he was enabled 
not only to acquiefce in the fummons, but to wel- 
come it as a deliverance. — He was enabled to fay 
with compofure, and complacency., / LORD, now 
< lettcfh thou thy fervatit depart in peace' — ^^Not be*, 
caufe I am weary of this impcrfefl ftate ; not bc- 
caufe I am perfeft in divine love ; but becaufe. 
* mine eyes have feen thy falvation.*^— Though you 
may not like to imitate a Jew, .1 moft heartily wWh, 
for myfelf, Let me die the death of this moft ve-' 
ncrable Hebrew, and let my latter end be like his! 

If you It ill pcrfift in your opinion, that nothing 
can reconcile you to diiTplution like the imagined 
perfeElion of your love, not the bloody by which the 
faints overcame ; not the rightepufntfs^ by which 
they reign in life ; not the grace and power, which 
have fwallowed up death in yiftory ; I muft then 
caution you to take heed left you crofs, or attempt, 
to crofs the rtver^ in the boat of vain csnfidetice* 
You have abridged, if I miftake not, the Pilgrim's 
Progrefs, therefore, can be at no lofs to underftand 
my meaning. • 

One clavfe, I fald, — but I correft myfelf. — ^There 
is another, fo very extraordinary, that , you might 
jiiftly charge me with inattention, little fliort of 
ftupidity, if I (hould pafs it over without notice. 
Thefe are the words, — " If we were pierfeA in pi- 
<< cty (St. John's word is, perfed in love) we 0iouJUl ^ 
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<< {till be encompaiTed with infirmities, and liable to 
*• miftakes, from which words, or aftions might foU 
<• low,- even though the heart was all love> which 
«« were not exa£lly right/* 

This is ftrange i wondrous ftrange indeed ! Per- 
fedl, yet " encompafled with infirmities !'* Perfe<3:> 
«* yet doing aftions, and fpeaking words not exaft- 
*l ly right!". You are as fingular in yoi^r idea^ aa 
you are ilrenuous for the doBrine of ptrfeElion^ — I 
know not any Proteftant writer that pretends to 
maintain the latter, yourfelf only excepjted ; and aa 
to the former, I think it could never enter into'thc 
head of any thing living, but Mr. Wefley's only.— n 
Perfeft, ** yet encompaffed with infirmities," is juft 
as found divinity, as true, yet addicted to lying, i^ 
found morality. * , 

This is not the worft property of your notion of 
pcrfe(flion, that it is abfurd and felf-contradiftory* 
A fentiment may he abfurdj yet not very pernicious^ 
But thia is, an error of the mod malignant kind.. 
Thi? was at the bottom of the Pharifees' pride, and 
fpirited them on to ieek juftification by the work& of 
the law. They knew full well, that their obedience 
was not complete, it did not come, up to their fa- 
cred and exalted ftandard; but they had learned to» 
foften and extenuate their difobedienccjt into mat* 
ters ** not exaftly right."— This is the caufe, why 
people profefling' Chriflianity, fee no form or 
comelinefs in CHRIST, fo as to defire him, with 
defires tl^at cannot.be uttered- 'Tis true, they are 
not perfeft, they often offend 5— but then the of- 
ftnccs are only human infirmities; words and ac- 
tions " not exaftly right." ,, With this, which \% 
indeed " the fyren fongi" they lull their fouls into 
an infen^ibiiity of their ruined ftate, and a difire- 
gard of. the all-fufficient. REDEEMER. . 
'- * Curfed' (fays the law) * is.everyone,. that eon-- 
^ tinueth not in all things,', wlicther- they be great 
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or fJiialt.'i^And ilirill ytu regard tttat ss sr mttt m« 
finnity, and confiftent vrith perfe&ion^^ on irhn^ 
the divine bew dcnomiceB a curfe ? whidi the di- 
vine law thieateng with all naferr here, and witK 
everlafiin^ vengeance hereafter? The ap&ffle would 
prebably chaftne die author or ^ttor of fach a 
conceiti in the following manner; *• WBt thoa 
« knowi O vain man, that what them caHeft a laaf- 
« ter »• not cia^y right,** is moft horrftdf ^k>«< 
« in the eye of C<Mm infinite purity ; dekrm o* 
« temal death in the effmtate of *ia kifittite jfrfUeej 
« and cotrid never hx^thetn n^trdoiieS hut by tlW 
« atoning death of his r«fiiritely-«iajcftic«Ci3RP* 

*« Eneompatfed wkk iitfirmiries, yet the heart afl 
•• lof«( Words an# a€K<fn« not exaftly rigbt, J^ 
« the mzp:^ perfeakm P Thefe anealf pawdofe* 
ariuc^ I nirvier faw eQuaSed, only fti the wtitiitg^ « 
fome h%hvft»wn Papift*. Mr- Wttbefv words art 
not far from aMttanHatlon;. they arr, to *''**^i 
Ae fcnfc of ihofe very oflfenfive padTages^ wK«* * 
meet with in a coople of f oprft^ zeatet*. ^****[^ 
dius, intcrprcctr erf the councfl of TPrenf, wrfW 
tiusj <^*VeniaKa peceata tarn ftmt mfeuta^J^J 
" via, ut non adverftntur pcrfctftionr«haritari«> ^ 
•*injpedhTe poflbnt pefrfe^m ant aWohftam etedt^ 
«• entiam.**'^Lindemis» another ehampion f* **^ 
fcnie bad caufc, cxpreffes himfelf in ztttotctkg^U 
but in no fefe fHocking a manner, ^fh^^^ 
^ vHioh lapfuum quotidianorum, ai|)ergincy«*^'^ 
« Vttte funt : <pi* per fe non macnhnrt et cctf^ 

• VcsUl Tmm. arc ib«imttts sad n^vUl, di«t they- 4^ ^^ 

Safe the perJTedion of our love, nor can they iidfler o»«^ 
liencefVom being abibltttelj peffeA. \.^»(|M 

f TlM-lum«tnaiii0 fatilt^ #liiQh «M oMv^H tA^^"l!rT> 
4r i»iiUkes» »rf niM *ecfci> or sliiMia i*»pwvf*^,«^b7t. 

oa the body. wWcB of tbem&W^s do iMt ftato or •«»';. ,«;^ 
as it were^ i^ ^all |iarfidek df Amr duflr, figbtlt 4>^^*!rfci 
efcniliaa ilfi^,%^IVi|t iMoitMellrllf Ibs^w^H^^ tb«r^/^ 
wy be of tbomfclm VfdSi^ awklft aU ariii^. ifBfWf'^^' 
cvea in thit HTc. : 



l«¥.j^ A&VA^tOriKmCAtlLtk til 
« nahHf, .fed ^aA {MrivM^Ity ieviter afyei^at vium 
^ Cteriftkmam : nt inhtfomimi^ umen per fe iSnt 
^ perfe€la> tt nndi^fte imfnacidata rooatotiittr tpttz 
^ its hae vitft."*— If Mr. Wdky pl«*fc* W dcwMtf 
Acfc paiflkges, I kop6, he wUl be tmlaceil fb alter 
hbr pmarfe, and refliff^his notbtt8.-*^If he pleafea^ 
to t9»mftite thefe paffi^e^^ his foBiowtr^ nraf h^nre 
am ^portiiiutj df iiremg hew nearly he app^erachef 
ti^ fdiwe of the worft ^trorr of Popery; atid maty 
heme te >achiionilhtrf itoM ft> ioAibe^ wtdtouf Arei 
MMidifation, hk Ai^lrinesi Mr fubmit with air 
tmplietr ci«thiifty» to lri» 4iAa«e9w 

^ The chff^ of the hew are sdl aiffiirered.^*p^Ae 
iSat fehtenee Mr. Vftdefh highly offended. At 
the lion is faid to laib lumfelf into rage^ fo my oiW 
jcSbcit ilirs hiiAfeif vp into a graceful indfgiration ; 
ftirs ttm/i^, for there is nothiog in Ae paftge> e* 
in tbe> amttfxty to awaken fticb a thtmc e( seal. If 
Bfri Weiley had utideHfood Afpafio« aceordmg to* 
Ae whole tenor of his* difeourfe, t^ere weald have^ 
hetn no toovtt fot bringing CotnrC Zinzendorf upotl^ 
rile eatpet, nor for making that inpnrious' cOnclu* 
fion, •♦ Then neither GOD nor mart can cbtm any 
<♦ obedience to the law.'''— ''iTfia ie what iypafio* 
means: The elainia of the hw, ara co^nant of 
worfcai— the cbiihrof the Faw, a^betrfg' the eon- 
dition of itfe and glory |— tbe chim^ ef the hn^^ 
sis' ret^tiArmg perfeA obediend^ on p^iit of eretmif 
dtsfath; thefe daims ate aR f^ti^fi^ by thir mott 
Wcfled and gracious SaORETY.— H not, they arO 
ftill incuttAcnt upon n«, and upo» eV6ry chffld of 
man. A burthen this, wbici^ heithet « we not onf 
•'fitthcrs were abfe to bear,' whiehi heawr tSastAt 
fimds of the fea, wouH hare fiink- «y all into Ac 
netherrifoft h<iU.— ^TWs- dtf&t'me, itittefotey h not 
« Antmornianifm ^tkoitt a mafic 5^ hut it is Ac 
do&rhie of < rightcoafnefe wiehofK- works' V »thf. 
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of juftiiication ^ without the deede of the law *.' 
*« Then neither .GOD nor man can claim any 0- 
" bedience to the law." Yes, GOD Almighty may, 
and GOD Almighty does claim our obedience to 
the law; as a rule of life, he requires a conformity 
to its precepts, as to the image of h'hnfelf y he de« 
mands a performan(:e of its duties, as the means o{ 
bringing glory to his name, and paying CubmiiTipii 
to his authority. And none will be fo readily dif- 
pofcd, none will be fo effectually enabled, to obey 
the whole law as thofe who fee themfelves macl(^ 
righteous by the obedience of CHRIST, who are 
thereby delivered from that tremendous cui:fe, de- 
nounced on all ungodlinefs and unrighteoufhefs of 
men. 

' Afpafio thus exhorts his friend, — Let me defire 
you to imagine, rather may the bleffed SPIRIT en- 
able you to believe, that your fins are expiate4> 
through the death of JESUS CHRIST 5 that a 
righteoufnefs is given you, by virtue of which you 
may have free and welcome accefs to GOD.-— 
'*« This is npl fcriptural language," fays Mr. Wefley* 
Therefore it cannot be found doftriuc, is his way 
of arguing. Harmlefs enough I muft owm But 
^what follows is not quite fo modeft. « I would 
♦ " finiply fay.i" and furely what / would fay, muH 
be uneKceptionahly right : This is the" conclufion we. 
'. are to make j otherwife what you alledge, is of na 
: weight at alL-r** I would fimply fey, By him we. 
« have accefs to the FATHER." This is beyond 
all objediion proper .--*It is taken from the apoitlei. 
and it includes what Afpafio cxprcffes. — The apo-; 
ftle!s language is the ingot of,gold ; Alpafio's fenti-» 
ment is a thread drawn, of a leaf beaten from it^ 
Methinks, before I difmifs this topic, I would defirC; 
jou to turn back a moment, and rcconifider what 
you have affirmed.-*~Yo^ Qns are expiated^, is PO*: 
• • Koro. iij.>8* 
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this fcfipural language ? — What elfe meaneth that 
expreffion of the apoftle J Edf to ihaaitAa^tu luji aiaoj^ 
^iets 7« Afl». « To inake expiation for the fins of the. 
" people *J' — A righte9ufnefs is given you, is not 
this the fcriptural way of fpcaking ? «' They who. 
«< receive the gift of rtghteoufnefs^ fhall reign in lifeP^ 
--« By which yqyx \i2iy^ free-^accefs to GOD j'* is 
not this both the dialed);, and the do£lrjne of the 
HOLY GHOST? « We have accefs with confix* 
«< dcftce (not through our punctual performance of. 
«* any conditions, but) through the faith of him j" 
by a fiducial reliance on our LORD'S moil precious 
obedience, blood, and merit. 

•« I have feen fuch terrible effcfts of, this unfcrip-. 
♦< tural way of fpeaking." — Here I fancy you flip 
into a little miflake \ you forgot the di(tin£lion be-. 
twcen,the ufe^ jind the abufe of a dodrine, a diftinc^. 
tion which you can eafily make on other occafions. 
You have doubtlefs feen people, who ufe the inoft 
fcriptural way of-fpeal^^^ yet a£l unfuitably to'. 
their languages what reflections arofe in your minH),: 
and what inference did you draw upon obferving. 
fuch an inconfiftency ? You faid perhaps, <* Their ^ 
«« voice is Jacob's voice; but their hands arc the, 
«« hands of Efau.— Hence it appears, that they are 
<« hypocrites. — ^They pretend one thing, and are, 
•« really another.'* — Make the fame rcfleftion, .^rid» 
draw the fame inference, when you hear people, 
talking of imputed rigbteoufnefsy yet fee them loofing 
the reins to ungodlinefs; then you will be confiftcat. 
with ypurfclf> and with truth y afcribing the terri- 
. ble eflFefts, not to the wholcfomc doftrine,. but to 
the vitiated mind. '•■.■■: 

Where (in abounded, &c. Mr. Wefley rejcfibsu 
Afpafio's interpretation of this text, and ofiersonc, 

, * Heb. ii. 17. E/<T0/AfiWx€f6xat^.— " Ad cxpiare, /. e. ut cxT* 
^< piaret peccata populi^ quibus expiaitis, Deus nobis red4ei%tuf 
«* propiiiwv'*. ..... • . 
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4{ hia own I one, iA4iid!i Bd hat! givtit Ub a Ktrte 
while ilgo ^ and i^tt# ferves a ftcotidf tiitr^, without 
siiiy confiderable raristtom^ at otrr tabfc. — I di^tli)h- 
Ar refer the reader to page i S4. t^here he Will fin^ 
this text eonfidered, and Mr. VfeQtf$ cxpofltioir 
cafivafled. 

In this and the twt> folIoDtring pitnigf&pfc^ 70^ 
iind fault with the phtafe impmedi Jtt yau ftf, 
•« Cortcernifig the thing there is no ^twftl^rfi.** IftJtf 
Wi6iild difeatrd that particuhf form 6i et^refflorij 

Syou add, •* As to «he do£lrifve we arc agreed.** 
en, aceofdirtg \ks yonr own, confefBon, Jrfl thcfc 
your obje£lions are a mere ftfife of word8.^^ai^* 
ly ftwh t man d$ Mr. Wcfley fliptiH krtow ho«r to 
make a better tife of pen, ink, dfi* piiWf, than to 
Itiigafe about fetters a^d ftllablesr.-^^^^ff I tftought' 
myfelf cbntcncfing (5r:ily about thtl Jrfoft pi^^^Jt 

proper fdrttt of e*preAiftg the fame tftfrtg; I ftoo'^ 
be afli*med bf my cfttploy, amd w^irid" this Jtiflatit 
1*X down my pai ; whcteasr I apprtl^irtd, t6*t ^ 
art tfdt agreed asr tb do^tirte^ that there fe'^Wi**^/ 
rkl afid very wW^- dlflFetetJce betweeti trsf.^W^ *^' 
mort, 01: rather WjMtb i^, t&a«r anr LORDfl^ <**''" 
dience to the rtMjtaF law ii* profeflfed fubmiflSoir to 
ill authority, and in exa<3t ct^wformrfy td its p^- 
e^tpts ; his performatlce of att holy tfutied, a«f^ "j? 
c*etcife of a!l heavewly graccfs, that all this fe a* fl^^ 
dferrtial arid diffirtgpffied part of hi« mefit, tmt 
this is of higher digftity and greater Valde th^ 
the whole world, *nd all the righteoufnefs irt if*-*^ 
That the dhrhte faw n hereby more fietially to>n<^?^' 
rf, than it eotrld have been horrotrred fey the trfiiff- 
terrupted obedience of Adam and all his poft'^^i^* 
^ That OOI)'& jttftice, holinefs, truth, receive 

S* eater glory from thcfc umparaltelett jfis d ^p 
an from all the ftrvices of angelsr and me» *** 
their feveral wonderfel orders ; tUat thi» "^^ 
rijrhteoulhe(8. tocrether with his moft mcrtW*^ 
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Jiijinngu ax» the gf^ni wd eai)f« of mf 9Cfop&> 
sn^e with QOJ>, are the vfiy thing which prociUFef 
mxi eS^^ iQf indi&^txwt making xw not, hwctlj 
fcquitted firom gH^t, hiit tr«lf rigfaie^iis, y«9ii per* 
I^Oly r%ht99tta,( and that h^foipc the COO Qf m^ 
finite pe^^stratioft ;ind purity v^Thi^ is a vjicw pf ^ 
4o.drine^ ii^aonip^r^Uy magnificent an4 iaexpref- 
CLbJly comfortahle. If you agreie wirh your bknA in 
all thefe particulars) fpeak at^i ivrrit^ cpnfonxiably 
to fuph ^reen^nt s th^n fon will or^^r again hear 
fr<^m Woj m this maiPiiwr# neither will he uec^We. 
a.»y njqre fwch favp^iF^ froiw yon a«. the letter ww 
unic^ (;p^Cld^xHiwi fjjhi^n we/haU ¥e pejrfeftly joui- 
ed together '< io %H {^m^rwndf aii4 m the timn 

A}99l <h}9 uni0n> I Uuf ifi not & eaffly la be 
cflFe^4.--3Wx. We% ftiJl vif<fts^ a»d ftiU urgef, ; 
"The au^hprity <rf^ wr church <wki^H Afpafio 
<^ pl^a49 aM ©f rtw>fe flmwpnt 4jvfii#«f (wh^ tcfti- ; 
if «fM>n]r A(pa/i9 ^4gfi9)i i^%not imck ^eife par- ^ 
<« tipylsMT fprpf^s pf e»piPr9ipn-*-^Juftifiwiion thro' 
imputed iig^li9Q»rne<W ^f hei^g m^ fighteoua 
through the obedience of CHRIST^ I fuppofe are 
the forms of exps^ffiqa i^tepdcd^ Th^fe, if feems, 
none of the qmoitatjpnA f0^4»» ifiMfij no, nor 
t9uch^ in ^sfi^ W^jBuey'ft Ofifiiwa %% 1^11 1 faiit I am 
inclined to hope, th^l ^ gf(9^9l3al%^ 9£ ffaders will 
be of a difierent perfuaGon, and allow that the 

fvptp^ipn^ %pd th^ 9i(pjre9i<in6 iioii^h wd f«femW« 
OQ^ a^^Pthc^r^i ^^ nfiv^ ?9. thp win^s pf tbe chrrju.-? 

V I^pe^ ft|?t \^^^ Nol PC* fc*? TniQft we ifM& 

htpr^ T^cpMtfe l«? 'fom« oih^r amthorky ; wd 6>ch ^ 
9A^ I hav^ ^ hmi ?s yp^ W0u}d haidly veiat^^, 
or ev^n wi^ !;<> pinf^i I <Aea« the aitthorsky 4»f 

* ^Ui (be ^•rubims werf of cyi|e i^eafur^, and ^ne fize e^ 
and tli«tr wings toochtd one another in the midA^ of tjie hoiUls,. 
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• * 

John Wefley, M. A. who declares^ in his cxpofi-- 
tion of the New Teftament — J" This is fully con- 
w fiftent with our being juftified by the imputation 
« of the rightcoufnefs of CHRIST." Now I ftiali 
only remonftrate, in imitation of the apoftlc ; « If 
«« thou thyfelf ufeft this phrafe, why wouldft thou 
/* compel others to lay it afide ? Or, why art thou 
** difpleafed with others, for a pradice which thou 
«« allowcft in thyfelf ?" 

Surely you will not fay, Impidation of rightcouf- 
nefs b quite a different thing from imputed right- 
eoufnefs. — Does not the former evidently include 
the latter ? Can there be a proclamation of pardon, 
without a pardon proclaimed ? Can there be the 
purchafe of an eftate, without an eftate purchafcd ; 
or the imputation of rightcoufnefs, without a right- 
coufnefs imputed? If others fliould afFed fuch Tub* 
tile and fclf-deluding evafions, Mr. Wefley cannot, 
Mr. Wefley mujl not, he has precluded himfelfi 
nay, he has, with his own mouth, given a verdift 
againft himfelf. Is it not recorded in thofe lincsj 
fubjoined to your character of a methpdift ? 

Let faith and love combine 
To guard your valiant- breaft ; 

The plate be rightcoufnefs divirie. 
Imputed and impreft. 

* . 

V 

This Imputed righteoufnefs was once a delightful 
theme ; your fong in the hbufe of your pilgrimage. 
Why is it now a burthen fome ftone, which you 
^ would fain (hake off from yourftlf and others ? 
Are you become rich in yourfelf, and increajed witb 
goods of your own acquiring? We know full well 
for what reafbn the pkrafe and the doBrine are re- 
jefted, exploded, and reproached by the Romifl^ 
fuperftition, becaufe they difplay, in the brigbteft 
light, the beauty of free gsace. They hold the 
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A}or againft all kind of human merit; they cut off 

?e?er]r die moft dlftant pretenfiou for glorying in 

.man, and-refer afU the honour of ialvation to JESUS 

iCH&IST alone. Admif ju(li£cattdn through the 

imputed righteoufnefs of CEbRIST, and the grand 

.bulwark, or the main pillar of Popery falls to the 

:£rDund ? while a folid foundation is laid for that 

triumph and gratitude, eixpreiled in the infpired 

bymn, * Let u8 be glad and rejoice' exceeding- 

4y« hut < give the honour* (all the honottr) < to 

• HIM •/ 

The righteoufnefs of GOD, fighiiies the right- 
eoufnefs winch GOD-mah wrought out. <« No ;**' 
jfays Mr. Weiley. Your reafbn. Sir, for this nega- 
tire ; A diild may deny : a man of judgement will 
idifparave. — ^Does not Mr. Wefley difprove, when he 
adds, *< It fignifies GOD'S method of juftifying fin« 
«* tiers?" — Juft as forcibly as the " Jews difproved 
« the Meffiah-fliip of JESUS of Nazareth, when 
*< they cried. Thou the MESSIAH I No ; thou 
^< art a Samaritan, and haft a devil." What they 
attedged wanted a proof, altogether as much as what 
they denied. — What Mr. Wefley here alledges is a 
tbread-^bave objediion, already confidered, and al^ 
ready confuted. Tet, (ince it relates to a point of 
die utmoft^ moment, and that which is th^ main 
hii^ of our controverfy, I (hall noube deemed 
officious, if, as the ihot has been once agaiii 
^cfchaicged, I once again lift up my ihield a- 
gainft It. 

"The righteouiiiefsof GOD fignifies, GOD'S 
** mediod of juftifying finners." We have already 
jfliewn, how low an interpretation this is ; how in- 
lipid in itfelf, and incompatible with the current 
language of fcripture: on the other hand, how 
fablime ^id confolatory is the fenfe which AfpaJSo 

• Rev. xix. 7 
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gives ! A rightooufnefs, which GOD HIMSEL? 
has provided, without any co-operation from his 
.creatures : — ^The rightcoufnefs of that moft exalted, 
yet nu)ft condefccnding SAVIOUR, who is GOD 
and man in one CHRIST ; a righteoufnefs dignifi- 
ed with all ' the perfedions of the GODHEAD, 
therefore worthy to be the comfort, the joy, the 
never-ceafing boafl of his people ; and fufficient, 
infinitely fufficient, to fave even the moft vile, 
the moft bafe, the moft defperately ruined fin* 
ners. 

This is a righteoufnefs, as much fuperior to all 
human attainments, to all angelic accompliihrnents, 
as the heaven of heavens is higher than a clod of 
the valleys. — ^This is a righteoufnefs which could 
never have entered into the heart of man or angel 
- to conceive, but will be the taufe of their admira- 
tion, and the fubjed of their wonder to endlefs a- 
ges. — This fenfe fully accounts for thofe rapturous 
expreffions of the. prophet, when fpeaking of the 
all-furpafling gift, he thus addrefles his fellow-fin- 
ners ; * Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion : fhout, 

* O daughter of Jerufalem ; behold, thy King com- 
« eth unto* thee ; — he is righteous, and having fal- 
« vation.' He is completely righteous in his natarc, 
has fulfilled all righteoufnefs in his life and death, 
and has thereby obtained for thee, a full pardon, a 
finiflied falvation, a fure titk to eternal glory.— This 
accounts for thofe more rapturous expreffions of the 
facred writers, when, in the fervour of their gra- 
titude, they call upon the wh?.>le creation to cele- 
brate the goodnefs of the incarnate JEHOVAH. 

. « Sing, O ye heavens, for the LORD hath done it; 

* ihout, ye lower parts of the earth : break forth 
« into fingiiig, ye mountains ; O foreft, and eveiy 
< tree therein, for the LORD hath' (in his own 
perfon, by his own obedience and fuiFerings) ' r<;* 

' * dvecmed Jacob, and glorified' (not human abi- 
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lities, not humin works, but) himjelfy and his own 
righteoufncfs, in the. reftoration of Ifrael *. 

In fhort, this is a righteoufncfs which exalts 
GOD'S juftice ; which magnified the law, difplays 
all his awful and amiable attributes in their f ulleft 
luftre. — ^To contrive it, was unfearchable wiWom ; 
to hseftow it, is invaluable treafure. — It anfwers, in 
the completed manner, all the grand and gracious 
purpofes, both of GOD'S glory and of man's fal- 
vation. True gofpel this ! glad tidings indeed ! ati 
expedient for our recovery, greater than our hearts 
could wifli. We may truly fay, while meditating 
cm this gift of confummate righteoufncfs \ * Where 
< fin has abounded, grace has much more abound- 
« cd.' The bricks are fallen down, but the moft glo- 
rious repairer of our breaches has built with hewn 
ftone. Well might the apoftle, having this fu« 
premely- excellent righteoufnefs in view, look down 
with the moft fovercign contempt upon every other 
(caufe of) confidence \ upon every ether objeft of 
truft ; and reckon them drofs and dung. Well might 
he declare that he would never be afhamed of 

* If. xHv. 23. Should any one fay, Is this the fenfe of the 
prophet? 1 alk, Is not this th« fuUeft, grandeft, divinc;(l fenfe ? 
Is it not a fenfe perfcftly true? 1$ it not warranted by the gofpel 
revelation? Is it not demanded by that declaration of our 
SAVIOUR; * They' (the ancient fcriptures) « t'eftify of nic?' 
Some writers, I am aware, inteipret this, and other fimilar 
parages, without raking in the unljpeakable WlefGngs of CHRIS T 
and his grace. But Ihefe inrerpv^ters feem to adt-a very inju-' 
dicious, and no lefs unfaithful part. — I will fuppofe them ex- 
pounding and illuHrating that great command of cheating pow- 
er, *' Let the earth bring forth grafs, and the herb yielding 
* feed."— Will they model their expofition, or fetch their iiluf- 
tration from what appears on the ground in the barren month 
of December ? Surely, if they have any tafte or judgement, 
they will form their comment, by the fertility, the plenty, the 
unbounded luxuriaocy of April and May. There is much tho 
fame difference between the righteoufnefs of an incarnate SA- 
ViOUK and all other gifts of divine goodnefs, as theie is 1-^e- 
tween the vegetable prod>iAions of tt^e vernft)} and .the almoft 
total fterility of the wintry months. 

T a 
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the gofpelj in which is this tnnifcendendy^noUe 
righteoufncfs) in all its magnificence, riches^ and 
giory. 

Do you think me radier too warm upon tlie {ob- 
ject ? Let me once again> remit you to St: Chryfo* 
Item ; read hie expofition. of' that cfaanrnng fcn^ 
teiicc, « The righteoufncfs of GOD/ Honj,- Sic 
This venerable father of the church fpeaksthe^diing 
as it is. He does not mingle our wine with vaterj 
but gives us the genuine truth, and* triumphs be* 
caufe of the t^uth* 

The do£)!rine of an imputtd righteoufnefi feems:. 
to hare been typically^ taught,- by* the renradEable 
manner of clothing our firft parents« All> tlisy 
could ijo for their own recovery, was like the patdi* 
ed and beggarly mantle of fig^^feavesv this tfaeyre- 
linqui(h, and GOD himfelf furnifhes them widf 
apparel ; animals- are flain,- not for foody butfaoTi' 
fice; and' the naked oriminaU are-arriayediwitilitiier 
(kins of rhofe flaughtetvd? bda(ft$«*^The^iVdMtf fe 
gured' the expi^on made by CttRiaTS dbathi tfie 
cMi/vg typified' thtf impumtionof his^righteooAmfft' 
" That does not appear," cries Mr. Weflcy. Afpa- 
fio has produced an authority from the. fadious Mil- 
ton. I couid. reinforce it by another from the eliS' 
g^nt Witfius; If yoti are not fatisfed with either, 
or both thefe teftimonies> I will give you a reafoit 
for the fentiment.-— The vi£fcims moft properly iha- 
dowed forth the expt^on of guilt, by the Redecnw 
er^s blood ; becaufe it is the pfeculiar end of ticA' 
fiee, to make atonement for fins ^ the clothing moil 
pertinently denote* the Saviour's' rightet)ufac6> 
which is defcriberf^ botfr by the' prophet and the a- 
poiUe under thievery image — < a& hath covered me^ 
« vrith the robe of r^teoufneft,' foys the- proph** 
Ifaiah. '' The fiiie Hticn* which arrays the bride or 
the Lamb^ < is the perfeft ughtcouTneis of ^ 



r<qii|^ T«fti»c^ or; ^ mh A^it oF ap^^f )« < upon ail 
< them d^^ beli^v^/ ad4€r t^e apofll^ Pawl* The 

niSiM^. if iHX to bf s^olniely^ d^cifi^et jfet to 
W; fomewhat more w«ight^ th^n ih^t atoia in 
j»ur fcifc, " Thi$» dot« »ot appear.^ 4* for fano 
ti^ati^Hi tjiia may Tdpy T^afo^lj ran)& a^MSMig the 
cfiefts of b^ing cleanfed by the blood, and adorned 
wiA the r^teo^fiHfe o£ CHRIST. JUk bief- 
fiag^ produce peae^ of confcicnce and love of GOD* 
Juft a$ <3CMniaodiotii4 clothing produces warmth, a»d 
Momotfs health. And wb?it is k^ve of GO}>). but 
holifiefa of heait in the feed,, and hQlinefs- of life 
iatiXe fruit? 

Aa this (the n^tur^ of irua holiaefa) is a matter 
q£ the bft importance ^ is a point, oa which tnuU 
tUodes^ I fear, are miftaken i I wUl leave it upper-r 
moft in your thoughts, in the readei's, ^nd in thofe 
^f,. Rbv. Sin, Your„ jko* 
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L E T T E R X» 

R&f^* Sm, 

Wl arc now entering npon a new* pfovincrf* 
Our bttfinefs 'wlA be ckiefly of the phikloL 
peat kind. "We ftfall treat principally , el wards', 

* Revs TneK, A, Tte J^iM>ei»)|tttJflty being in the pkira) nidii-i' 
ber, 1 think may be tranflated, jufthia ^n.tt'tbus ftunterir ahfalutA, 
A ^ighkeoufnefs of aU kinds, and all degrees, or comprehend- 
ia^ every kind, i|nd dcfeAive in no. degree.— Would yow fee 
the beauty of this fine linen, or the urardrobe. in which !i is 6c* 
pofited, confult tf. xlv. 94. Theroa and Afpafio, vol. II. 
page 7^. Zicc. the Glaf^ow edition, \ji()iy- where the palTagi 
Is explained, with copiourj\^fs and particularity; O Ithat it was 
alfo explained with a propriety and energy fuit&ble to its etoi- 
^eat importance ! 

T 3 
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But as the7 are the words which the HOLT 
GHOST teacheth, they are like the combs crefted 
in yonder hive. Not empty fyllables, made only 
for found ; but rich with divine fenfe, and f'uU of 
the honey of the gofpel, replete with the manna of 
heaven. — May this pen be, to the reader, like Jo- 
nathan's rod, when dipt in the delicious juice, it 
ehl'tghtened his eyes, refrefhed his fpirits, and cheer- 
ed his heart ! 

" Almoft every text,** you are pleafed to affirm, 
" quoted in this and the following letter, in fup- 
«* port of that particular form of expreffion, (im- 
•< puted righteoufnefs), is diftorted above hieafure 
<< from the plain, obvious meaning, which is point- 
" ed out by the context."— ;-Let us examine thefe a- 
bufed and diftorted texts, in order to difcovcr, 
from whence the misfortune happened ; how the 
violence was done ; whether by Mr. Wefley's pen, 
or by Afpafio's tohgut. : ' 

The firft is from the bodk of Job. , Which, as. it 
is greatly venerable for its antiquity, and Angularly 
to be regarded for its importance, I ftiall beg leavc^ 
to confider at large. — A (inner is defcribed, lying 
under a dangerous iicknefs \ and brought by the 
force of his difeafe, to the brink of the grave ; by 
the multitude of his fins, to the very bonters of 
hcU- In this deplorable condition, < If there be a 

< meflfenger with him, an interpreter, one of a thou- 

< &nd, to {hew unto man his uprightnefs \ then he 

< is gracious unto him, and faith, Deliver him from 
* going down into the pit \ I have found a ran- 
^ fom *.* 



4i( 



, * Job xxxiii. a3, 44. I have the rather chofen to lay this 
whole paffage before the reader, becaufe a new interpretation 
is giveji to the word mejjenger. Here it is luppofed to denote a 
faithful and fkilful minifter of the gofpe). In the dialogues it 
is fuppofed to defcribe our LORD JESUS CHRIST hi mfelf. I 
fcarcely kaow which fenfe to prefer. Perhaps both may be 
included, the author, asivcll as the inftrunaeiir, of comfort to 
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• • If there bq with him a cncffengcr* of the living 
GOD ; a faithful ambaffador of CHRIST, who 
may adminifter fpiritual ai&ftance to the poor a£- 
4i^ed creature. — < An interpreter,* who knows how 
to open the fcriptures, and rightly to divide the word 
of truth i who is a preacher of righteoufnefs, and 
can properly apply the word of grace,^ — ^This ia not 
every man's talent ; nor within the compafs of eve- 
ry man's abilities. He is < one of a thoufand,* to 
whom GOD hath given the tongue of the learned; 
enabling him to fpeak a word in feafon, and fuit 
the condition of each refpedive patient.-—* To (hew 
« unto man his uprightnefsj* that is, fays Mr. Wet 
ly, "to convince bimsoi GOD'S juftice, in fo pun* 
" ifliing him." . 

But is this the inilru£lion, which fuch a diftrefl"- 
cd fuflFerer wants ? Is this the Word of reconcilia- 
tion, which every true minifler, in ancient times, 
did preach, and in latter times does preach i Or is 
there any need of a choice inftrudor, — one (killed 
in the counfel of GOD,, to teach what the common 
di£):ates of reafon demonftrate? — In this interpret^ 
tion, I can . neither difcern the true critic, nor the 
clear reafoner, nor the found divine. 

Not the true critic. He would acknowledge, that 
the antecedent in diis claufe n«r* ani6 is not GOD, 
but manr To man therefore,, if we regard gramma- 
tical propriety, the pronoun his muft be referred.:— 
Not the clear reafoner ; he would obferve the cm- 
phafis of the word then *. Implying feme difcovery, 
or fome convi£lidn, in confequence of which, dc- 

the fick snd finful inan%— ^Howeveiv4he point in^debate between 
Mr. Wffley and Afpafio, is not affeAed by the different appli- 
cation of this word. His uprightnefs^ accoidmg to either expo- 
lition, maj fignify the MESSIAH'S otsedience and fufferings; 
tmiji fignify thefe things; provided thefe are the only j unify- 
ing righteoufnefs of a (inner ; the only way of obtaining the 
cUvine favour, and removing every evil. 

• Vcrfe %\. . . .. 
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livemncc from death ei^iieft, or iRkk wiikh it is 
conneded. Can tbU be a difcovery or a convi^fciDn 
of GOD'S juftke^ iu puniflung him? No* vetily.^ — 
Much lefs. thereibre caa I difcein. th« /$und dnnw. 
He tuiawsjL and affirOM conftaiuly,, that this i% tk<^ 
cooifequence of iht MEt^AH'S rigbt€ioufaefe a- 
IqiiqSl whichr being im^piited to the fiaatr^ bf« 
comtSf for the blefled purpofe of juftificationii i«b|io 

So that Afpafio feeia^s to ha^e die im|M)rt of Ua^ 
gu^e, and the fcopeof the context^ both oa. hii^ 
£kik. And I inay* venture to add, he has the eaa£»« 
latory geniuAol the gofpel, yet more ftrongly plead- 
ing, for hia interpretation. It muft yield \mt oold 
comfort, to tell a poor wretch, confined to the bed- 

• « nt ftfnghtne^^' Uff% Mr. Car>l, « chiefly mteoded bcrc, 
'* is th rigjjteoufnefs of CHRIST^ in and by which wc are recon-* 
** ciled to and made one with GOD. We never fee where our 
** Bprightnefs is^ till we lee there it nothiog that makto&us ft ant 
*^ uprisjl^t in the coiurt of hcsTen^ bwt OBly CHRl&T our rigb^ 
" eoufnefs.— 'This is the great duty of the nufTengers axid inter« 
** preters of CHRIST, to declare to rtanr this rightemiiheft for- 
^ hi» oprightnefs. Asd that hence it is (aa £Uh« fpeaks) ibat 
** GOl> 19 and wiU be gpracieus onto hin.^ 

Mr. Caryl, in expounding the book of Job, has> acquitted 
bimfelf like a tnaft'er in Ifrael. His thoughts arrbeantifu! an# 
aBiiftatied. His critic) fme are corredt and judieiout.. His lan- 
gaage^ confideringtiie time in which hb wrote^ is renarliabllji 
. jgiire and flrong. His do^^ines are trnly edifying,- becaufe ge« 
nerally fpeaking, they are etangelicai. — What is a v^ery neceP: 
{kry^ but very diffietrit taflr, ifrrjfiplaifiiogthiftpaitofi loriptiirei 
the conBeftiev of the lenkxammt is difeevefedy the heari^gt ftod 
dependencies of the argumene are pointed out; and the traufi- 
tloBs from one paflage to another, (hewn to be, not wild and dif^ 
orderly, bat jntt, regular and graceftil% 

The only fault attending this work, is prolixity. I wifli fome 
itilAi] iM^ w«uM, h^rof^ftegil^ U f&cppieost, rcnude^ it bsom 
efefoL I cannot but think, it migiht be^ » profitable employ for 
young ftnidente in div'iniiy, teexencife themfelves in abridfiing 
Mr. Garyl, Dr. Owee' upon the Hebrewsr Mr. Qhnrnock npoQ 
the attributes, or femeiueh v«ih»eble, but voInminQos antbori* 
Theft, and meay other works of the fame Inxpriant growth, 
would, if pat into J^e aUmbie, afford ut the very fpiri^ of tiie 
gofpel, and the richcft cordis t» tur fouls. 
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ef latigttifiimg,. and aiarmed with apprchennons of 
eternal vengeance ^ but cold ciamfort muft it yield, 
to tdi ftich a one,, tlut he baa deferved ail tins mi* 
fery, and is juffly ptmiflled.- Whereas, to inform* 
him of a- ti^teoiifnefS) fufficient to do away alt hid- 
tranfgvefiions; f^cient to reconcite hitiQ, and ren- 
der biin acceptable,' even to the cHaftifing GO&v 
ftiflkient to obtain hiS' deliverance, very probably 
fr6m dealhj^ moft alTufcdly from hell ;- thie is a Fe<* 
viving report indeed; Ifhiswill' make* the botietf, 
^prixich &n- and mifety had biaoken,. t^ rejoice; 

7>k9iv the (inner and the fuflbr^r^ attentive to^ this 
inftm^iDny and. appiying' this Tigfateoufnefsj^ ie mode 
partaker of pardon*. GOD, tte fovereign LORD^ 
oiF Me and d^aitH^ <*i6 gracsoBS unto him; and faith, 
in the gveatnefs' of his ftrengthr as- well as ia^ the 
multkiiSe of bis mereieSr < Deli^F him f txmi g&in^ 

< down into the pie* o£ corruption, a9 a- pledge or* 
Hs deliverance from- therpitccf perditions For ^h 

< have fo%md- a. ranfiim,' fati6fe£bory m mf hm^- 
and td mf jtiftkei I have^ received an af»>nementv 
in behalfi df thisi oncer obnoxio«i8). no«»^ reoondled^ 
ts^nfgrejibr; «p 

< Hr ihaU. rec^ve die* bleftngf ftx>m« thr LOftDy 
^ and* Kigkceonfticfs. ■-^This: you^ wiil tcnierMm^fk 
B«t have ytvt no- Hebcew lestieon td< infomv yooy 
that the ywcd whibh. fignifies ht^neft^ i^ vovf dif- 
femir froi» the expreffion. nfed: by the Ptaknift ^ 
He fays nirm, whereas holinefe is expreffed by rt|H 
Befidesi have you iiot'obfeTvedt&aej^t^r'isterptfeCa. 
tion^ would bettay die Pfaimift in|Qi appaorene taaito^ 
logy ? He had, vn the preeediirgi verfes, di^ljtyed 
t&e duties of pira;d»cal godltnefe^ afid tfhe graces of 
if^berent holinels. The- perfen^ he defmbes, poi*^ 
fefietf the kictei!,- and' prafti&s dir former. "StP hy, 
therefore, he fiiall receive bolinefs, wiien he has it 
abready) wouM not fuit David^s eorreSinefs -^ how*- 
eviev it ms^ fuit Mr. Wefley'a^ ^^sacft br< Mr. WeC- 
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ley's deiign. — In this claufe, the evangelical mora- 
^ft touches upon another particular, which enters, 
,zs an eflential part, into the chara^er of a godly 
man ; even < the righteoufnefs which is of faith ;' 
denoted by the bleffing of pardon, and the gift of 
righteoufnefs. Take away this, and there is no ac- 
ceptance with GOD. Take away this, and the 
gates, mentioned in the clofe of the pfalm, are Hh-, 
alterably ihut. Unlefs we are furnilhed with this 
paflport, the everlafting doors never lift up their 
heads^^ — ^If you exclude this peculiarity, the defcrxp- 
tion is very imperfe£i, and the pifture extremely 
deficient. Whereas, this adds the finiihing touch, 
and gives trus perfe£tion to both. 

.Several paflages are, quoted^ in which the word 
njrny occurs. Sometimes you would have it fignify 
mercfi {emttimes Jt^i^cation ; (omctiraes Jpotle/j bo* 
limfs. But what proof do I find, for eftabliihing 
ajdy of ;thefe fignificattons; which differ fo much 
fmoi qnfi another, and dill more ;froni the truth? 
Nothing but the cuftomary argument, "So it un» 
" queftions^bly means." — Now- you muft unqaeft- 
ionably know, at leaft every novicojn the language 
knows, that the gcnuiacand nativi^ fenfe of rnnjris 
rightesufmfs. The word expreffive of mercy is -mn; 
neither in fenfe nor ibund alike* — As to jufiifica* 
twif, the phrafe never denotes that bleffcd efie£k, 
btit the divine and meritorious cauTe which produ- 
ces it. 

. Shall I, in this inquiry, appeal to the beft lexi- 
cotiS) the moft approved tranflations, or the ableft 
interpreters i No, I will refer you to the decifion of 
an interpreter, who is fuperior to all lexicons and 
all tranfiations ^ I mean, the author of the epiiUe 
t9 the Hebrews. He tranilates this very w6rd, as it 
enters into the name of Melchifedec. And he tranf- 
lates it, not mercy, riot juftification, no, nor fpot- 
lef{j holinefs, but righteoufnefs ; even that right^onf* 
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nefSf whofe fruit is peace .with GOD, and peace in 
our own confcience. Now, will you play the critic 
upon this infpired writer ? and fay, Unqucftionably 
it means, not what, the apoftlehas determined ; not 
what Afpafio, fupported by his authority, has a- 
dopted 5 but what I think fit to didate ? . 

An oppofcr of our LORD'S imputed righteouf* 
nefs who had more difcretion or more fubtilty than 
Mr. Wefley,' would have argued in this manner : 
** The original word, I muft confefs, ought to be 
€i tranfla'ted righteoufnefs. This ia undoubtedly the 
« principal and leading fignification of the ternt. 
<< But then the circumftances and the context o- 
«« bilge us to underftand it, in the notion of mercyi 
«« of fpotlefs holinefs, or of any thing elfe that 
*« ferves our purpofe." — ^This would be more mod- 
eft and more plaufible, tho' not more juft and folid| 
than confident affertion. 

Suppofe we fhould admit this pretence, what 
does the critic gain thereby? Muft he not have re*- 
courfe to that noble and comfortable dofirine, iFor 
.-which we plead ? " Let the word be tranilated mercy. 
.Why is mercy fhewn to finners ? Is it not on ac- 
count of the righteoufnefs of their SURETY ? Let 
it be tranflated gooinefs. Wherefore is goodnefs ex- 
ercifed to rebellious men ? Is it not becaufe of the 
fatisfadion made by their crucified LORD ? Ren- 
der it whatever you pleafe, provided it conveys the 
idea of favour vouchfafed, or of the benefits con- 
ferred^ it muft terminate, ftill terminate, in that 
grand central point, the incarnation, obedience, and 
death of EMMANUEL. 

- < Zion fhall be redeemed with judgement* — " Af- 
«« ter (evere punifhment," you fay, — ^The Hebrew 
pvepofitton, fignifying after y is 'nn«. I find no trace 
of any fuch word in my. edition of the- Bible. You 
•may as well render or interpret the paiTage, in the 
midji. And then, if fome other critic fhould be in- 
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clined to traiiflate its i^fo^ or r§uitd about; we 
Should liave a Ui^ge tjompafs of .meaning $ but where 
mrettld precifion and exa^inefs be found ?r-^But whf 
i$ 2Uon to be sedeemed ^«r feveve puniihnieiit? 
Usw her ponifliment any influence or fway in the 
work of her redemption ? Does the punkflvment oi 
man pave the way fpr the falvation of GOD ? Are 
fincters to wait for pardon and reoonciliation, tm 
^hey have been feverely piinilhed ? This is very diC- 
couraging doiSlrine; and» bkiTed be GOD» it is ab- 
solutely without fbui>datioQ« The gofpel fays, < T^ 
« day» even to^^lay, finners^ if ye will hear his voice, 
<>ye (ball enter into reft.' You need not tarry tttt 
Mu have <been feverely chaftifed ; but this inftaot 
believe in the LORD J.£SUS« and you fhaU be ia^ 
«d. The LORD JESUS iias been wounded anil 
Jbruifed in your ftead. He has received all ithe pttiv , 
ifhmcnt which you have deferved. Yea, as a rao^ 
fomer, he has paid double, as a vii£linii, be has fuf- 
iered double *, for all your fins. — Conlideriog thefe 
^ings> I am ftill difpofed to abide by A^afio's 
plain and obvious interpretation ; not to go out si 
Jtty way, in .queft of the praeking brier and grieviqg 
thorn, when I mcieit with roCes and lilies in the 
xommon road* 

< In the LORD have I r#ghteoMfnefs.' This wiO 
jiot fatiefy our critic. It muft be << ihrougb^.the 
liORD. — ^Whut piddling critioifm is this, eyeB io 
4{afe it WAS true^ and anivvered fome fp^cious end 4 
But it ts hy no imeans tr^ue. £very bodnr ]inow9» 
ithat the pneCuc a %ni&es wi ; and eviery Dody hui 
Mr. Wefley would bluih to affert the tontrary. 
Neither does it atifwer any valuable end, n^it the 
ireverfe. It degrades the exalted fenfe, and fiypo- 
•verifhes the rich bkffiiig. To have a rightcouwefc 
in the LORD, is abundantly more expnefiive of 
iglorious grace, than barely to have righteouffieis 

♦ If. JcU *. 



LfeT. lo. ASPASIO VINDICATED. 229 
through the LORD. Mordex^ai had riches and bon* 
o\ix^'4hrmgh Ahafuerus, and his royal favour. Eit- 
her had riches and honours m Ahafuerus^ as Iier 
royal hufband ; he by J)eing a courtier, Jhe by being 
a confort to the moft magnificent mona^rch in the 
world. 

If Mr. Wefley piddled in the foregoing, he fplaJh- 
es in the following paflage. He aiTures us, that 
tyn'jypnp means fpotleft holinefs. This is really a 
bold ftroke in criticifm. But, like many other bold 
enterprifcs, it is likely to prove, not a birth, but an 
abortion. — u^t^ fpotlefs / You might as well have 
rendered it toothlefs. It has no more to do with the 
idea of fpotlefs, than it has to do with the idea of 
an ivory tooth, or a polifhed tooth-pick. Literally 
tranflated, it fignifies ages; and may denote the 
perpetuity of this righteoufnefs, and of its beneficial 
effects. It nvas from the beginning, it is at this 
daj, and it nvUl be even unto the end, mighty, to 
(ave. It is the one refuge and hope of (inners, in 
every age of the world, and under every difpenfa- 
tion of religion. Through all the changes of time 
it has been, and through the unchangeable eternity 
it will be their chief joy, and their crown of re- 
joicing. 

» What righteoufnefs (hall give us peace at the lad 
day, inherent or imputed ? To this queftion Afpa- 
fio has replied^ in a very explicit manner, by pre- 
fcnting us with a pertinent extraA from Bifhop 
Hall, and by commenting upon a moft important 
prophecy of Ifaiah. In both which, all human, 
righteoufnefs is fet afide, and our peace is derived 
entirely from the glorious SHILOH * 5 from him, 
who made peace by the blood of his crofs, and 
whofe name is THE PRINCE OF PEACE 5 having 

* Geo. xllx. 10. rrVnv Sebih, Nomen Meffiae pecuRare^ tran- 
' futllaSorem defignarts. That is, the maker of pe^ce, and the au- 
thor of trasquiltty, for rebellinus and wretched men. 

u 
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this heavenly blefling, and die right of c<mferring 
it, as the peculiar privilege^ or unihared prerogah 
tive of his crown. 

Mr. Wefley is pleafcd to deny this dodrine» and 
to afTociate with the Papifts *, in afcribing our 
peace (and if our peace, then our falvation) << parto 
<< ly to inherent, partly to imputed righteoufnefs/' 
—But does our church fo ? Hear her own words; 
*< We do not prefume to come to this thy table, 
<' merciful LORD, trufting in our own righteouf- 
<< nefs.;" much lefs then will fhe dare to approach 
his judgement-feat, trufting in any fuch thing.**' 
Does the apoftle Paul do fo ; Hear his osrn pro* 
teftation, « That I'may be fouftd in CHRIST, not 
* having mine own righteoufnefs, which is of the 

< law ;' which conGfts of my perfonal obedience} 
and inherent holinefs : but having this, as the founre 
of my peace, and the ftrength of my falvation, ' the 

< righteoufnefs which is of GOD by faith;- even 
that inconceivably*precious righteoufnefs, which 
GOD my SAVIOUR wrought, and which a finner 
by faith receives. — Did Mr. Wefley himfelf always 
do fo ? Let thofe lines bear witnefs \ of which nei* 
ther the poet nor the divine need be afliamed. 

My righteous fervant, and my SON, 
Shall each believing finner clear ; - 

And all who ftoop t'abjure their own. 
Shall in his ri^teoufnefs appear. 

Will that righteoufnefs give you pegce, which 
you aijure ? Or, is it pioiu^, is it prudent;, is it cpn« 

♦ The doarine of the Papifts, avoved by a writer* ^ 
^ their owft, is ; ** Our confidefice and hope in the day w 
"^ judjrenient dependeth, not only. upon our appreh«ifion " 
*< CHRIST'S mierits by faith, but alfo npon our conformity to 
« CHRIST, in charity and good worlM.'*^The reader may ft« 
this preTumption rebuked, and this error refuted, in Dr» fvit* 
annoutioas on the Rhemtfii Teftamenti i John iv. if* 
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fiftenti to truft in a righteoufnefs^ which you abfo* 
lately renounce ? That which you abjure (a ftrong- 
er word could not be ufed) you confider, not bardy 
as defpicable^ but zs utterly abominable^ Whereas^ 
that which gives you jyeace at the awful tribunal, 
muft not only be excellent, but incomparably ex« 
^client and valuable. — See, my friend, how < thine 
* own mouth condemneth thee, and not I ; yea, 
« thine own lips teftify agatnft thee */ O ! that 
you may return to yourfirft fentiments, and to your 
nrft love f ! and no longer expofe yourfelf aud 

Sour do£lrine, to be a by*word among the people. 
F you perfift iii fucb palpable inconfiftencies, who 

• Job. XV. 6. 
f TtiAi Mr. Wcfley may not be aOiamed to relraft a mifta^ 
k«n fentiment, I will break the ice, and lead the way. If it 
be ihameful to renounce error, and facrifice all to truth, I do 
very willingly take this (hameto myfelf. — In a cppy of verfci, 
which I formerly wrote, facrdd to the raemory of a generous 
lieAel^Nf^r, I Tenvember tHe follbwiitg lines: 

Our wantSy relieved by thy indulgent care, 
Shall give thee courage at the dreadful bar, 
And flad the crovm thou Ihalt for ever wear. 

Thefe lines, in whatever hands they arc lodged, and whatever 
elfe, of a like kin^, may have dropt from my pen, I now pub- 
licly dirclaim. They are the very reverfe of my prefent be- 
lief. Id which I^bopc to perfevere, to lovg as I have any being. 
Far be it from ifie to fappofe, that any work of mine ihould, 
in order to create my peace, or ch«riih ray coBfidence, bt ctu-^ 
fled 'whb CHRIST*S' mtft hh «f. I fpeak the words of our 
church, and I fpeak the fenfe of the prophet. ' 1 will truf^, 
' and not be afraid.' Wherefore ? Becaufe I am inherently 
holy ? Rather, ' becaufe GOD is my falvatiou.' GOD man.fcft 
in the fleih, h^s finiflied my tranfgreffion, and raade an end of 
my fio. And ia this mod magnificently-gracious work will I 
rejoice. 1 fpeak agreeably to the declaration of the HOLY 
GHOST. < Fear not, for thou ihak net be afliamed, neither 

* ihalt thou be confounded.* Why? becaufe thy inherent good* 
Bcfs fliall prevent , thy confufion ? No; but on a footing, infiu* 
Itely more foUd ; for a reafon, infinitely more fatisfai^ory. * Be-* 

* caofe thy MAKER ii thy hufband.* The coufequence of 
vhjch is, all thy debts and deficiencies are upoA him \ all hit 
confumm^te righteoufnef^ is upon thee. 

U 2 
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can forbear taking up that taunting proverb) < A 

< double* minded man is unftable in ail his ways ? 

But ilop. A pafiage from St. John is introducedi 
to fupport this opinion. << CHRIST died for us, 
** and lives in us, that we may have boldnefs in 
« the day of judgement."— That CHRIST died for 
us, and lives in us, I readily acknowledge : but 
where do you find any of the apofties^ from thefe 
premifes, drawing your conclufion ? St. John, whom* 
you quote, has no fiich logic. His inference is 
deduced from a very different topic. Yon give us a 
fragment of the apoftle's wcnrds ; why don't you ex« 
htbit the golden bowl complete ? We fhall then 
quickly perceive, that it contains a more fweet and 
falutary draught, than you have provided fqp. our 
rcfrefhment. 

lEjif TsTtd 7fm\^eu If AyefTfin fdi^ nyMy nd, Taffmuuf ^X"^ 
w rn nyffct xfunBH. Which we tranflate, * Herein is 

< our love made perfe£):, that wc may have boldneft 
• in the day of judgement *.* As you arc fond of 
criticifing upon the original fcriptures, here you 
might have done it juftly and honourably. Here 
you might have altered and reformed our tranfla-* 
tion ; while every capable judge would have owned 
your fervice to be feafonable and important. The 
true fenfe of /ueS* h^luhi', is Hvitb us^ or nvith regard U 
us. That is, GOD*S love, celebrated with inimi- 
table t energy and beauty in the preceding verfe ; 
GOD'S love, towards us is herein made perfedl ; 

• I John iv. 17. 
tO02o(«7flKr«fr/r> GOD is hve. This I call itamtabk. 
Nothing can tie. more fimple, yet nothing is more fublime. For 
my parr, I know not how to attempt an illoftration of the no* 
h\t fentiment. It ilrikes the mind, as light ftrikes the eye* 
No art can make this more bright ; and no paraphrafe carf 
make that more delicate, more majeftiC) more affe<^ngw— How 
flat feme of the fineft things faid by the ancient phliofophers; 
bow flat they read, when compared with this ammated-ftroke 
cf diyiu^ eloquence, the reader, iF he pieafes, may fee, i* 

CONTSMPLATIONS ON TH£ STAXRT HXAVSNS. ■» 
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this is its grand and crowning eflfed, that we fliould • 
have, not a bare hope, but an unappalled boldnefs 
at'the day of judgement. 

As though he had faid, GOD having reconciled 
'us to himfelfy by the blood of his SON; — having 
renewed us after his own imagei by his blefled SPI- 
RIT, tcftifying of CHRIST in our hearts 5— hav- - 
ing carried us through all the dangers of life, and 
raifed our bodies from the duft of death ; he crowns 
and confummates all thefe mod indulgent a£ts of his 
grace, by giving us an undaunted and triumphant 
confidence^ at the day of univerfal audit. — Accord- 
ing to this interpretation, your own text is againit 
your opinion ; and refers this joyful afTurance, not 
to our love of GOD, but to bis love of us"; not to 
inherent righteournefs, but to free grace *. 

Afpafio thus tranflates St. Peter's words ; * Who 
• have obtained like precious faith in the righteouf- 
•nefsof our GOD and our SAVIOUR JESUS 
CHRIST f. Mr. Wefley gives us to underftand, 
that this tranilation is wrong. It fhould be faith 
through — and not through • the righteoufnefs, but 
through the mercy of our GOD and SAVIOUR. — 
He will not allow the Greek prepofition ^ to fig- 
nify in ; though I can prove it to have been in peace- 
able poffeffion of this (ignification, for more than 
two thoufand years. And the fubftantiye J'lHOiocrwii . 
muft not denote righteoufnefs^ though it pleads, as a 
warrant for this weighty fenfe, the inconteftible au- 
thority of St. Paul. Give me leave to tell, yoii, ^ 

• .Should it be faid, in cafe you thus interpret the firft part 
of the tex»-j how will it conncft with what follows? Perre<Jlly 
well.— And none need wonder, that we flialL apper.r with fuch 
boldnefs at his coming: fince they cannot but obfcrre, that 
• as he is, foare we in this world.' We are a<fhiattd by Ws 
SPIRIT; we rcfl'mble hlmin all our converfation ; and hercc 
it is evident, that we are one with him. 

\ 2 Pet. i. I . To/^ liToltfJm HfMV Ket')(]i<n Tl^tV iV <i'l'MLlO(m'Y\ 

■ U3 
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Sir, that I can produce A multitode of proofs;, to 
overthrow your firft punj alteration ; but produce, 
if you can, a (ingle paiTage from the whole New 
Teftament *, to uphold your laft daring innovation. 
Here I cannot but obferve, you abandon your fa- 
vourite commentator Bengelius; of whofe merit 
and excellence you fpeak fo highly and fo juftly. 
He fays, in his notes upon the place. The righteouf- 
ncfs of GOD our SAVIOUR, is the righteoufnefs 
of CHRIST i which faith apprehends, and which 
is oppofed to a man's own righteoufnefs. — ^What is 
more furpriHng, you depart from your own com* 
ment} nay, you exprcfsly contradi£t your own com- 
ment. To edify the readers of your expofition, 
. you inform and aflure them, that this phrafe figni- 
nes " both the adlive and paflive rightcoufncfe" of 
CHRIST. To gainfay what Afpafio has advanced, 
yet more than infinuate, that it Ogniiies. no fuch 
thing, but only «« the mercy of our LORD.''* — ^Nay, 
to corroborate the true knfc, and determine the 
words invariably to the a£tive and pafiive righteouf- 
ncts of CHRIST, you. add, « It is this alone, by 
« which the juftice of GOD is fatisfied.'* If then 
Mr. Wefley would reconcile what he writes in his 
expofitory notes, with what he writes in his ani- 
madverfions on Afpafio, he muft maintain, that by 
the mercy of GOD alone, his juftice is fatisfied. 

I will not exclaim, on this oecafion, as you have 

too freely and not very genteelly done, in your let- 

^ ter to Mr. Law, " Exquifite nonfenfe f I" But this 

* * The righteoufnefs of GOD, the righteoufnefs of GOD 
* our SAVIOUR/ never denotes, in all the apoftotical wriiingsi 
the attribute of Mtrty. If it does, and Mr. Wefley can make 
it appear, t will coafefs myfelf midakeo, and thank/ him for 
correAing my error. 

f Mr. Weiley, in the ahridgemeni of his letter to Mr. Lav, 
inferted in the Prefervatsve from unfettled notions, has expunged 
this and feme other indecently-harfh expreiSons, In fo doing^ 
he has done well. Smce the €antem^tuous and the re^Hnkfui^ 
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I may venture tb fay, Conlradi£lioay didft thou ever 
know fo trufty a friend, or fo faithful a devotee ? 
Many people are ready enough to contradid others. 
But it feems all one to this gentleman, whether it 
be another or bimfelf, fo he may but contradiA. 

Permit me, for a moment, ferioufly to expoftu- 
late the cafe. Why fhould you be fo averfc to 
the righteoufnefs of our GOD and SAVIOUR ? 
Why (hould you ranfack all the (lores of your learn<« 
ing and knowledge ; nay, defcend to unwarrantable 
criticifms, and quite unworthy your fuperior abili- 
ties, in order to exclude this moft glorious truth 
from the BiUe ? in prder to exterminate this moft 
precious privilege from the church ? Attempt,, if 
you think proper, to pluck the fun from the firma* 
ment, $0 hide the light from our eyes, and with- 
draw the air from our lungs. But do not attempt 
to rob us of what is far more valuable than all thefe 
blefUngs, by depriving us of this ineftimable trea« 
fure, the righteoufnefs of CHRIST.— Which, be- 
ing a righteoufnefs immaculate, alUfurpafficg, di« 
vine, fwallows up and annihilates our guitt } as the 
immenfe waves c^ the ocean would fwaJlow up and 
annihilate the drop of i^k, that now hangs on the 
point of my. pen. — ^Which, being a righteoufnefs 
immaculate, all-furpaffing, divine, will prefent us 
before our GOD, and before his angeb, without 
fpot and blemifh ; in robes more beautiful than die 
colours of that refplendent bow, which is bended 
on the ikirts of yonder cloud. 

Therein < is revealed the righteoufnefs of 60D^' 
— « QOD^S method of juftifying finncrs.'' Sccthis^ 

» • 

even when regally defervjed^ cfttt have no tendency to eoafim 
our argument, but to. proYoke refentment. They are not the 
mod promifiog means of joining us rogethtr^ in the fame mind 
and the fame jadgement ; but rather the fure way, to widea 
the breach, and iiicreafe animofitoc. . 
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interpretation examined^ and this objeftion anfwer- 
cd before. 

We eftabliih the law, as we exped no falvation, 
without a perfed conformity to it *. — ^namely, by 
CHRIST. " Is not this a mere quibble r fays Mr. 
Wefley. — Quite the reverie. It is no low conceit^ 
but an exceeSing ferious and momentous truth. It 
is no play upon the found of words, but exprefles a 
doArine of great folidity, and of the laft import- 
ance. Tell me, ye that cavil at this method of efta- 
blifliing the law, by what other expedient you pro- 
pofe to effeft it? — By your paft condufl ? That, 
you muft acknowledge, has been more or lefs a vi- 
olation of the law. — By the prefent obedience? 
That, you cannot deny^ falls (hort of the fublime 
requirements of the law. — By your future behavi- 
our ! Well, I will fuppofe, that, in fome future 
period, you reach the very fummit of perfeftion. 
Still the law will have much to complain of, and 
will lay much to your charge. You have not mag- 
nified it by a holy nature. You have not prefent- 
ed it with the confummate righteoufnefs of your 
whole heart, and your whole converfation. You 
have not begun from the fitft moment of your ex- 
iftence, and perfevered in this perfeft conformity, 
to the laft breath you drew. In this cafe, either the 
law muft recede from its moft righteous demands, 
and the immutable GOD muft compromife matters 
.with his creatures, or elfe you can never enter into 
life. Unlefs you renounce all fuch impotent at- 
tempts, and arrogant conceits ; talk no more of 
"^ " prafliifing it, in its full extent,'* but betake your- 

* The reader is defired to perafe Arpafio*s own words, vol. 
Hi p»c. 94, 95. Glafgow edition, 1791. There his fenttments are' 
more fully explained ; but the paiTage is not tranfcribed, on 
purpofe to avoid increaiing the fize of this 'piece; which alrea* 
dy fwcUs to a larger bulk than the writer propofed.' 
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felf to CHRIST, ' who is the end of the law *, for* 
accompliihing that < righteoufnefs/ which its pre* 
cepts demand, but which the frailty of man cannot 
perform. 

* Thus we eftablifh the law, as the confulnmate 
ftandard of righteoufnefs; as the original condition 
of life; and as that moil venerable fyftem, with 
which, as well as with its divine Author, there ii 
no variablenefs or ihadow of changing. — And does 
this method of. fecuring the dignity of the law, hin* 
der or difcourage a dutiful obfcrvance of its cotn^ 
mands? If' not, your obje£iion derived from that 
well-known text, < Without holiuefs no man fiiall 
« fee the LORD,' is 

— — telum imbelle Jine i^u. 

If this be the mod-rational, and the mod fure way 
of producing the love of GOD, which is the very 
eflence of true.holinefs, then your objeft ion recoils, 
and falls upon the head of your own ^aufe. — Can 
there be a more powerful, a more endearing motive 
to love the LORD my GOD, than a perfuafion of. 
his ineffable, love to me, in giving his dear SON, fo 
to fulfil, fo to fatisfy the law on my behalf, that I 
am thereby delivered from all my offences ; am 
vefted with a perfedl righteoufnefs; and on the foot 
of juftice, as well as mercy, ftand entitled to eter< 
nal life ? 

» Rom. X. S'. " CHRISTUS, fahb, BenxeRus eft Tihof VOfMi 
juftittam et vitanij quam lex oftendit, fed dare nequir, tribuens.'* 
CHRIST is the end of the law. How > By bringing in that 
righteoufnefs, and giving that life, which the law fliews, and 
ihews the want of, but neither itfeif gi?e8y nor can enable us 
to acquire. 

<^ CHRISTUS, faitb Si. Auptfltae^ eft iegis finii, interficienf 
<< et perficiens.*' The ceremonial law he has flain, and taken 
out ofnhe way. The moral law he has fulfilled for us, and w«' 
in him. Inafmuch at through faith in his name, his ob€diencc> 
Wcometh ours. 
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«< Thottgh I beUere, that CHRIST hath Uved and 
** died for me, yet I would fpeak very tenderly and 
*< fparingly of the former.'' — How widely then 
does your prance difier from the apoftle's i * We 
* belieye^ and therefore have fpoken/ confidently 
and inceflUntly, in feafon, and out of feafon. Noj 
lays Mc Wefley, " We belieTe, and therefore wc 
<< ipeak tenderly and fparingly.''— *If you believey 
that CHRIST has lived for you, and fulfilled aU 
righteoufnefs in your ftead, furely you Ihould give 
him the honour of this wonderful loving-kindneis, 
and both preach, and talk, and fing of his goodnefs. 
It ihould be as a fire (hut up in your bones } and 
you ihould fpeak, that yourfelf may be refreihed, 
and your LORD may be glorified. 

But you « fear dreadful confequences :" What ! 
where the divine holinefs fears none ; and the di- 
tine prefcience fees none? Are you then more deep* 
fighted, to difcern thefe diftant evils, than omni- 
faience ? Methinks, I would not have fpoken thus, 
unlefs I had been wifcr than the SPIRIT of infpi. 
ration. — Do you not, by cherifhing and avowing 
fuch apprehenfions, find fault with the glorious 
gofpel, in which this righteoufnefs is revealed ? re- 
vealed, as its mod eminent article, and moil^iffin* 
guilhing peculiarity? — A doftrine taught, and a 
bleffing granted, and both from heaven ! yet not fit 
to be difplayed, inculcated, and infilled on ! What 
a contemptible i^ea miift this give of our holy reli* 
gion,-and of our holy revelation, to an inquiring 
infidel ? 

" I would never fpeak of them (the aftive and 
«« paffive righteoufnefs of CHRIST) feparatcly."— 
This infinuates, what Afpafio difavows ^ and what 
you cannot hint, without apparent injuftice to his 
lentiments. — I would fpeak of it (the former) as 
f* fparingly as do the fcripturcs." Here you appeal 
to thofe writings, which muft either condemn your 
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ConduA, or their own propnetj. At your leifure 
confider the cafe, and you will find the dilemma 
unavoidable. — ^In the mean time^ be fo candid as to 
read a (hort note, inferted in Theron and Afpafio, 
roL XL pag. 115; where you may fee, that the 
fcriptures are far from fpeaking fparing^ on this 
point, tt is their favourite and fundamental topic. 
It runs through them, as a golden woof through a 
warp of filver ; or as the .vital blood through the 
animal ftru£lure.— And whatever you, Sir,may be 
inclined to do, I hope no lover m CHRIST will 
be perfuaded to fecrete this invaluable truth of the 
gofpel. Shall yc^r^ a truth (kulk in a comer, ov 
fpeak (Mily in a whtfper ? No ; let us proclaim it 
upon the houfe-tops; and wifli, that the joyful 
found may reach the very ends of the earth. 

The gift of righteoufnefa muft fignify a righteouf* 
nefs npt their own. — Afpafio's expreffion ie, not 
originally their own. Originally he faid, with a 
view of hinting, that,>in fome other fenfe, it was 
and is their own ; their own, by way of imputa« 
tion, though not by way of operation. This word, 
in order to make the fentence appear abfurd, Mr. 
Weflcy drops. But whether fuch a praftice be free 
from guile, or what the apoflje calls cunning crafti* 
nefsy let the impartial reader judge. 

Afpaiio's interpretation of the phrafe, authenti- 
cated by the language of fcripture, Mr. Wefley fets 
afide ; and introduces another, Mchofe only recom^ 
mendation to the public ia, ** I come from Mr. Wcf-*" 
«« ley's pen.'* — Do you fo ? then we will allow you 
all proper regard. But becaufe you come from Mr. 
Wefle/s pen, muft you therefore difpkce proprie- 
ty, and fupplant truth ? make an infpired writer 
argue incorrectly, nayi jar with himfelf ? This is 
Tather too much for you to afTume, even tho' you 
came recommended by a greater name. 

<< The gift of righteoufnefs, fignifies the right<« 
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<< eoufnefs or hoHnefs whieh GOD gives to sfnd 
"Tiforks in them/' Let us.obfcrve the apoille's 
aini) and the procefs of his reafoning.— His aim is 
to Uluftrate the manner of our juftification. For 
this purpofe, he forms a contrail between Adam's 
tranfgreilion, and CHRIST'S obedience. Adam's 
tranfgreffion, which he himfelf committed, ruins 
all tl^t fpring from him. This is the leading pro- 
pofition. Now, if the facred difputant knows how 
to reafon accurately, or to draw a conclufion juftly, 
the conclufion mull be to this effefl ; fo likewife 
CHRIST'S obedience which he himfelf performed, 
recovers all who believe in him. Through Adam's 
difobedience, without the confideration of their 
own mifdoings, the former are made finners ; thro' 
CHRIST'S obedience, without the confideration of 
their own good qualities, the, latter are made right* 
eous. — ^Tho' I am far, very far, from difefteeming 
the holinefs wrought in us, yet what place has it 
here ? In the article of juftification it is utterly ex- 
cluded* It has no ihare in the accompliihment of 
that great work ; and every attentive reader will 
fee, that it enters not into the apoftle's prefent ar- 
gumentation. — ^Befides, if the gift of righteoufnefs 
fignifies the holinefs wrought in us, then we Oiall 
reign in life, by means of a perfonal, not of an im- 
puted righteoufnefs, by means of an imperfeft, not 
of a complete obedience. — ^Then all the people of 
GOD will be juftiiied, not by the obedience of 
ONE, but each by Jhis own, fcverally and diftinA- 
ly. Which is contrary, not only to a fingle, but to 
Hiany exprefs pafiages of this very chapter. 
. I ("aid, «« Every attentive reader will fee.*' — Some 
perhaps may fay within themfelves. Is not this fpo- 
ken in. Mr. Wcfley's manner? -the loofe prefump- 
tive way of arguing, which you blame in him ?— 
To which it is anfwered, I am far from refting my 
point upon this prefumptive proof: it is not the 
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pUbr which fuppqrts my caufe $ but only a feftoon 
which adorns my pillar. — However, was it accoiti* 
panied with no proofs fattsfa£iory to others ; it muft 
to Mr. Wefley, whom I fuppofe one of the atten* 
tive readers, have the force of demonftration. Hear 
his own words, in his coinment on this very por-« 
tion of fcripture. ** As the fin of Adam, without 
<< the fins which we afterwards committed, brought 
<< us death : fo the righteoufnefs of CHRIST, with- 
*f out the good works which we afterwards *per« 
«« form, brings us life *." — It is a righteoufnefs 
without the good works which we afterwards per* 
form : tlierefore it is a righteoufnefs, not originally 
our own, but another's. It is not that which GOD 
works in us, but prior to it, and independent on 
it. If Afpatio had fuborned an evidence, and pift 
words into his mouth, he could not have devifed a 
more dire£l and full confirmation of his dofirine, 
than this volunteer witnefs depofeth*— I thank you. 
Sir, /or giving me fo valuable an explanation of the 
gift of righteoufnefs and its blefled effe&s. I thank 
you like wife for furnifliing Afpafio with fo incon- 
teftlble a vindication againft the objections of the 
autlior of The Prefervative. 

The obedience of ONE, fo highly extolled by the 
apoftle, isXHRIST'S a^ual per/ormance of the 
whole law; — ^This you deny. I wifli you had fa- 
voured me with your reafons for this denial ; but 
my wi(hes of this kind are conftantly difappointcd. 
However, I will follow our LORD'S dire^ion, an^ 
do unto others, even as I would they ibould do ua* 
to me. I will give you a reafon for my own 0% Ai^ 
pafib^s interpretation. — The apoftle is treating, of 
Adam^s a£lual breach of the law. ' If fo, the proper 
antithefis muft: be CHRIST'S aAual performance of 

• Here Mr. Weflcy fpeaks \n pcrf^ft agreement with %t* 

% A. 
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the law.*— In the following verfcs he explains him* 
fclf. Let them be the comntent on our text, and 
the gift of righteoufnefs means, the rlghteoufnefr of. 
ONE: the obedience of ONE. This righteoufnefe 
we have in JESUS CHRIST our LORD y all other 
is inherent in ourfelves. Juftification by this right- 
eoufnefs, is alone confiftent with free grace ; jufti« 
fication by any other, is (inconfiftent with it, is) 
fubvcrfive of it. 

Fa*rther, as you are a critic in the Greek, yoti 
need not be informed, that St. Pnul ufes three fe« 
veral words, (/Vjc^«pt, Sijutto^vmi vTAJton. Now can 
you (hew any paflagcs, in which all thefe words arc 
nfed to fignify fufferings or death ? Nay, can you 
fhcw me any (ingle pa(rage, in which any one of 
them occurs in this fignification ? If you cannot, 
what (hadow of authority have ydu, for putting 
this conftruition upon the words ilf the prefent 
cafe? what ihadow of authority for faying, with 
that unlimited confidence, CHRISTS " dying for 
*< man, is certainty the cMef part, if not the ivholi 
« which is meant by that expreffion * ?"— If you 
attend to the tenor of the apoftle's argument, or 
inquire into the import of his language, perhaps 
you will fee caufe, not only to ^alter, but even* to 
reverfe, this your pofitive aflcrtion. 

Let me fubjoin ati extraft from St. Chryfoftom, 
fuited to this and the preceding paragraph; and 
worthy of our ferrous confideration. From which 
k will appear, that Afpalio is by no means (ingular 
in his fentiments, but fpeaks the dodrine of the an- 
cient church. Tw^t^ irir liw» Xpfr« o A/ise/ut* ires^ rwrof. 



* The obcdiente of one, Sf . Cbryibftom cKpounds by, fH^ 

T^da^aJJHp Would Mr. Wefiey Tenture to affirm, that ifyfi^ 
weily not doing iveli^ is tertaiuiy the chief thing iignified in X4- 

Tflpfeow/*^? A pretty daring critielfm this! Does not the word 
rather Signify, a courfe of well- doing; terminated {\£ yo» 
pleafc) In, not conftkuted by, a corrcfpMideat de«tli? 
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X^K-of roti g§ eti/7», kaSlotyt » J^iKeutrrfeiywaffiy ytywi ^|»» 

Ag>»r, I&nrgp ^/ EN02 cuAfems » Afiatfjiet uf rov KOCfM^ 
«iw^ x)» Ov;^ «( //FNOS le/utfffJwtfO^c^, to /*ff^0t* ;^, To Xf//ufle 

l^iPS '9ctfeLTr}ei^(MClQi* i^ ^oKiv^ OffTip /ia tw ^€ifetK9iK.:n E- 
KOS) tfi'^?fi>7if 0t/i«t^62A0i JCfitTerat&ta-fli^ o^ '?roAAa«* X4 v/c o^caI^i 

* I^V^Mfy «D capreffivc word ; it feenu to 4t»ofee fodi • 
|>rocurm^ of rigbte«uro«fs for OiMi^vs^ ai. coirtfpevdy with th» 
provifioD made, by fome hofpitable boufe-holder, for the dj^n-* 
gen who are come to be his guefts. In which they bear no 

psrt, either of the expence, or of the trouble. "Hf^tyts ffoi Tiijo, 
St^ rti Jkm Hki tmhor.; ham rem tiiki totfifan. Staph. Tbcih^ 
lit. in voc. 

t Cbrjfoft, torn, ITL pa^e 71, 7a. K^t, SavU* *' Adam ii a 
«*fype of CHRIST. Ho*^? hi this refpeft; as the former 
*^ wat the canfe of d«atb to all his defcendcntSj though they 
<< did not (like him) eat of thfl ff rbiddei) fruit ; fo CHRIST 
^ is the caufe (7po^era() author, procurer of ngbteoufaefi to ali 
*• his feed, though they have not (like him) been perfonally 
*< obedient; even of that rlghteoufnefs, which he finiflied for 
'' tts OQ the cro&. For this reafon^-— 19 afiarinn aiU apfr§p$t$aU 
" the honour of Has rigbteoufnejs to CHRIST; as a Vfori^ not v/roMihi 
** ly us^ nor wrought in us, hut completed far us on the curfei tree.-^ 
** He iniifts and dwells upon that very obfervable circumlUnce, 
*f One,, He itarates and reiteratca the empkatical word ONE, 
'< He introduces it again and agaiu, awd f ;m hardly prevail up. 
^on himfelf to difcontinue the repetition, As by one man fin 
*• entered into the world"— Through the ofirnce fii ont many be 
*^ dead-^Not as it was by mtf that finned, ^ is the free gtft-^ 
*^ The judgement was by me to comiemn^tion— >By me^ man't 
M offence death reigned by one-^Ki by the offence oionty judge* 
^ ment came upon alt men unto condemnation— As by the difn 
^f obedieiice vf mm aMoy wei« mack fiRners.-*Thiis doct the 
*^ apoftle again and again introduce the word ONE* and can 
** hardly prerail on bimfeif to difcontinue the repetition. Tf at 
^if a Jew flioirid aft, How can the world foe ihvcd by the well- 
^ doing of one, or by the obedience of CHIUST ? You mny be 

Xa 



244 ASPASIO VINDICATED. Lbt. io^ 
< That the righteoufnefs of the law might be ful* 
* filled in us/ That i$, by our reprefentative) and 
in our nature. — <« Amazing !'* cries Mr. Wefley. 
But why amazing ? Is not diis the commoirimport 
of the moft common a^^ions ? Do not you and I 
make laws in and by our reprefentatives in parlia- 
ment ? May not every debtor, when his furety has 
given full fatisfa&ion to the creditor, fay, I have 
Sitisfied, I have paid, in my bondfmau ? . . 

To invalidate diis interpretation, you allcdge, that 
the apoftle « is not fpcaking here of the cau/e of 
«« our juftification, but the fruits of it." Among 
all the excellent things, which, in your ftudics, and^ 
in your travels, you have learned ^ have you never 
learned, that between faying and proving^there^^i^a 
wide difference ? Never did I meet with a perfon, 
who feemed fo totally ignorant of this very obvious 
truth. — Well ; we muft take your word, without 
proof J but I hope, not without examination* ^* The 
« apoftle is fpeaktng of the fruit." — Is th^n the ful- 
fiUing of the hw, the fruit of juftification ? This is 
the firft time, I apprehend, that any fuch thing was 
deliberately affirmed. It is the eaufe, the adequate, 
the immediate, and indeed the only proper caufe of 
juftification. But the fruits rire peace of confcience, 
and love of GOD *, ihe fpirit of adoption, and the 
hope of glory. 

Shew me. Sir, where J^ncAiafut, in conjun£bion with 
TH vof4»y fignifiesthe fruits of juftification ; and not 
thofe demands of the law, which muft neceflarily be 
fatisfied before juftification can take place. — Eipc- 
cially, when the phrafe is corroborated by that other 
ftrong expreffion, TAifMiAf. An expreflipn ufed by 
our LORD concerning himfelf, and the defign of 
his coming into the world. Applicable to him alone| 

^* able to reply on his own principles, How could the world be 
'^ condemned by Che evil-iiolug of oue, or by the daibb«dieaM 
*• of Adam?'» 
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who is thgs end of the liy^4^r rigfaA^oOfn^fs; and 
defcriptive.t>f that obedience, by rwhich alone the 
law is. mag'nifkd. 

• Thi.& {enfe, fays Afpafio, agrees with the tenor of 
the apoftle's arguing. • " Not here ;" — ^replies Mr. 
Wefley.-^-Let us then confider the aim,- and trace 
the progrefs of the apoftle's reafoning. He is clear<- 
mg up and confirming that great privilege of the 
gofpel, < There is no condemnation to them that 

• are in JESUS CHRIST.' This, you will allow, 
is not the fruit, of juftification, but juftification it- 
felf. As this wants no argument to confirm it, let 
us proceed in our attention to the facred writer* 
Th^e ' is no condemnation to thofe who are true 
belieiyers in JESUS CHR^IST ; who, in confequence 
of this belief, walk not after the flefli, but aftet 
the SPIRIT. N 

. PerhapS) fome man will fay. How can this be ? 
fince even true believers fall ihort. Nay, they of- 
fend, and therefore muft be liable to the curfe. — 
For this reafon, they are delivered from condemna- 
tioii; becaufe the lawoj the SFlRITof life in CHRIST 
JESUSf that new difpenfation, introduced in the 
room of the old law, promifesthe privilege of par- 
don, and the gift of the SPIRIT j in which things 
the true life and real happineis of mankind confift : 
pKomife^.both freely, without any works, purely on 
account of the righteoufnefs which is in CHRIST 
JESUS. And hereby this new, gracious, blefled 
-difpenfation, < hath made me free from the law;' 
which convinced me oijtn; condemned me for (in \ 
and bound me over unto death. 

Thefe are glad tidings, doubtlefs ; but are they 
not attended with two inconveniences ? Does not 
this procedure deprive the law of its due honour^ 
9nd fcreen the finder from his deferved puni{h- 
ment ? — By no means. For that which was an ab" 
folute impojftbility^ on account of the (Iriftnefs of the 

X3 
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lafi^f and the nveahnefs of human nature^ GODf to 
whom nothing is impc&ble, has moil wonderfully 
accomplijbed ; hj fending his own SON, in the iiks^ 
nefs rfjinful ftejh^ to lire among finners, to come 
under their obligations^ aW perform the obedience 
demanded from them ; by fending him alfo to be a 
facrificc^r^ff; to be charged with its guilt, and 
undergo its punifhment. By this grand expedient^ 
he has provided for the honour and perfe£t accom- 
plifhment of the law. He has alfo condemned and 
funifhed Jfff, with the utmoft feverity. And both 
thefc in the flefb ; in that very^ nature which was 
guilty, dif^bled, ruined. 

Should you farther aft:, Wherefore is all this? 
To lay the fureft foundation, or make the moft 
complete provifion for our juftification^ ^hat the 
righteoufnefs of the law^ both its righteous fentence 
and its righteous precepts^ whatever cither of fuflfer- 
ing or of obedience it required from tranfgrefbrs, be» 
ing fulfilled in CHRIST; might he fJfUled in us : 
as it was all done in our name, and as he and we 
are one \ one in civil eftimation, for he is our Re>- 
prefcntative } one in legal eftimation, for he is our 
Surety; one in fecial eftimation, for he is^ ouf 
Bridegroom. For which caufe, his righteous ads 
are ours, and his atoning death is ours. 

There was a time, when you embraced thefe fen-* 
timents ; .when you had fuch views of things } when 
fuch language came out of your mouth, which even 
now ftands upon record, under your own hand. See 
your "Principles of a Methodift." If you have 
forgotten them, permit me to remind you of them* 
« CHRIST," you fay, « is now the righteoufnefs 

of all them that truly believe in him. He for 
" them paid the ranfom by his death ; he for them 
*« fulfilled the law, in his life. So that now, in him 
•• and by him, every believer may be called a ful- 
" filler of the law."— Since you pronounce my fenfe 
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of the apoftle's words uanatUTal, I adopt, I eipeufe 
your/ *■ ; aiid b much, the move readily, as it will 
puzzle fagacitjt itfelf, to difcern a difference between 
tbexn. 

« i totally deny, the criticifm ori i^nuuMrmn and /#• 
i< iMBwytrt/* Then be fo good as to fuggeft a better* 
Or, if this Ihould be fomewhat difficult, at leaft fisi^ 
Tour us with a reafon iqf thie^ your total cknial. 
Not a word of either. Strange !^ that a man of or* 
diiiary difcemment ihould offer ta obtrude upod 
the puUic fttch a multitude of naked, unfupporied^^ 
magifteriat afiertiotifl! ihould ^er be able to per«» 
fuade himfelf that a pbfitire air will pafs for de^ 
monitration, or fuppiy the place of argument I If 
this be to demonilrate, if this be to confute, the i- 
deot is as capable of both as the ]^ilofopher.<<-*May 
I nof^cry out, in your own ilrain ? O how deep an 
averfion to the imputed r^hteoufiiefs of CHRIST, 
does this Arminian fcheitle difcoter f iince }t wilt 
make a man gainfay, when he knows not why, or 
wherefore. 

St. Paul declares, that the * Gentiles who fol- 
' lowed not after righteoufnefs, had attained unto 
« righteoufnefs.* Upon which Afpaiio obferves, that 
the righteoufnefs here mentioned, could not be any 
perfonal righteoufneii. To which Mr. Weilcy re- 
plies, •* It was/* And to render his reply quite ir- 
Fefiftible, a perfed thunderbolt in argumentation i 
he adds, ** Certam^ it was/'— How, Sir I did they 
attain perfonal righteoufnefs without feeking after 
ft? Are jw« becoming a Calvinlft? you that had ra» 
ther be an Atheift? Could the zealot of Geneva go^ 
greater lengths ?— Afpaiio will not deny, that tbeie^ 
Gentiles were fan£tified, as well as juftified; but 

♦ Should Mr. Wefley fay, Though T ufcd thcfe weeds, f nc-' 
v«r intended tbem for a oomBient ao this |iaSkge.«»lf ymi did 
not, I imagine, the compilers fd Dur homiljes, ftprn, whoai th^ 
are taken» did. At leall^heir regarded this text as a foundsr* 
tioo^ a warraat, a proof of tneir doctrine. '* 
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he will venture to affirm, that no degree of £fth£tU 
tion can mak€ the perfons righteous,, who are once 
become finners. CHRIST, like Elijah, firft cafts 
bis mantle over them ; and then, like Elifha, the j 
ftfriUce ail and follow him. 

. The righteoufnefs which the Gentiles attained, 
could not be a perfonal righteoufnefs. " Certainly ' 
««it wa$." — Then.it was the righteoufnefs of the 
lawj whereas, the riehteoufnefs which they attain- 
ed, is esprefly faid to be ' the righteoufnefs of faith/ ' 
•^Then it was a righteoufnefs cohfifting of good 
works and gbdly tempers. Whereas, their right- 
eoufnefs confifted in believing, according to thi^ 
apoftle^s own explanation. * With the heart man 
^believeth unto righteoufnefs.' Then it was the 
righteoufnefs of man. Perfonal righteoufnefs sind 
implanted holinefs pafs in the fcriptures, under that 
denomination. Whereas, thefc Gehtjles ^ fubmit-. 
f ted themfelves to the righteoufnefs of^GOD." — ; 
If what thefe Gentiles attained had been a perfonal 
righteoufnefs, it would have been no ftumbling-^ 
block to the Jews. '£v6n they would hate, fallen in 
with fuch a fyftem of religion, as ihould afcribe 
Tighteoufnefs and falvation to their bwn duties and 
their own deeds. 
. - ., You fay .<* It was implanted^ as well as imputed/* 
Here then you acknowledge an imputed righteouf- 
nefs.' You yourfelf ufe the phrafe. You affirm it 
to be, if not the whole, part, at leaft, of the apo- 
ftle's doftrine. I wifli you had been of this mind 
when you began your letter. Then you would not 
have conjured nie, by all that is venerable and im- 
portant, to difcontinue an expreffion, whifrh con- 
yeys — your own — the apoftle's meanjng^-and the 
gleaning of the HOLY GHOST. 

You join imputed and implanted righteoufnefs* 
So, ifk cafe tfiis addrefs to yourfelf fhould pafs thro* 
the pritlter's hand, woulii I join a haridfome t^pe 
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and pertinent reafoning. Tet, I apprehend, vhen' 
you fit down to examine the eflay, you will regard 
piily the latter. — What you. afibciate, you afTociate 
properly. Th^ firft^ is the trunk, the laft is one of 
tjie branches which fpring from it ; but the apoftle 
ieems, in the place before us, to be confidering the 
firil only. The lad he referves for fome future og«! 
cafion. — He is fpeaking of the righteoufnefs, by 
which we are faved ; and that is folely the imputed 
Ti^CQufticfs of CHRIST. — ^le is fpeaking of the 
righteoufnefs, which was an eye-fore and an offence 
to the felf-conceited Jews ; and this was only the' 
imputed rightecAi(ne£s.of CHRIST. — He is fpeak^ 
ing of a.righteoufnefi, contradiftinguiiHed to that^ 
~ righteoufnefs which is defcribed by * he that doth' 
f thefe things ;^ and this can be nothing elfe, but 
the imputed righteoufnefs of: CHRIST. — ^There*; 
.fore,\ though love of GOD, and conformity to his 
image, though the pure heart, and the devout af« 
feAion are the infeparable. .concomitants, br'ra*: 
ther the genuine produce of inxpitted righteoufnefs;. 
yet here they come not under confideration. To 
force them into this pafiage, is to make them ap* 
pear out of due ieafon. Suclh an expofition may^ 
befpeak a zealous officioufne{s, not a-diilinguifhing' 
judgement ; becaufe it confounds the order of the« 
apbftle's plan V it defeats the defign of his argument^' 
if it does not introduce felf-contradidlibn into his* 
arguing. ^ 

This righteoufnefs came upon the Gentiles, * as< 
< the former. and latter rain upon the earth.' To* 
them was fulfilled the word fpoken by the prophet 
Ifaiah; • Let the fiiies pour down righteoufnefs.' As 
the earth ^engenderetb n<it the rain*, has not the 
lead influence in forming, or the leaft^ agency in 
procuring the rcfrefliing fliowers ; but only receiv- 
cth them, as the mere gift of Providence ; fo thfefe. 
Gentiles had not the lead influence in eSe^ing, nor 
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die kafl: agency in procuring this rightcottfnefs.«t-> 
When the good news came ii\to their territorrieti 
thc7 were totalljr deftitute of it ^ thejr were utterly 
vnconcerned about it^ they knew nothing at all 
eoncerming it. But (eeihg it revealed in the goipel; 
fi^eing it difplayed^ as the work of GOD^ and hear- 
ing it ofiered as the gift of GOD, they were not 
difobeaient to the heavenly invitation. They beiier- 
ed the report, they accepted the bleffing, and relied 
upon it for life and falvation.— Then, < as the rain 
*^ coming down and the fnow from heaveii) rfturn* 
^.eth not thither again, but watereth the easth^ and 

< mdceth it bring forth and bud ; that it may give 

< feed to the fower, and bcead to the eater:' fo^ 
diis ineftimable truth being admitted into the foul, 
CHRIST, and his righteoufneis, being received to 
dwell in the heart * ; allthe powers of intelleAua) 
saturc, or what St* Paul calls the < inner m«i,' are 
exhilarated, quickened, and fru&ified. They bud 
as the ro(e,.and blofibm as the lily 4 they bring fortiii 
the fruit&of inward love, of outward 'obedidnoe,t>£' 
univerfal godlinefs*. 

< For inftrudiom in righteoufnefs,' in the ri^t^ 
eoufnefs of CHRIST. << Was there ever fndi a 
** comment before ?" May I not aafv^ci, in your 
own words. Was thefc ever fuch a method of con^ 
fotatioa ufed before ?-^But yoa add,. << The plain 
^ meaning is, < for training up in holineis' c^ heart 
<' and of life." I wiih you had thought of ciifro«^ 
ducing this interpretation, by the following Ihbrt 
preface, << I take it for granted." Tou would then 
have been fure of faying 9m truth.^-^But if this does' 
not appear plain to me, as you fee it did not to Af-. 
pafio, methinks, you fliolild lend me your fpe^- 
des, or favour me with your reafons. 
- If you pleafe to eiamine the paflagc^ you will 
fiad.holinefs of heart and life, conqpvehettded in one 

* Epii. til. tf • 
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of tite preceding expreilions. I^rrA^ipSaicrir (ignifiesy 
Fear TCftoration <>f the man to a ilate of moral up* 
rtghtrreis 5 which muft include a renovation oF the 
mind,' and a reformation of the condufl. After 
this comes, very properlv, and without any tauto* 
logy, very needfully, and to the exceeding comfort 
of the finner, another moft valuable property of the 
fcriptures. They inftruft the reader in the ChrtftiaH 
rigbteoufnefs : in the juftifying righteoufnefs; in that 
myfterious^ bat incomparably-precious righteouf- 
nefe, which no other book in the world difplays, 
mentions, or fo much as hints. Yet, without which, 
we could never ftand in the judgement, never find' 
acceptance with GOD, nor be admitted into the 
reaitm of glory. — If you rejeft this fenfe, the apo- 
ftle's charafter of the facred volumes is very defec- 
tive; It leaves out what is their fupreme excellence, 
and moft diftinguifhing peculiarity 5 «w^hat is firft,: 
and above aH other things neccflary for our fallen 
mce.*— A traveller undertakes to give an account of 
ibme celebrated pidure*gallery. He defcribes the 
dmtenfitmis of the ftruflure, the form of the win- 
dows, the ottiamentB of the roof; but he quite for- 
gets, at lead, he totally omits, the article of the 
paintings. Is this a mafterly execution of his de*j 
fign i is this fatisfaftory to the hearer*8 curiofity ? 

* He fliail convince the world of righteoufnefs'-* 
«« That I am not a fin'ner, but innocent and holy.** 
How fl«t and jejune is this expofition ! Nothing' 
cam be mdre fo, to my tafte. — ^" Innocent and ho- 
«♦ lyr Is this all the SPIRIT witneffeS) concern- 
ing the moft adorable and infinitely-deferving SON 
0/ GOD i Does this come up to the inconceivable 
dignity of his perfon, and the immenfely-glorious 
jletfeaiOtt bf his work ? Is this fuffitient to com» 
fort the cotifcience, fmitten with a {thk i^ moft 
daYnnable guitf, and alarmed with the terrors of e^ 
..ternal vengeance ? 
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The whole claufe contains a platfonn or fumma* 
tj of evangelical truth; of that all>important truth, 
which minifters are to teach and preach; wfalclr 
the HOLT SPIRIT will own and accompany with 
his influence ; and which is thereby made the pow« 
er of GOD to the falvation of the hearers;— He 
(h%\l convince the world • of fin;* of the guilty and 
miferable date, in which all mankind are plunged 
by nature; and in which every individual perfon 
continues, fo long as he is deftitute of an interefl; 
in CHRIST, fo long as he believeth not in HIM^ 
who died upon the crofs, and is gone to the FA« 
THER.— Of « tightcoufncfs ;' he (hall reveal the 
REDEEMER'S mod perfefb and magnifieent right- 
eoufnefs in their hearts. That righteoufnefs, which 
fatisfies the juftice of the MOST HIGH, and brings 
complete redemption to tranfgreflbrs. T^eftifying, 
not barely, that he is innocent; fuch was Adam in 
Paradife < not barely that he is holy ) fuch are an* 
gels in heaven. Shall the eternal CREATOR, even 
sifper his humiliation unto death, have no higher a' 
teftimony than a fet of mere creatures ? Yes, veri- 
Iv; the HOLY GHOST will convince the .world, 
that CHRIST'S righteoufnefs is. the grand and ca- 
pital blefling, which the prophets uiretold ; and 
which .not only fulfils, but magnifies the law. ' That 
it is the righteoufnefs, the very righteoufnefs of the 
inean^ate JEHOVAH; and therefore renders everf 
(bu), to wh0m it is imputed, unblameable, unreprove* 
able, complete. Grlorious ofike this I worthy to be the 
Qbjeft of the almighty COMFORTER'S agency ! 
in performing which, he adminiftersftrong confola* 
tion. — Then he (hall convince of « judgement ;'. 
Qial| condemn and caft out the prince of this world, 
introduciiig a moft happy change into tlie heart and 
Ufe; Aitll begip and carry on the work of grace, 
ian#(sii|€atk>n, pWfiicoce ; and all through the joy* 
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fel icfiowledg9,.tiDtg€diec with the perfonal tj^ropri- 
«tk>n» of this juftifjing rigfateoufnefs. 

< That we might be made the righteoufnefs of 
< GOD in him.' Which cannot be intrinfically, but 
muft be imputativdy.-r-This interpretation ATpafio 
eftabliihedi attempts, at le^ft, to eftabliih from the 
feenor of the context, from the apoftle's antithefis, 
md ftom fexeral venerable names. But what ftre all 
thefe to Mr. WeflcT? Ho more than the arrow :ind 
the fpear to < leviatnan.' Nay, not fo much. That 
fcaly monfter < efteemeth iron as draw, and brafs as 
* rotten wood.* But Mr. Wefley, cafed in his own 
jfelf-fufficiency, efteemeth all the aftermentioned e* 
vidences as mere nothii^s. He totally dtfregards 
them* Reafon, gramniar, precedents, areedtpfed 
by his bare negative, and vanifli into an infignifi- 
cancy, not worthy of notice. 

When AfpaGo, fupported by fuch great authori* 
ty^.fays, T^is cannot be intrinfically, but muft be 
imputatively ; Mr. Wefley, fupported by his greiat* 
er felf, replies, ** Both the one and the other."-— 
But does he duly advert tp the apoftle's fubje£l, ok 
iioUow the clue of the context ? The fuiJeB is re* 
conciliation to GOD, juftification before GOD, or 
^iat, whatever it.be, which is implied in not impu* 
ting trefpafles. The context intimates^ that intrin* 
fic hplinefs is not yet tadcen intd xonfideration, imt 
is referved for the next chapter. There the apoftle 
txkortfr the Corinthians, mt to receive this infinitely* 
rich ff^^t of free juftification, in vain ; but to ihew 
its emcacy, ta ihew its excellency, and recommend 
it to the4inbelieving world, by an unblameaUe con* 
verfation, giving no offence in any things 
' Juftification then is the only point which the. a* 
poftle, in this pafTage, confiders; and Juftification is 
the fruit of imputed righteoufnefs folely, not of in* 
herent righteoufnefs in any degree. This we mtift 
.allow, unlefs we prefer the impoiitions of Trent» 

Y 
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licfim Ac confsffieniof osndnirdi. ^* £^iith fa^t 
<< unto U8> |c is not I dutt take swsy your fitis, iiMt 
'«< CHRIST only; and to him only i fisnd fou for 
^that fMirpofe, fiDrfaking ihemn all yaour -good 
>'«< vpotds, 'tfaoiigltfa, oad ^works, and only putting 
<^ your ttxA in CHiUST." Tbua Jpea^a, and thuM 
teacbes, oar refosmed cluncb«— -^ If any Me Af^ 
^ flat mam is juftified mihfif the imputation «f 
<< CHRIST'S tigfateoofoefe, or only by die rcHttf- 
^ iion of fins, avithoiit the coMopevation^^iidimrent 
^< grace and holy lore, let Um i>e aecnrfed *.^ 
Thus dogmatizes» and thus anathematizes,' that mo- 
ther of falihoods.— Chafe now yonr 6de. For mj 
part, I renottnoc and abjure itbe provd and in4<}oi* 
tons decree, ^if yon perfift in your piefent .opinion^ 
there will :bejm. apparent dmraMony between ^i«v 
felf and Rome, but an efleotial difibsence ^botraroMi 
yoorfelf floid il^alfio. 

<« GOD timugi Afm^ firft oiwurttf^ a^d tfafin 
^ fmi§s «rt ri^eous/' How? Does 430& :ae* 
count us ri^eons, <bdfore be makes oa fo f 1!hea 
his jndi^ilieRt as 'Oot accoTding to truth, '^ten ht 
^reckons «8>to be ri^iteous, -when wt are fealiy o* 
therwife. is not chk the language of your doo* 
trine i ^tUs itbe onavm^able anifequenee of y<oiir 
nottoo i Sut how har&, if not bomd, ^does it 
found in enrery car I ils '-not this abfolateiy irredon- 
Cileabk^writfatottr ideas of tfae^iipreme BEI^Kd^ and 
equaUy aaoonipatiUe with (JtediAaOss^f feripl»fel 
'There Mae 4re taught ib9tt&0DJf(/l^tt4k*^mig9d/f. 
' <»-rMark the nviords. Tijn»ftg$diy 4Me Hhe obj^s of 
the :diifine juftzficotiaii. But can he acooutit tfaa 
ungodly righteous i Jmpofifale (w^ow tben doe^ 
he -nfi: i Be iirft 'madces ^hem righteous f«--^Atter 

* ^ ^t 4|ttfs tllMerlt, •hemiiieni Juftificari, vel fo*a impitathmc 

* ja(litia»» (Tel Tola <r«mlffione peccatoruM, ascluAi gratis d 

* cbaii'atry anatiiema «(lo.* -SeiT. vi. eao. ii* 

+ Ajcrcetible to this, our church fpeaks; * In juftiftc^rion, 

* of Qiijuft^e are made juft before GOD'/ and adds, * TBif 
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'wteve ttiaaocor ? % ifenputiiig to thteni' die n^ieoi|C«^ 
nefs of his dear SON. — ^Then he pronooAees. tfieia 
9^faM}ii%: aodr 1110A tmdj;. He treat» tlien as 
tighteous^.dad ifciolBt juAly*. In flNrrt> then, ht a^ 
foiYCs them 'from gmlti^ awkipls tfaen^ for Ikis ohiV 
dbcea^ and niake» tKena heirs oif hispetsetnal Ufig^ 
dom^—Int the: geaod- trania£Hon|. thus regulated^ 
atercjr »nd tamth aneet logethcs^ Att luroeeed^ in^ 
llifi; moft: lK»QiDQiM» wA beftntiluk confifieneyi, 
iniA the fe^etsi^ afttribulcs of GOJ^;^ with bift 
^ifliQle tef€9iei wiU;, aad wkh all: hit ri^teoosr law*;, 
<< The! f^btm^^ which it^ GQB: iytfiki^ id 
^ both in^fd and jMfr«ir/w"-^Thea; it^ is kke tn>» 
^t^fwcaifiag Itneii andi woolk»i.|. the modoy mixture 
faffbiddifen- to. the IfraeUitGS. Ov» ^r^thcn lik^ ^>^ar« 
i4iq[^ athfoad. ci£ ther ftmeft .g«M^ wilh a hempeat 
cord^ or a %»d)t;r'st i»cb«:^The righftCA^fofffs which< 
is of GOD, is perfe£Vt. eio»&xmmd»c%, «v«rb«ftiMi^, 

Mot^ iaifiheimt'rigliiKQuCncAr yim^^m^iM hei^g 
jadge» afid )MMii<'09rii pen being wit»«ft^-*4ia: tboi 
jpigltfeoiifnefs whftcki$t>£ GOD» tj\e apoftk defirea. 
to he founds before the gresit 3»d terriibW tribunalk 
of the LORD. Hk ^li^a vight^autheii^ or 1^ 
ti^eouiJEiera whieh is inhe»ent> be: abando^s^ asr 
ab£c>itttely improper for this great purpofe % bt^ing* 
an more fitted to give hiot boldne&at the day-o£ 
jndgementy than dung and &kh are fit to intr odueei 
9 perfan, with credit and dignityi to court-. — -Thr 
rightequfnefa which is of GOIi is unknown to. rcj^- 
&n \ is revealed from heaven \ and without the; 
works of the law.^ WhereaSi the ri^teoufnels in^ 
kerenty is difcoyend>le by reafoa, wasi known to ^f- 
Heathen&s and con&ft^ in a oomfosmity of h^rt^ 
and life to the precepts of the lair.-rGy ^^^ ktter,. 
>«€ a£t,. we obey,, and ofler ouff fpiritval facrtScea^ 
unto GOD. By the fearmer> we w^ck nothings 

"h the 4tTork^ rock andt fdandation of Chriflian reKgion. Hbm, 
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we render notbiiig unto GOO^ bot. only reoeife 
of his grace. 

They are, - therefore, not tibe fame^ hut total^ 
diftinA. To blend^ and cofifottad thism, betraya 
onficilfulnefa in the wOrd of rtgfateoc^nefs ; deno^ 
gates from the honour of CHRIST, and t«aida to 
^heriih a legal frame, or, what the fcriptuie calia,* 
a spirit (f Undagt.-^li you- would apfMTove youtfelj 
« workman^ that need not to be a&amed, rightly 
diriding the word ctf tritth^ thus you fiiouhi fpeak^* 
and thua you ihould write; the righteoufQe(a-of 
GOD is always im{Miled. JSut, being imputed, it 
produces the righteoufnefs tnher^it. ^Beuig juftw 
fied by the former, faired from hdft, and rendered^ 
meet for heavm i we>are fan&ified alfo, and difpo« 
fed to lore the LORD, who has dealt fo bountiful* 
lywith us; and if to Iovjc, then^ to woribip faun^ 
to ierve him, to imitate him* * 

My faith fixes on both the merit»n§us lyi and a- 
twmg 4$a$b i)i CHRIST. << Here -we clearly agree.". 
*^How can you clearly agree, ^therwith Afpafio^ 
or with your&lf, W; with oommon fenfe? — ^How 
with Afpafio ? Since you queftion, in dired contra^ 
riety to his fentimeHts, whether the deathof CHRISiT 
be not the whole of what Sti» Paul ftyles the obedu- 
tnce of ONE. — ^How with purfeif? For did you 
not declare, a little while ago, that fallen man << is. 
« hot juftified* by perfeft. obedience ?" Is not 
CHRIST'S meritorious life perfe£l obedience ? If 
your faith fixes on this perfei^: obedience, is it .uot 
for the purpofe of juilification ? — ^How with omw* 
mou fenfe? Since you fuppofe, that the << fcripiure. 
<^ afcribes the whole of our falvation to the death- 
<< of CHRIST," fo entirely afcribes it to the de^h- 
of CHRIST, that « there was no need of his f aU 
<^ filling the-moral Xvffy in order to purchaCe re* 
^'demptton for us;'- what realon, or iliadow of 
reafon, can you have, to fix upon what sw^. call .the« 
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merit of Iik life ? If what you fuppole and aSnn» 
be true, there was. 90 kind of iBeritorious. efficacy 
in -MiS life. . His ' Itfe and all his labours were^ 
in this refped, a mere fuperflu|ty. Salvatioii might. 
have been obtained, and redemption purchafed, 
without their concurrence. Therefore, to fix up*^ 
on them, i^ to fix upon a phantom, and to' reft your 
hope$ upon a thing of novgit, 
' But ftay. Am I not repeating the mifcondu£l 
which proved fo fatal to the famous Earl of War- 
wick -and his forces ? At the battle of Gladmore, 
while the fcale of vidory bong in fufpenfe, they 
faw a confiderabk body of troops advancing%- Sup* 
pofing them to be enemies, the bowmen made a ^* 
neral difcharge, and galled them with their arrows. 
But they ioon perceived dieir miftake; that, they 
bad been oppofing their friends, and annoying their 
allies. Perhaps, by this time, you are become my 
ally. Tou may have feen your errors ; may have, 
edrre£fced your notions; faying, in ratificaUoj:i of 
both, « We agree.'* 

Tluit is, ^ I would no longer exclude the merito* 
<< irious obedience of CHRIST. But this, togethet 
*^ with his atoning death, I look upon as the only 
<<eaufe of my juftiiication. — ^This I call his right'P' 
<^ epulnefs; and this, being imputed to me, becoiadea 
^ my plea, my portion, and rational foundation for 
"my everlafting felicity. — This I receive by faith $ 
*< which I now look upon, hot a^ «onfiituting any 
<< part of my recommendation, but only as rece^K^ 
«< tive of the fulnefs laid up for me in CHRIST.-* 
<< Though the law of works faith. Do and liye; -I 
^^ am now made fenfibk, that the law of faith fays, 
« Be verily perfoadcd, that CHRIST is fuifiqient 
c^for tJiy acceptance, without any doing of thy own 
<< at aU.^-Since CHRIST is given to me in the fa* 
^ cred record, gwm to me as a finner, to be receiy- 

^ ed without vany conditions, I joyfuUy ac.cept the 

* Y 3 
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« gift. I ftm fatisfied widi hk dk>itig ami fuflfering: 
« thef are divtndy excellent, and infinitely fuffi- 
** eient : I neither wiih for, nor diink of .any thing 
«< more to obtain my eomplete falTation.^-This way 
M of falvation efieAnally excludes beafting.; ^nd aft 
** the fame dme produceff thofe defireable efifeAs,— 
« that lore a/f GOD ; that delight m his perfee^ 
^< tions; that Gonformity to his will; which die law 
« of work« rsquiret in vain.*^ ' 

If this k what yon mem by <* We agreed I 
^vould feal and ratify the agreement, with the laS 
wifh, and the hift words €$ the cefeebrated Father 
Panl> << Bftp perpeijtta/^ Be Ah the cafe, and you 
ftudl have not only %he right hand of fefiowfiiip, 
hut the right band of pre-em«nenee«^ — Qp^J ^ crave 
one favour in retum. Sifmifs thofe injurtoue infi* 
ftuations, which caufe your readers to fu^€^, that 
Afpafio confidera the meritorions life of CHRIST^ 
ieparate^*fr<im his atoning death. Whereas> he .af« 
firms them to heinlbparable, like the correfpondence 
of motion between the two eyes. Try if yau can 
make one of your dfyes^fnove to the tight,, while the 
«ther wheels off to the left. When yon have done 
this, then, and not fi^iihen, may yon have fome 
feafonable pretence fdrthefe your fuggeftions. 

Alas ! << quanta de fpe decidt 1*^ I find my hopes 
were too fangutne. We are not come tq the defired 
coalition. In this i^erv paragraph, yeu begin to ffy 
oiF. By talking of hr^puted righteoir^i^, yon teS 
iis, <^ We are expofed to an exceeding ^eat haz^ 
<< atd ; even the hazard of Ifving and dying with- 
*< ont holinefs«"--^Pray, Sir, have you feen a Iktte 
piece written on this fubjeS by the Rev. Mr. 
Wotherfpoon ? If yon have not, let me recommend 
tt to your perufal. In cafe you am tgnoraiit of that 
powerful inftuenee, which juftifiefttion through the 
r^hteoufn^fs of CHRIST has^ npdn fiinaificatiofl 
and true kallae% from thi^ treatUe y#H may ieam 
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fome T^loaUe ktio^legit. In. e^ the ^n^&^ of th'n 
trealife isiniftakeft, in maimainitig ^e in^iAyM?)^ 
coii4ie£lkm> of jviftifica^n'Wki^ tt^e godlim^lis; and- 
t^ fiever^failing efiksacy oB the REDEEMfiR'S" 
iiighteoufnefey to bring forth wtlHng obedi^ce in- the 
beUe^e? ; )e0u may htfte an oppovtuniiy o'£ redify^ 
Hig hi4r'fetitimeR^. You may gwe us^ rn^xMat aeift' 
publi€adoA> a prcf^etvfatvvc^ not only a^^inft >^«j^ 
tted, but dgamft. iiM»)|S«^^neti«irskt-rQHgioni 

TheMRi fp€akingof gems^ fays, wkennicety^po- 

Ufted^ and pn>i!tigal.<^ idieb hilrrtfi tbef ftaK^tcan- 

dvdkites fov a fd»t on thd M*n»0iAr fatr-one^s breaft.— ^ 

Thia difpleafes Mr. Weflef . 'Would he fhei^ have 

goni ]»]a€ei^'on tlic tir(^ or lafeivioufi^ breaft .^ Or 

would he have them put to 00 tife at all, b^t-buried 

m darknefs? Diil the ALBrllGl^rY pour fuch' bril- 

Uancy «p<m them, only thotti^y rtiight be configtw 

ed over to obfeurky > lM ho nm father array thenr 

with krflre and ^itb charms,, t^ac they might dK« 

play fometbing g§ hU own bf tghlneft ; ioeite hid 

tational creatures to admire hig tranfcendenl excels* 

kncy, and teach his' faithful people to apprehend 

dke emphafis of that animating promife, * Hii^J^ 

f OiaH be mine) in the day that I make up- my 

•jeDpeis/ - - 

' «« I can't reeonc^le tbi«^ m«h St. Paful. He fey»i . 
f* mi mth peurh f by a parity of reafon, nof with 
«« diaf»ond».*''^©o you rightly underftand St. Paul) 
Don't you dwindle hi9 manly and noMe idea^ \xSt^ 
atmeannefs and littlenefs- ol fenfe? fueh as bdki 
the foperftiiioas and' contracted fpirif of a hem^it; 
rather than- the generoust and* eitahitd teiftiper of a 
believer $ « M^ho ftand#' fa* tn the Itbeny, v^hiM^i 
« wkh CRaiST hath made him free?'— Our LORD 
fays not, they dntt are * Ipletididly appai^lled^* ar6 
appaitdled' imibitably to^Ohriftkifrity^ or in a man^ 
I aterineoftAftiM >wi«li>theriife«# d£ GODv^^^^ 
< are iaJctagt' iCONirtli/ and theicvdicfg is adtipted to 
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their ftatit>n. Neidier does St. Faul forbid the ttfe 
of pearls, or coftly anray, when a petton^s circam- 
ftances wi]l afibrd them, and his fituation in life 
i|iay requke them. He rather cautions againft the 
atu/e^ againft looking opon thefe glittering things, 
as any part of their true dignity, on which they va- 
lue wemfelves, or by which they would be recom- 
mended to others. Hie word is not €r^«^&i#» put 
9H *| nor p^i nvear f , but u^fJtmy adorn* « Let. 
*f them not place their excellency in fuch mean di- 
*^ ftin£bion8i no, nor coret to diftinguiih tbemfelves. 
<< by thefe fuperficial decorations} but rather by the 
<< fubftantial ornaments of real gocUinefs, and good 
€< works $ which will render both them and their 
<< religion truly amiable*'* 

. The apoftle Peter obferves the fame propriety of 
fpeech, and the fame correfbiefs of fentiment. 
< Whofe^orntng, let it not be that outward adom- 
• ing of wearing of gold, or plaiting the hair, or 
f putting on of apparel/ Was this an abfolute pro- 
hibition of the^ feveral particulars mentioned, it 
would forbid all kind of cloathing, or the putting 
on of any apparel. Take the paflage in your rigoroua 
fenfe, and it concludes as forcibly againft garmentsi 
as againft ornaments ; we muft even go naked, and 
lay aQde our clothes, as well as Oiir gems. Where- 
as, underftood according to the natural (ignilication 
pf the words («p o xo^/uof^ not «v td iviiffAA) it con- 
veys a very imporunt, and a very feafonable exhor- 
tation ; << Chriftians, fcorn to borrow your recom* 
<< mendations from the needle, the loom, or the 
5c toy*{hop. This may be the faihion of a vain world. ^ 
<< But let your embeliiihments, or l^at which beau- 
<< tifies and diftinguiihes your charad:er, be of a 
" fuperipr natilr^. Let it be internal : not fuch as 
^< the ihoep haie wore, or the fiIk*wor|xis fpun; but;. 
^ fiich 98 ^s peculiar to the immc^aL mindt or < the . 
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<« hidden man of the heart.- Let k be fubfiantiali 
<< not fiich as the moth corrodes, or iach as periflie^ 
<* in ufing} bttt < diat which is. not corruptible^* 
<* which betBg planted on earth, wtli be tranfplant* 
<< ed. into faeareni and being fown in times ^iU 
<< fioorifli to eternitft-nLet it be diat adorninfff 
^< whofe esLCellency is tmqucftionaUde, and < whofo 
<< praife is of GOD, enfm die ornament of a meek 
<f and quiet feirit:' which; will retideryoo, not in«» 
«< deed like the grandees of the earth, but like, the 
« SON of the HIGHEST y Shewing,, that you are 
«^ united to- him \ intensfted in him*; *and pavtakerf 
«< of ' his dhrtne nattird*" .. 

<^ In all things, I peveeivei you -are* too favoura* 
<< ble, both to ^ the defsre of »tbe fiefli, and the de-^ 
« fire of the eye/* — ^I- rather. think. Mr, Wcfley is 
too cenforious of otheio,. and 4eo indulgent to him* 
feif* Why may not Theron wear hia richly emboflf- 
ed gold watdi,^ and his lady- ufe. her golden buckle 
fet with diamolftds, as well as yo^ and I wear a fil- 
y$et buckle *, or make uibof our filver watch j Why 
may not an eai^ ora countefe f put on their* robesy 
fumptuotts with embroidery, or their <:Qronet, glit- 
tesing with jewelst as inoffcnfively, as you and I put 
on a beaver-hat, or trail after us a prunella gown t 
There is no neceffity for this our fprucenefs. A 

* 

* That Mr. Welley. may not fufpe^ I am plead in|: for felf- 
indulgence, I will give him my word, that T have never wore 
my. (liver buckles, fince I vas in mourning for his Royal High* ^ 
ncfs*. Heitlicr ibail i.bave one «ie»fy thought, Xi 1 never p«l 
them on again* 

-f Should it be faid, the perfons to whom St. Peter wrote^ 
were m mean cifcumftances ; therefore foch grifndecs are ou£ 
of the queftioa.' 1 anfwer, The ^rfons,/^ wIm^ib ^U P«ter 
irrQte, w^e aU ChriAians to. t|)e very tpi^oH the tvprld* A- 
mong theJe, though there may not be fwimjf grand, nor many 
noble, yet, blefledbe OOD, thei'e %rtfime. And when thefi^ 
gOb»RGeiirethoroelcnialerow% nwrtrtia, itwUltofi^ ^' 
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£ufttftii> J0£kec \iio»l<| ktop &^r b^cks warniy addl a 
fl^HjQ^l c»p our hoads^ a« :^FieU afr our moMt elcg^ni 
^ray. — Mel^inkt, thent&acp tve iWtlld either at>* 
ilaiii ham ait needlefe ikiery m enr own dre&» o9 
4lfe forbear to ccaCdBe k in others. Rathcnr, we 
0»ouid a}^ in dur i efpedtiWe. ftations^ aad ai3<{Offdki|f 
to out refpe^ive ekcttiBAaoee^ uje th^e thiMga a^ 
ttot abafing them;, remeoibef mg> tkal the fa{hk>i^ 
of tbiflr world pafiet^h, awa^* Lookiag therefbfe £b» 
lliat cky o£ the living GOD^ < Wihofe wall is of jai^ 
^ per, whofc buildifngs arc ef puic goM,. sad wkofo 
^ t9.iindatioii» are garniAed with all maoaer o£ pi^ 
* cious ftones;' but whofe exteraa^ iftkiKior is k»* 
finiiely fiurpafled by the ^ryi of GOD,, whkh 
lightens it,, and by the piKefence. of t)^ hA^SIB^ 
which is the light ttiefeof.-^WlKji* we are. bleJSedk 
wMh elear appf^heafiDOt o£ this iiif^abte ^9»f 
which (hall be rencaied;. wfaien we Hire under a| 
dcli^ful jftct^fiKfefiosi^: thai: GOO- haiHt. gtwett» lo «% 
this eternal life; ge«is wiU h^ra bul^liiikliiftie m 
wr eye,, and lefe ani le& attoeitiecit^ fof our heantv 
^ thepompr o£ this ttanfiesit woold. witt appoat net 
usy aa the palace oi Verfaille% or the gai^«n& of 
Stowej^ wottid appe^ur to: fame fup^uMT behag^ who, 
from an exalted, fland in aether^ fbojurld cKmieiaplaii^ 
t^e t^rraqiKaus globe ; and at ooe view take ift it% 
vafl: dimenfions, its prodigious revolutioxis, and its 
mofl;^ colons fufniture. 

** You are a gentle cafuift as to every felf-indtif- 
« gence, wluch a plentiful fortune can fupnifb.": — i 
would confidef the end for which thefe things- were^ 
created, and point, out and enforce th€;ir -proper im- 
provemeats. They were created, tiot to- tantalize,! 
hot to treat! us ; not to enfnare, but to gratify u$> 
Then they are properly improved, when we enjoy 
tliem wi4:h nu)der'ation„ and rea^eii them iaftru-* 
ments of ufefulnefs ;. when they are regarded as 
pregnant tokens of our CKEATOR'^i Iq,m€, and aft 



as-enAsarmg 'ffustemeitts of oar ^nitntu^. — ^WhaK 
jrcmeall my-eafuiftry, feinwltttpoii a maMm, whiiA' 
tiriW ii€ver be •cocnrereit^d; '> Every creature <4 
• GOD is goody if received \i4^ tliafnkfgmng.' ft 
18 nothing elfe, but an attempt to difplay what is 
affirmed ini^he ferttferdkufe, and to enfeiHse what 
is prefcribed in the latter. 

In tSie (ixtli letter^ in tfie Hintliy and inoAer t>artB| 
Thefon emittierates feme of thc^fineft pceduCHorisj 
and moft choice accommodations "which the <e9rthi 
the air^ <he4eas aSbkl,— In imitation of the apo- 
ftle, who in one femence expreiles abundantly 
more^ than -my three volumes contain; * He giveth 
« tt« all Aings richly to enjoy.*— In imitation of the 
Pfalmsft alio, who ^n -feveral of his fcymnij, efpe^ 
liially 4n Ffalm -civ. eelebratoe the profufc mnnifi* 
c?ence of JEHGVAH; profufc, .even in 'temporal 
\kzAn^y «nd with negard to-onr ammafl nature.— 
Boes eur nattwe caW for anything to Support 4t? 
Kere is **bread wkidi fliicengAefts man's lieart,* and 
is the ftaff -of hw AiS^, Docs oar nature go iferther, 
and e^etithangs to pleafc it? Here 48 < wine, that 
^iwafeetli gfed the* heart df man;' wgalrifg bis pa* 
hkte^ und exhilarating his Ipirits. Is out natnr^ yet 
mere craving and d^rous of famething to beautify 
k i Mere is « oil, Aat tilalccA 'flie face to *ine ?* 
ifhat l!he' countenance may appear both chearful and 
anriable ; tbat-gaiety may (paride in tiheeyc, while 
beaut jr ^lows hi ^hc cnedt. — ^Now I cannot pe»* 
(trade myftJlf, «or is all Mr. Wefley^'s rhetoric pow* 
erflii cenougli to convindc me, that it is ^ny difcre* 
&k ©T'any error to feWowfuch examples. * 

•**"But -I mention 'the exqtiiihe reiift of fut^etl 
^' and the deKcioufnefe xA Jiurgetm. And are ndt 
« fuoh'obfei^ations beneath Ac dignity of a min i- 
<*fteivof CHRIST?' Mr. Wefky doe^ not obfcrve 
from vviibmHhefe rernark&'ptoeeed. Not from AP 
iipao, but Theron. To make him fpeak ^e a mi- 
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aifter of CHRIST, dr lijce a Chriftian of the fiift 
rank, would be eatirely ou( of chara&er. ItwmiU 
bave betrayed an utter ignorance, or a total difr&* 
gard of Horace rule ; 

Redder e perfifu fcit ccmfummtia eu iqiHf 

HoMPever, I am witling to take all npon myfelf^ 
and be refponfible for tfa« obnoxious fentiments. I 
would only aflc. Is any thing ff»okea of, which the 
ALMIGHTY has not made ? and ihaU I tUnk ft 
beneath my dignity, to magnify the work of hU 
hands ? Is any thing fpoken of, which the At- 
MIGHTY has not beftowed? and fliall I think it a 
diminution of my chara£ler, to acknowledge the 
irarious gifts of his bounty ? H^s GOD mo$ bigk 
thought kt worthy of his infinite Majefty, to en- 
due the creatures with fuch pleafiog qaalitie«i a< 
rendered them a delicious entertainment of our ap« 
petices? and (hall I reckon it a mean unbecomuig 
employ, to bear wttnefs to this cotyiefcending in* 
dttlgence of the DEITY ? — ^Particularity in recount- 
ing benefits, is feldom deemed » fault* It comet 
under no fuch denomination, in m^ fyftem of eth- 
ics. If Mn Weiley has a better, in which neglefi 
and infenfibility are ranked ampng the virtues, I 
muflr undoubtedly, upon thoft principles) dropfl^ 
plea. Where they are commendablei mycondua 
muft'be inexcufeable; and if inexcufeable, Ifeafi 
irreclaimable. For I Oiall never be a&amed to take 
a fiih,^ a fowl, or a fruit in my hand, and fay, *' ^ 
« prefcnt this from our all bountiful CREATOR ! 
<< See its beauty, tafte its fwfietnefs, .admire its ex- 
*^ cellency, and love and adore the great Benelac* 
•• tor. To us he hath freely granted thefc, aflJ 
** other ^ielights ; though he himfelf, in the day* 
•< of his flefli, had gall to eat, and vinmr to 
** drink.** 
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- << But the mentioning thefe in fuch a manner, is 
«« a ftrong encouragement of luxury and fenfuality." 
<^^Ify to enumerate a few of thefe dainties *, be a 
ftrong encouragement to luxury, how much more, 
t0 create tticm />//, and clothe them with fuch invit* 
ing properties, and recommend tliem by fuch deli- 
cate attradives ? — But « the mentioning them iti 
f^ fuch a manner." What ! Is this an encourage- 
mtnt to fenfuality ? to mention them, as fo many 
inftances of divine beneficence, and fo many motives 
to Miman gratitude ? This, methinks, is the way t<^ 
prevent the abufe of our animal enjoyments, and to 
correfl: their pernicious tendency. This is the way 
to endear their adorable GIVER, and render them 
tneentiVes to love. And the love of GOD is a bet* 
ter guard againft luxury, a better prefervative from 
fenfuality, than all the rigid rules of the cloifter or 
monaftery. ' . 

Upon the whole, however well aiFefled Mr. Wef* 
ley may be to our civil, he feems to be a kind of 
lAale-content with regard to our fpiritual liberties ; 
thofe I mean, which are eonfigned over to us in the 
Magna Charta of the gofpel. 

We havcMiberty, through JESUS CHRIST to 
ufc not one only, but every creature of GODj 
and to ufe them inrz/anS^ified manner, fo that they 
fliall not fenfualize our affeftiocs, but refine and 
exalt them, by knitting our hearts more infeparably 
to their munificent CREATOR 5 according to tfea\ 
4}iaufe in the heavenly deed, * All things are yours/ 
This you would curtail and diminiih. 

We have liberty to look upon' ourfelves as jufti- 
fied before GOD, without any works of our own ; 
inade pcrfeftly righteous in his fight, without any 
perfonal obedience whatever ; entirely through our 
Reprefentative and Surety, what he has fufFered ih 
our name and in our ftcad. According to thofe 

• Thefcripturc calls theni, royal dainties^ Gen. xlix. ao. 
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gniciou8 declarations, < In the LORD have I right- 
eoufnefs :' and, < By the obedience of ONE ib^ 

< manj be made righteous/ Thid you would fupct- 
fede and aboliih. 

We have liberty to claim and receive this un? 
fpeakable privilege^ without performing any con* 
ditions, or feeking any prerequifites : having no o* 
ther qualification, than that of being loft finners, 
and needing no other warrant than the divine grants 
made and recorded in the word of the gofpel. Ac* 
^rding to that moft generous invitation, * Come, 

< buy wine and buy milk, without money and with* 
^out price/ According to that m6ft gratuitous 
conceilion, < Whoever will, let him take of the 

< water of life freely/ This you would clog and 
embarrafs. 

We haye liberty, through our LORD'S atone» 
ment, to look upon ourfelves as made free from all 
guilt ; to confider our fins zs abfolutely blotted out, 
never to appear again, either to our utter condemn 
naticm, or toour leaft confufion. 

The t^ee firA sirticlea of the diaiige, I thinki 
are made clear, too clear an<l undeniable, in th^ 
courfe of the preceding letters. Should you chal- 
lenge me to prove the laft, I refer you to your at 
fize^fermon. There you tell uifij that the fins of 
imc believers, as, well as of unbelievers, will be 
brought to lights and expofed before the wholf 
world, at the day of univerfal jqdgjenwnfc. 

Here I muft do you the juAice to acknowledgei 
that you have not, as in your epiftolary animadver- 
Cons on Afpafio, required your audience to aflent, 
merely becaufe you afiirm. You attempt to . cft^ 
blifh your opinion by the authority of Solomon? 
^ GOD (hall bring every work into judgement, with 
« every fecret thing, whether it be good, or whether 
5 it be evil/ But you fecm to forget, that the fini 
of the believers ate rat^im^a^ things that are 
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< CHRIST has blotted out, as a thick cloud, our 
« tranfgreffions ; yea, as a thin cloud, our (ins *.* — 
Coniider them as moral ftains, or caufes of defiTe« 
ment ; they are waflied away by the* blood of JE- 
SUS. And furely the blodd of GOD muft have 
as poMrerful an efftA on our fouls as the waters of * 
Jordan had upon Naafnan^s body f .— Confider them 
as contracting guilt, or deferving puniihmeht ; they 
are vacated; they are difannulled ^ ;lnd, like the 
Icape-goat, difmifllbd into 'the pathkfs inacceffible 
vrildernefs, tvhen fought for, they fiaiinot be founds 
—Confider them^in either of thefe refpefts, or un- 
der any other diaradef, and they are, not only co- 
vered or fecreted, but abolifhed. Juft as the dark- 
nefs of the night is aboHlhed, by the fplendour of 
this clear, ferene, delightful morning. 

Bring to out fight, if y6u dan, the millftone that 
is call into the depths of the fea. Reilore, to its 
former confiftence, the cloud that is difTolved in 
raiil ; or find oAe dteg of filthihefs in the new-fat- 
Icn faow ; then may thofe iniquities be brought a^ 
gain into nbticfe, which have been dotie away by ' 
the High Prieft of our profefiion 5 which have been 
expiated Jby the perfeft, moft effeiStua!, and glorious 
oblation of himfelfk— His people, when rifing from 
Ihe bed of deaths will hn'i^e no more confciettee of Jin 
hx themfelres. They are fully and for ever free, 
from the iaccufation of others } fo free^ that fin 
fliall not Xo^ much a^ be mentioned uiuo them ; no, 
nor even remembered by the LORD their GOD a- 

* tr. xltv. as. ys "^tAes, ^ Nuheula, Thus Houbigant 
traailates the words ; and, i think, very juftly. The iirft l'eem« 
tb denote an immenfe arraagement of cioudi, coveiing the 
fty; the fecond fignifiet a Idofe detached fragittent, fli^ntingf 
in th« upper regions. The firft fixed like a vanlt; the lai\ tail^ 
iog like a ikiff. This fenfe diverftfies the prophet's imagery; 
and, indead of tautology, prefehts us with a beaatifui gradai» 
tion, 

Z 2 
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ny more^ They are made holy, unUameabk, and 
unreproTeable in his fight. - And they (hall be pre- 
fented, at the great day, withoat fpot, or wrinkle, 
or any fi;|ch thing. 

Thus may we, and thus may ourrcaders, be pre- 
fented ! fo fhall wc meet each other with comfort 
at the awful tribunal, with joy amidfl: the angels of 
light, and with everlafting tranfport around the 
throne of the LAMB. — ^To promote this blefled e- 
vent> is the folc aim of thefe remonftrances, and 
tjie unfeigned defire of, . 

Rev. Sir, Your, &c. . 



LETTER XI. 

^. 

Rev. Sir, 

MY laft concluded with a fkctch of our Chrifti- 
an libertyj extrafted from the charter of the 
gofpcl. We have liberty — to ufe all the creatures, 
and- in a fanftrfied manner- — to confider ourfelves, 
as made perfectly righteous, through the obedience 
of CHRIST — to receive this grand prerogative, 
without performing any conditions — to look uporf 
all bur fins, as totally and finally done away, thro 
the blood of JESUS. 

Perhaps you will aOc, Where is your liberty from 
the power of fin ? Does not this come within the 
extent of your charter ? Moft certainly. You in- 
jure our dodrine if you deny it: M'^e are undone 
irreparably, if we continue deftitute of it. Every 
other immunity, without this crowning privilege, 
would be like the magnificent palace and the beauti- 
ful gardens of Pharaoh ; W'hile fwarms of locufts 
fitled them with their loathed intrufion/ 

liut obferve, Sir, freedom from the dominion of 
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fin^ IS the refult of all the preceding bleffings. By 
revealing thefe in our hearts, and CHRIST the au- 
thor of them, the HOLY SPIRIT afts as the SPI* 
RIT of liberty. You are a phtlofopher ; you un- 
derftand tlie theory of light. From the afTociation 
of various rays, or the mixture of many parent-co^ 
hurs^ fpringa that firft. of elements, and beil of 
material gifts, light : fo, from the unioii^ and u« ^ 
uited enjoyment of all thofe heavenly treafures, 
^rings that moft dcfirable liberty, the liberty of rights 
eQufn^s.^-'^TKis is that truth which makes us free. 
This is that knowledge, by which we are renewed 
after the image of HIM that created us. And 
thefe are the exceeding precious promifes, by which 
we are partakers of the divine nature. Hence we 
are taught to love the I,ORD our GOD, and to 
delight in his adorable perfections. By this mc;ins, 
they look with a fmiling afpeft upon uSj and are 
unipeakably amiable to us. Under fuch views, we 
fay of iln, we fay of all our evil and corrupt aiFec- 
tionsy < Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate 

< thee ? and am I not grieved with thofe that rife up 

< againft thee ? I hate them with a perfect hatred j 

< I count them mine enemies.' 

Our SAVIOUR'S pbcdiejice. This phrafe dif - 
gufts Mr. Wefley. Therefore he /cries, " O fay, 
w with the good old Puritans, our SAVIOUR'S 
«* death and merits.^ — Afpafio fpeaks with St. Pauly 
« By the obedience of one.* — He fpeaks with St. 
Peter, « Faith in the rightcoufnefs of our GOD and 
f SAVIOUR.'— He fpeaks with the prophets Ifaiah 
and Jeremiah, < Itl the LORD have I rightcoufnefs 'y 
and, JEHOVAH is pur rightcoufnefs.' — ^Having 
thefe precedents, he needs not be very folicitous, 
' who elfe is for him, or who is againft him. 

Though not very folicitous about this matter, he 
is foraewhat furprifed at your vehement addrefsj 
that you (houid exhort him fb earneftly to << fpeak 

Z 3 



a70 ASPASIO VINDICATED. Lbt.iI. 
<« with the good oM Puritans." Has not yoar 
printer committed a miftake? Did not the claufc 
ftand thus in your manufcript? *« liVith mjr good 
<• friends the Arminians." They indeed difapprove 
this expreffion ; becaufe it is, when rightly undcr- 
ftood, a dagger in ^hc heart of their caure.— But 
as to the Puritans, they are, one and all, on the 
contrary fide. Their language is a perfeft union with 
Afpaiio's. They glory in the meritorious obedience 
of their great MEDIATOR. They extol his im- 
puted righteoufnefs in almoft every page, and pottr 
contempt upon all other works, compared with 
their LORD'S.^^Hiat will not an author afErm, 
who ventures to affirm or infinuate that the Puritan 
writers difufe this manner of fpeaking ? For my 
part, I know Viot any fet of writers in the world, 
fo eminently remarkable for this very doftrine, and 
this very diction. I faid, in a former letter, wc 
would inquire into this particular ; but the inquiry 
is quite unneceffary. It would bfe like UtiePs fearch- 
ing for the fun, while he ftands in its otb, and i? 
furrounded with ^ts lullre. 

" We fwarm with Antinomians.**- And vire 

muft fwarm with perforis whofe hearts ar<5 enmity 
againft the law of GOD, fo long as ysut tenets 
find acceptance. Who can delight in a law. Which 
neither has been, nor can be fulfilled by them ? 
which bears witnefs againft them, and is the ttlifti- 
ftration of death urito them? teftifying, like the 
hand'writtng on Belfhazzar's wall, « Thoti art 
« weighed in the balances, and found v/anting.'— 
Whereas, when we fee it fully fatisfied on our be- 
half, by our SURETY'S obedience-, no longer dc- 
nouncing a curfe, but pronouncing us blefled 5 rtoC 
. purfuing usMike the avenger of blood, but opening 
a city of refuge for the fafety of our fouls ; wc 
(hall then be reconciled to its conjftitution and de- 
figui we fhall then take plcafure in its precepts 
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and prohibWons. We (hall fay with the Pfalmift^ 
- « LORD, vrhat lort have I unto thy law ! all the 
« day long is my ftudy in it.*' 

< My mouth ihaH (hew fonh thy rightcoufncfs 
« and thy fahration'-*-" Thy mercy which brings my 
« falvation,* fays Mr. Wcflcy, in oppofition to the 
fenfe aflighed by Afpafio. Which fcnfe has been 
vindicated already. I (hall therefore nottcttcw my 
argumetits, but only cxprefs my winder. 

As Mr. Wcflcy is a miniftcr of the gofpcl, I 
' wonder, that he fhouM ftttdioufly fet afide, Wnat iat 
the peculiarity and glory of the evangelical revela- 
tion. «< Mercy which brings falvation," is what an 
unenlightened Jew might have preached; nay, what 
it more ignorant Heathen might have taught. But 
. falvation through a divine righteoufnefs, as the ade- 
quate and meritorious caufe thereof, is the diftin^ 
guifliing doi9:rine and the fovereign excellency of 
the.gofoel. 

As Mr. Wefley is a finner, I wonder, he ihould 
chnfc to weaken the foundation of his own and our 
hope. Why mercy akmf Is it tt6t better to put 
our truft in mercy, erefting its- throne on a propiti- 
ation, and thence holding forth the golden fceptre ? 
By the obedience of IMMANUEL, the law is f*- 
f isfied, as to its penalty ; Is fulfilled, as to its ptie« 
cept ; and is, in every refpeft, (infpeakably magnr* 
' fied. This Ihews us the Inexhaultible fountain of 
mercy unfealed, and every obftru^ion to iffe fret- and 
copious flow removed. 

As Mr. Wefley is zealous for the honour of 
GOD, I wonder, he Should not prefer that method 
of falvation, by which every divine attribute is moft 
abundantly glorified. This is notdpfie, bycxpcfting; 
pardon and acceptarice' from mercy alorte; but by 
expefting and receiving them, through our RE»tf 
DEEMER'S rightdoufnefs and blood. Then wef' 
have a difplay, nbt ofily of infinite tave, but of in- 
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flexible juftice, and of tncomprehenfible wifdom. 
Here they mingle their beamsi and jQiine forth with 
united and eternal fplendour. 

ConHdering thefe. things, I am ftill inclined to 
embrace Afpailo's interpretation of this, and fuch 
like paflages of fcripture, wherein falvation Is afcrib- 
ed to divine mercyi exercifed through the obedi- 
Qpce and 4eath of CHRIST, which gives as great 
a heightening to the bleffing, as the atmofphere 
gives. to the rays of light, or as the light itfelf im- 
parts, to the fcenes of .creation! 

Thofe divine treafures which fpring from the im- 
putation of CHRIST'S righteoufnefs. " Not a 
^ word of his atoning Wood.'* — ^I wifh you would 
torn back to Afpafio's definition of this phrafe, as 
It is laid down at the beginning of the conference, 
to be the ground- work of all the dialogues, and of 
all the. letters. You will theie perceive, that there 
is not a word of this kind, but CHRIST'S atoning 
blood is included in it. Without this> his righteouf- 
nefs had not been perfe£l* Without this, his right- 
eoufnefs could not be imputed. — ^Some people have 
a treacherous memory, and really forget things. 0- 
thers have a perverfe mind, and refolvc not to re- 
gard them. Whjcli of thefe is Mr. Wefley's cafe, 
I prefume not to fay, let his. own confcience deter- 
mine. 

Tis true, we " love to fpeak of the righteouf- 
^< nefs of CHRIST." Yet not becaufe " it aiFords 
** a fairer excufe for our own unrighteoufnefs." For 
indeed it a£Fords no excufe at all.. On the contrary, 
it renders unrighteoufnefs^ quite inexcufable, be- 
caufe it yields new and nobler motives to all holy 
obedience.'— But we love to fpeak of the righteouf- 
nefs of CHRIST, becaufe it is the moft compre- 
henfive expreflion, and the grandeft theme in the 
WfMrld.— -The rnffl comprehenftve expreffidh ; as it de- 
notes all that he has doii^ and fuiFered, both H^ 
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meritorious life, and his atoning b]ood.-**Tbe ^tf»^« 
ejl theme. Confidcr all thofe bleffings, . which have 
been vouchfaf^d ta GOD'S people, before our SA* 

' VIOUR appeared on earth; add all the blefiings 
which will l^-vouchfafed, until the confu nutation of 
all things \ condder all that good, which is comprifed 
in a deliverance from the nethcrmoft hell; togethet 
with all that blifs which is contained in the plea^ 
fures and glories of the heavenly ftate. All thefe to 
be enjoyed through a bouhdlefs eternity, and by 
multitudes of redeemed finners, humberiefs as the 
fands upon the fea-(hore. Then afk. What is thei 
procuring catife of all ? whence do thefe ineftima^ 
ble benefits ptoceed?. From the righteoufnefs, the 
fok righteoufnefs of JESUS CHRIST.—Is it not 
then worthy to be uppermofl in our thoughts, and 
foremoft on our tougues ? Might .not the very 
Itoiies cry out, and reproach our infenfibility, if we 
did not love to talk of this divinely-precious rights 
eoufnefs? ; • . - <' . .: ; •' ' 

Faille 15 a perfuafton, thai CHRIST' has (hed hU 
blood 'for mtf and fulfilled all righteoufnefs in .my 

^ead. - << I can by no means fubfcrifoe to tfaisrtlefi-i 
•< nitiont"— You migllt very Meiy fubfcribe to this 
definittoo, if you would fufier St* Petcf to fpcak his 
genuine fentiments. Defcribtng the faith of the 
primitive Ghtiftians, he calls it TUfiv & tf)t)uuwmit 
Jb^aith in the righteoufnefs. He: fays nothing of the 
atonit^g blood;, but does he therefore exclude it? 
He fpeaksof nothing hut the juftifying righteouf- 
nefa ; ^nd wiU .y(»u totally idtfcatd it ? It is the ccn? . 
ttal point in hb faiths and rfhall it have no place in 
yours I — * Righteoufncfe/ he* gfiures us, was ;the 
okyzQ. of .the. b<elicyfer*s. faith> even the righiepufncfi • 
« of our GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST/ 
But ho-w^ could this be the objeA of their faith, if it 
y^^9, not faffilied in their ftcad? Or how could they 
truly believe in thid righteoufnefs^ if they did not 
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regard it^ as performed for thenii and imptited to 
them? 

« There are hundreds, yea thoufands of true bc- 
f* lieveis, who never once thought, one way or the 
^ other erf CHRIST'S fulfilling all righteoufncfs in 
^ their ftead." — ^Then their faith is like the fight of 
the perfon, < who faw men as' trees walking.' He 
faw them indeed, but ver^ dimly, indiilm^ly, coii* 
fufedly; and 'tis pity but they were more thorough- 
ly inftruded unto the kingdom of GOD. — ^Not one 
of thofe thoufands, provided he fixes his hope whol- 
ly upon the. mcrhs of CHRIST, would rejeft this 
delightful truth, if it was ofifercd with fcriotural c- 
yidence, to his underftandihg. Rcje£t it! No furc- 
ly. He would joyfully embrace it,, if offered, with 
that fiQgle, but, undeniable evidence ; * CHRIST 
« was niade fin for d^ thowgh he knew no fin, that 
< we might be made the righteoufnefs of GOD in 
♦ him>' . 

- << You perfonally know many, who, to tlas houTi 
¥ have ho idcA of CHRISTS righteouiTicis.^'--Stsrc- 
iy then it behovts you, as a lover of fimis, aild as 
an ambafiador of CHRIST, to teach them the waf 
rf GOD-njore petftdly *. HSo doing, you will be 
employed mtich more fuitably to your funfiion, and 
Afiuch more profitably to your brethren, than in you? 

ETe£mt Mtampt« By which, you would weaken the 
ands, and defeat the defigns of thdfc, who ended*' 
tour to fpread abroad the favour of this knowledge, 
in every place 5 and who notwithftanding all that 
you perfonally kni^, muft unalterably pcrfift tn 
their metliod. Which is, to regulate their defiflJ* 
tion of faith, not by tbk ftate of your fttppofed be* 
lievers, but by the cxprefe declaration of the i|«* 

• Mi^. V^eAey cannot fay ; What I Teach adciftrine, wfcichi 
dlfapprove ! fince he himfelf has allow«d it« bat approved ih 
has fet his feal to it, again and again, in the coiirfe of tntw 
Matcmafkt. • ' ' :• ' ^ • ' " ' 
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erring word. And from this^ they have authority 
to maintain^ that faith, ii^ the imputed right9e6a& 
neb of CHRIST, is a fundamental principle to e<* 
Teiy believer, who underftands upon what founda^ 
tion he is faved. 

Thefe your acquaintance, though they hare no 
idea of CHRIST'S righteoufneis, yet " have each 
<< of them a divine evidence and convi£lion, 
** CHRIST loved me, and gave bitnfelf far tneJ* — ^In 
this cafs„ don't you take rather too much upoi^ 
you? Have you then the apoftolical gift of difcern* 
ing fpirits ? If not, it will be impoflible for you to 
know the man exclufive of yourfelf, who is certain* 
ly poffei&d of this divine evidence. You may form 
a charitable judgement or a prevailing hope^ which 
feema to be the utmoiil you can warrantabiy claim 
with regard to others. Aiid while yoii entertain this 
hope, we (hall allow it to vindicate the benev9lence 
of your heart; but cannot admit it as a proof of 
yt)ur point. That the people may be full of faith 
and love, yet have no idea of CHRIST'S righteouf^ 
hefs.-*^We would alfo caution you to take heed, 
left, through an immoderate fondnefs for increafing 
the number of your cMvert6> you are led ^..deceive 
yourfelf and others ; regiftering ^fe as real belie* 
vers, whom the LOR0 hath not regiftered. By this 
means,, you may be confirmed in your unfcriptural 
notion,, that the righteous ^I away^ and the faiths 
ful apoftatize. Whereas, they who fall awav, were 
iright^ous only in! appearance; and they wh6 apdv 
ilatSze, were no otherwife than profeffionaliy faith* 
'fuL What you fee drop from the.fky, is not a ftar^ 
but a meteor only. 

Faith is the hand which receives all that is Iai4 
up in .CHRIST. — Afpafio exprefles himfelf thus; 
CHRIST is. a ftore-houfe of all good. Whatever is 
neceffary to remove our guilt, whatever is expedient 
for renewing our nature, whatever is proper to fit 
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us for die eternal fruition of GOD, aU this is 1^ 
up in CHRIST. And all this is received by foith, 
for our application, ufe, and enjoyment. — To this 
Mr. Wefley fubjoins a word of objeAiou ; but not 
in dite feafon. Afpafio is difplaying the efficacy of 
faith; Mr. Wcflc/s argunient is levelled againft 
the indefe&ibiUty of fai£. However, as it is your 
favourite obje£lton, it (hall not be treated as an in- 
truder. •* If we make Jblpnvreck rf the faith^ how 
<< much foever is laid up in CHRIST, from that 
<« hour we receive nothing." 

Have you never heard of the anfwer,' which the 
Spartan States returned to an hifolent and barbar-* 
OU8 embafly from Philip of Macedon ? Tou may 
read it in the book you are cenfuring ; and receive 
it as a reply to this, and your other furmifes of this 
nature. It was all comprifed in that (ingle mono- 
fyllable IF.— A mere profc(ror may make (hipwreck 
pf the do£trine erf faith ; t, true believer docs not 
make ihipwreck of the grace of faith. No, nor e- 
ver will, unlefs. CHRIST'S interccffion be made of 
none effeftj < I have prayed, that fucb faith fail 
« not.* 

26^. Anfwere^l already, iii number ady. 

Afpa(]o defcribing the dreadful nature of the 
cofanmand given to Abraham, Cays, Thy hands muft 
lift the deadly weapon; thy hand muft point it to 
' ^he beloved breaft; thy owji hands muft urge its 
way, through the gufhing veins and the Ihivcring 
flelh, till it be plunged in the throbbing hcart.-- 
«< Are not thefe defcriptions far too ftrong?" 1^*J 
is fubmitted to the judgement of the reader. I 
would only obierve, that the more ftrongly the hoi^ 
rbrs of the tremendous deed are reprefented, the 
more ftriking will the difficulty of the duty appear; 
confequently the more efficaqious and' triumphant 
the power of faith. — « May not thefe defcriptions 
I .«< occafion unprofitable r^afonings in many read- 
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« ers?.** WT^at urfprofitabfe reafonings may be occa- 
fionrd, I do not pretend to guefs. But the jnft and 
natural refleSioHj arifmg from the conGdcration of 
ftzch a ctrcirmftance, is, *< What has faith wrought? 
« It purifies and exalts the afieftions. It invigo- 
<* rates and ennoHes the foul; makes it bold to un- 
«* dertake, and ftrong to execute, every great and 
*« heroic work. I fee, therefore, it is not in vain, 
•« that the fcripture fo frequently inculcates faith j 
<* lays fo remarkable a ftrels upon faith; and places 
*« it in the very front of all Chriftian duties." •This 
•'is the viftory that ovcrcometh the world,' over- 
cometh felf, overcometh all things. 

How could he (Abraham) juftify it to the world? 
•« Not at aU."— True;^ not to the unbelieving world. 
They wilt argue as Mr. Wefley on another occafion, 
^ What ! ftab his fon, his beft-beloved, his only fon 
«« to the heart ? Could the GOD of goodnefs com- 
«« mand fuch a piece of barbarity ? Impoffible ! I 
« could iboner be a Deift, yea, an Atheift, than 
*« I could believe this. It is lefs abfurd to deny the 
«» very being of a GOD, than 'to make him an al- 
<* mighty tyrant.**—But to the believing world, who 
fear the LORD, and hearken to the voice of his 
fervaiits, Abraham's conduA will never (land in 
need of a vindication, fey them it will be highly, 
extolfed^ and greatly admired. It T^ill be an unde- 
niable demonftration of the reality and fincerity of - 
his faith ; of its very fuperior elevation, and inyin- 
cible ftrength. 

You take' the' direfl: and certain way to obtain 
fnbftantial comfort. The righteoufnefs of our 
LORD JESUS CHRIST, after which you in- 
quire, about which yoti are folicitous, is a never- 
fdiling fource of xonfolation. Thus Afp^tlo writes 
to Theron.—-" What]' Without the atonement?" 
dries Mr. Weifey. To w;hich he adds, in a follow- 
ifig paragraph- 5 " S9 the death of CHRIST is ncJt 

A a 
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<< fo much as named." This puts me in mind of 
an objeftion, no very formidable one, made againft 
that introductory exhortation to the common pray- 
er, Dearly beloved brethren. So then, faid a candid 
examiner, women have no part in your worfhip. 
They are not fo muth as named. But I forbear. 
If you are not afliamed of repeating, I am afhamed. 
of refuting, fo frequently refuting fuch an empty, 
cavil. And, I believe, the reader is tired with us. 
both. » 

286. 1 have no great obje£lion to your ^tlteration off 
Afpafio's comment. Suppofe, we compromife mat- 
ters, and confider the oil poured on Aaron's head, 
. and emptying itfelf from Zechariah's olive-tree, as 
typical bothi of the merits and the SPIRIT of 
CHRIST -, which, like light and heat in the fun,, arc , 
indiifolubly connected ; or, to make ufe of a facred) 
illuflration, are like the living creatures and the. 
wheels, in Ezekiersvifion. * When the living crea-« 
'^ turcs went, the wheels went by them. When the. 
* living creatures were lift up from the earth, the- 
^ wheels were lift up.' Whitherfoever the former 
were to go, the latter went alfo. — For the fake of 
obliging Mr. Wefley, I call this a compromife. But ^ 
if he can prevail on himfelf to read_ the paraphraf« 
on the two paflages, without prepofleflion, he will 
find this afTociation of fenfes anticipated by Afpa* 
Co. 

Has the law any demand ? fays Afpafio : It muft. 

go to CHRIST for fatisfadion. From which you, j 

draw this injurious confequence, " Then I am not ] 

« t)bliged to love my neighbour. CHRIST has fa- | 

' « tisfied the demand of die law for. meJ* This ob- i 

'ie^ftion has already received an anfwer^ ^ 

1 fliall therefore content myfelf with fhewingi 
why I call your conclufion injurious. Becaufe, like- 
the deaf adder, it ftoppeth the ear againft my own. 
explication of my own phrafe.. A note is added, on. 
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purpofe to limit its fcnfe, and obviate your mifreprc- 
fentation. This you totally difregard, and argute as 
if nd fuch precaution was ufed. — The note informs 
you, that the law — the commanding law, is fatisfied 
with nothing lefs than perfeft obedience, and the 
broken law infifts upoii condign punifliment. Now, 
if it muft nor, for fatisfadtion to both thefe de- 
mands, "go to CHRIST our divine hufbund, where 
will it obtain any fuch thing ? who is able to give it, 
among all the children of Adam ? 

However, left we offend, needlefsly offend any 
reader, I promife, that, in cafe the providence of 
GOD and the favour of the Public call for a new 
edition, Afpafio ihall alter his language. Thu$ the 
paragraph fcall ftand ; « Does the law demand per- 
** feci purity of nature, and perfedl obedience of 
•« life ? R muft go to HIM for fatisfadion. Do we 
•* want grace, and glory, and every good gift ? Wc 
"•* tnay look to him for a fupply ; to HIM, in Hvhom 
«< it hath pleafed the FATHER^ that all fulnejs Jhould 
'« dwell:] 

For all his people — With this phrafe Mr. Wefley 
is chagrined. This he will not fuffcr to pafs with- 
out animadverfion. Though he muji know, if pre- 
judice has not blinded his underftanding, that it is 
pure fcripture^ Why does he not.lhew the fame 
diflatisfaft ion with the angelthat appeared unto Jo- 
feph, and with Zechariah the Baptift's jfather ? The 
former of whom fays, He fhall favc his people from 
their fins. The latter'declares. He (hall give know- 
Icge of falvation unto his people y hy the remiflion of 
their fins. Why does he not put the fame queftioa 
iinto them, and draw the' fame inference upon 
*thcm ? " But what becomes. of all other people ?'' — r 
Sometimes Mr. Wefley is fb attached to the fcrip-. 
tares, that nothirig will pleafe him but fcriptural 
exprelEons. Here he is fo, wedded to felf-opinionj 
that even fcriptural expieffions will not pais cur- 
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rent, M'hen they fcem to thwart hi$ owu no- 
tions. 

For ail his people— From this cxpreniDn, though 
ufed by a prophet, authorized by an angel, and to 
be found in many places of fcriptiire, Mr. Wefley 
deduces fomc very offcnfive and dreadful cpnfe- 
quences ; fo dreadful, that he " would fooner be a 
•* Turk, a Peift, yea an Atheift, than he could bc- 
" lieve them.*' — My dear Sir, let me give you a 
word of friendly advice : Before you turn Turk, or 
Deift, or Atheift — fee, that you firft become an ho* 
nejl man. They will all difown you, if you go over 
to their party, dcftitute of common henefty. 

Methinks, I hear you faying, with fome emoticwii 
Wliat do you mean by tbis advice ? or what relation 
has this to the fubjeft of oui prcfent inquiry ? — A 
pretty near relation. Out of 4eal to demoUfli the 
doftrine of eleftion, you fcruple not to overleap the 
bounds of integrity and truth. — Myftcrii^us ftill I \ 
know not what you aim ^.— Tien be plcafed to Wt 
view a paflage, in your book on original Jim^ wKeue 
you have thought pxoper jto make a quotation from 
my dialQgue3. It relates to that ^reat doQiine of 
the gofpcl, CHRIST becoming Uic .rcprefentative 
and fcederal head of finners» XJfon this occafion 
Aipafio fays, " As Adam was a public peifon, arid 
« aaed ia the ftead of all mankind.; fo CHRIST 
'<« wafi a public perfon, and a£ied in behalf of all his 
^^^peqpU. As Adam was the firft general reprcfcn- 
« tative of this lind^ CHRIST was the fecond and 
'<« laft." Here you fubftitute the word mankind^ 
inftead of thisUnd; and thereby lead ihe reader to 
fuppofe, that Afpaiio confidera our glprio^is Jleprcr 
fentative^ as ftandin^ in this cap^ity to the whok 
human irace.; than which nothii^ can bp,mexe ii> 
jurious to the fenfc of his vords. 

I at firft thought it might ppflihly be the e&€t df 
inadvertency. But cpuU a perfcn of Mr. Weflc/i 



diCo&^nmeut siUo.w Umic^f to -nsd ov«r a ^pafis^gc 
^hicb h& k^ew^ be of a x:ckiGal'a»d'€ontrcwerie4 
imp0fti?-^teciKy>69 knight be die prmter's fault | 
an .error pf the |tf efe. ,i would. 'wSAinglj have ^d»- 
«cutted -pne^f thisfe <x^nuating ciiFcumft^inc6«, ^Ujl 
I ^caoie lOrthe boltoaa of the page.; wbere^ to mj 
^teataftooiibnQe^iUj 1 i^ound il^ foUowUig vords^ 
inolofed ^thia the.xoarksof ^dxe fame quptataon, 
and afcribed to Afpafio : ^^ AU thefe expreffions de^* 
«.monftratc, that AiUfn" (as well as .CHRIST J 
<< was 41 TeprefentdDure of all mankind.'* Then I 
iC0uId-no longer forbear crying out, ^<hdre,is ir^achf 
jg^j^ O ^iaziab ! A falfe quotation, not made on^l/^ 
but rq^ted^ cannot be owing to aegiigenoe, bv$: 
^uft .proceed from defign. Ai^ this, l.fhould itbinl^ 
<;an never be defended, no^ nor with a ;good grace 
^xcufe4i by Mr. Wefle^'s moft devoted admirera. 
iA itndious alteration of oar words, and an evidenit 
perver^on of their meaning, are defenGble by mo 
^ifguments, are excufable 'On no occafion. 

Quite rioexcufahle this .practice. And is not your 
Janguage equally ofien/lve? Is not your ^x)nclunofi 
jirery precipitate ? when you fuppofe AfpaGo, tho'' 
mfiqg the words of fot^turCj yct're;prefenting GO0- 
•ds *< an dlnughty tyrant .^"----SuFely, you had bettor 
forbear f uch horrid- and ihocking earpref&ons- £&• 
^cially^ as you canrK)t deny, that many paiTages in 
iGcripture.f(sem at Jeaft to countenance this obno\> 
ous tenet. As you very well know, that many pei^ 
ions, eminent for tfaeir learning, and exemplary in 
ctheir lives, rhave written in defence of it, and bled 
for the confirmation of it. As we have proo& 
4m>re than a few, that you ave far from being in- 
fallible in your judgement ; yea^ far from being in- 
y^riaUe in your opinion. Witnefr your former 
notions of matrimony : witnefs the charafter you 
icrmerly gave of the Moravian brethren j and the 
^eQ£em which you once had for the Myftics^ and 
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their writings.— -Con fidcring yourfelf, therefore, it 
would better become you to be diffident on fuch a 
fubjea, and fay, " That which I know noti LORD, 
<« teach thoui me." And I imagine, it can never 
become you, on any fubjed whatever, to break out 
into fuch language, as ought not to be named among 
Chriftians; ought to have- no place but in the bot- 
tomlefs pit. — This is an admonition, which/ while 
I fuggeft to you, Sir, I charge on myfelf. 

The three following paragraphs relate to a doc- 
trine, which you are fond to attack, and which Af- 
p^fio ftudioufly declines. It conftitutes no part of 
his plan. It forms not fo much as the out-Works'. 
Be it demoliflied or eftabliflied, the grand privilege^ 
and the invaluable blefling of juftification through 
the righteoufncfs of CHRIST, remains unfhaken, 
ftands immoveable. — In applying this to ourfelves^ 
wd' proceed neither upon univerfal nor particular 
redemption, but only upon the divine grant, and 
the divine invitation. We aflure ourfelves of pre- 
Tent and eternal falvation, through this perfeft 
tightcoufnefs, not as perfons eleBedy but as perfons 
warranted by the word, of GOD; bound by the 
command of GOD, and led hj the SPIRIT of 
GOD. — ^Therefore, while you are encountering 
this doftrine, I would be looking unto JESUS ^ 
be viewing the glory of my LORD ; contemplat- 
ing HIS perfeftion, and my own completenefs in 
HIM. 

If I divert, for a moment, from this delightful 
objeft, it is only to touch upon one of your remon- 
ftrances. You'fuppofe, that according to the CaU 
viniftic fchemc, GOD denies what is neceffary for 
prefent comfort and final acceptance, even to fome 
who fincerely feck it. This is contrary to fcripture, 
and no lefs contrary to the doftrine of your oppo- 
nents. However, to confirm yourfelf in this mif- 
dpprehenfion, you alk, " Would you deny it to any. 
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*« if it were in j?ff»r power?"-— To fliew the error of 
fuch a fentiment, and the fallacy of fuch reafoningy 
-I fhall mention a recent melancholy faft. 

News is brought^ that the Prince George man of 
war. Admiral Broderick's own ihip, is burnti and 
funk, and above four hundred fouls that were Oil 
board are perifhed. Six hours the flames prevailed $ 
while every mean was ufed to preferve the Ihip 
and crew, out all to no purpofe. In the mean time, 
ihrieks' and groans^ bitter moanings, and piercing 
cries, were heard from every quarter. Raving, de- 
spair, and cveii madnefs prefcnted theihfelves, in a 
variety of forms. Some ran to and fro diftra£ted 
ivith terror, not knowing what they did, or whaft 
they fltould do. Others jumped over-board, from 
all parts ; and, to avoid the purfuit of one death^ 
leaped into the jaws of another. Thofc unhappy 
Wretches who could not fwim, were obliged to re- 
main upon the wreck, though flakes of fire fell on 
their bodies. Soon the mafts went away, and killed 
numbers. Thofe who were not killed, thought 
themfelves happy, to get upon the floating timber. 
Nor yet were they fafe j for the fire, having com- 
municated itfelf to the guns, which were loaded 
and (hotted, they fwept multitudes from this their 
laft refuge* — ^What fay you. Sir, to this difmal nar- 
rative ? Does not your heart bleed ? Would you 
have flood by, and denied your fuccour, if it had 
been in your power to help ? Would not you have 
done your utmoft, to ptevent the fatal catailrophe? 
Tet the LORD faw this extreme diftrefs. He heard 
their piteous moans. He was able to fave them, yet 
withdrew his affiftance. N6w, becaufe you would 
gladly have fuccoured them if you could, and GOD 
ALMIGHTY could, but would not fend them 
aid; will you therefore conclude, th2it you are above 
your LORD, and that your loving-kindnefs is great- 
er than his ? I will not offer to charge; any fuch 
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leori^^cBce aipon you* I -aaa pexAiaded f^ aUi«r 

<< The wedding-garmeiirt bef e means ihoHa^."^-*- 
"ThuS'iayif^^ y&u depart from Bei^geliMB, f or 'vd)om 
fifm prohUs fo high a regard. BengeJuis overlooks 
q^ujr eiKpo(hi<Hi| and ^ives hia vote jfor Afpaiiio'fS. 
<< IS9K: vefti^'eft juftitia CHRiSTI.'' , Jlw«d b^ £f> 
trcntvMc an ^iiuhority;, you ksLwe not vijoatiiPQ^ ^ 
joaEcludfi this fenfe from your coaimeat. ¥ou bavte 
«dittttted it into your e;xpofitory notes, y^et wjil nqt 
aUow ACpa^o to >dmit it into his diffcouc/e witli 
Tineron. Theffe ai« your words ; " The w«ddiQ^ 
f(< gfi»«ne»it, that is, the rigbteovfn^is of CH&ISj^ 
<^ -fi«>ft i«\patedj Dhen knpiaated." Wl^iJlb iby ^^ 
m9ff^ is «ot peiie^y acourfttej «or ^Gcofdiogjto^^ 
Mi^Jd^gc 'of >th^ ^(pel. The :gofpei didingui^fhi^ 
iietween the righteoufnds of CHRIST» and our 
le^nrighteoufnefe. That which is impufee^i jgoofi 
lender 4he formorj that which is iniplantedi, under 
ihe lalrter denomination^ 

However^ let us confid&r the ciscunrftanq^^of th^ 
cafe., and we fliaU^nd^ that our comnapa favoMxite 
fieitgelttts ^s ^pffobabiUty :and leafon o» his £dq. 
The^uefts menfiioned in this parable, cctnfifted of 
fioor Otttcafts, coile^d ffona the hig^ ways an4 
Aei^es* Now we cannot fuppoie, that people i$ 
£j3Qhia oonditioa, and coming ataminiite's worB- 
ingi ifhouki i^ able to furnilb themfelvos with « 
drefe of thdir mm, fuitable to the grand oocafioa* 
Here then pei;fonal iiolinels is pOt out of tKerqueft* 
ion^-^-fiut we muft fuppofe^ (which is coirformabk 
to the £after& tcuftomsl that the king had ordsied 
his fervants, -to accommodate «ach.^ueft from the 
toyal wardrobe. .Th$t each might have this addi« 
tiooal token of this fovereign^s favour, ,andall might 
he arrayed in a manner becommg the m^flcent 
ifcdemmty. This exa£lly correfpcaids with ,thc «na- 
^ture of in\puted r(gbteourne£»« . . 
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Farther, the banquet, you will readily allow, is 
the pardon of fin, azuT peace with GCXD, the di*^ 
yine SPIRIT, and eternal U£e. From all whtchiy 
uniting their happy influence, true holioefs Springs. 
To fay, that bolinefs is th^ wedding«^armeiit, n€«> 
cefTary for our introdu^ion to this banquet, fa** 
yours of abfurdity ; like faying holinefs is njeoeflary 
to hcdinefs. — It is abfolute legality; for it makef 
the performance of all duties, the ^slj to the R£^ 
DE^MER'S grace. ^ — It implies an impolSbUity | 
the finner, chat can exercife boHiieis., .before he re^ 
ceives CHRIST 4uad his SPIRIT, is like the dea4 
;Dian, who atifes .and walks,, before he is reftored tsfsi 
life. 

The grand end which GOD pnopoies in all htf 
favourable difpenfations to faUeo :man« is 4& 4om 
monflrate the fovereignty -of his grace. " Not fo*** 
*— Do you mean^ Afpafio has w>t fpokea fep -that 
you have mifreprefented his .fenJe ? have clipped 
fmd dtsfigiored his icoin^ If this is yofytr m^ftfiH^A 
you fpeak undoubted truUi. His words are, ^ 1^ 
<* 'dcmonftrate the fovereignty^ :ai»d advance it^ glo* 
*^ ry of iiis grace." Why 4iid you Xuppceft die 4aft 
claufe i W^s you afraid it wouU f^ipply tile 4€&^ 
dency, u^rhich you charge on Afpaiio, and <^v^8 
this idea of imparting happiricfs i If fo, your ieAt$ 
vre juQ: eno^gh^^-^Why ^Jid jmu not take into ooor 
fideration ,t1iofe texts of fcripture, with whiph A* 
j^afio confirms his tenet ? Ought you not tp bav^e 
overthrown thofe te(timonies> before you deny hk^ 
dodirinc ? Otherwife, you ^ppofc your own .au^ 
thority, to the decifion of a piM:)phet aod of ^ 
iipoftle* 

« Not fo/ proceeds Mr, Wcfley. « To impwi 
^< happineis to his creatures, is his^and ei»i here* 
«« in."-^The .devout prophet i^eaks otherwife 5 * f 
< have ^^reated iuoi ibr jny glory.' The wife ntpnir 
lift ipe«k9. Otherwife i < TbP I^-QRO hsOi crc9^ ^ 
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* things for himfelf.' The holy apoftle fpeaks o- 
therwifej * To the praife of the ^lory of his grace/ 
From which, and from innumerable other places 
of fcripture, from the reafon of the thing, and 
from the very- nature of the SUPREME BEING, 
it appears, that the primary leading aim, in all 
GOD'S works, and all GOD'S difpenfations> is his 
own glory- The felicity of his creatures, though 
not feparated from it, though evidently included in 
it, is. ftill fubordinate to it. And furely it is very 
meet and right fo to be. Can there be a nobler 
end, or more worthy of an infinitely-wife agent, 
than the difplay of thofe fublime perfeftidns, for 
which, and through which, and to which, are all 
things.^ Could GOD make any other being the 

5mncipal end of his afting, he would undeify him- 
elf, and give his glory to another. Does any crea- 
ture imagine his own happijiefs to be -a higher end 
than the divine glory? He thereby ufurps the GOD- 
HEAD, making as far as in him lies JEHOVAH 
the fubjcft, and himfelf the fovereign. 

• <« Barely to demonftrate his fovereignty.'* ' The 
word barely is not ufed by Afpafio. But it giyts an- 
other Specimen of Mr. Wefley's integrity, in (lat- 
ing truth, and doing juftice to his opponents, — It 
is not faid, the fole^ but the grand end. Therefore; 
would any unprejudifed perfon conclude, there muft 
be fome other, though inferior purpofe ? No, fays 
Mr. Wefley; hence I infer, that it was barely to 
demonftrate his fovereignty. • Do you fo.? Then 
your inference is of a piece with the quotation, 
that as valid, as this is faithful. 

«« Barely to demonftrate his fover,eignty," is a 
{>rinciple of aft ion fit for the great Turk, ^ot for 
the moft high GOD. Such a fraudulent quotation 
I have not often feen, no, not in the Critical Re- 
viewers. To mark the fentence with commas, and 
^re^aflign it to Afpafio, is really a mafter-piece^ 
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efp^(:ially, after you have thruft in the woxibafelyy 
and lopped off the word grace. You have treated 
the pafiage worfe than Kahaih king of Ammon 
treated the ambafladors of David. They were a- 
ihamed to fliew their faces, under fuch marks of 
abufe and difgrace. I am no lefs afhamed of the 
claufe^ as you. have mangled and difguifed it. But 
reftore it to its true ftate ; let it wear its native af- 
pe£l; then fee what is blameable, or what is ofFen- 
five in it. 

The grand end which GOD propofes in all his; 
favourable difpenfations to fallen man, is, to de- 
mon (Irate the fovereignty, and advance the glory of 
his grace. — ^The ghry^ that it may appear rich, un- ' 
bounded, and infinitely furpafling all we can wiih 
or imagine.— The fovereignty^ that it may appear 
free, undeferved, and abfolutely independent on a- . 
ny goodnefs in the creature. — That, finners may re- 
ceive it, veithout waiting for any amiable qualities, 

or performing any recommending conditions. 

That, when received, it may flop the mouth of 
boailing; may cut off all pretenfions of perfonal 
merit ; and teach every tongue to fay, * Not unto 
« u8,-0 LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name, 
• be the fraife* 

And fhould we not greatly rejoice in this method 
of the divine procedure? That the LORD orders 
all things relating to our falvation, ' to the praifer 
« of, the glory pf his grace?' Can any thing be more, 
honourable to our nature, or more- tranfporting to 
our fouls ? Can any thing fo firmly eflablifh, or fo : 
highly exalt our hopes ? Angels, principalities, and 
powers ; all intelleftual creatures, in all ages, and 
all worlds i are to look unto i/x, unto us men they 
are to look, for the mofl confui6mate difplay of 
GOD'S grace. -. Our exaltation and felicity are to^ 
be the mirror, in which the wondering cherubim , 
and feraphim will conteinplate the Superabundant/ 
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gOodn€fo of JEHOVAH. How gf*eat muft that 
honour and that happin^fs be, which are intended' 
to exhibit the fulleft, * faireft, brighteft view of 
GOD'S infinitely-glorious grace! rlo^ fure mud 
that hcmour and. happiiteis be^ which are fa intt* 
mately conncAed with the glory of the on^nipotent 
King! which can no more f»il of their accomf^lifh- 
ment, than the amiable attributes of GODHEAD 
can be ftripped of their luftre \ 

GOD is a boundlefs ocean of good. " May that 
« ocean is far from boundlefs^ if it wholly pafles by 
«< nine tenths of mankind."-^What, if it had paft- 
ed'by all mankind, as it certainly did all the devils^ 
would it have been the tefs boundlefs on that ac«i- 
count? I wift, mediinks, you would ftudy the evit 
cf (in more, and not fo h*eqttently obtrude upon us 
afubjeS, of which neither you nor I fcem to be 
mafters. Then Mpe (hould neither have hard thoughts 
of GOD, nor high thoughts of ourfelves. 

You cannot fuppofe GOD would enter into a 
ftelh covenant with an infolvent and attainted crea- 
ture *. Thefe are Afpafio's words. To which Mr. 
Wcfley replies: « I both fuppofe and know he 
« did." &atis him imperii Then be plcafed. Sir, t6 
{hew us where the Almighty entered into a cove- 
niant with fallen Adam ; for of him we are fpeak- 
iflg. Produce the original dttA ; at feaft favour us 
mixYi a tranlcript. And we will take your word» 
when it is backed with fuch authority* 

GOD made the new covenant with CHRIST, 
and charged him with the performance of the con- 
ditions. ♦* I deny both thefe affertions." And what 
is your reafon for thiti denial ? Is it deduced from 
foripture i Nothing like it. Is it founded on the 
'nature of tilings ? No arttempt is made towards k. 
< But you yourfelf affirm, that thefe aflertions '< are 

• Itifohcftt and attainted creature^ Mr. Wefley has changed 
lata " ft rcbeL" 
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«< the central pbint, wherein Calvinifm and Antino- 
«< mianiftn meet." Or, in other words, they tend 
to eftablifli what you diflike, and to overthrow what 
you have . taught. This is all the caufe which you 
affign for your denial. I cannot but wifli, that, 
whenever I engage in controverfy, ray adverfary 
may be furnifhed with-fuch arguments. 

xou deny the afleruous now. But don't you for- 
get what you allowed and maintained a little while 
ago; when you yourfelf, adopting a paffage from 
Theron and Afpafio, called CHRIST «^ a foederal 
** head ?" — Pray, what is a foederal head, but a 
|)erfon with whom a covenant is made, in behaJf of ' 
himfelf and others ? — Here your judgement was 
according to truth. Fit, perfectly fit for fuch an 
office is CHRIST ; whofe life is all his own, who 
is able to m^rit, and mighty to fave. But abfolute- 
Jy unfit for it, utterly incapaUe of it, is fallen man; 
'Who& life is forfeited, whofe moral ability is loft, 
and whc^e very nature is enmity againft GOD. 

I have made a covenant with my chofen.— - 
^« Namely, with David my JervaniJ* True ; with 
David as in CHRIST, or rather as a type of 
CHRIST. You cannot be ignorant, that CHRIST 
is C2^d by this very name. The LORD, fpeaking 
fey the prophet Ezekiel, fays, * I will fet up one 

< (hepherd over them, and he fliall feed them, even 

< my fervant David.' — ^Was David beloved * ? 
CHRIST was incomparably more fo.— Was David 
GOD'S chofen one ? CHRIST was fq likewife, and 
in a far fublinier fenfe, and for infinitely more mo- 
mentaus purpofce.— Was David GOD'S fervant? 
So was JESUS' CHRIST; and, by his fervices, 
broioght unfpeakably- greater tonour to tJie LORD* 
his GOD, than, all kings on earth, and all the ^ 
prjlice8\>f heaven.--— Several parts of this pfelm mujf 

* Bclmed, , Thit is tbe meaninirof "rjn David's name. 

♦ B b 
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be applied to CHRIST ; and, if feveral of them 
mufty the principal of them may and ought. . 

He will waih you in the blood which atones^ and 
inveft you with the righteoufnefs which juftifies. 
*< Why ihould you -thus put afunder continually 
". what GOD has joined V* How difiicult is it to 
pleafe Mr. Weflcy ! When Afpafio fpokc^ of 
CHRIST'S righteoufnefs, without particularly men-^ 
tioning his blood, you faid it was better to men- 
tion them both together ; it behoved us never to 
nanie the former, without the latter. Yet here, 
when both are mentioned, and the particular ufe 
of each is fpecified, you complain of his putting 
afunder what GOD has joined ; which, in truth> 
is no disjoining, but an illuftration and amplifica- 
tion of the unfearchable riches of CHRIST. 

GOD himfelf, at the laft day, pronounces them 
righteous, becaufe they are interefted in the obe- 
dience of the REDEEMER. <» Rather, becaufe 
f< they are waflied in his blood, and renewed bjr 
« his SPIRIT." GOD will juftify them in the laft 
day, in the very fame way whereby he juftified them 
in this world ; namely, becaufe they are interefted 
in the obedience of the REDEEMER. As for their 
renewal by the SPIRIT, though it will then beper- 
kOty yet it will be no caufe of their acquittal, but 
the privilege of thofe who are acquitted.— A proof 
of this, at lead an atteftation of it, the world has 
received from your own pen. " For neither our 
" own inward nor outward righteoufnefs is the 
•< ground of our juftification. Holinefs of heart, 
i* as well as holinefs of life, is not the caufe, but 
*< the efFe£t of it. The file caufe of our acceptance 
"with GOD, is the righteoufnefs and death of 
" CHRIST, who fulfilled GOD'S law, and died ia 
" our ftead." Excellent fentiments I In thefe may 
I ever abide ! to thefe may you alfo return ! 
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The pra£):ical improvement of the do£lrine of a 

4 iinner^s juftification by the righteoufnefs of 

Chrift, taken from a little piece, entitled, A 

Discourse upon Justification, printed 

at London in 1740, which Mr. Hervey highly 

. efteemed, and warmly recommended*. 

Being no improper fupplement to the doflrine con« 
taihed in Theron and AspasiO| and Aspasio 
Vindicated. 

J:. Q< Ince iht juftification of a finner is by. the com^ 
ji3 plete obedience of Jefus Chrift, imputed to 
him, and received hy faithy unto fuch great and 
glorious effeBs'i we may hence learn, what reafon 
we have to admire that infinity t)f *wifdom\ which, 
fliines forth in the cmtrivance of this wonder ; and 
tp adore that immenfity of grace^ which is difplay- 
ed'in this glorious frovifion made for the favourites 
of heaven ! When the beloved John was favoured 
with a vifiooary fight o| the woman- bride ^ the Lamb^s 
m>ife^ as clothed with Chrift, the Sun of Righteouf- 
nefs,- and ihining' fof th in the refplendcut rays of 
her Bridegroom's glory; he fays, he faw a won* 
£>ER, Rev.vxii. ,1. And a wonder it is ind^d ; fo 
great, tbat*it calls for the admiration, both of men 
and of angels. This is one of thofe glorious things^ 
that by the gofpel is revealed unto us, which the an* 
gels defire to look intOf 1 Pet. i. 12. And while fin* 
ful men have the forgivenefs of, their Jtns . through 
Chrift^s bloody and the acceptation of their perjhns 
in him, the Beloved^ according- to the riches of the 
Father's graces wherein he has abounded towards 
them, in all wi/dom and' prudence i it becomes them 
to admire and adore the fame, and to cry. out, with 
the appftle^ the depth of the riches^ both ofthi wif- 
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dom and knonvUdge of God J How unfearchable are his 
judgements^ and his ways paft finding ouil Eph. i. 6, 
7, 8. Rojn. xi. 33. That the obedience oi the Son 
of God fhould be made our righteoufnefsy the right- 
coufnefs of a finnevy to his complete jujiification 
before God, is fuch a proje3 of infinite wifdom^ fuch 
a prsvifion of infinite grace^ for the fahation of 
God's chofen, that every way becomes the great 
j£HOVAH I and will be the endlefs wondei: of men 
and angel^ 1 

2. Since the ju(li£cation of a finner is wholly by 
the righteoufnefs of another, which is a luay of life 
above nature, above being difcov^ed by nature's 
lights and fecn by nature's eye^ or difcovcred by 
the light of the law, and difcemed by natural rea* 

fin ; We may learn hence, what an abfolute necef- 
fity there is of a fupernatural revelation thereof, in^ 
order to the foul's receiving of this righteoufnefs^ 
and fo of the grace of jufUfication thereby^ Thi» 
is one of thofe things that God has pneparediox \m: 
people, that never entered into the beatt^ the natu-^ 
ral man to <:ontein}e of which he has neither kn^vjn> 
nor can underftand ; and therefore dee^nm it fefolifb^ 
fjefsy or a foolifli thing, for any to thmlt they (halt 
be juftificd by the obedience of Chrifl, exclufiveof' 
ail their own works. But the peopk of God < re- 
< ceive not the Spirit which is of the world, but the 
•Spirit which is of God, that they may know the* 
« things which are freely given them of God.' And: 
thisy of the free gift of righteoufnefs ^ is revealed trnta- 
them Ijy his Spirit ^ though it i»one of thofe deep 
things'^} G94/, which are hidden froDi the laa/i/ro/. 
man ; which are impoflible to be known by any, but 
heaven^born fouls, under a fpecial revelation from- 
above, i Cor. ii. 9, &c. 

3, Since the jt^i^cation of a finner is by the cb^*^ 
Sence of Chrifl alotie $ we may hence lejtrn, how^' 
greatly importe^nt th€ knowled^ tliercof 'n\ .The* 
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lupwkdgeoi this righteoyfaefs muft needs be of the 
utmoft importance y fince ign$rane0 of it, and nonm^ 
fukmi/Jkn to it| (which always go together), leave 
the £qu1 in an unrighticus ftate, Rom» ix, 31, 32. ^ 
a]id,3(. .3. All thofc naiferaUe fouls^ who are < ig« 

< i&orant' of Chrift's < righteoufnefsi go al^out to e- 

< ft^bliih their own r^hteoufnefs ;' and, alas ! * the 
<^d is (horter, than that a man can ftretch him- 

< fetf Uj^o^ it, aad the covering narrower, tha^ 

< th;vt he can wrap himfelf in it,' If. xxviii. 20. 
Th«re is no true reft for TiJ^rmer^ from the nvorks of 
its own hands ; ra> covering for a /7<>itfJ fou), from 
tbe Jig'iiaves of its own righteoufnefs^ though ever 
fioartfuily fewed together. Our Lord told hi& dif«- 
ciplesy that except their < righteoufnefs did exceed 

* the righteoufnefs of the fcribe^ and Pharifees, they 

* (bould in no cafe enter into the kingdom of heav- 
*en,' Matth. v. 10. Thefe fcribes and Pharifees 
wevc the zeahusy the religious men of that age^ the 
ftri£t obfervers of Mofes's law, that trufted in them^^ 
Jsl%^St that they were rigkte$u/ by their own legal ' 

perfoTman<:es, and thought tp- get to heaven by 
means thereof. But our Lord declares, that nohcv 
fliall ever come there^ but thoGs who have a better 
righteoufnefs, a righteoufnefs that exceeds a Pha.' 
i^aical righteoufnefs, i. e. fuch a righteoufnefs, 
that every way anfwers t6 all the e'xtenfive require- 
ments of the iavif^ in heart, lip, and life ; and this 
is no other .than the righteoufnefs of Chrid, imputed 
lo poor fttmerSi or made theirs by imputation / in 
which, being completely juftifiedy according to lavo 
zx^Ajuftice^ diey.ihall, as righteous perfons, be. ad- 
l&itteid in)^ th^ kingdom of heaven^ or into the glo- 
ry of t^ heavenly ftate ; while all thofc who truft 
in their own righteoufnefs ^ and think they have done 
many iuonderful worksy which they dare plead for 
acceptance with God, ihaii be fent away from Chriil:, 
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into eternal mtfirj^ with a Depart from me^ ye work* 
trs of iniquity f Matth. vii. 22- 
' And as our Lord^ in this his fermon upon the 
mount, had been expounding the law of God in its 
fpiritualityj as extending to me hearty as well as life^ 
and aflerting the neceffity of keeping the command- 
ments, in the fame exten five manner that the law 
- required^ in order to make a ^exhn righteous : fo, in 
the conclufion thereof, he fays, ** Therefore who- 
<« foever heareth thefe fayings of mine, and doth 
« them, I will liken him unto a wife man, who 
*< built his houfe upon a rock; and the rain defcend- 
^'^ ed, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and 
<< beat upon that houfe ; and it fell not, for it was 
•« founded upon a rock," vcr. 24, 25. l^htk fiyings 
of our Lord contain the fuhjiance of the moral /aw, 
and the doing of them unto righteoufncfs before God 
lis by believing ; as faith lays hold on Chrift, who 
has obeyed the law perfedly, as the reprefentative of 
his people : on which account, they may be faid to 
have done, or fulfilled the law in him 5 his obedience 
being imputed unto them^ for their complete jufiifi'* 
cation before God. As the furetfs payment^ among 
men, is accounted to the debtor^ and is the fame in 
the eye of the lawy and as efFeftual for his full dtf" 
charge^ as if he himfelf had paid the debt. And ne 
that thus doth the l^w, or thtfc fayings of Chrift, ho* 
likens him unto a wife man^ who built his houfe upon 
a rock. It is a piece of natural ivifdomy to lay a 
good foundation for a ^iteAy ffruBlure; and the moft 
firm that any houfe can be built on, is that of a 
rock. And he that is fpiritually wfe^ wife unto faU 
vation^ lays the whole ^f^ of it, and builds all his 
hope of life, upon Chrift^ the Rock of ages; in which 
it appears, that lie is wife indeed. For as in nature, 
a houfe that, is built upon a rock^ will ftand the 
fiorm; fo t\it foul that is built upon Chrifty fhall ne- 
ver be removed: < The rain may defcend, the floods 
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'< comC} and the winds beat;' afflidions, tempta- 
tions, and trials of all kinds, may beat vehemently a- 
gainfl that foul ', but (hall never dejlr^y its faivation^ 
nor make it ajhamedoi \X%hope. No; Chrift, the 
Roch of immutability, will hold it uhjhoken^ in a 
ftatd oi falvatton^ through life^ through death j at 
judgement^ and for ever. Such a foiil jftands as im* 
moveable^ in the grace of jufiification and /j/^, as the 
roTil itfelf, 6n which it is founded. < Becaufe I live/ 
faith our Lord, < ye ihall live alfo,' John xiv. ip. 
Chrift's life is the life of that foulj that depends up- 
on him alone, for all its juftification, and eternal' 
falvation. And therefore the wifdom of faith is 
great indeed \ in that it forefees the ftorm, and thus 
provides againft it. 

< But he,' faith our Lord, ^ that heareth thefe 
* fayings oi mine, and doth them not,' (i. e. that 
heareth the law's requirements ^ and endeavours to 0^ 
bey the fame, for righteoufnefs before Gk>d, and fo 
' doth them not ; becaufe his obedience cannot come 
up to that perfeAion which the law requires,) <* (hall 
^ be likened unto a foolifh man, which built his 
^ houfe upon the fand; and the rain defcended, 
<< and the floods came, and the winds blew, and 
<< beat upon that houfe ; and it fell, and great was 
« the fall of it," ver. a6, 27. Oh^^t folly of that 
poor (inner, who lays x^atflrefs of his falvation, and 
builds his h^pe of life, upon his tnvn righteoufnefs f 
For this fandy foundation cannot endure the florms 
of divine tvrathy which Ihall be revealed from hea* 
▼en againft all unrighteoufnefs of men ; nor fccure 
the foul from being driven away, by the tempeft of 
God's anger, and the floods of his indignation^ into 
the abyfs of eternal mifery. The houfe fell, that was 
thus built upon Refund, and great tvas the fall of it! 
Oh, what a miferable difappointment will it be to 
that foul, that ^'goes down to the chambers of eter^ 
f< im/ deslth, with this lie of his ovm righteoufnefs 
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** in his right hand )" from which he had. all aloii|r) 

hoped for eternal life! when this < way that fceaied 

* right to him in his own eyes/ as if it would lead 

hun to everlafting life» (by his depemUng thereon,) 

ibaU €nd in eternal death / ^ The hope of the bypa« 

« cme' (or of him that trufts in himfelf, that he ia 

* righteous, by his own external performa^ace^s, when 

, yet his heart is far from that conformity to God, 

which the law requires) < (hall perilh at ttbi^ giving, 

' up of the ghoft. His hope' (i. e. hx^fahaticm, b<^« 

ed for) f (hail then be Cut off. He fliall ka^ upon 

'his hou£e,' (i< e^ his own righteoi^mfss^ whi^ b<r. 

' had raifed up^ in his i^nagtnatioa, to JbelUr him: 

I from the Jl^rm of divine vengeance,) < but it Iball 

< not (land ; he ihall hold it faft, but it fhall not 

I < endure,' Job. viii. 13, 14, 15, No, this ^/^ of 

his fliaU be as foon deftroyed» by the ftoirm of GqH^ 

i indignation, as a /pidet's wi is fwepc down by tb& 

i^ hefonii that comes againft it; and the miferable fovlf 

r that trufted herein, ihall he driven, away int<^ cter« 

nal perdition. Thus an error in the fmudedrnk vitt 

ipfoyt fatal to th/e building; and therefore the i»w* 

, hdgf of Chryi, as the alone way of a finner's y«^^ 

fication^ and life^ mufi: needs be of the higheft ^^-* 

pfiTtance ; fince no other refuge can ftand the Jbrnii 

but Chrift, as the Loi^d ova Righteq9SNB(S9 

this glorious btding^pia^e, which God- h9$ preptr«4 

for poor (nmersy whether they may rim, an4 ^^ f^ 

ever fafe. And as for ^e vAk^ live ai>d di& in .^* 

tt§rai^eeoi, and mnt^fuhm^m t$ the righteo^fn^eft^ <>^ 

Chrift, they will certaioJy rfi^ i« ^A*ir fms^ and: >>''^ 

5& for ever. They will all be found fltby% at the 

day of judgenaent, thait ^have not beien ettshted ^ 

helkve in Chrift's bhed^ for cleaniGMfig from all fin » 

Aey will all be found unjufi^ at that awful day> tba* 

have not believed in the Redeemer's rtghteo^mfii fot 

their juftificatipn before Ckui; and fo muft remain 

Sneiver. Fof oQn^qmipg thcn^ it wiU then be fai<*i 
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<* He th^t is filthy^ let him be filthy ftrli ; and he 
." that is unjuft, let hisi be unjuft ftillj" i. e* let hin* 
abide fo^ to ati endlefs eternity. ,But^ 

4* Since there is but one wBy for a linner to be 
juftijied before God^ and thal^ is by the obedience of 
Chriil 9lone; this informs us,^ what great ^//j^ thofe 
perfons are guilty of> who prefs poor iinners to obey* 
the UiVy to make themfelves rtghteous in the fight of 
God^ wjben there is no law given that can give life 
nnto thesn$ and how dangerous vl is^ for foiils^ to fit 
under fiich a mlniftry, that naturaMy mi/leads tliemf 
fince wh3e ** the 'blind leads the blind^ both fall in^ ^ 
<< to the ditch. If' there had beeri a. law given that 
" could have given life/' fays the apoftle, •* vcrilyr v 
^< r^hteottfneis fhouid have beiai by the t^w," Gab 
iiu 21. But as there is no law given that can giive . 
life to a fimier> it is a vain^Jhoii/b thing to prefo ivncK 
a io\Af to get a righteaufmfi by his own .piffinmmm. 
eesy which was Jtever appointed o£ God, noc can be 
aittmed. by vaxtu No % . < the fcr^tuce hath 'tendiRU 
<: ed ail luider fin^. that. the pnoimfe^ (of life) -^ byr 

* fattfa <^ Jtfna Chri&' (as a finnes^ ^rightcoio&iefs) 

< naight be given to them thit believe/ ver« aa.^ 
- And thofe who receive it not in this way^ ihall never^ 

attain it in ^tijvther^ but ihi^fl go nmthottt it for e^ 
ver. ^ The labour of the fooltih/ fays the wife man,. 

< weartetk every one ^fthem^ becaufe he knowcth' 

* not how togo to the city,* Egcx. 15. A man may 
labour- all his days^ to make 'himiHf rigkteoui before 
God, by his own performanceSf and to make his psaew 
with him, by his lego/ repentance, and humiliaptioni 
Sax Jin; and yet lofe all his labour at /a^/?, and fiif 
weary himfelf in vaitif being never able to reack 
that W/y, that eternal reft, which God has prepared^ 
for his people : becaufe he kncmfeth not Chrift^ the 
only way that leads .thsdher ^ < and fo walh not \rf 
i^ithy m hasKif as fuch. All* men by nature are igh> 
norant of Chrift's rigttmu/nrfs^ as^ it is Gbd'« wo^. 
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of jujiifying and fwoing a finncr; and it is dangerous 
for fouls, to fit under fuch a miniftry, that prcffeth 
doings and perfuades them their fafety lies there, in- 
ftcad of believing. <^ For how (hall they believe,'* 
faith the apoftle, ** in him of whom they have not 
^ heard? And how (hall they hear without a preach- 
«* er ? And how fhall they preach except they be 
*<fent?" Rom. X. 14, 15. How fhall poor fouls 
believe in Chrift for jufiification^ when they have ne- 
ver beard, of his rightemfnefs^rTAiV^ \^ the proper 
thjeEt of faith? And how (hall they hear^ without a 
preacher of that gofpel that declares it ? And how 
fliall they preach the gofpel to others, who have ne- 
ver feen that falvation it reveals for finners, by the 
righteoufnefs of Chrift, themfelves ? How fhall they 
declare the glory and eiBBcaey thereof to others^ that 
have never feen, nor experienced it themfelves f And 
how does it appear, that they are fent by Chrift, ta 
preach the gofpel, who neither, i/i^v;, nor prcdaim 
hi3 rightew/nefSf for the jiifi^ation of a : finner $ 
ifhich is. fuch a. main doBrine^>}xtxzoi} Have wq not 
feafbnto fe^r, that many of thofe who aiie called 
ndni/lers of the gofpel^ are; rather preachers of Mofesy 
than of Chrift ? and that their miniftry rather tends 
to licad fouls to the bondage bnd deatli of the law^ 
than to the liberty and life of the gofpel? But " how 
*f beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gof- 
•f per of peace, that bring 'glad tidings of good 
*5 things!" that ptiblifh that /^^rf with God, whidi 

> was made for finners alone, by the blood of Chrift's 
crofs ; and is pofTefied only by faith^ in him I that 
proclaim the glad tidings of thofe good things^ 
which Grod has prepared, to be enjoyed by ftnners^ 
through the juftijfyiiig righteoufnefs of his Son! And 
how great is the privilege of thofe fouls, «who fit 
under a ^^^^Z- miniftry ^ fihce this. is the tiuans ap- 
pointed of God, to workyi/VAin them> and to bring 

Jalvation to thcni 1 Once more, ^ 
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5. Since th&juftificatton of a finner is by the righu 
eoufnefs of Chrift^ imputed to him, and received by 

faith alone ; we may hence learn, how great the ob» 
ligation of the jujlified ohes is, to live to the glory of 
that grace^ which has fo freely and fully juftijfed 
them, in and through Chrift, unto eternal iifij by 
him ! Whei^ the apoftle had afierted the juftifica- 
tion and falvation of God's people, both Jews and 
Gentiles, to be wholly of his free mercfy in and 
through Chrift, Rom. xi. 32. and admired the riches 
of his ivifdom^ which was fo brightly difplayed in 
the difpenfations of his mercy towards him, ver. 33. 
h^ thus concludes his djfcourfe, ver. 36. " For of 
<< him,^and through him, and to him are all things ( 

. «* tq whom be glpry for ever, Amen." Tis as if he 
fliould fay, ISince all things, relating to the juftifi- 
cation and falvation of God's people, are of him, 
and through him, it is meet that the glory of all 
ihouki, by. them, be given to him. And thgrefore, 
when he applies this do£lrine of God's free mercy 
in Chrift, to them who had obtained it, he thus ad- 
drefleth them, chap. xii. i. " I befeech you, thcre- 
«« fore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
«« prefent your bodies a living facrifice, holy, ac- 
" ceptable unto God, which is your reafonaUe fer- 
•' vice." I befeech {you\ fays he, you that have ob- 
tained mercy f \iherefore^ or fince it is God's defignji 
to glorify \i\% mercy, in the falvation of (inners, that 
you give him the glwy of it ; \hy the mercies of God A 
thofe mercies of Godf which you are partakers of, 
in the^rj^/w«^ of all your fnsj and in the jufiif- 
cation of your perfons {that ye prefent your bodies a liv» 
ing facrifice^ holy, acceptable unto God,'] that ye con- 
tinually offer up yourfelves, as a whole burnt-offer- 
ing, in the flames of love, unto him that hzth loved 
you, in all holy and acceptable obedience, to the glo^ 
ry of that God, who has thus hsid mercy upon youj 
[which is your reafonable fervice.'} For it is a moft 
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reafonable chiag, or a dung 'for which there is die 
higbeft reafon^ that you (hould ever Jervt the Lord, 
to the ghrj of that grace^ by which you are freely 
juftified^ and fliail be etexaally ghrified. And tfaasi 
the apoftle Peter, i Pet. iL 9. << But ye are a 
<< cho&n generation, a royal priefthood," (who are 
wafhed from all your (ins in Chrift's blood, and 
clothed with his righteoufnefs,) << an holy natioiii 
<< a peculiar people ; that ye (hoidd (hew forth the 
<f praifes of him who hath called you out of dark- 
•* ne&, into his marvellous light." And^ " you 
*« know,*' fays the apoftle Paul, «« how we exhort- 
<< ed and comforted, and charged every one of you, 
<< (i. e. of you juftified, faved ones,) that ye woald 
<< walk worthy of God, who ^ hath called you unto 
<< his kingdom and glory/' i TheiT. ii. 11, 12. And 
in ihort, as it was God's defign to get himfelf glory 
in the fuflification of finners, by the righteoufnefs, of 
Jefus Chriftj fo the difploy thereof, throughout the 
whole gofpcl, lays them under the higheft Migaiio/r 
to live to his praife. Does God the Father impute 
the obedience of his Son to poor finners ? did God 
the Son obey in ii/e and in death for them ? and does 
God the Spirit reveal and apply this righteoufnefs to 
them*, and enable them to receive the fame, as ^free 
gift of grace, unto their eternal life in glory ? What 
ihanks, what praife, is due to God, in each of his 
glorious perfons, for this abundant grace ! And let 
the language of the juftified ones, in heart, lip, and 
Jife, in all kind of holy obedience, both now and al- 
ways be, < Thanks be unto God, for the grace of 
•Justification! for this his unfpeakable Gift!' 
a Cor. ix. 15, AmetiJ Hallelujah I 
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O F 

THERON Mnd ASPASIO, 

AGAIN8TTHB 

Objections contained in a late Treatife, en- 
titled. Letters on Tberon and Afpafto. 

TO WH1CHI8 PREFIXED, 

A feries of Letters frpm Mr. Hervey, to tlie 
Author^ authenticating this Defence with his en- 
tire approbation^ and manifefting it to be the on- 
ly one that can be prefented to the Public with 
that authority. 
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PREFACE. 

THE intention of prefixing Mn Henrey's letters to 
this reply^ is, in fad» to recommend it to the at* 
tention of the public, as fuch a farther explication and 
defence of Theron and Afpafio, as was quite agreeable 
to his own judgement; fuch as (in fubftance) wpuld 
have appeared in the world, in his elegant and entertain^, 
ing manner of addrefs, had it pleafed the Sovereign Dif- 
{>ofer of all events to have continued him in life, and 
: fuch as the prefent iituatlon of his writings require. 

C c 
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It lias been already remarked^ in the pubKc intima^ 
tiqn of printing Mr. Hervey's letterSy that ** when wri- 
*' ters of a diftinguiihed fuperiority have gained our ad- 
'** miration and applaufe, we are fond of penetrating in- 
** to their more retired apartments, and afibciating with 
•* them in the fcqueftered walks of private life." A cu- 
riofity of this nature cannot be more ufefully gratified; 
we cannot be ufhered into Mr.Hervcy's company to 
better pupofe, than to hear him declare what he himfclf 
counted mod valuable in all his writings ; that which was 
his main dclign, and to which he would hive his readers 
eontinually advert ; thofe fentiments, which (as he cx- 
prefles it in one of his letters) " I wifti to have written 
** on my heart ; fjiich as I wim to fpeak and teach wh3c 
** 1 live ; and in my writings (if my writings furvivc me) 
** to teftify when I am dead.'* More efpecially, if whsi 
he fo efteemed is the do^ne of our Lonl and his apoft> 
lesy otherwife Mr. Herwey'a efteem will be but of imaQ 
account. 

It feems the more neceffary that hte (hould thus be 
made to fpeak for himfeU, fince fome who haye diftip- 
gui(hed themfelves as \^^ peculiar friends, and as very 
angry with Mr. Sandema:i in his behalf, are at the fame 

' time very likely to be no friends to his defence. The 
reafon is, whatever may be the motive for tRIftr pfofcf- 
fed regard, they have, for many years paft, and do»un- 
to this day, manifeft great ignorance, if not great en- 
mity, in re(pe6t of the principles which formed and m- 
fluenced Mr. Hervey's faith and prafiice ; and on which 
he ventured his eternal concerns ; ftigmatizing, or, I 
ihould rather fay, honouring them, with the fame kind 
of reproaches as the ancient oppofers of Chriftianity 
caft upon our I ord and his difciples. Perhaps it may 

. awaken the attention of fome to inquire of the lincrrmg 
©racles. What is truth .^ when they find by thefe l«*t^' 
that ther^ is no dependence to be placed elfewhere ; and 
that thofe in whom they have trufted as fpiritnal gui^^fj 
applaud, or cenfure, with very little judgement, or wiw 
a worfe dcfign. 

> After, all, I ^m not fo fanguine in my expefletion, l» 
to think that by this, or any other method, the defpiwd , 
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frutli of the gofpel will prevail with maay, agaiaft the 
fbream of the reputed devout s^nd highly elleemed of this 
world. We muft remember the treatment which our 
Xiord and his difciples met with ; and as the woiid is not 
better now than it was in thofe days, we have little rea- 
foa to expe£i better fuccefs. 

Mr. Henrey began to find he had been in a miilake in 
this refpe6t, and would have publicly acknowledged as . 
much, had he lived but a few months longer. He be- 
gan to be acquainted with that true grace of God> 
which is contrary to the courfe of this world, in its de- 
▼outeil form, for upwards of twelve years before our 
correfpondence commenced. He was willing to recom- 
mend it to their confideratipn^ and (if podible) make 
it appear lovely to their view. He drefled it up with all 
^e beauties of' eloquence, and all the winning arts of 
perfuafion. He concealed whatever he thougnt might 
give his readers difgufl, and even entreated his friend to 
conceal tbeir correfpondence for the prefent, leil the 
power of prejudice (raifed by his profefled friends) 
mould prevent them from looking into bis books : and 
all this in hopes to prevail* and give tlie defpifed gofptl 
of Jefus a recommending appearance in their eyes. Bu( 
alas ! he died before he had accomplifhed this dedgn ; 
aod perhaps, had he lived to the age of Methufelah, he. 
would never have brought it to pafs. So that we can 
only look upon this as his fervent defire, that the im- 
portant truth, in wliich he had found all he wanted,, 
mould be as great a blei&ng to others as it had been to 
bim. He gained a return of compliment for his favour- 
able fentiments and kind behaviour, but it was in vain 
- for him to expe£l to prevail any farther. 

His notion was, as he himfelf expreffes it, that ** the 
** tafte of the prefent age is fomewhat like the humour 
** of children ; their milk muft be fugared, their wine 
^* fpiced, and their necelTary food garnifhed with floiv- 
*• ers and enriched with fweet-meats." His defire that 
nrhat he called his principal point might be, if poflible, 
made thus palatable, engaged him in feveral coirefpon- 
dencies, fuited to the embeUiihment of his works ; his 
fuperiority, as a writer, caufed many to covet an ac* 

Ce a 
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^uaintance and friendfhlp with lum ; and his leader and 
complaifknt behaviour, even to thofe who differed, gave 
fbme of them hopes of prevailing with him, or by him, 
to advance their own various and oppofite fentiments. 
Filled with thefe hopes, their behaviour towards him 
waa accordingly refpe£lful; which, together with his 
retired fituation in life, prevented him, in a great mea- 
fure, from difceming their enmity to his principle 
Taking it for granted they meant as they ^ake, he 
judged them aiming to promote the fame important 
caufe. Had this been fa6c, they would have ftill merit- 
ed the regard he paid them ; their profefied zeal would 
have been commendable, had it been fubfervient to the 
true grace of God for which he pleaded ; but bears as 
different an afped when their enmity and oppoiitioa 
thereto is difcovered ; even as Paul's -moft hardened 
vvickednefs, was to the piety and zeal of his Pharifajc 
ftate. 

No fooner was he dead, than confultations were on foot, 
tending to bury his principles as well as him. Hia private 
letters were pdblicly advertifed for, in order to be print- 
ed ; which, by the ufe made of them, feemB not done 
with any defign to eftabliih the truths he contended for, 
but to pick out, if pofiible, fomething to their difad- 
vantage ; and, what is ftill more unworthy, to eftahlifii 
their own charad^ers in fuch attempts on the encomiams 
he had at one time or other beftowed on them, for want 
6f feeing them properly ; for want of knowing that 
their ruling principle was a fixed enmity to that gofpd 
which was his fole delight. Beiides this, feveral reports 
ivere fpread, detrimental to the important truth he had 
fo contended for. And knowing that all ai^d every one 
of them could be fully difprovea by Mr. Hervey's own 
hand-writing, I counted it my duty to print the defence, 
and to publifh the letters to the author, to authenticate 
it with Mr. Hervey's approbation. Though I was ap- 
prehenfive, at the fame time, it might carrythe appear- 
ance of oflentatic^, to fuch as did not know what was 
in hand, and fo could not be fenfible that the fupport of 
the important truth, which fhines through all his works^ 
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depended, in foaae meafurey on the puMicatian of thefe 
letters. ■ ^ \ 

Netwithftanding all this, the perfons concerned in the 
publication of two volumes, under the title of The let- 
ters of the late Rev. Mr. James Hervey, hare exerted 
themfelvea» with uncommon boldnefs, in disfiguring his 
principles ;- and at- the. fame time, introduce their own. 
.Tliis is evidently manifed from feveral notes annexed to 
thefe letters *. .In. thefe volumes they have iqfinqatedi 
that the author of the defence of Theron and Afpafio^ 
was ^ on the Antinomian iide of the queftion, and that 
Mr. Hervey by no means approved of his fentiments." 
"Upon this, there immediately appeared in the Gazetteer, 
Aug. 22* and London Chronicle, Aug. 26. a letter to 
the editor and publifher of thefe volumes, fignifying the 
blocking appearance of (lander and detraSion in vo- 
lumes under the name of a man fo averfe to fuch pro- 
ceedings ; -and proving, from Mr. Hervey's own words, 
the mdl apparent falfehood in their afiertions ; there be- 
ing no- letter in the whole two volumes, fo expreflive of 
famenefs of fentiment^' as the letters to the author of the 
defence of Theroni and Afpafio ; and concluding with 
thefe words^ ** The ferret flabs that are given to cha- 
** raflers, by modern pretenders to piety, would make 
** a court of juftice blufh. And I am perfuaded the 
"** real friends to Mr. Hervey's memory, or writings, 
will not be pleafed to find his name made fubfervient 
to fuch bafe purpofes." The proceedings are a lit- 
tle more open, ip the Gentleman's Magazine for Au- 
'goft ; where we are told, that Mr. Hervey himfelf " is 
•* by no means free of the charge of ftretching the 
** principles of sCalvin into Antinomianifm," p. 379. 
It is very evident Mr. Hervey concerned himfelf with no 
Calvinifticah or Arminian difputes. In one of his let- 
ters, fpeaking of Mr. W— — y*s condu<ft, he fays, " I 
am fometimes apprehenfive that he would draw me 
into a difpute about particular redemption ; I know 
** he can fay ftartling and horrid things on this fub-^ 
*^jeft ; and this, perhaps, might be the mofl effeiSlual 

* All there notes are thrown out of this editiou of our au- 
thor's works* 
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int." 

— -As to the charge of Antinomianifiny ankfs the pArti* 
cular errors are pointed out) (which may as wefl be doae 
without the affiftance of reproachful names,) it is no 

* more than a very vague uncertain found, made ufe of bf 
fome leaders in the yarious. clafies of religious peoj^ ts^ 
a political bugbear» whereby they difguile and disfigure 
the party they intend to reproach *• It is a term 



* Whtn thefe religiout politicl^os have raifed as a1arm» '* 
^ ware of the AntinoraiaDsr* the ignorant multitiule arc U} 
the inquiry to know, what this dreadful thing called Antinomii* 
anifm U ; they are told a hundred bngbear tales of nionfters in 
human fhape : when they inqaire farther who are AntiiromianiK| 
meaning who are thfc per font fo abandoned at to hold fnck' 
dreadful opinions or praftlces, they have nothing more to dlo^ 
than to place the name upon whom they pleafe ; and it follows 
of courfe, by this artful (hift, that the credulous -end deceived 
multitude believe the perlbns, fo pointed out, to 1>e guilty of 
whatever has been charged under that nan\e. Were it not for 
this piece. of artifice, they might perhaps be obliged, honeftly 
and fairly, to point out the particular errors of thofe they di(* 
like and accufe ; and, in fo doing, might manifeft, that they 
tfaemfeives know not what they fay, nor whereof they affirm. 

Mr. Hervey hat very properly exhibited fuch vain declaim- 
er^s in the following note : 

<' This puts me in mind of what Theodorns replied to Philo-^ 
*< cles ; who was often infinuating, that he preached iictntUm 
•< doArliie ; becaufe he enlarged, with peculiar affidnity, upon 
<< faith in Jesus Christ; and frequently chvfe fuch texts as, 
« Believe in the Lardjejuj, and thou jhatt he fanted.** * 

^* I preach falvation by Jesus Chkist; and give ne leave 
<< to alk, whether you know what falvation by Cmxist means? 
** Pliilodes paufed ; he begun to blufl) ; would have eluded the 
** queftion, and declined an anfwer. No, faid Theodorus, yon 
'^ mud permit me to infifl upon a reply. Becaufe, if it be a ri^ 
*' one, it will juftify me and my condu6l; if it be a Vftong one, 
^ it will prove, that you blan/e you know oot what; and bavfe 
** more reafon to inform yourfelf, than to cenfure others. 
^ <' This difconcerted him ftill more. Upon which Theodorut 
^ proceeded: Salvation by Chkist means, not only a deliver* 
^' aace from the^^'/f, Xva^X alfoTrom (he perwtr of fin. He gave 
*' himfelf for us, that he might redeem us from ali iniquity; 
** redeem us from our vain touverjaiiony as well as deUver qs frcm 
** the wrath to come.-^Go now, ^hilodes, and tell the world, 
^^ that by teaching thefe defines, I promot«4ke caefe of licen- 
^ tioufnefs. And yoa will be juft at ratiomal^ Joft as^ttm^ jut 
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■ot ooBfined to any dtdjotiary-interpreUtioiiy but admite 
of a variety of definitions, according to the various fen"' 
timents of the perfbns who life it, from the oioft profefi** 
cd preachers of Chrift, down to the Monthly Reviewers* 
who efteem no better of sfny that concern themfelves with . 
the nanie of Jefus, farther than what becomes a decent 
complai&nce to the profeilion of their country. Thefe 
gentlemen can read the Bible as well as thefid volumes, 
** without the leaft intelle6lual improvement'' in the doc- 
trine of Chrift ; and can alfo give a folid reafon for it, 
«fz. that they have no tafte for this kind <>f reading ; it 
is verv difagreeable to theih. They judge, ** that one 
<* virfiious dcfigtk promoted, one good'»6kion done, or 
^ one bad habit fubdued, is worth more than all fuch 
^triflingconfiderations'' as the death and refurre^on of 
Jefus. The fcripture-language concerning falvation onl|r 
by Chrift muft be Antinomianifm in their efteem. They 
»ped to be faved in doing well ; and the fcnpture af* 
furcs them, that ^ if they do well, they fhall be accept^ 
• ed.* Our Saviour declares, he never came to interrupt 
fuch people in their good intentions; but to fave the loft, 
and worthlefs, fuch as ought to perifW, according to eve- 
ry rule of equity ; and the real gofpcl of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift will ever prove * foolifhnefs,' a * ftonc of ftumbung,* 
and * rock of ofFcnce,* to any but thefe fort of people. 

Any one who has read the letters on Theron and Af- 
pafio, or evei* feen Mr. Hervey's fentjments of that au- 
thor, will <ealily perceive that a reply to that performance 
was abfolntely ncceffary, or clfe, ^ he obferves in one of 
bis letters, ** what is not confuted by argument^ is con- 
** firmed by filence." It was alfo neceffary, if poilible, 
that this defence (hould be by himfelf, or by his apprp- 
.bation ; and alfo that the public fhould be afcertained of 
this, that fo it may be confklered as a proper and nece£^ 
fary fupplement to his volumes. As thefe particulars catt 
be fo plainly difcovered by the letters prefixed, it is wcH 
that Mr. Hervey was fo open in his declarations. 

** at tfue^ fts if you fhould affirm, that the firemen, by playiag 
*f the engine, and pouring in water, burnt your h6ure to ihe 
** ground, and Wid your furniture iu albes,** Net<^ vol. U« diah 
«. page 364. 365. 
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As to our debate with Mr. Sandemany it feems to 
ftaod as follows : 

The turning-point from def^air to good hope, he eb- 
(ervesy is the hinge of the controverfy ; and this point is 
with Mr. Sandcman the finiihed work of Chrift, as it it 
{iilly fufficient to ▼indicate the divine juftice in faving the 
moft guilty. All the hope he has by this, is rcprefented 
by the hope a man has from hearing of the plentiful im^ 
portation of com in the time of famine ; while it yet re- 
mains a hazard'whether he (hall ever obtain any ; and his 
expeifbtion to obtain, is by labouring in painful dcfire 
and fear till crowned with enjoyment. 
• Afpafio's turning-point is the fini(hed work of Chrifty 
revealed in the g^racious declarations ^f the gofpel, not 
only ^fff9pporting the divine juftice in faving the moft 
guilty, but alfo as the fufficient obje£)' of the finnePs im- 
mediate trufl and confidence, agreeable to the repeated 
divine aiTurances that fuch (hall not be confounded or dif- 
appointed. ' And the works and labour of love Afpafio 
pleads for, are works of love to God thus manifefted 
and trufled in. 

. Afpafio's former opponents have obje^ed_to this im- 
mediate trull of a finner upon Chrift alone for everlafting 
life, by pleading for what they have conceived to be pre- 
vioufly neceifary, under the names of faith, repentance^ 
fan£liiication begun, tsfc. 

Mr. Sandeman has undertaken to prove, that all true 
£in£liiication, converfion, faith, iffc. fprings (blely from 
the truth of Chrift's fufficiency for the moft guilty, with- 
out any addition whatever, as the central point of divine 
revelation, and that all other religion is not any part of 
Chriftianity ; ^not any part of that do6lrine which came 
from heaven $ but only the vain efforts of the natur- 
al man to lower the divine chara£ler of the infinitely 
riehteous and juft God, and quiet his guilty confcience 
with a righteoufnefs infufficient, or, in other words, a 
righteoufnefs flained with fin; and that the names of con- 
verfion, faith, fan6lificiition, applied to this kind of reli- 
gion, are only fitted to deceive; and fuppofing 6ur appro- 
priation of truit to be a denial of this fufficiency of Chrift 
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ilone, he oppofes that alfo. This then is what we are 
concerned to defend. 

To this puipofe I have endeavoured to (hew, that, in 
trading to the fuificient righteoiifnefs of Chrift alone for 
everlaftine lifej we keep deai^ of the charge of denying 
the fufiicient righteoufneCsy and of adding or mixing an- 
other righteoufnefs with it. We may rather afk. How 
does it appear that any man believes it to be fufficient, 
when he dare not trufl his foul upon it> but waits in pain- 
ful deiire and fear, to difcover himfelf pofTeiTed of the dx- 
ftinguilhing qualities of a believer ? And as he carefully 
feparates what he beheves, frdm all foundation of hope 
or confidence therein for eyerlafting life, he appears to us 
involved in the abfurdity of hoping for eternal life by 
Chrift, becaufe he difcpvers himfelf without any founda- 
tion of hope, either in himfelf, or in the gofpel he beh'eves. 
. He may fay, ** he truftd to be faved by what Chrift 
** has done, if faved at all j" but that very if lignifies, 
that he does not truil upon what Chrift has done, but 
is waiting to difcover fomething elfe as a more proper 
ground o7 his confidence. And what is ih^it fomething elfcf 
but the diii^nce he difcovers betwixt himfelf and other' 
finners? So that after all our flourifhes againft felf-depend« 
ence and Pharifaic do£lnne, if we are not; upon our guards 
we (hall be at laft fettled on no other foundation. 

Mr. Sandeman, in endeavouring to prove that his view 
of the gofpel " quiets the guilty confcience of a man as 
** foon as he knows it," acknowledges with us, |hat the 
gofpel is defigned for that end ; but fails in his attempt 
to make out, that the guilty confcience of that man is 
quieted who difcovers no foundation in what he believeSf 
to truft in Chrift*s righteoufnefs for everlafting life. He 
fuppofes, that the uneafinefs and dread of confcience a* 
rifes only from the appearing impoffibility of a juft G6^ 
being a Saviour; from whence he infers, that the revela- 
tion of a righteoufnefs removing this feeming impoffibi- 
lity, brings the reft and peace the fcripture fpeaks of j 
without revealing any ground for truft and confidence in 
that righteoufnefs. But this fuppofition is not tru^ ; few 
or none are troubled with fuch- apprehenfions, nor does 
the fcripture ad4^fs men although they were. It is felf- 
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evidenty that the eaufe of pur dread is an aj^^pehedfipa of 
eur want of a righteoufnefs acceptable to the divine pu- 
rity ; and whslt relieves muft be our having fuck a rig]it- 
eoufnefi cither in ourfelvesy or by God's free gift. This 
Mr. S ■ n himfelf feems to acknowledge, when he talks 
of " labouring in painful defire and fear," as the effe6k of 
his cramped view of the gofpel. For why is this the ef- 
£e& ^ but becaufe what he believes does not afford the 
proper fatisfaftion. 

Mr. Sandeman's jealoufy is, leH we, by pleading thus 
(or a fiimer's truft and confidence on Chrift, (hould lead 
man into a felf dependence on his doing fomethiqg to re- 
lieve himfelf from his dreadful circumftances, inilead o£ 
being fupported only by what Chrifl has already done. 
Bat how eafy is it to perceive, that no man is or can be 
fupported by what Chriil has already done, but he that 
difcovers it the objeft of his tnift and confidence for ever- 
lafting life ; and that fo to depend on Chriil, and what 
he has done, is the very oppoiite of all felf-dependence, 
and inconiiftent with our depending on our doing anye 
thing either prefent or future ? 

It is true, a man that is at an entire uncertainty with* 
dut any dependence whatever,' is as clear of felf-dependw 
dice, as he is of dependence on what Choft has done. So 
a man that neither eats nor drinks, is as much out of 
danger of dyin^ with gluttony and excels, as he is of be- 
ing poifoned with unwholefome food. But how long can 
a man live thus^? And how long can a man fupport with- 
out having fome dependence or other for his foul ? It is 
18 natural for the mind of man to depend on fomething. 
^ainft the fear^ of hereafter, as it is for bis body to gra- 
vitate or fink till it meets with a proper fupport. Hence 
we find, that thofe who depend not on the truth, depend 
0n fome falfehood or other which they fuppofe to be 
true ; and when a man is beat off from one falfe depend? 
cnce, he is finking to defpair till he finds another, or is 
rdieved by the real truth. And that truth which relieves, 
muft reveal a foundation of dependence for everlafting 
life ; to attem^ to reft fhort of this, is to attempt to 
build a caftle in the air. The difcovery, that " God 
** may,, if he plea&s, have mercy upon me as I at j^te^ 
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^ feat fbmdy' ' although it tends to remove the Phanfaic « 
wifh or want to know that I am diftinguifhcd froioi o- 
therty yet leaves me unfupported as to original ana real 
dre^d of .confcience arifing from. my perfonal deficiency. 
And as fuch flight the divine warrant for the finner^t 
truft and confidence in Chrift's fuftcient righteoafnefs^ 
they naturally fink to- the hope of eternal ufe, not by 
what Chriil has done, or what, the gofpel declares^ but 
a hope that they are the fheep of Chrifl who hear his 
voice, which is in fad only a hope in themfehet. 

The generality of mankind are but little concerned a- 
bout the truth of the foundation of their peace of ^on- 
fcience; fo they have got fome hope, it is enough; they 
do not care to be difturbed from it with fuch a eontr^* 
verfy as this ; efpecially if they can but conceit theo^- 
felvea holy, or feel themfelves happy^: not confiderin^, 
that if their hope is founded on faUehood, their whole 
rdigion is a deceit : But they who are taught of Gody 
are not led by fond conjeftures ; they wiQ nqt be fatisfi- 
ed with any other reafon of their hope than the voice of 
that God who fpeaks in the confcienoe ; and Chrift the 
Saviour of the guilty givtn to be trufled in, is the only 
foundation that God has laid in Zion. 

I have only to add, that the manner in which the fub- 
ycGt is treated, that is, by fhort remarks on |he. paffaget 
we are concerned with, was the way in which the fubjeft 
•was treated for Mr. Hervcy's view; and as I could think 
of no fhorter method of defence, it is fo prefented to the 
public* 
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LETTERS 

FROM 

Mr. H E R V E Y 

TO 

The author. 





Dear Sir, 

LAST night I received ygut kind letter *; and this 
morning I have but a moment's fpace, in which 
to acknowledge it. However, I cannot negledi the firft 
;Opportunity.-^Are you the author that has given us as 
abridgement of Mr. Marfhall? Truly, I think, you have 
well beftowed your labour, and well executed your work. 
I'wifli you had not given yourfelf the trouble of fending 
me the book, becai2e I have it, and highly prize it.-^ 
The abridgement I mean. 

I (hould be very glad if yeu would read that dialogue 
you mention with a critical attention, if you would point 
out the places where you think I am confufed in my ap- 
prehenfions, injudicious in method, or weak in argument. 
As you have fo thoroughly ftudied the point, and (b of- 
ten taught the do^rine, you muft eafHy fee where the ef- 

• When I perceived by hit firft edition of Theron and Afpa- 
Ito, that he had fo publicly erponfed the truthj for which I had 
incurred the difpleafure of many of his profeiTed friends and 
admirers, I wrote to him, ficoifjfinc my fellowfliip with him in 
the defpifed truth. 
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fyf lies moft open to obje^ion, and where the point might 
receive addhronal ftrength. — You wotild much obhge me> 
if jon would do this with the utmoft impairtiality and 
freedom ; and, I hope, you would do fervice to the truth 
as it is in Jefus. Several peVfons, I find, are diifatisfied 
with my opinion on thitf head. Do, Sir, review dialogue 
xvi. and favour me with your free remarks, and friendly 
improvements. Whatever of this kind is done, I beg 
may be done fpeedily ; becaufe a new edition is in the 
pref8,and the printers will foon come to that part. — When 
I hear from you again, I will fpeak my fentiments with 
relation to your well-calculated defign of an evangelical 
library *. At prefent, I have Icifure only to affure you, 
that I am, dear Sir, your affediionate friend in Jefus 
Chrift, 

Weftofij Apr. 15. James Hervey. 



Dedr StR^ 

I Received your prefent by the coach ; I thank you 
for it ; and am much pleafed with it. — The doc- 
trine f which you approve in my eflky, and have clear- 
ly dilplayed and fully proved in your own writings, is 
not relifhed by every body ; no, not by many pious 
people. I take the liberty to fend you a couple of let- 
ters containing objedions \. I wiih you would be fd 

* An intended colle^ion of the moil evangelical pieces fruin 
the beginliing of the reformation down to the prefent (!a>. And 
^ as noth'.ng was deligned but the marrow ^.f each performance, 
lb iie judged it might be comprized in fix v 'lumcs^ anri defired 
that an abridgemeat of Theron and Afpafto might have a place 
in one volume of it. 

•f" This was a fummary of doftriile, extracted from Theron 
and Afpafio, in Arp;i(io*s own words. 

% Thefi? objcftors were adding no revealed truth to our minds, 
but on the contrary were ouly attempting tp overthrow the fo- 
lid foHndat'on laid for the hope, confidence, anri fal*. ation of 
guilty fmners; ihstt which makes the f^ofpel glad tidings imieed 
to Affch. They allowed, that the free znA uncordijionai nature 
of the divine d(.'clar.irions cbncermifg Chrift as an obj (ft of 
truft and confidence was the only foundation iip^n which rruft 
or confidence could be eftabliilicd; but they ini'.i.ev'iarJy con- 
tradifted this freenefs of thr J'.vine grant, by cloggjn^ it with 

Dd 
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kind . as to confider themy and in your cenctfi way, 
which I much admircy to make your remarks upon 
them. — One of the letters^ in cafe it exa6ily coincided 

the ^re-requifites of fenoornefs, fenfibility of need, real de* 
£res, and in (hort every qualificattoD that human pride could 
prefume upon the divine favour with, provided no Saviour had 
ever beeti revealed: Whereas, the man taugbtx>f Go^ is made 
fenftbk^ thut no qualificAtion in hira is to be a (lepping'ftone to 
the Kedecmer's righteoufnefs. His real ^fire is daily to live by 
that righteoufneTs, not by his own; and he is ferioms in this 
matter as being of the greateft importance, counting all thingc 
but iofs and dung, that he may win Chrift, and be found in 
hinij not having on his own righteoufnefs which is of the law. 
They allowed the gofpel-declarations contained what might be 
compared ** to a free welcome to an entertainment^ by a 
** friend's invitation;" but denied that this gave them leave to 
believe that this entertainment was theirs; and only ferved as 
an inducement for them to do fomething, called reception, m 
order to found a title. They were anfwered, it was not theirs 
as a property in their difpofal to g\vt away, or trifle with ; but 
theirs to partake of, it certainly was, by virtue of tbe invita«- 
tion. And this partaking of Chrift, and falvation in him, conid 
be neither more nor left, than living by him in virtue of thefe 
declarations^ inftead of feeking a title by inherent qualifica- 
tions; which would be, in faft, living by our own righteouP- 
nefs, and not by him. That if they allowed he was free for 
US to trud in, then the truft and confidence we pleaded for was 
vindicated as no prefumption, but rather an obedience to our 
divinely-gracious Benefaftor. The difference between Mr. 
Hervey and them, lay in their difibrent fentiments about what 
was the truth of the gofpel: what they counted gofpel, left them 
to feek for a fomething in themfelves under the name of faith, 
on account of which they might conclude themfelves faved per* 
fons*. What Mr. Htrvey counted gofpel, was the revelation 
of the divine righteoufnefs to the moft guilty, warranting their 
Immediate truft and confidence therein ; afluring tbem fuch 
confidence fhould not be difappointed. It is ea(y to perceive, 
that fuch confidence ranft be eflential to the real belief of fuch 
dodtrinc; as, on the other hand, no aifurance or confidence 
"can be ciTfntiai to the belief of that do<5lrine which leaves roe 
to feck for my ground of confidence in a fomething more than 
what Chrifl has alrejidy done, and God has f; freely prefcnted 
to me. Mr. Hervey'sview wa? nof to eOabliOi ailandard for 
the hope of Calvntion of this kind, as depencKng upon our in'ne- 
rent qualifications, whether called conviftions, faith', repent- 
ance, or by ^ny other name; but rather to efVablifli an impor- 
tant:, comfortable, precious truth, concerning an open door of 
acccfs to God by what Chrift has done, and falvation in him, 
granted to the moft guilty, on a fuppofition that every mouth 
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with my fentjmentSy I fhould think too difFufe and pro- 
lix. I love to have the force and fpirit of a fubje(5k 
contradled into a fmall compafs, and exhibited to our 
minds in one clear and cafy view. Long difcourfcs^, 
and protrafted arguments> diffipate the afttention, and 
overwhelm the memory. — I think you are very happy 
in exprefling yourfclf with a brevity that is ftriking, yet 
perfpicuous. 

I am not fhaken in my own, opinion by thefe attacks ; 
but I (hould be glad to deliver it more dearly, and eila- 
blifh it more firmly in another edition. If you can fpare 
a little time from your own labours,- I hope you will 
gratify me in this requeft ; and I tnift He, whom you 
ierve, will make it a blefling to me and to oth^ers. 

I would beg of you to return thefe letters, and (if 
the Xiord (hall enable you) with free obfcrvations on the 
moji material poinUf as foon as pofftble ; becaufe our new 
edition goes on apace, and will loon come to dialogue 
xvi. I have fome thoughts of enlarging it a little, and 
dividing it into two dialogues. At prefent it is rather 
too long to, be read at once. 

I heartily wifh you fuccefs in your projefted work. / 
ajfure you^ it is my opinion, that fuch a work, if well 
executed, will be one of the moft valuable fervices to 
the prefent age. You will not, I hope, be too hafty. 
Mr. W— has huddled over his performance in a moft 
precipitate, and therefore moft impcrfedl manner. One 
would think his aim was, not to fele£l the beft and np* 
bleft paiTages, but to reprint thofe which came firft to 
hand. — If I live to fee another edition of Theron and 
Afpafio publilhed, I will defire' your acceptance of a 

IS (lopped, and alt the world (in every pretenfion or p'ca unto 
rightcoufnefs) become pcrfe^Iy on a level before nim. Thii 
truth he apprehended ^ras, when received, the conviAion and 
faith of every true belicVer, and the foundation of immediate 
trufl and confidence, and as fuch was neceifary and elleiiiial 10 
folid peace of confcience, and true holinefs of heart and life; 
yet, at the fame time, entirely oppofite to the peace and boli- 
ncfs of men of the Phanfaic fpirit^ - In lh«rt, we feenied to 
be only opon the old apoflolic or refomiarion difpute ftilt, viz. 
whether we are to be jutiified by faith in Chnft without works } 
or whathar we are fiift to find fome righteoufnefs in ourfelvts? 

Dd 2 
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ffTt ; and I hope it will be improved and eoriched whJi 
your obfervatioDS : which will be a favour acknowledged 
by, dear Sir, your a£Fe£lioDate frienS in Jcfus Chrift, 

Jamfs Hervey. 

P. S. Pray don't fpare my own performance ; but 
freely animadvert upon Afpafio. I am fenfible he feme- 
times fpcaks unguardedly, and fometimes feems incon- 
fiftent with himfelf. 

Weflon Favelly Apr. 2 a. 1 755. 



Dear Sir, 

1 Received your laft valuable letter, and fiaccrcly 
thank you for the judicious obfervations \l contain- 
ed.— Your other letter alfo, which conveyed an anfwcr 
to , came fafe to hand. — How is it, dear Sir, that 

godly ^ people are fo averfc to this do<^ne f ? 

I have another letter from , containing remarks 

upon, and objedlions to Mr. Marihall. I W011I4 traof- 
ihit it to you by this conveyance, but I remember you 

♦ Mr. Hervey here ufes the word /^rf^ in the common figni- 
fication of it, gs di (ling u idling the religious from tbofe who 
profefs BO religion; but, in th^ fcripture-fenfcof the word, i( 
is confined to thofc whofe religion is formed by the belief and 
love of that truth which came from God for the bop^ of the 
guilty. 

+ Thefe godly people he mentions miftook hjm continual- 
ly, by apprehending all he faid in the light of tb^ properly qu?* 
lified-faith ; whereas his apprehenfion was totally in the light 
of free falvation to the guilty, as the ground of immediate 
confidence : and as they could make no hefitation about confid- 
ing in the Lord, if (as they termed it) their evtdennfis ivert clear ; 
fo he made no hefitation about confiding in the Lord as a guilty 
(inner; the diyine declarations to the guilty anfwcring to him 
as the foundation of bis confidence, as th§ir evidences would 
to them if they could conceive t\iem to be cUar; and as his 
confidence only arofe from the truth he believed, it fto^d i» fo 
near a connection with it, that he accounted it eifential to it: 
us, on the other hand, their con/idence depending upon vbat 
they found in themfelves, as didinguilhing charafteriftics of 
God*s children, could only have exiftence whep and fvhileth^y 
could thus conceive of themielYes. 
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liav alre^d]r wQrk Hppn yoiv ban4a* In my next it 
AaH wait iipon ypu, Nty osly aiis» I \n]ii, is to iia4 
out the truth. ^S it 14 ii?i Jefua ;^ whicb^ al( prefect, { 
%^ Goqvincefi i^ with yoiY« There is fo much clear ocfs 
^nd fimpUcity if^ your do^ixincy it i^ (q fi)ita]^le to the 
gpodQef^ q£ Go^y s^d {q epiioently copdMcive to the 
coipfprt, recovery, an4 happifirffi of ^ 6i]qer> that I 
p^iiQt ^e pcrfuaded to relinf^uifh it.— -I (hould he glad 
%q x^aintajn it i^ a aonvbciog, yet the xx\oA ij^offcnfive 
ipa^Qer. I. proppfe to allot two dialogyj^s for this very 
important fubjeS. How, in what form and order would 
you. ^viie me to proceed ? Pray don't fcruple to exprefs 
yourfelf -with alLpoilible freedom. Dire A and corred, 
as a fn^nd and feUow-labourev *, &c. ^ 



Dear S1&9 

LAST night I received the favour of your twjo packer 
ets; a^ndy I afTuce you, a real favouf I efteem them. 
Your anfwers are fo clear, fo confiftent, fo comfortable t 
they very much tend to cftabliih my mind. — I find by 
|iour experieHce, the ^' account I mean of GOD'S deal- 
<< iDga with your fqul," that you ha«e incurred (but 
fiire^ without any juft caufe) the difpleafure of many. 
Now, as tliis is the cafe, my dear Sir, Let. us ad prudent* 
Ij; be wife as ferpcnts. Don't you think, I beg of you, 
that I am afhamed of your friendfhip. GOD forbid ! 
But as I have fome concern, and you have a greater zeal 
for the£e precious dodlrines, let us ufe the mofl probable 
means to fpread them. You know the power of preju-t 
dice is great ; is almoft incredible. Many people, tvers 
they to know, that you and I have been laying our 
cottnfels together, perhaps would never look into my 
book. We feem now to have a favourable opportunity 
of difFufing theft facred and delightful truths f. My 
books h^ve been well fpoken of in three of the London 

* Tke remainder of this letter is foft. 

jp How evidently docs Mr. Sandeman appear to be miftak^n, 
in cailiD^ this the popular doclrine, or in jud^^.lng that \a, i3«r- 
vcy had gained a public efte m o^ tlic account of it ? " 

Dd.3 
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* Magazines fucceflively ; and there is printing a new 
edition. The LORD JESUS, the WONDERFUL 
COUNSELLOR, direA ua in this truly-important af- 
fair. — I will now, relying on his unerring SPIRIT, fct 
about preparing the xvith dialogue for the prefs ; and I 
fhould be very defirous to have it pafs under your exam- 
ination before it is launched into the world. You wifl 
give me leave to expc6l an anfwer ; and let me know from 
time to time, where a letter may find you, fent by, dear 
Sir, your obliged and afFe£lionate brother in CHRIST 
JESUS, 

IVeftoriy May 8. J* Hervey. 

Dear Sir, 

IHave been fo poorly in my health, and fo much en- 
gaged in company, that I could not poffibly get the 
inclofed ready before this time ; which is the caufe, the 
only caufe, of my deferring my thanks for your laft fa- 
vour. * * 

As to the doftrine under confideration, I have given 
a favourable and attentive ear to all that is faid againft 
it ; and yet the more it is attacked, the more I am con- 
vincpd of its truth. The LORD JJESUS enable me to 
deliver and teftify, with clearoefs of fentiment, and meek- 
nefs of temper, what I am perfuaded in my own con- 
fcience, is the true gofpel of grace ! — The inclofed pa- 
per contains fbme of the alterations which I propofc to 
make. Anothet- Iheet^ill comprife the remainder. Let 
me dcfire you^ dear Sir, to examine them, and remark 
upoh them, as freely and impartially as you have done 
upon other papers. Pi*ay trtat me with a kind feverity. 
Whatever fentcnce or expreflion appears wrong, I beg of 

* Some of thefe recommend atious were not to4he advantage 
of the truth, which it was his main deHgn to communicate: of 
this Mr, Sandeman has not failed to take notice; and it mud be 
acknowledged, that a refentment of the offices of fuch a friend 
Hiight not have been improper. But the fame reafons which htf 
had for defiring the (ilence of one friend for the preftnt, in^y 
he juftly fuppLofed the reafon he ihewed no refentment to the 
officioufaefis of the othf r. 
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jovi, animadvcrty corred, fpare it not. I afiure you, I 
can beai^ to be told, (by your friendly pen at leaft,) this 
is not evangelical; here you contradi6i yourfelf ; this is 
redundant, and that ambiguous. — PleSde to make little 
marks of reference in the MS. and pen down your obfei^ 
nations on a feparate paper. 

I think to drop my firft defign of dividing the effay 
into two dialogues, and anfwering the various objedions. 
This I intend to poftpone for the prefent ; and would print 
no more than is needful to explain, eftablifh, and guard 
the tenet. — I think to add in a note, a friendly invita- 
tion tq any ferious and ingenuous perfon on the other 
fide of the queflion, to debate and fift this very import- 
ant point ; profefiing, that if it can be proved erroneous^ 
I will retradl and renounce it, not only without reluc- 
tance,- but with pleafure and thankfulnefs. Truth, the 
truth ©f the gofpel, is my pearl ; - wherc-evcr I find it, 
thither (without refpcft to names or perfon s) would I re- 
fort, and there would I abide. May that gracious pro- 
mife be fulfilled to us in our fearches, " The LORD 
" ftiall guide thee continually!" — I hope to fend you, 
very foon, the refidue, and am, dear Sir, your obliged 
and affeaionatc friend in CHRIST JESUS, 

fVeftorif May ^i. 1755. J. Hervey. 



Dear Sir, 

LAST night I was favoured with your fecond letter, 
and fincerely thank you for the freedom you have 
ufed, and the correftions you have made. — Herewith I 
fend the remainder of dialogue xvi. thofe parts I mean, 
that ^re to undergo fome alteration » I wifh you could 
borrow the larger edition ; to that the numeral referen- 
ces are made, as from that the new edition is prinflhg.— ^ 
I hope you will be fo kind as to examine this MS. alfo 
with a friendly feverity. Spare no fentiment or expref- 
fioR, I befeech you, that fo much as feems contrary to the 
found woi^s of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. . If you 
fee any thing that may be conveniently omitted^ I wifti 
you would inclofe it in a parentheiis ; for I fear, the dia- 
logue will be too long, and overwhelm the attention; 
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I 9fn ^H3^ ihat.I ^m fp ftraiteaed in tuae» smd ^nt i^ 
i)Q more; my (errant waits, and if J. dda^y h|m any ]ongr 
er, will hp too hte to difps^tch £bme neceflacy ))t^eC$ fof 
$he faiQily.-T-Be ple^fed tq favour zne with your pbiierv^r 
tion^ 49 (pon 9B pofilble, becaufe the printers will, if they 
are delayed much longer, be tempted to in|patience. | 
(l^qld be glad if ypu wouh} mi^e Wefton in yoi|r vqay, 
V^hf n yoi^ retupa from Norwich,. May the LOkQ J£r 
^US ftrcQgthen yoi^r j^Agemeat, maJ^e you qf ^^jck ijiq- 
ijcril^ndiiigi and enable you tp dete^ every tfii^g, i^, ijei j 
poor efTay, thfit is sot agreeable to his wo^d !--:-|. ;^n 111 
4$H^ whether ^i» letter (hQi44 ^ 4ii^e£^e4 tp yoVs ^i 
Lpp^^P) ^f Norwi^h.:rr-A miftake in this partio^Isii: ms^ 
psipfe % Ipnger delay in the afF^ir. Th^ ^-ff ei^g QQ|) 
gi|i4e n^ in evezy thing ! I cbufe X^oadcin, ^^4 hQpf i^ 
^iil 9Qiae |o ypuf h^pd before you fet out. I ^, de^ Sir^ 
)wuF qbliged ^nji tr-uly-s^e^ip^atf friend i^ CHRIST 
1?SUS, 



I Should be very gkd, and much obliged, if you could 
give rae your company in ypur return from Norwich, 
that we may thoroughly canvafs, and carefully examine 
the important fubjedl of our correfpondence. I have or* 
dered the printers to keep their types, compofed for this 
part of my work, landing; and to proceed with the re- 
maiiider, before this is worked off. So that I hope |o 
kaye the whole in proof fheets to lay before you in one 
yiiew, provided you CQuId favour me with yomi^ cpi^p^y 
]^€tty foon. 

A celebrated divine from al^road writes t^us, in a. pri- 
vate letter to his friend; in which he fpes^s the very f^x^ 
timents of my hieart, and I apprehend, of yours alfo« 

^* I^ apprehend, Mr. Hervey'st definition of faith will 
^ expofe him moft to the generality of divines, bpth of 
^ the church of England ^nd diffeixters ; though it \\ % 
** very good one, when well expl?iincd. The perfuaiipq 
<* or affurance which is in the very nature of faith, muft 
** be carefully diftiaguilhed from that whirfi b^s, in 4 
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** manner, appropriated the pame of ailurance to itfelf ; 
*f 1 mean that exerjcife of fpiritual fenfe foXiovfing upon 
** hiving f^ith, whereby a believer ^es, and, upon good 
^^ grounds, concli)de9 hiinfelf to be in a ftate of grace 
*^ and falvajtipp) and that he hai an a£^ual in.tereft in 
** CHRJST, and hi? whole pyrcb4fe, even eternal Kfc. 
*f T}ie foundation of thie aflurance of fenfe^ 19 the bic* 
** liever's experience ^nd feeling pf what the HOLY 
•^ GHOST h^8 already wrought in his fouj, and it runs 
'f into thi3 cppclufioD ; I find the fruits of the SPIRIT 
*^ planted in my fowl ; I am a new creature ; I love the 
*f LDRP JEgUS iH fincerity * ; and it is pue of the 
** greateft burdens of my life, that I have no love fuited 
^f to fo glorious a One f . From all Ayhich I f^m fure, 
*^ GOD has given- me CHRIST, pardoned my £01, I' 
** ^m m a ft^te of gr^^e, f^nd muft go to glory. But 
*^ the ground 9nd fib^unds^tion of that particular ptthdet 
iiAn and j^Hiirance, which is in the nature 9f favipg 
faith, is the glorious authority and faithfulnefs of GOD 
in the gofpel record, promife and offer ; and it rifes 
no higher than this, that, GOD offer^ aQd thereby^ as 
he is truf and faithful, gives CHRf Sf, wj^h 9^ hiji 
*< fulnefe, to me, to be beucvejl op, and trufted in, fqf 
" life and eternal (alvation J. So th^t t not only ^fely 
** and warrantably may, but am obliged § to receive, ap- 

* Itmuft be remembered, that they who lave the Lord Je« 
fvs, lov^ him that came to fave, not the righteous, bat tlie 
g^ltx ; not t^e qualified, but the loft. 

f TbU manner of expteifiDii, ^bich tbiis friend never leam- 
e4 from the fcripturesy but catched (as I foppofe) throjugb com- 
mon euftom, favours too much of tbe leaven of the BKarifees. 
The Chrlftian, confcious to himfelf that he is guilty, makes na 
account of the degrees of imperfe^ Iovjb, but lives folely a^- 
entirely by tbe tighteoufhefs revealed for the hope of the guil- 
ty: and what he lives by,, he loves; not as a ta& proportioned 
-by the woBtfainsrs of the objeA, but as an aBe6:ioa asifiag from 
the truth believed. 

% T^is is well expreffed, and evidently dtfiinguifiics hia 
nKfniog of the word <|^«r, from the i;^ of 9 bargain to ^ny 
who will eome «p £0 the terms. He evidently means the neah 
grant o^ the bleflings, as when money, food, and4ftthing, aie. 
ofiiered to the poor, famiftied, or naked. 

' 5 They who hear and undf rftand this gofpelr-grsce, £nd ii 
their bounden du^^ as wfiU as thexc happy pnv^ege, ^d heact^ 



f« 
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* ply, and make ufe of JESUS CHRIST as my own 
' Saviour, by refting on him, and tnifting to him as 

* fuch. JEHOVAH'S great gift, offer,* and promife, 

* give^ every (inner a fufficient warrant to do this, and 

* are a ftrong hnmoveable foundation for this perfuafion 

* or affurance of faith. Nor can any other folid fatisfy- 

* ing anfwer be given to a broken-hearted humbkd crca- 

* ture *, who puts away from himfelf the gracious pro- 
^ mifes and offers of the gofpel upon this ill-grounded 

imagination, that ttiey do not belong to him. To 

* whom it always may, and ought to be-anfwercd, that 

* they do belong to him, in the fenfe I have mentioi^ 
<edt." 

This extraft is, I think, the prccife explanation of our 
do6trine. If you find any expreilion, not exadily fuited 
to your opinion, pleafe to obfcrve it. I am, dear Sir, your 
affectionate and obhged brother in CHRIST, 

Wefiofty July 6. 1755- J- HEkvEY. 



Dear Mr. Cudworth, 

LAST night I received your favour, and according 
. to your requeft, have written to my excellent 
friend, without delaying a fingle poft. The LORD 

inclination, no more to feek to live by their own, but to live 
entirely by the divine righteoufnefs. 

. * If this gentileman, by a hrshtn^srttdhimAUi treature^ meaas 
ibme that v'ere hereby more qualified for mercy than the re'l^, 
he would differ from us widely ; but if (as I apprehend) he on- 
ly means thofe wbofe criminal remorfe renders >^hem abfolutely 
deilitute of every other hope than by C^«ft alone, we arc of 
one mind. ■ 

f One of the moft evangelical -appearing objeAions agalnft 
this grant of Chrift to be believed on, is, << That, according 
*^ to this doArine, theiree gift does not fecnre their reigniag 
** in life on whom it is beftowed ; becaufe they may rife to 
*^ damnation for all that abundance of the gift.** To which it 
may be anfwered, That gif t^ tbo* to fmners indefinitely, that 
they may live, by it, yet is a -non-entity to every lone till he* 
bears it, and uo conveyance of righteoufnefs to any man tbat 
does not befteve it, according to tkat which is fpoken. And on 
the other hand, where a man does really believe it, he un» 
doubtedly lives by it ; and Wazxt grace reigns tbtougb rigbUoufnefi 
UeUrnai Ufe^ pver ali who ar« thus begotten again. 
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JESUS accompany my conciliatory offices with his hea« 
vcnly bleffing ! 

I hope you had a good' journey, and are well ia 
healthy and joyful through faith. — ^We (hall all be glad 

to hear* that bore his journey comfortably, and is 

returned home more and more eftabliihcd in the love of 
his bleffed LORD. 

I hope you do not forget me and my family, my peo* 
pie, and my work at the prefs. — ^May the good LORD 
profper you, and your labours of lo^e ! 

I am much fbraitened for time, and can add no more 
at preient, but that I am yours, mod cordially, 

yiug» 4. J. Hertsy. 



Dear Mr. Cudworth, 

Mr. W— d has been with me, and went away 
lail week. We had much talk concerning you. 
I told him what I thought of your converfation and doc- 
trine. What I. could urge feemed to make no impref- 
iiou. I afTure you, my eueem for you 1% not diminiihed. 
I am more and more perfuaded, that -your method of 
ftating that grand and precious do£lnne-^^the dodkrine 
of faith in CHRIST— is the truth of the gofpel. Your 
company, when ever you come this way, will be truly 
acceptable to all my family. 

I wifh you would inform me of the miilakes which 
you apprehend to be in Dr. Crifp's fermons. I have t^ie 
i\ew edition ; intend to read them Very attentively 5 and 
fhould be glad of your cautionary hints. 

Pray let me hear from you foon ; and believe me to be, 
dear Sir, your faithful and cordial friend, 

Wejloriy Sept. 9. J. Hervey. 



J)ear Mr. Cudworth, 

I Received your welcome letter from London. I fhould 
have anfwered it much fooner, but I had quite for- 
got where to (direft. The dire6lion was given me in the 
firfl letter you ever wrote to me, which, confiding only 
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of kind and friendly cz]Jrefi]oiis> i fafPered to peri(h» sa 
I do all letters of that kind. Your other epiftobiry fs^ 
tours I carefotiy prcfcrve.-^I have waited, and Diralted 
One day after another, in hopes of feeing you at WeftoO) 
in your retarh to Norwich; and have been uneafy in my* 
U^f Icil you fhould think I negled): your correfpond- 
cnce> Indeed I do not. Neither do I folr^et my pro* 
mife. [ ha^e a fet of the new edition, feferved on pur- 
^£e for you I to be delivered into your own hand, if 
you call upon m^. Or,, I wiH order a fet for you in 
liondon, where-erer you fhall appoint. 

I iincerely thank you for the copy of your letter. Tlie 
fentfments are fuch as I wifh to have written on my 
heart ; fuch as I wi/h to fpeak and teach, , while I live ; 
and in my writings (if my writings furvive me) to tefti- 
fy when I am dead. May the good LORD bear wit- 
nefs to fuch do6lrine, by making it healing to the con- 
fcience, and fruitful in the converfation. 

Your treatife of marks and evidences I will attentively 
read. If any thing occurs, which feems to need expli- 
cation or alteration, I will moil freely communicate it. 

Pray let me hear from you foon. Inform me h9w you 

go on with Mr. . Depend upon it, I will do you aH 

the fervice that lies in my power. Not merely becaufe 
you are a friend, whom I efteem, but alfo becaufe I am' 
perfuaded, you work the work of the LORD JESUS. 
—To whofe tender love I recommend yoiirfelf and you^ 
labours; and am, dear Sir, your truty-affe6tionate friend, 

Wefton^ Oa. 9 ' J. Hervey. 



My dearfriendy 

YOUR welcome letter is now in my hand. I thank 
you for the remarks it contains. The LORD make 
UB of quick underftanding in the fear of the LORD ! 

I have read the treatife concerning marh and enjtdtn- 
tes. I am going, as foon a^ I have difpatohed this let- 
ter, to read it again. If to do the heart good be a figa 
of its value, I can very confidently bear ^his telHmony 
to its wortbi It refrefhes my fpirit and 'comforts my 
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fotiL I hope, when re-poblifhed, it will )>e attended 
with this blcfTed effe^ to multitudes of readers *• — I 
believe it would be advifeable to fend it abroad without a 
maaCf and commit it wholly to the difpo£aI of Himi who 
it head over all things to the church* 

Did you ever fee a little treatife written by one Mr. 
Bearty formerly paftor of a church in the place where 
you now refide i It is ftyled^ ^. wm&catiou of the eter" 
nal law and everlqjling goJ^eL It is but veiy lately that 
it came to my hands. It appears to me a truly valua- 
ble piece* — ^I forgot to deflre, that you would prefent 
my moil cordial falutations to .Mr* ■ . It is not 

for want of efteem that I do not write to him, but from-' 
want of health, and a multiplicity of engagements. I 
fhould be very glad, if he would communicate with aU 
freedom, any remarks that he himfelf has made, or has 
heard from others, relating to Theron and Afpafio* 

Mr. ■ called upon me, about ten days ago, in 

his return to London. He ftaid only to make a hafly 
breakfaft, fo that I had .very little cpnverfation with 
him* I hope the Gk^d of power, and the God of peace, 
will unite our hearts in the love of the fpirit, and unite 
our hands in the work of the Lord* 

There is no ftage goes from Northampton to Suffolk. 
I bdieve I may convey a parcel by the Cambridge car- 
rier. I will inquire of him, when he comes this way ; 
and if it is a pra'dicable thing, you (hall have the books 
by his next return. 

We (hall be aU glad to entertain you at Weflon ; and 
my beft prayers will always accompany your labours in 
the Lord. — I fend a frank, left your ftock (hould be ex- 
haufted.— Write to me foon, and pray for me ever, 
who am, dear Sir, your affectionate brother in Chrift, 

Wefiony Nov, B. 1755. J. Hbrvey. 

* This treatife, fo ufeful to my worthy friend, was one of 
the moft o^Tenfive" pieces to ray opponents; which very plain- 
ly manifefls, that whatever compliments and pretenfions of re- 
gfird might be paid to Mr. Hcrvey, they differed exceedingly 
ia tafte and judgement of fpiritual things* 

£ e 
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Mj dear friend^ 

ISenty laft weeky by th« Caimbridge carrier, a £et of 
my books. He promifed me to deliver them to the 
Bury earner ; and^ I hope, by this time, they have 
peached your hands.-^Whenever you peep upon them, 
^ray be fo kind as to note down any expreiiions or feo* 
timents that are not ihorQughiy evangelical. I fhall be 

? leafed with them, and thankful for them, even though 
(hould not have, through the want of a new editioo, 
an opportunity of inferting them in my volumes. 

I have been thinking of your propofal to republifb 
your treatife on marks and evidences* Suppofe 70a 
tranfmit it, detached from any other piece, under a 
frank to me. Suppofe I fend it to an underilanding sad 
ftgacfous friend ; and learn liis fentiments, and get his 
critical obfervations on it. By this means, you will fee 
what is likely to give offence, or meet with objection ; 
atid may, perhaps, be enabled fo to form your arga- 
iRcnts, fo to draw up your forces, as to prevent of 
baffle any attack. If you approve of this fcheme, iend 
me a copy of the piece ; tear olF the title pagey and i 
will immediately convey it to a friend, who lives at a 
great diftance from London, who knows nothing of tbe 
author, and will ^vt rae his opinion, without favour or 
difafFe(?tion. 

Left you ihould not be fumifked with a frank, I fend 
the inclofed. — My iifler is gone from home ; my mother 
is in health, and will sJways be gkd of fuch conveHa- 
tion as yomrs; which will be equally agreeable to» 
dear Sir, your affectionate friend and bTOther In Chrift 
Jefus, 

Wejl^n^ Nov. 25. 1755. J. Hervet. 



My dearfrlend^ 

1 Received, with plcafure and gratitude, your letter 
and its contents. Would have made my acknow- 
ledgements immediately ; but waited a poft or two, m 
hopes of tranfmitting to yow fome remarks on your trea 
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tife. But my friend has not feat them. As foon as 
they come, they fhall be forwarded to you. 

I am very much pleaied with your explanation of. In 
the Lord have I righteoujnefs, ^^ 1 2i finner, not I a new 
•* or ^ndlified creature." This is encouraging ; this is 
delightful ; it is like a door opened in the ark for me, 
even for me to enter. BleiTed be God for fuch trutlis I 
Such truths make the gofpel glad tidingfs indeed to my 
foul. They are the very thing which I want ; and the 
only thing which can give me comfort, or do me 
good *. 

When people inquire, whether, fan£^ification is an evi- 
dence of juftiHcatioB ? I fuppofe, by fan£lification, they 
mean what St. Paul calls the fruits of the Spirit ; love of 

* If .Mr. Hervey may J>e believed, nothin<; was more offen 
live to him, than thofe encomiums on his piety, which only 
ferve to reader his confellion of himfelf hypocritical, and hii 
dodlrine falfe. In all bis thoughts, in all his practice, he found 
himfelf a finner; and in nothing; more fa, than in entertaining 
^ny good conceit of himfelf, or. his o%vn ftate, by compari Ton 
with, other men. God had taught him be had no ^-ale to me.v-, 
^^e by, bat the perfeiftlaw, or will of heaven ; and every fin^ 
gle deviation ferved to render his plea of righteoufnefs vain, 
-to clafs him among the reft of mankind-finners, and fnbjeA 
Irim to eternal ven;;eance. In the view of thefe circum/larces, 
siiejrcy revealed in ChriH Jefas to the guilty, was a precious 
joyful fonnd, which he heard and lived by^ Had he heard any 
«ae deferibe the holy, heavenly, pious Mr. Hervey, he would 
liave replied. Yon have defcribed a man that will never enter 
heaven ; but in the guilty Mr. Hervey, living only by the di- 
«vine righteouTnejni, you ^nd the maa that is taught of Qod. 

To love ,thc divine righteoufnefs provided for the guilty as 
iiich ; to love God tims charai^rifed as ju(l, and the j^iQifier 
•f the ungodly by the rij^hteoufnefs of his Son; to love thein 
that are of this truth, for the truth's fake dwelling in them, is, 
according to fcripture-account, the didinguifiiing bo&nefi oftrutk^ 
whereby the children of God are manifef^ed from the children 
of the devil; and the works of love to this righteoufnefs, are 
.the only works that will be openly rewarded and acknowledged 
in the great day. It is alfo evident, from fcripture and exp&- 
Cience, that men may compafs fea and land to make a profe- 
•lyte, may give all their goods to feed the poor, and even their 
ilodies to be burned, yet want this charity; they may do all this, 
4Uid at the fame time manifeft themfelves to be the children of 
.them who crucified Jefus, by their coadu^ towards his real gof* 
pel^ and the dlfeiples of it. 

Ee 
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God, charity to man, meeknefs, temperance *, &c. 
Now, may we not allow thefe to be proper evidences of 
faith,' but maintain that the appropriating faith, or the 
faith of perfuafioh f, is the appointed means of produ- 
cingf them ! * The life which I live in the flefh,' the life 
of holinefs, ufefulnefs, and comfort, * I live by the faith 

* of the Son of God.' What this faith is, he explains 
in the next fentence ; by viewing the Son of God, * as 

* loving me, and giving himfclf for me»'— Pray favour 
me with your Opinion of i John iii^. 19. This feems 

\ one of the texts, leaft reconcileable with our dodlrin^ ^» 

I have a long letter from a new hand, /wrote .very fair, 

and drawn up in an elaborate manner, in oppoiition to 

, my account of faith, and to feveral parts of dialogue xvi. 
It coniiils of five iheets, wrote on every fide 5 too large 
I apprehend to come under a frank, otherwife I would 
tranfmit it to you for your perufal. ^ And I hope. to fee 
you ere long ; then we may exaniinc it together. 

* They fiiould mpan fo; nnd the fruit of love, fee. wb^ch is 
' evidently fix>m this- operation of the divine* trirth we p<»ad for, 
is undoabtedly a conftfmii^g evidf^nce of its haying become iHUr 
faith, and «>f its diVine eflBcacy in working by love. 

•f* By appropriating faitby he means the confidence arifing from 
the belief «>f the truth, of rifthteoufiiefs ard falvat'on f-eeiy 
prefented to the guilty in Chrift Jefus, asfheirimniediate^ronnd 
of confidence; which he aWb flyles the faith of perfuafion^ to dii^ 
tmguifh it i'rom that which is defcribed, not by what wc are 
perAiaded of, but as a hidden, holy principle, difcover.iblc on- 
ly by the good qualifications which didinguifh us from others. 

I Hereby ue (the ehi'dren of the truth, by loving one another 
for the truth's fake alone, not in word and«in tongue, but in 
deed and in truth) hereby ive knmu (or have an additiona) con- 
firming knowledge,) that ive are of the truth we nrofefs, and /hall ' 
afftire our hearts before him, faying with Peter, Lord thou khovefi 
all thiaj^f, thou knorweft that we love thee : For if our hearts condetf^n 
us^ that wc love not thofe wlu) are of this truth, or that our 
love to them is not for this truth's fake, whatever pretenfions 
we may make to the faith, and. of comfort, joy, holinefs, &c 
yet God is greater than our heart, and krumeth all things ; therefore 
cannot be deceived by our pretended regard to him and hiii 
truth, while we love not them who arc of this truth. But, he^ 
hvedy if our hearts condemn us not, (if the law of the New Tefta* 
ment, Jer. xxxi. 33. to helieve on Chrift, or live by his right* 
eoufnefs, and love one another for this tfuth*s fake, is written 
on our hearts,) then have we confidence tffwan^ Qod^ 
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I am glad to hear that you are acquainted with Mr, 
-, and that he is (b well acquainted with the truth 



as it 18 in Jefus. The Lord enable him, and raife up 
many more miniilers, to fpread abroad the joyful foynd. 
—When you give me your company, do not forget to 
bring with you the evangelical piece on the work of the 
8pirit in bringing a foul to Chrift. 

There is one paifage in dialogue xvi. which I think, 
ts very injudicioudy inferted, and ia really a miftake. 
The note^ p. ^03. I obferved it a good while ago, and 
expunged it from my copy ; and my new oppofer has 
not fpared to animadvert upon it. What need have we 
to pray for that divine Guide, who leads us Into all truth / 
May this divine Guide dwell iu us, and walk in tis, be 
our counfellor and comforter even unto death ! Dear ' 
Mr. Cudworth, I hope, will not forget in his prayers 
for the weakeft of miniilers, and the weakeft of believers, 
•—but his a£Fe6tionate brother in Chrift, 

Weflm^ Jan. 26. 1 756. J. Hervey. 



My Dear FnenJf 

I Received your valuable remarks, and iincerely thank 
you for them. May our divine Mailer enable us, 
both to difcem and to difplay the truth as it is in Jefus. 
I am much pleafed, and thoroughly fatisfied, with 
your explanation of A6b ii. 39 *• The propofais feeiii 

• Affts ii. 39. Theperfons mentioned, were pricked in their 
hearts at hearing that God had made that fame Jefus, whom 
tbeyliad crucified, both Lord and Chrift, and fai(!, « Men and 

* brethren, what ihall we do?' We don't find that Peter had been 
preaching to them any fuch do«flrine as that, ^< if they Mere 
** much affe^d with their fins, and wounded at heart with a 
** godly forrow for them, they had an intereft in the promiie of 
** life and falvation.'* This would have been oniy introducing 
the Pharifaic diftindtion, which our Saviour conftantly cppofed. 
On the contrary, when Peter d«-cl»red, that God had made * that 
*fame Jcfns,* who oppofed fuch diftin^ons in the Phari fees, 
and was reje^ed on that account, that God had made him ' both 

* Lord and Chrift,' they were confounded. All their prctenfions 
, to rigbteoufnefs, and acceptance with God, forfook th«m. They 

•irere pricked in their hearts at thefe tidings, and cried cut, 

* Men and brethren what fhall we do ?' If Jefus is Lord and 

E c s 
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to me dear, pertinenty and weighty. If I am aWe to 
make any flight corre^on tn the ftyle, it ihall be tnui£* 
mitted in my next.-— I wonld now only aik» how far you 
have proceeded in the work ? I think you fhould by aU 
means get the greater part (the whole, I would rather 
fay) completedi before you begin to publifli. If this 
is not done, many unforfcen accidents may arife, which 
will probably ftraiten you in point of time, and oblige 
you to be precipitate in your preparations for the preik* 
And I am inclined to query, whether it is not a piece of 
juftice we owe to the public, not to eng^e'them in pur* 
chafing a piece, till it is put beyond the power of comr 
mon cafualties to render it imperfedl. — Pray, therefore, 
let me know what progrefs you have made. I could 
wiih to have it judicioufly executed, and not perfonned 
in that confufed, inaccurate, flovcnly manner, which 

muft be a continual difcredit to Mr. W 's Cirtfiian 

library, 

I rejoice to find, that the gofpel. of our falyation is 
fpreading. May it have a free courfc and an extenfive 

ChriO, what will become of os? Then Peter exho'rted to the 
affurance we plead for, in thefe words, ' Repent, and be b&ptis* 

* ed in the name of Jettis, for the remUGon of 6«s;' (f&r the 
words thus ciicumftanced bear evidently this fenfe)? " Your cafe 
is undoubtedly defperate ; you have been to this moment God^s 
enemies; even fo far have you carried your oppofition, as • with 

* wicked hands tQ crucify and flay the Lord's Chrift,' lent for 
your deliveraoce^ Nevcrthekfs, * in this mao^s name is preach- 

* ed unto you remiHion of fins:' therefore 'repent* of your wick* 
fdnefs is oppofing him ; fubmit to him as your free given right- 
f oufnefs aiid falvation ; be baptized in his name 'for the reroif- 

* fion of your fins,' and Jive from henceforth by him^ as your 
proper nghteoufoefs: aiTuring yourfelves of ' remiiCon of fins' 
by him alone ; Jind you (liall receive the pronfiifed gift of the 

* Holy Ghoft' as it has come upon us: ' For the promife is to you 

* and your children,' And ' with many other words did he ex- 
' hort them^ faying,' (by flying to this fame Jefus as your pro* 
per refuge,) ^ Save yourfelves from this untoward generation^ 

* Then they that gladly received his word,* out of the mixed 
mnltitude, ' were baptized; and the fnme day were added- about 
< three thoufand fouls.'-«-Fro'm the whole thus confidercd, there 
is nothing to contradict the call and promife of God directed to 
iinners as fuch ; but, on the contrary, a foundation for calling 
upon the moft guilty to live immediately by the Redeemer's 
nghteoufnefs. 
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(;ireuit! till tiie fouotaia becomct a.river, iiod thenvcr 
widens into a fea ! 

The inclofed came a little while ago*—- My friead is 
very fcvere.' It will give you an opportunity of exercif* 
ing forbearance add gentlenefs. He knows nothing at 
9II of the author. Whe^ your other affairs will allow 
leifure, pleafe to return the letter with your obfervations) 
which win oblige, and, I truft, edify, dear Sir, your e^r 
fe6kkmate friend, 

fVeJiott^ Apr. 21. 175(5. J. Hervey. 



Dear Mr, Cudworth, 

I Have only time to beg of you, if you have the let- 
ter of -remarks on Mr. Marfhall^s book, to return it 
to me as foon as you can. If there are any obfervatJon* 
that are juft, and fuch as animadvert upon paifages truP^ 
excepHonabhy be fo kind as to give me your opinion on 
them. The reafon of my defiruig this, is a profpe6t of 
a new edition of Marihall. — A baokfeDer is inclined to 
print one, and fell it at balf a crown price y I believe en* 
couraged thereto by my recommendation of it. The 
recommendation has been printed in our Northamptoni 
news-paper^ and immediately there was a demand f6# 
twenty-three' of your abridgements. But the printer 
could not procure enough to fupply the demands. Mr. 

K dcfires you would fend a frefh fupply to him. In 

the greateft hafte, but with great fincerity and affection, 
yours. 

May 27. J. Hervey. 



My dear friend^ 

THIS comes to inform you, that Mr. — has be^ 
gun an edition of Marftiall; in much the fame iizef 
and exa^ly the fame letter, as Theron and Afpafio. If 
you have any Jthing to obfcrve, pray let me have it withf 
as much fpced as you can make. If you have Mr. — — 's 
1>bje£lion8, examine tliem attentively; and, I hope^ you 
will be enabled to obviate what is materiaL I £ioold be 
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glad if yott could, after you have digefted your notes, 

five me your company, that we might talk them over. 
Four is the time, in all probability, to make Marfhall a 
well'known fpreading book. — I hope the LORD will 
enlighten your urfderftanding ; fni6^ify your invention ; 
ftrengthen your judgement ; and enable you to write 
'^ found words, fuch as cannot be condemned."—*! ai^, 
very affe£iionately yours, 

iVefioUy June 17. J. Hrrvey. 



Hfy dear friend^ 

YEfterday I received your letter, and am much o-, 
bligefl to you/or it. Pray do not mention Mr. — *8 
]iam^,'nor fhew his letter. I hope to adhere to the truths 
of the gofpel ; but yet I would endeavour to live in har- 
mony, 6i afFe&ion and friendly intercourfe at leaft, with 

thofe who differ. — I cannot thiak, that Mr. could 

have any knowledge of the author of the difcourfe againft 
marh and evtdemes*—^! will read your treatife over a- 
gain, with my beft attention. For, I aifure you, it al- 
ways does me good. I will alfo compare it with your 
remarks on Mr. ; which, in my opinion, are folid 

and fatisfadlory ; I am fure they are- encouraging and 
comfortable. 

When Mar/haU was adyertifed in our news-paper, the 
gentleman that inferted my recommendation, added this 
note to explain one fentence. — " By uncommon road, 
'tis prefumed, the recommender means the very evangel- 
ical nature, arid remarkably-inftruftive method of the di- 
re£lions laid down by Mr. Marfhall (than whom no man, 
perhaps, was ever better acquainted with the human 
heart) for the effectual practice of holinefs, as like wife 
fomewhat of obfcurity which is confefTedly in his 3d and 
4th diredion.'* 

^ I apprehend, the obfcurity of chapter 3. and 4th. a- 
rifes, not from any improper manner of treating the fub- 
jeds, but from the myfterious * nature of the fubjeds 

■ • Myfteridus, becaufe contrary to our natural notions, th« 
'.•naUiai man not receiving the things of the Spirit of God.' 
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themfelves. — I will write to the bookfeller to fufpend hi< 
procedure of the prefs till he hears farther. But let this 
hqflen you, my dear friend, in communicating what you 
have to obfervc. I ihould be glad to have our common 
favourite, as clear and unexceptionable as poflible, (s^c. * 



My dear friendy 

THE caufe of my writing is this, Mr. — is uport 
the point of publishing a new edition of Marfliall. 
I have given him the inclofed letter, to introduce it into 
the world; but was defirous to have you pcrufe it and 
correft it, befpre it goes to the prefs. Be fo kind, there- 
fore, as to examine it ftri<Sly; and where-cver you think 
it (hotdd be altered, ufe with it the freedcwi of a friend* 
The more rigour, the more kindnefs. 

I fend a frank to be the vehicle of your obfervationSy 
togcthcr-with thr pii n ted half fli c et. 

As foon as I have finifhed what you mention, it ihaQ 
be . tranfmitted. Though, I would fain fee one of tbc 
books completely abridged, before any propofals or a4- 
vertifements appear. It is a matter of great importanc<r« 
pray let it be executed with care and correfbnefs. May 
the keeper of Ifrael proteft you in your journeys, and 
the Light of the world euide you in your work ! afiec- 
tionately yours, 

JVefiofif Off. 6. 1756. J. HerVey. 



— 4- 



• Jify dear friend^ 

MR, told Mr. W — — d that I offered to write 
z. preface to your remarks on his fermons. I told 
Mr. W — - — d the whole of the affair. That you inform- 
ed me of your defign, and what I anfwered. That I de- 
fire it might be coudu£ied in a tender and refpedful man- 
ner. That the title fhould be more friendly and benign* 
That you read what you. propofed to, fay concerning my 
mentioning of Marftiall; which I obferved was inexpref- 
five. If you faid any thing, I thought it fhould be moit 

^ The reoiainder of this Utt«r is loll. 
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.weighty and fig&ificanU This was all the concern I had 
in the affair. 

— ^That I had proBHiedy not offered (for I don't re- 
member I ever did fuch a thing in my life) to write a 
recommendatory introdu^on to the work, which yoa 
have in hand. That it was- at your requeft, but with the 
real approbation of my judgement ; for I apprehended 
that your defign, when well executed, would be a valua- 
ble prefent to the world. 

This comes by a gentleman who knows you. Let me 

hear what Mr. fays about the affair. And remem* 

Icr to rive me a direction where to write to you. You 
dated from Margaret-ilreet ; but this I fuppofie is not 
particular enough. I can add no more, left the bearer 
ihould be gone. Only I wifh yoii much fuccefs in preach- 
ing. CHRIST. Yours affeaionately, 

iVefton^ Dec. 24. 1756. J. Her YE Y. 



Mj dear friend, . 

I Received your parcel containing fevcral copies of The 
Friendly Attempt, &c. * My thanks fhould have been 
returned fooner ; out I have been under that indifpofi- 
^ion and languor of fpirit^ which renders me unable fcA* 
'every thing. 

I think there is rather too much afperity in the clofe; 
and I wifb that expreffion " refined idolatry'* had been 
a little foftened. This I mention only to yourfelf, and to 

fVe you a Ipecimen of that opennefs and freedom, which 
would have take place in all our perfonal and epiftolary 
intercourfes. 

I have read your manufeript again and again, with mj 
beft attention, and with much delight f • I have made 

* A friendly attempt to remove fome fandamentai miftakes 
in the Rev. Mr. W — --d's fermons. 

+ Afhorifrns $n the affurance 9/ faith. The fubtlance of them 
originally was \Vhat Mr. Hervey takes notice of in hts letter, 
^ted O^. 9* 1755. Afterward Mr. Hervey defired me to draw 
up the fubltance of the whole that bad been canvaifed, in as 
concife a manner as poifible, for his own ufe. This, fome time 
after, I propofed for printing, and it the manufcript faeife men* 
tloned* 
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bere and these a ivoaSk alteration with regard to the Ian-*' 
gilage» only to render the fenfe fomewhat more perfpi-: 
cuoii8» not to Tary the peculiar caft of your didion; — ^I 
heartily concur in receiving and embracing the£e doc- 
trines. I think them to be truths of very great import-* 
ance, and (hall be truly ^ad to fee them in prints that 
they may be fpread and be univerfally known. 

If I ihould be enabled to finifh a fourth volume of dia^ 
l<^es, I propofe to have one conference on the affurance. 
01 faith * ; to ftate it more clearly, and to eftablifli it 
more ftrongly. In this, I ihall be glad to borrow feveral 
of your thoughts, and will make my acknowledgements 
accordingly ; declaring, at the time, my opinion of the 
piece, which lends me fuch valuable aiSftance. 

Prefent my moil afFcftionate falutations to — . 

I received his obh'ging letter ; I moft fincerely wifh him 
fuccefs, in difplaying the unfearchable riches of grace, 
and the infinitely-glorious righteoufnefs of CHRIST. I 
hope he will not be difpleafed with my filence. It pro- 
ceeds from no difrefpeA, but from a multiplicity of en- 
gagements, and a poor pittance of ftrength, utterly in- 

fufficient to fulfil them. — Plcafe to thank for hi» 

very enc6uraging and comfortable letter. I wifh, when 
he is at leifure, he would favour me with another on thia 
fubje6l, how holinefs fprings from faith, or a view of 
ian6iiiication as the ef{e£l of juftification. 

When fliall I fee you? — If * writes to me on the 
fubjedl you mention, he fhall have a fpeedy anfwer.— - 
You need not fend me the twelve queries, becaufe they 
have been tranfmitted me f]*om Scotland. But ceaie not. 
to fend up your prayers and fupplications in behalf of 
your truly-a£Fe^ionate inend, . ^ 

J. He.RVEv. 



My dear friend^ . 
Have with attention and delight, read over, your 
pamphlet. A flight alteration or two, .relating to 

* Or in other words, the confidence I hat is fouoded on th^' 
truth we believe canccrning; Cbrift given to be btllevtd *», or 
confided in. - < 
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the hngvoLge^ I have made« But 1 defire you will Mpw 
the determination of youlr own judgement. — As foon as 
they are printed, fend me a quarter of a hundred; not as 
a prefent, but as a purchafe. 

The LORD has lately vifited me with a dangerous 
fever ; which confined me td my roona many days, and 
excluded me from the pulpit fevcral Sundays. I am ftill 
extremely weak in body. Pray that I may be ftrong in 
the faith of our LORD JESUS CHRIST.— In his 
molt precious and everlafting righteoufnefs, I remain, af- 
fectionately yours, 

J, Heryey. 

P. S. Send me a dozen of your Aphorifms, when 
they are publiftied. 



My dear friend^ 

ONE principal caufe of my long filence, I do affure 
you, was my ignorance of the place of your refa- 
dence in London. I knew not, till Mr. — '- — ^ yefterday, 
gave me a direftion wliere to write to you. 

I thank you for your laft packet. But you muft gJ^c 
me leave to infift upon paying for the contents, when 1 
.have the pleafure of your company, which I want much. 
Can't you take Wefton in your way, and contrive to 
fpend a couple of days with me ? I cannot be fatisfaed 

with a fhorter ftay. 1 have much to fay to you ; but 

as I will hope to fee you, and converfe fece to facc> 1 

, Ihall not attempt to communicate my thoughts by lO* 

and pen. , •II 

I have jufl publifhed three fermon*. ^ If you will call 

upon Mr. R 's in St. Paul's church-yard, ^r fenda 

meffenger with the note fubjoined to this letter, he wrii 
deliver two of my pieces. iTet me beg you to P^J .^ 
' them, with your pen in your hand ; and to tratilfl^ 
whatever obfervations may occur.— -I have fome remarKs 
uJ)on your Aphorifms, which' you will fee, when yo 
give me ypur company. — Have you feen a couple ot ^^ 
wmes, lately publifted, arid entitled. Letters on fhcr(» 
and j^Spnfio ? Tou come in for a (hare of chaftif«°*^^^' 
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What is your opinion in general of this performance ? 
As to particular pafTagesy we will poi^pone the examina- 
tion of themi till GOD'S |irovidence grants us a perfonal 
interviev^ *• Do you know who is^ or who is (uppofed 
to be the author of this piece ? 

May the work of the LQRD JESUS profjpcr in your 
hearty your tonguci your pen, and in thofe of yoi^r truly 
affedkionate friend, 
• JVefiwif Sept, S. 17 SI* h Hervey. 



Dtar Mr. CuDworth, 

I Received your letter, and return you my very fincere 
thanks for your remarks f . I only wifh that there 
had been more of them. 

I hope it will not be long, before you give me your 
compshby'at Wefton. Then we will examme the tljree 
dialogues, as they appear in their new form ; and will 
confider, and determine, concerning their pubh'cation X ; 
or rather will befecch the only wife GOD our SAVI- 
OUR, to over-rule and guide our detevmination. Con- 
trive to ftay fome time with me. 

•; Try if you can get me Taylor's book ; or any of thofie 
which you fhewed me. Neonomanifm unmq/hed^ if you can 
light on, purchafe for me.-— I wifh you growing con&la- 
tion in CHRIST, deliverance from aU yo\ir troubles, 
and- abundant iuccefs infpreading abroad the favour oiF 
our REDEEMER'S name. In whom I am, dear Sir, 
your true and affedionate friend and brother, , 

« 

Wefton^ Feb. 22. 1 758. J. Hjervey. 

• The refnlt of thi? confideration, and of my after-corre« 
rpondcnce with Mr. Sandeman, at Mr. Hervey^s requefl, fee in 
the defence of Theron and Afpafio. . 

. "^ Remarks on Theron and Afpaiio confidered with regard to 
the obje^ioas raifed by the author ci th& iettets. 

* - \ The pubUcation of the 15th, i6th, and I7lh dialogues cor- 
rected with regard to tlie objt'^iohs of Mr. Sundeman. 

• F f ■ '■ ^ 
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A«r Mr» GvAWOftTKf 

YEftttnby 7W £nnov cme to hmd. I liope to 
fire, yoa at Wcftos ere Ipogy and tlieii I wffl de* 
liver the letters * into your own hmnd^^^^l liave fent yos 
a couple of franks. If you want norcy whtn I fee 
yoa, I win eadeaivovr to fopi^ yoo^— I am glad you 
are debating the important point with Mr. Sandeaaan. 
Hc&cms to br an acute perion ; and if tliere is a flaw 
in our caufe, he will be Ukely to difcover it. But^ as 
far as I can judge, he«has found no fuch thing hitherto* 

May the God of truth and gnwe be with you ; and 
ciiabk you to upderitand and drfend the &ft ; to ezpc^ 
rience and abundantly enjoy the lad* 

Pleafe to prefent my very afTedionatc reiQpe&s to your 
worthy kinfman Mr. ■■ ■ ■ » and recommend to his pray- 
er» and remember in your Qm\, dear 8ir» your bcoiber 
inCbrift, 



Dear Mr. CuDWORm, 

THIS comes to defire you wifl inform me how I 
may dire^ a large letter to you ; which I wiQ 
fend, as foon as your anfwer is received^ It h a m^- 
nufcript f , which wants your iexamtnation^ and ft ts df 
fome importance. Therefore I am-fomewhat loSldtouSv 
that it may not mifcarry.—— Yours afFe6Upnate!y, 
IVeflorif July 15. tT$%* ji He* VET* . 

P. S. You. may dire6^ your letter, to ftop at Nor- 
thampton. Don't ufe any of your franks. You will 
have^ greater occafion for them. Qr, S your ftock i^ 
fpent, let me know. 

* Letters of correl{>ondence bett?een me andi Mr* Sande— 
man. 

t TUti wfts an an(wer to Mr. fobo Wcflejr's obje^Mfis- »» 
SaindTherau and Afpafio. and is io valuable a defence of tm* 
puted rightcouliers, tl)at its publication is much to be defired. 
•—It has been fince publKbecf by Mr, Kerrey's brother, and may 
be fcen in the preceedtng part of this voluinc. 
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Dtdt Mr. CvBtvoftTK» 

THIS day I received your letter, with the ttHi ma- 
Dufcript iheets inclofed. Accq>t my thanks for 
youi? remarks^ and let roe beg of you to examine the 
two iheete, which are now fent. I w^ take yoor ad- 
vice with fe^Sukl tt> Mn B' " ■■; and follow your hint, 
edncemiiig yonf*' own work^^^I ap^hend* there will be 
ilboilt ten fuch (heets \ and- that the piece will Hiake « 
two-ihilling pamphlet. I nraft entreat ;^ou to get tin^e 
illr the revif^ or all ; whieh Aall be fent you^ as yoii 
ikdH be ahie tb difpMeb the work. 1 8xn» dear Sir, 
Boft cordially yours, 

yob*!' i|5^' J. H»y^. 



My dear friend^ 

LA8T week I ht^ f<3m two fli^eHdf th^ maiittferip<9 
Aow I fend tif^o mo#ti fdr ftiUt fciiM. If you 
fee a fair opportuftity of ^^ifthldtltigi pkaftr to make 
1^ of k : fot, I fear, t^t pkctf lAritt 1l» tpa long. In- 
^lofe wliaC yoB think intfy bfe •Oiitteii iA a- pirentkefis, 
^ a {^neiL^-^Prnt «&«mliie W^foi^y, by wkich^ yoU 
t^fi very milch oMige yottl fOnAf 6£feauMafe, 

If^^i^^ ^1/^. 3. I »^5S« J. HC^RVBT* 
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JIfy dear frienJf 

HERE I indofe two (heets ftiore. They arc *eiy 
long. But 1 hope you wiU get time to revife 
them. Your laft packet I received, and am much o- 
bliged for your remarks. — I apprehend, the piece wiH 
make a two-(hilling pamphlet. If you could fuggeil or 
infert any thing to make it edifying and ufeful, 1 (hould 
be glad. Would it not be proper to print Mr. W — y*8 
letter, and prefix it to my anfwer ? — Have you left youf 
own two books for me at my brother's ? If you have' not, 
pleafe to leave them- at Mr. J. R^ — 's in St. raul's church- 
yard. I am, dear Sir, cordially yourS in Chrift Jefus, 
IVe&w, jiu^. 9«aI758« J. HMfRYr 

Ff 2 
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P. S. I fuppofe about three iheets moie wiH fioilh 
the work* 



My dear friend^ 

HERE are two more (heets. The laft I received, 
with your raluable remarks. Pray beftow the 
fame attention on thefe. Two more, or lefs, will finiih 
the effay ; then I wiU difcontinue writing, and employ my- 
felf in reading, efpecially in reading Luther's comment *. 
Can't you procure for mc Taylor's book ? I am, dear 
Sir, affeftionately yours, - 

Aug^ i6. J. Hertey. 



My dear friend^ 

I Received in due tifne yeur laft letter. Should have 
fent the conclufion of my manufctipt, but it has 
been lent out, and is not yet ristorned. 

I (halt be gla4 to fee your correfpondenoe witb.Mn 
Sandeman.-— The indofed is a copy of a letter, which I 
feht fome years ago, to two malefsi^^ors under fenteucc 
of death.— -It is . got into a good many hands. Soiii^ 
would have me. print it. I wifh you would be fo kind as 
to revifc it, and give me your opinion. — People fay, there 
is not enough faid concerning the fpiritual change, or the 
new heart. 

My next (hall bring you a little piece of mine, which, 
without my knowledge, has paffed the prefs.— I have 
lately been greatly in want of franks. But now I have 
got a recruit. 

I have been very ill this week, but had ftrength e- 
nough to read in your book. I was much edified by Mr. 
Simpfon's fcrmons. Pray, are his whole works to be 
procured ? and are they of the fame fpirit with the fer- 
mons which you have given us? If fo, I fhould defire to 
fee, to poifefs them all. I am, very a£Fcftionately, yours, 

Wejlon^ Sept. 25. 1 758. . J.^Hervey. . 

• As abridged and defi^oed for the Eranjcljcal Library.. , 
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My 'dear friend ^ 

EXcufe mc for keeping your MS. * fo long j I have 
been extremely ill. This morning I have beeii up 
for four hours', and in all that time not able to look infp 
a booky or hold up my head. 

I fuUy affent to your opinion. . Think you have prov- 
ed the warrant for a finner's application of CHRIST 
very fatisfaftorily. — If *I live, I fhould much defire a co- 
py of this your correfpondence, when you have revifed 
and finifhed it. Or do you intend to print it \ 

Have you got fome complete fets of your works ? If 
you have, I wifli you would lodge about four of them 

at Mr. R n's. Let them be only in iheets. And 

when you have given mc notice, that they are depofited 
with hiQi, I will order him to pay you a~ guinea for them. 
I promifed a worthy clergyman a fet, fome days ago. 
Yours affe£iionately) 

We^on Dec. 2. J. Hervev. 



Dear Mr. Cudworth, 



I 



AM fo weaky L am fcarce able to write my name f . 
Dec. 15. 1758. J. Hervey. 



*^Tbe remaloing part of my correfpondence with Mr. San- 
^eman. 

f Hearing how da^geroufiy iU Mr. Hervcy was, I wrote to 
remind him of leaving (bmetBing under his hajid iiireiiard to 
his writings, as he knew tiie ntuation of them ncnu required \x.\ 
and this was ali the anfwcr he could give mc. 
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THE RON znd A S P A S I 0^ 

A OTA INF ST THE' 

Objections .contamed in a hte Treatife^ eir- 
titled. Letters on Theron arid Afpafw. 

THE fum and fubftance of the do^rine pleaded 
for by Afpafio, is, << That God hath fo given 
<< eternal Ufe in his Son, to guilty (inners, as thut 
«< they ate fuUf warranted to ttctvft Chr^j or aiC^ 
" ffure themfclves of falvation by him aloU^, wkh- 
« out waiting for any inward motions, feelings, or 
« deiixesi as aay way requifite ia order to Aick a 
« reception or affurance.'* 

This doftrine has been hitherto oppofcd under 
the notion, (i.) That fome inward motions, feeU 
ings, or defiree, were fome way requifite in order 
thereto. That thefe inward motions, feelings, or 
defircs, were the faith or reception of Chrift fpo- 
ken of in the fcripture, or at leaft the indication? 
of 4t ; and mull be difc^rned in us, in that light, 
before there can be aiiy well-grounded aiTurance of 
falvation by him. (2.) That if we are called direfl:- 
ly to live by Chrift, or appropriate him, he is ours 
and we are (afe, whether we appropriate him or no* 
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(3.) That it is afTuriitg durfelves of what^ for dugbt 
^^ kTio^, is abfolutely fall'e. (4.)- That the wicked, 
the |«tefuiiaptuous, and the hypocrites, may, aiid 
dd ofenti thos aiSiire tlhemfelves. (5.} That there 
ii. nothing in faithy thus underftood or elfei^ted, 
which i» a proper fpring and caufe of good works^ 
by which tt is i^ itfelf di0er«nt from a falfe faiths 
(6.) That it is comrary to M fe}f*exaitiinationy and 
a^rance thereby. And, (7.) That fuch do^rine 
is a gteaft difeourag^ment to weak fouls* 

In ^nfwer to all this, we hare aflerted, (1.) That 
the divi!^ revelation e6ncertiing Jefus is addnefled 
to finrners, the worlds the loft, and that wiilhout 
being dire(£ted to win fer any inward motioas,- 
(beliAgtf, dr defires : femiffion of fins, and ttermA 
lift in Chrift, ard faid to be jlrefent^d or given to> 
them, atnd tltey srre ittiiheditttely called to believe on» 
him a» (d grafnted. That tiie inwatd motions, feel*' 
ings, or defires, correfpondent to tihefe *gofpel-de^ 
darafti^^ns, are motion^ defires, &c. to live by Chrift 
alone, immediately^ wifhioitC Watting for anf thing 
pvtfvious tliereto* And that thid voi«te of God, i» 
^fe deelatsrtioni of th^ gdfpel, was a fufficient 
sktttbority for the whole we plead for, withdut wait* 
tn^ for any inward motions or excellencies in us t0 
add thereto. (2.) That it is very abfurd to infer, 
thact Chrift being given for us to feed npon, or livd 
by, that there is therefore no need to live by htm. 
Nor is it (3.) a^uring ourfelves of what may be 
falfe \ t^e divine declaration having fecured thts^ 
that they which believe on him fh»li not ht con* 
founded ; nor doed any maen thu9 live by Chrift a* 
kmt, but he who is dhofen to fllvsition by the hd^ 
Hef of the truth. Notwidiftanding many dieceivt 
thettifelves, ptdfeffing great confidence, but it is iii 
fdme undue mixture or addition of their own l!^ 
what (Jod fiath fpofcen. Arid, (4.)* That it is: heni 
the prefumpiuou^ Mkdt the hypdcri^ do er^ ^n& de^ 
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ftrojr thcmfelves, and not ia believing according to 
that which is fpoken. (5.) That good works are 
works of love to God, thus manifeiled) and there- 
fore it is the only principle of good works on this 
account. We love bimf becaufe be firft loved us* So 
that it differs from a falfe faith, as the belief of si 
truth differs from the belief of a falfehood ; and, as. 
an apprehenfion of the divine favour, begets love 
and obedience, rather than an. apprehenfion of 
wrath. (6.) That a proper felf -examination . is^ 
therefore, whether we thus live by Chrift alone, or 
whether we are waiting for fomething more ? And^ 
(7.) That it is far from difcouraging.the chiefeft (in- 
ners, to let them know, that God hath given to 
them eternal life in his Son, although it very poifi- 
bly may, and ought to difcourage every one from 
feeking relief in themfelves, while the divine decla-*. 
rations point us fo plainly to the falvation given in 
Chrift Jefus to the guilty. 

' We have now to engage with another kind of an 
opponent, one that tells us, << That on account, of 
our thus pleading for aflltrance of falvation, by re» 
ceiving or appropriating Chrift as given to us, we 
are alfo to be clafled with the popular preachers, in 
as much as we alfo lead the guilty as they do, to 
feek after fome inward motions, feelings, or de- 
fires, as fome way requifite, in order to acceptance 
with God, nor underftanding how God can appear 
juft to an unrighteous perfon, in juftifying him as 
he at prefent (lands, without; fome motion in his 
will, &c. That the whole do£lrine of the popular 
preachers is devifed for producing, animating, and 
diredling this motion, that fo the anxious hearer 
may find, about himfelf, fome diftinguifhiqg rea« 
,fbn why the Deity may regard him more than o- 
thers. That the work finifted by Jcfus Chrift in 
bis death, proved by his refurre£lion, is all-fuffic|- 
em to juftify the guilty. That the whole benefit 
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of this event, is conreyed to men, only, by the a* 

Eoftolic report concerning it. — And that this whole 
enefit is no more than a poffibility of falvation, 
depending upon the divine fovercignty. That every 
ode who underftands this report to be true, or ii 
perfuaded that the event aAually happened, as tef-^ 
tified by the apoftles, is juftified, and finds reliel 
to his guilty confcience, 1. e. the relief of the a* 
bove-mentioned poffibility. That fuch are relieved^ 
not by finding any favourable fymptoms about their 
own heart, but by finding their report to be true. 
That all the divine power which operates on the 
minds of men, either to give the fir A relief to their 
coniciences, or. to influence them in- every part of 
their :obedtence, is perfuaiive. power, or the forci- 
ble coDvi£lion of truth. That our primary notion^ 
of. the divine character, can give no comfort to the 
guilty ; but, on the contrary, make them miferable 
by a fenfe of fear and fliame. That when a man 
knows how God may be jufi:, in juftifying«him as 
he at prefent ftands, he finds relief from the afore- 
mentioned difquieting fear.V • 
To this we reply m general. That we agree to 
|he greatefl part, to almpft all thefe afTertions, as 
moft valuable truths, and ftand corre£led by fome 
of them, particularly, where-ever we have. too cha- 
ritably fuppofed or admitted a belief of the report^ 
contrary ;to the fcripture-declaration, * They that 
* know thy name will put their trufl in thee * j' and 
thereby have been fometimes f led to fall in with 
the multitude, who make light of the belief of the 
report, as a. common thing ; whereas, to know the 
real, truth of: the gofpel, in diftindtion from every 
corrupting and contradiftory. falfehood, is the pe- 

' • Mr« Heryey had begun a corr<^dljon of his three laft dia- 
logues in this view, as mentioned in the letter, p. 521. 

+ Sometimesy For the force of truth frequently prevailed »- 
gaioft this miftake, before Mr. Sandeman's performance ap<- 
pearcd*. ^ 
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cttlial* teaching of God ^ and ev«ry one that hso 

(o < heard aiid leHrned of the Father^ coined to 

« CHRIST.' Wc agree, that «* taer primary im* 

<< tion of the divine charaSer makes the gnilty mi« 

<< ferabie, by a fenfe of fear and fhame.'^ Bm we 

ifeny, that relief from this fear is obtained wttBout 

Wing ais certain that we have right«>ufnefs9 as we 

are that we have goilt. The divine dechratiofk of 

Chrift given to be belkved on, affords a foundatioti 

lor this certaintjr; and eontainsi therefore^ mtte than 

ft^ch a poffibility as is above ihentioned* We sAb 

deny the charge, that we lead the guilty, as the pd- 

l^lir preachers do^ to feck after fomc inward moj^ 

tionsj feelings or defires, as fome way requtfite, in 

orde't to aciseptance with God. For iK>twt<!hibuMl» 

tng the righteoufhefs^ appropriated relate to accepts 

arice with Gody the appropriation we pi^ad foTj 

relates only to the confcioafnefs, knowledge, and 

enjoyment of that righteoufnefa whereby t'hi giiiltf 

are juftified. And we affirm, that t<5 rfeceive a gift, 

id no pr^*requifite or condition, as Cuch receiving 

has no exiftence without the thing nsfieiv^;' and m 

be fo enriefaed^ is n^t to be enriched by out vCk of 

' receiving, or what we do, but only by what we re^ 

eetve. But as Mr. Sandeman's attack well d^derves a 

more particular deferaee, we contidev it as foUoWs^ : 

, ** Has our favourite author then at leaft fo far 

*' foft fight of the imputed righteoufnefs, a« to mix 

•< another with it? Has be fo embarfafle4 or rather 

** 8iut up dur a($cefs to the divine' righteoufnefs, as 

f< to hold forth a preliminary human one, as fome 

«< way expedient, or rather rieceflary, to our en)oy-> 

*< ing the comforts and benefits of it i^ Lutrtr en 

irber9n and ^Afpajufj p. 4. ♦ 

. No» far ironni it^ but as the pinching point ki the 

**. N. B, Mr. Sandcmatt*s wdrds are included with the coin* 
mas, the eth^r parai;ray>hs are tJttf reply, and the pa|;es refer* 
red to, aie in the GlaTgow edition of tke Dialoeue*.i;$»f. 
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conibience is not, that there is no fuch irighteouf* 
nefs in being as pleafeth God; but that ve have 
no fuch righteoufnefs ; fo, vtc undetftand the,com« 
fort and benefit of Chrift's righteoufnefs to be, itiat 
it is afufficient righteoufnefs in oun behalf. And 
we who plead for the divine grant of this righteouf« 
nefs to iinners, as fuch, very evidently, maintaih^ 
that there is no preliminary righteoufnefs neceflary 
to fuch a conclufion. 

^ I fpeak of thofe teachers, who, having largely 
« infifted on the corruption of human nature, con- 
•< eluded the whole world guilty before God, elo- 
«< quently fet forth the neceffity of an atonement^ 
<< zealoufly maintained the fcripture-doArine con- 
«< cerning the perfon and work of Chrift ; yet, af- 
<( ter all, leave us as much in the dark as to our 
<« comfort, as if Jefus Chrift had never appeared ; 
" and mark out as infuperable a talk for us, as if he 
« had not finifhed his worlu" p. 8, 9. 

This charge may be very properly exhibited a- 
gainft thoie teachers who leave us ^ much in the 
dark as tbev found us, iinlefs we can find out fome* 
thing within ourfelves to diftinguifh.us from other 
finners. But Afpafio's doClrine brings Chrift near 
to guilty finners, as fuch, for their immediate en* 
joyraent. Take and have, receive and poflTefs, re- 
lates only to perfonal enjoyment, is no taft, no 
entitling condition $ the apprc^riation being fiillj 
warranted by the truth believed, and clffe£led by the 
belief of it. 

«< While, with great affiduity and earneftnefsj 
«« they are bufied in defcribing to us, animating us 
•» with various encouragements, and furnifhing us 
« with manifold^ inftruftions, how to perform that 
«< ftrange fometliing which is to make out our con- 
'< neftion with Chrift, and bring his righteoufnefs 
.« home to us." p. 9. 

We fay, thrift's rigbteoufoefsMis *< brou^ hpine 
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•^ to US'' in the gefpel-dechration ; witliout the vt* 

ceflity. of any intefvening <nghteoufacf9. to warrant 
tts to Gallic ours. We only receive what .is freeiy 
given } 'that *is all the ftrange fomething we have 
pleaded for; and that not for our acceptance witii 
God in virtue. of our ad^, but. orily to know add en- 
joy that righteoufnefs as ours> on. account of which 
alone we are accepted. 

« Setting them .to work to do fomethingi under 
^ whatever namcy to make up their., peace witli 
.« God," IMd. 

Not fo wi^h U6, who receive an4 live by Chrift^s 
righteoufnefs» with which God hath declared him* 
felf already well pleafed. 

. « Every doftrine which teaches us to do or en- 
<< deavour any thi.ng toward our acQQpt^^nce with 
<f God» ftands oppofed to the doflrine of the apo* 
«ftles." p. I.I. . , 

. But the dofbrine we plead for^ tqaches us to live 
hy what Chrift has already don^y as beii^ given tp 
us for that purpofe. To fay. that I muft do^ or en- 
deavour any thing; that I may be accepted, is a copr 
tradi£liou to that believing oi> ChriA we plead for^ 
whic|;i is, in fa£t, neither more nor lefs, than liyiug 
upon him as our whole, onlyi and .complete {alva- 
tion; and will, on that account, l>ear the teft of the 
apoftle's word, VTo him that worketh not, but be- 
« Keveth on him that juftifieth the ungodly,' &c. 
^s this faith cannot be feparated from the truth be- 
lieved, nor the truth believed from Chrift the fub- 
jcft of that truth, fo .to be juftificd by faith, by 
^Chrift, or by his blood, is the fame thing. Nor can 
any doing for acceptance be charged upon this be- 
lieving on Chrift, while its native language is, * lo 
\ the Lord have I rightcoufne^s.' ; 
; * Palaemon's main argument is, " If the work fi- 

• The name the author of the letters has chofen for him- 
felf> as Mr.'Hervcy i$4o be ttodeiilood hy Afpsifio. 
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^ iiiQied by Jefus Chrift is alone fufficient ta jufti-* 
^ ficatba^ then no appropmtion or reception is ne«. 
^ceflarj thereto.*' We reply, that that alone is 
fofficient ; therefore reception or appropriation be* 
hm^ to our confcious pofleffion and enjoyment of 
jnftifying.righteoufntfsi to the manifeftation of our 
joftification by it, and to the influence of it in our 
lives and converfations. 

Palxmon thinks he does n(^ deny the fuffieiency 
of Chrift, when he connefks faith and ialvation to* 
gether, and maintains, that all who believe this fuf * 
fidency will be faved, and all who believe it not, 
will perifli. 

. He admits, that a work of God is neceflary in 
tibe jui^ified, that is to beget faith, to beget in them 
a perfuafion of the fuffieiency of the juftifying 
tighteonlhefs. 

He judges this cannot be a contradi&ion to the 
dne thing needful alone, becaufe it is wholly a per« 
fiiafion of the fuffieiency of that alone, without 
more. In what light are we to confider this farther 
work of God, in perfuading us of the fuffieiency of 
this righteoufnefs ? Not as an addition to the fuffi- 
desU righteoufoefs, but only as relative to the know- 
ledge of it.. He is juftified by believing only as he 
is juftified by what he believes. 
' Neither does he think he denies the fufficient 
righteoufnefs, when he maintains faith, love, and 
felf-denied obedience, as neceflary to demonftrate 
bis portion in this righteoufnefs, or that he is a juf- 
tified peribn. Becaufe in thefe a£ls, or in this obe^ 
dience, he is not doing fomething to be juftified, but 
proceeding in the way «< of painful defire and fear,** - 
in order to know himfelf to be juftified. 

Hence it is apparent, that he muft be obliged to 
allow, that although the work fioiftied by Chrift on 
the profs, is the A/r nfisifite to juftification \ yet, in 
this view, fometfoing more is neceflary to the Iww- 
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ledge ot his intcreft in this righteouihsfsi off of kiv 
juftification hf it. And that U> msinbtin tU^. t& 
no contradi£bion to ^tfik requifiie^ but a pvoeedore 
upon it« What he i& obliged to plead fof himfelfy 
he muft alfo sQIow to us ; and the difiecence.betwiseii 
us is not in regard of the file reqt^ite^ but our pce^ 
fent etijojment of it, or the knowledge^ of our jufts-> 
fication by this alone. He fays, ixrith the xinltitude, 
<« in the way' of painful defiftt^ and fear/' till we 
come to the knowledge of the difference God has 
made between us and others; we fay, by the freei 
grant of the gofpelj to the abiblutely guiityi watiii«» 
out difference. 

<< The do<%-iiie of the apoftkS) itiftead of dizaofl. 

f < ing us what to do, fets before us all that the i|ioft 

<< difquieted confeietKe can vequire^ in.ocdertoac* 

^< ceptance with God, as already done andi fimftspd 

•« by Jefus Chsift." pa^ tr. 

A difquieted confctenee vequircs » rigbteoufiteft 
pleafing taG^d in its amn behalf » NoTigkteott&cA 
will quiet my^ confctencci unlefs I coafider^ it as^ a 
righteoufnefs^r fue. The righteoufiiefe w^ieh floh- 
fetb God, is aterady done and Bniihed by JefiM 
Chrilk PaJiemon confiders thisi vighOBOufnefe a» to* 
(pe£Ung himfdf, only as far as he difeovers his ow^ 
faith, love, and felf-denied (^dience. We confi* 
der it as given to the abfolutely guilty, warranting 
fuch to live by it, as fo given to them for that pui^ 
pofe. ' 

Palaemon^s notion^ that God hath appointied' na 
way but by our works, to be aflkred of falva« 
tion by Chriil alone, renders his doing, endeavour* 
ing, ftriving, &c. fcarcely difierent iii any thing 
from, doing that we may live. There arc few 'fo 
weak as to think they can alter God's mind or pur* 
pofe by their performances. But, not knowing what 
he has purpofed, they doy that they may obtain fa- 
tlsfa<Eilon in their minds about their falvdtten; and 
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Pdtemoii*8 doing fcdbis to be wholly of this fort, that 
is, in faft, for peace with God, and not fr^tn it. 
^ « What Chrift has do«e, is that which picafeth 
« Oodj what he hath done^ is that which quiets 
•» the guilty coftfcieftcfc of man as fooh as he kftows 
« it." Ihii. 

As fooft as he ktiowB \X i^fptfts him a guilty fift- 
get,— If the fear oif the guihy confclencfe cohfifted 
#n!y in an uncertainty of there being any righteouf^" 
neis which pleafeth God kitbfe behalf of the eleft, 
m the qHalified, then iffie gutfty cotifcicnce wouKI 
be quieted a« foon as it is evident fftere is fiich a 
righteoirfvijjfs. But this is fM>t the c*fe \ the fear of 
Ihe 'guilty confci^siict \% a dreiid of God^ becaufe I 
kuve «o \\xt\i righteoufnefs j becaufe I bate no right- 
««u(»efe, dt)on wtnth ! eati be affitted \it is pleef<* 
M «l^lth me* And this guihy tdWfcten«ft cialinot be 
Quieted, uhlcf* I difcover the riglfte^irflieft Whtch 
pleafeth God in my own behsdf. - 

As we <:onceive At ¥ep6tt of il« f;ij%! fef ftifii- 
eleftt ri^teottfnefc, freely glvtsn iti Jefiis, "fti^ts tht 
I* illy i^o*iftifenre «tlife* lender ftood ^ ^ Hii«e agtee; 
th&t whenever we tie*r ^ thii pfrMifi^li of divi^nt 
^aK:<ey w<e faiiire no Oc(^fit)l) for 4ihy oehtr ^ueftVon 
but this, << I^ it irtie ^ ^txk^, H "i^tt (ifiid ri t^e, We 
« anre hapj)y5" and it is Patertion, ati^ not «re, that 
fkaf>ds i^ need 4of ^notli^r tigfateourfftefd to qyiet Ihe 
^i(ty GonieSenc^. 

Palsfemon confiders " tfee workof Chrift *s it fuf* 
« ficletii foutidation whereoft to rtft the Whole 
f< weight of out accepta«ce wi& God,", p. 12. 
while at tlfie fame time he aflerts, thlit his own (>art 
or lot in thi« ri^teo«ftiefs « i« not fo eafily fettled ;" 
^. 13. but that he lAuft wait, and Work for ft irt the 
way of " painful d^fite and ftar-, till he fe at laft 
•* crowned witih enjoyihttfit/' ih a cleair difcovery of 
his having faith, k)V^> and fblf-dented obedience, 
pk 419.. we j«dg*e ^emvfelipes-not •teft-^o 4ki8 tin- 

Gg 2 
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certainly ; zi\i tfaat, witfaout the liifcovery of any 
fuch difference betwixt us and QtKer men, we ^re al- 
lowed to receivei enjoy, and live upon Jefua Chrift^ 
as freely given to finnerd in the gofpei. Eveh a» 
thofe who are invited to an entertainment, are'freeTf 
allowed to partake of what is fet before thenci. \Psh> 
laemon's view of the gofpetreport, fets him at a'tKf- 
tance from enjoyment, or leaves him in uncextaintyy 
till his obedience manifefts a difierence betwixt him 
and others* Otit view is of the (ufficjfnt tighteouf«- 
nefs, brought quite home, fo that our mril a£t t$ k> 
live by it, thit ^n the ftrenftb thereof we tnay be 
influenced by love to him that iirft loved us. 

It is true, the fcripture << no where afcertaiiis that 
f< Chrift died for me in particular/* Bat It allows 
invites, and commands me 4 guilty finner, without 
more, to .believe on him; live by hini, fcc. phrafei 
evidently expreffive of the appropriation, truft^ or 
Confidence we plead for. 

-Our author fays, << That Chrift died, that he gave 
« his^life a ranfom for many, is, indeed, a truth ful- 
<* ly afoertained in the fcriptures, — ^for the relief of 
« the (hipwrecked and defoerate.*' But can it re- 
lieve any farther than itretpeds ouridves? And if 
the gofpei declaration concerning this righteoufiiefc 
doth ndt refpeA us any farther than as we appr^ 
heud we nniy be of the eleA; or that we have their 
qualifications, how does it relieve the ihipwr^kc?! 
and the defperate ? It rather relieves tbjc eled ^nd 
ttie qualified. This point feems to be Mr.Sandem'an^ 
myftery, and he guards d^e inquiry with fomething 
like. Hence ye profane ! *' The world," fays lie, 
« will always be obje&ing thus." A plain acknow« 
ledgement, I thinks that that is the queflion to be 
anfwered, or the guilty confcience cannot he reliev* 
ed ; and a vindication of our view of the gofpel-re* 
Iport, as farnlihing us with the gracious anfwer. 

« The fcripture often, affions the final perditioo of 
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.^. inahy^oot msrelj Eci^s of the gofpel, b»t who 
V kavc heard and fcccivcd it with joy. ifeV. 
I Thjisis an pibjo^tion againft depending on any 
thing I at prefent feci, but not againft complying 
\irith the divine invitation, to live by the fufficient 
Hghteoufnefs of the Son of God| an objeftion a- 

}(ainft the cenainty which arifes from inherent qua- 
ifications, but not againft that which proceeds fole- 
ly on the divine inidt^tion and faithfulnefs. 
, *< Many Qiail feek to enter in^ and fhall not be 

?i ^hk:' Ibid. : . 

Becaufe they feek not by faith (by the truth of 
the gofpel) but as it were by the works of the law. 
, .« Notwithftanding their great confidence about 
.•< their acquaintance with Chrift, and their mtereft 
« in him^ and their experience of his prefence with 
•5 them ; he will at laft fay unto them, / never knew 
^^ you ^ depart from me .^ 3id. 

The confidence of thofe condemned, is evident- 
ly not a confidence built upon the finiihed work of 
Chrift, given to them, or the divine faithfulnefs 
j^Iedged to finners in the |ofpel-report ^ buta'con- 
udence on their own attammerits and e^jperience, 
-wherein they judged themfelves peculiarly entitled 
to the heavenly admiifion* 

. Let who will be condemned, it is allowed by Mr. 
Sandeman, that every believer of the fufficiency of 
ihp work of Chrift, to juftify the ungodly, is jufti* 
filed. And it is very evident, that whoever lives b^y 
that, as fuificient for him, believes that fuiEcieticy, 
and is really faved by what he believes, though ten 
thoufand profeffors perifh. r 

** "^hen they are coiidemne4 then as hypocrites 

.V and unbelievers, they arc not condemned for 

«« '^^ant pf Afp^fio's faith y and that for th^fe two 

*} rcafons ; the firft is, it was never true that Chrift 

. *« died for theni \ the fecond is, they were not faul- 

" .<<ty in this, Tefpe£l, for the facrcd text defcribes 

■ ■ ■ . G g 3 
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^ them as rather too coniident about their intereft 

" in Chrift,** p. 14, 

' As to the firfti it is not AfpaGo's faith, that Chiift 

died for them, whether they believe it or m> ; and 

as to the fecond, they may be condemned for ne- 

glefting or rejeding the gofpel grant of a Saviour 

to the guilty ; which is the truth Afpafio pleads for, 

and, at the fame time, too confident upon their i- 

magined attainments, on which they found theit 

hopes. 

** The gofpel propofes nothing to be believed by 
** us, but what is infallibly true, whether we bc- 
" lieve it or not.** Ibid. 

But it propofes fomcthing to be immediately re- 
ceived and enjoyed by us, whhoUT performing any 
entitling condition whatever* We plead for ftich a 
perfuafion as is the receptioJi of a gift ; ^nd what 
we thus receive^ or aflbre ourfelves of, depciwls for 
its truth (or infallible certainty) on the veracrry -and 
faithfulnefs of God, who has promifed fuch flijffl 
not be. confounded. We agree, that a perfuafion 
of a propofition, true in kfelf, mull be grounded or 
the evidence of that truth. But this is not the cafe, 
when we are conomanded to believe on^ or truil tti 
the Lord. 

« The gofpel, which foretels the final perdition 
** of fo many of its hearers, fo many ferioafty and 
" zealoufly exercifed about it, can never warrant usj 
" to perfuade every one who hears it, diat Chrift 
*< died for him." Ibid. 

The gofpel, which foretels the final perdition of 
fo many of its hearers, at the fame time warrants 
every heafer to live by the righteoufnels it reveals ; 
and aflures them of eternal favation who thus believe 
on the Lorcl Jefus Chrift, or live by his tighteo'uf- 
nefs alone, without mare. 

" Unlefs we (liall fay, that Chrift died for every 
*^ individual of mankind, and confc^quently, that 
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." iianc of mankind owe their falyation wholly to 
*« his death.*' Bid. 

'llicy owe their faivation, and afcribe their falva^ 
lion, wholly to hh death, who live, and found all 
their hopes on that alone. Befides, our appropria- 
tion relates only to otxr confcious poffeffion or cn- 
Joyment of that which jnftlfies, and therefoTe is nd 
jtnore liable to the above-mentioned obje£kion, than 
t^ahenion'^ working to the farmc end, in a way of 
painful define artd fear, till he rs crowned with en- 
joyment. if a man received 10,000 /• as a gift, doe^ 
the V[tk exift without the gift? And is it the aft that 
enriches him, or the riches he receives ? We on both 
Tides plead for the confcious enjoyrticnt of the di- 
Yitie ri'ghteoufnefs. He, that we enjoy from out 
confcioufnefs of oiir a&s df obedience, &c. We, 
by a difcovery of the fu£Scient tightcoufnefs grant- 
ed indefinitely to tJie guilty, in ftich a manner, a$ 
warrants each one*8 particular application. Wht) 
ftands freeft from the doftrine ox felf-depfendencc, 
f leave others to judge. 

In the fecond letter, our author wiflics Afpafio's 
faith had been << equally precious with the apofto- 
«« lie.** p* 1 8. As the difiefence between his faith 
and ouTs is, that we believe the tighteoufnefs which 
plcafeth Cod, is given to us guiity finners immedi- 
ately, to live by as our own, which he does not 5 
his faith does not in that refpefl appear to be ttiorc 
preciouis, or more apoftolic. 

It is true, <« the apoftles rtevet taught men to 

« make one ftep of advance towaW& God, on the 

' « profpedl that God would <;ondefcend and come 

•« down the reft of the infinite diftance to meet 

«« them." p. 13. 

And this may be a. fuitable argument agaioft 
thofe whofpend their time in otfering ChtiA upoii 
certain tetnis or condlti&tis to be ptrfbrmed by the 
finirer. Bur tlfis is ht from being 'the cafe in what 
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.we plead for. Chrift ar his righteoufoefs^ do^.iiQ^ 
meet our believing application, but is the objeA oi 
ity the thiqg applied. It is Chrift, and his righteouf- 
nefs^ that is immediately received, applied,or ac- 
counted purs, as b^ing freely given or granted in 
th^ gofpel-report. So that our appropriation termi* 
nates. in its obje<ft, andean no more exift without 
Chrift^ than eating can without food. Is it proper 
to fay^ that in eating, a. xpan makes only a llep of 
advance towards, his food, on the. profpeA that th^ 
food {ball meet him? Juft as improper to applj 
fuch rcprefentat^ons\to the appropriation plestdjed 
for. *, , 

Xhe s^oftles called men to believe on the Lord 
Jefiis Chrift, in fuch a ipanner of addrefs, as is in« 
jonfifterit; with intending, thereby only fu3i convic- 
tion$ a^ are purely psj&ive; only fuch as force them* 
ielves upon the mind by the evidence of their truths 
pPhe apoftblic language Is, * Repent and be baptized 
•every one of ypu,.in the name of Jtfus Chrift, 

• for the ^em^ffiori of fins,' A£ls ii. 38. *"And with 
'majpy other words did he teftify and exhort, fay* 

< ing, Save ypurfelves from this untoward genera- 

< tlon,' 40. And again, < Repent ve therefore, and 
.* be converted,' chap. iii. 19. And again, * To him 

* gave .all the propnets witnefs, that through his 

< name, whofoever believeth in him, ihall receive 
'.remiflion of fins,' chap. x. 43. And again, < Be it 

< known unto you, therefore, men and brethren, 

< that through this man is preached unto, you the 
5 forgivenefs of fin. And by him all that believe are 
fjuftified,' chM). xiii. 38, 39. And again, < Believe 

< oh the Lprd Jfefus Chrift, and thou (halt be faved/ 
Hcc. chap. xvi. 31. In all thefe inftances, there i^ 
fomething exhorted to, called believing on, or in 
phrifti being baptized in his name for remiffion of 
pns ; rtpcnting, and being converted ; Xomething 
more than paffive conviction, and, at the fame time. 
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Ibmrtbing cptkdltent with the alone fufficiency of 
ChriftV righteoufnefs, which can be neither more 
nor leCr^ thsKti the approptiaitioni truft, or confidence 
we pleaA for. 

' rniat << the promifes of the gofpel are made only 
•* to Velicvcrs, ■ will never invalidate. our plea for 
appropriation^ while it remains true^ that thegrant * 
X)f Chrift} and the falvation in him) is made to Qn- 
hersj and in receiving the grants they evidently 
eo^menc^ thofe to whom the promifes are made ; 
fhat is, thofe who believe on Chrift according to the 
apo(loiic txhortarionw And to finners, thus imme^ 
diately believing on Chrift, the promifes are made; 
fiifft^ to encour^ige fuch to.dmw near and live with 
confideince on the fufficient righteoufnefsi feeondiy^ 
to give them a certainty dependent upon the divine 
fai&fulnefi^/ and animating thereby to the moft 
ready and Willing obedience. 
\ To fay no one muft account' the r^ghteoufnefs of 
Oiirift as bebnging. to him, m any fepfe, uBtil he 
dilfcovers himfeif a true believer, as it excludes the 
application we plead for, fo, in. its room, it lotro- 
^ces al) the pernicious confequences this author 
profefles to avoid in his accufation of Afpafio> vi%^ 
^holding forth a preliminary humah righteoufnefs 
^ as feme way eipedieht, or rather neceiEiry, to our 
^^ enjoying, the comfort and benefit of Cbrift's.'* 
tJnlefs P^aeinon can make it manifeft that we en^? 
joy the comfort and benefit of Chrift's righteouC* 
nefs, while we are according to him, " working ici 
<< the way of painful defire and fear, till We come 
^* to that enjoyment;" comnion experience teachcth 
us, that ri^teoufnefs can only relieve or comfoi;t 
us, as far as it refpe£ls us. That he is able to fav^ 
bis elc£l:, is no comfort to me, further . than I con^ 
ceive myfelf to be one of them \ and in this cafe i 
am comforted, either by cpnje^ral hopci or by a 
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hopt founded cm the dtfferenee there is between me* 
and others. 

<* -And to obTiate the difficulty, bow fta^ I know 
•* that the promife is to me ! they addrefs their bre* 
«« thren in this manner : In the name of the great 
** God we declare* that the ptomife is to thee, and 
^ chee, O man, woman, whofoever tliott art.** p. 23. 

The promife of falvation, to whofoever beli^es 
(m Chrtft, is evidently to the finner, as his encou- 
r^ement to conve to a fure enjoyment <^ the right-* 
eoufnefs and falvation given to him, by TCK^eiving^' 
appropriating, and trilfttng confidently on him, as'^ 
£p given. 

- •'•'In his iiame> ^e call you this ftiomeM to 
^ ftretch forth the withered hand, ^nd the Vrithet- 
<* ed he«n, and rake hold of Chrift, f^yiAg> * He i» 
^ mine, lind I ^m hi^." iifid. 

That may be underftood thnS ; « We fpeak nol 
ki our «wn name, a!s fignifying onr oM^n tm{>Grt- 
ancQ, b«t infotm you of the glad tidin^s^ tkat it k 
Gdd*s command,' arkl ^f&wr duty, not to Waft to feel 
fbme pdwet ot alteration in yourfcif, ^9 a gt^uirf 
for your confidence, Iwit juft as you arc, in ol>edi^ 
enct to the divine comniand, r-eceive or appropri^ltt 
Chrift, faying, » He H miwe, and I. am his.** ' 
' Th^ withered hand ahd the withered hearty art 
cxprefiohs «fed to fignify a powerleft, helplefs con- 
dition, which^ confiftihg in thfe prevalence of o^* 
naturaily^evil difpofitions, ferves to denominate us 
finners, and fpoils our hopes of living by our own 
performances ; yet it is no obje^ion againft living 
by his obedience who hath become tl^ righteouf- 
hefs'of the guilty. For it iltuft be remembered, w^ 
iYe not juftified by our afts, but by tht righteouf* 
nefs we appropriate ; and our appropriation only 
ferves to give us the divinely-authentic enjoyment 
by the wordj et that . juftifieation o£ the ungodlyi 
and without ftrength, whereby we are faved. Hence 
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mt are Galled not to wait for ftr^gth to do {(m&* 
thing lor the enjovinent of tbia juftificatioa, fantt 
flxetdr forth t&c withered hand, or jufi as we ar Cy 
to live by Chriil's tigfateoufnefs, whea we feel oq«" 
Utitig but what marka us out for eternal deflrisfbion*. 
When Lai^arus was made to hear^ he came forth, 
accoiding to the command he beard, or in QbedSii^ 
e^ce to the voice that quickened him v and when. 
\re are made to hear the divine invitation and com- 
mand to* live by this, righteoufnefs,. we appropriate 
it. in obedience to him that makes us hear^is voice. 
The righteoufnefs itfelf, isr that by which we ace 
akceptc^d ; the appropriation refpedls our pofleflion 
and enjoyment. In the latter we maiy be weaker 
Of ftrongeir; in the former, is the invariable ground 
of ou£ confidence. 

That God. has given to us eternal lile in his Son, 
ifi^the apoftolic ftyie, and the very record which is 
poised out for our peculiar attentioxEv ^^^d when 
the WDrd ^#r has been made ufe of, and under* 
i]»od to c6im€j nodiing moce than thjs important 
truth, the believer of the record ha$ become the: 
receiver of the gifty or the enjjoyer o£ the blcffing. 

" Hence wc fee, that * This is mine^ or this wses. 
<< done-for. mre,' is a truth, whofe evidence takes its^ 
<* rifi^ i^om. the pains I take to believe it." p.: z6* 

Its evidence depends on the veracity and faithful*^ 
Be£> of him who fpake the world into being, has) 
ptTDvided the fofficient righteoufnefs,. and has com^ 
mancied us to give him this honour of depending om 
his word, in our enjoyment of this falvation. 

It is not in this cafe the language of the belief of 
a truth, but of the reception or appropriation of a- 
free gift; the belief of the truth of the fufEciency 
of Jefos Chrift, and of his being freely given, goes 
before, and is that knowledge of the name of the 
Lord which* embpldens us to put our truft in him* 
What we thus aflure ourfelvcs of, in. conipiiance 
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with the divine invitation, &c. as it u a ceitaia. 
truth in the divine mind, fo it appearg a truth bf 
the divine word, when it is evident I am begottea 
to this Chriftian faith, hope, and charity. The dif* 
ference here between us is, that, with Palatmon^ 

* This is mine, this was done £or me,' is a trath, 
whofe evidence takes its rife only from a difcovery,^ 
that I am diftinsuifhed from other finners by my 
faith, love, and fclf-denied obedience. With us it 
is the bnguage of a reception, appropriation, truft^ 
or confidence, grounded upon the- divine declsura^ 
tions to finners for that purpofe. 

<< This, I, mud fay, is indeed ^ very ftrange and 
^ uncommon way of finding truth." Ibid. 

But fuch a way of dependence on the divine vo- 
racity and faithfulnefs as becomes us, and gives glo« 
ry to God. — ^It is the reception <^ a gift by a per* 
foafion of the mind. — It is trading to the taithful* 
nefs of God to make out, in this particular cafe, a 
blefiing indefinitely promifed*, not afluring myfelf 
of a propofition being true, but of eternal falvation» 
by a Saviour given to me. 

To receive a gift^ or to partake of any thing up- 
on invitation, is nothing ftrange or uncommon. In 
this cafe, when the gift is given in divine declara- 
tions^ a'nd the reception of it purely mental, an 
anfwerable perfuafion of the mind, or (in depend- 
ence on the divine veracity and faithfulnefs) an af- 
furing ourfelves of the bleffing granted ; what wc 
are perfuaded of is in a way peculiar to itf^lf, and 
very confiftent before him, who faid, < Whatfoever 

* things ye defire when you pray, believe that yoa 
< receive them, and ye have them.' Palaemon will 
allow, that Chrift^s death is an uncommon afiair, as 
is alfo imputing righteoufnefs without works, &c. 
Why then fhould the peculiarity of thus enjoying 
righteoufnefs without works, be fo much the fub- 
jeft of fneer, becaufe accounted Jlrange and uncom* 
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tmn f'—^2^^ it not rather be accounted fuch a way 
of dependence on the divine veracity and faithfuU 
nefs, as renders him hk proper glory ? 

'«• If he" (namely Chrift) died for them that per- 
«' ifli, then the happinefs of them who are faved, 
<• muft be owing to fomething elfe befides his 
•«• death." Ibid, ^ * ; 

Afpafio is no farther concerned here, than as he 
maintains, that Chrift is given for the guilty to ap- 
propriate and live by. And in this regard may it 
not be faid, with as much propriety, If an enter-. 
tainment, provided in common, is refufed by fome, 
that then the nourifhment of thofe who partake of 
it, is owing to fomething elfe befides the food? 
this coming pretty near to our Lord's rcprefenta- 
tion, John vi, 53. A fallacy or impropriety charg- 
ed uponi the former, is alfo a refleflion upon the 
latter. 

If wc underftand, by the happinefs of them who 
are faved, their redemption from the wrath to 
come^ and title to future glory; this is owing (Irid- 
ly to his perfect righteoufnefs. If we mean their 
prcfent happinefs in a confcious pofleffion, knbw- 
tedge, or enjoyment of this redemption ; this we 
may fay is owing to his death, given to be received. 
Patemon fays, to a difcovery of our faith, love, and 
felf-denied obedience. 

It is a very juft obfcrvation, That " in fpeaking 
*• of the redemption that is in Jefus Chrift, we had 
f« need keep clear of all human fyftems, and hold 
** dofe'hy the fcriptures." p. 30. 

And it is in ftri£l conformity to this we afTert, 
that although God has given eternal life in his Son, 
even unto them, who, by dift)elieving it, make God 
a liar ; yet no man has that life, but he that has 
the Son. God gives Being to that which he com- 
mands, authorifes, and thereby enables us to re- 
ceive, appropriate, or be perfuaded of. And if 

Hh 
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we admit of liis character as a juft God and a Sa* 
▼tour, in juftifjring the ungodly, why ihould we 
objecl thus giving him the glory of his power and 
faithfuhiefa ? Thus SAttAH received Jrettgtb to 
conceive fced^ — hecaufe Jhe judged him (not only able, 
hut) faithful that had promtfed. — And thus our Lord 
fpeaks, Mark xi. 22> 23, 24. Shall it be difputed, 
whether God can give exiftence to' things that yet 
arc not, and make out that to be true, which we, 
according to his word, depend upon him for ? This 
confidence is due to God only, and is giving him 
glory. On the other hand, to fuppofc this cannot 
be, and, on this account, to fet afide this manner 
of believing or trufting in him, is to rob him of his 
proper glory. 

This perfuafion may properly be called trust*- 
ING in the Lord, becaufe it proceeds neither on 
pre-evidence, nor inward qualifications, but on 
God's bare word of invitation, promife, &c. taking 
that as a fufficient authority and fecurity. By thisf 
a proper dependence of the creature on the Crea- 
tor is preferved and kept tip. And unlefs it can, 
without mifreprefentation, be fhewn inconfiftenC 
and antifcriptural J all other objedlions raifed a* 
gainft it are but of fmall account \ and all labour to 
form it into a propofitiori, true in itfelf, whether 
we believe it or no, is the labour of diffidence and 
unbelief. For it is plain, they cannot truft to 
God's invitations, commands, and declarations ; and 
are feeking a reafon of hope more agreeable to them- 
felves. 

" Afpafio maintains, that none have the proper 
" fcriptural faith, but thofe who are taught by the 
" enlightening Spirit to draw the conclufion." p. 

Afpafio maintains, that "when the divine Spirit 
opens OUT eyes, &c. we difcover and make ufe of 
tlie fame right or warrant as is the privilege of the 
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vifeft mifcreant ; a right founded, not on our awa* 
J(ened deHresy but purely, folely, entirely on the 
free grant of a Saviour." Dialogues, vol. ii. p. 369. 

" They ^maintain, that reproba; es have as fair % 
" revealed warrant, to draw the conclufion, as the 
^« elea have." 3iJ. ' 

That is, that no m^n need to wait to fee his elec* 
tion, or, in other word5> any ditFerence between 
lumfelf and other men^ to warrant bis confidence 
in Chriit. The general indefinite expreffions, coni- 
tained in the declarations of the gofpel, fuch a« 
huhofiever^ any nian^ he that helieveth on him^ fej'r. 
fully authorifing or warranting hty any many nvhojo^ 
iver he be, to heUeve^ or trufl confidently on Chrift 
^lone for everlafting life. Being taught ot God 
this truth, he lives by Chrift.as the Saviour of the 
loft ; even as being taught the fuffieiency of Chriftj 
he lives by that alone. 

In the third letter, €ur author miftakes the real 
q|ieftion between us. It is xu>t, " Whether or not 
^ 4id Chrift finrfh vpon the crofs^ all that God re-« 
<( quires, every requtike, without exception, to 
" procure acceptapoe fcr, and give relief unto the 
^ guilty confeience of the moll profane wretch |hat 
i« lives?" p. 41 J 42. 

This is not difputed by us, but maintained more 
properly on our fid^ than by our author. The queC- 
iion betweexi ujj, is. Whether the guilty confeience 
<aii be relieved from the fen te nee of condemnatiou, 
by the confiderafcion of a fufficient rightcoufnefs for 
tlie At€k and the qualified? Or, Whether God 
kath not provided for the relief i)f the guilty con^ 
fcience, by giving his only begotten Son that we 
jBight live through him ? giving Kxtn not only to 
die, but giving huu in .the divine declarations to h& 
Jbelieved on ? 

«< It muft be the very fame thing which placates 
«« difinc juftice> or which fully exDi^effes the necef- 
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" fary oppofition of infinite goodnefs to evil or fin, 
*< that relieves the fniner from the fentence of con- 
" dem nation, which is no other than the voice 
<* of God naturally refiding in the confcience/' 
Ibid. 

As it would be very abfurd to fuppofe it placates 
the divine juftice, without being cofifidered by 
that jufticQ in the behalf of the tranfgrefibr; fo 
It feems to be equally abfurd, that it cin << relieve 
<< the guilty confcience from the fentence of cori- 
>< demnation," without being appropriated by that 
confcience. 

The fentence of condemnation, naturally refiding 
in the confcience, requires a revelation of righte-- 
oufnefs, that I may as really impute^ to myfelf, as 
the £in that condemns me, or the condemnation 
ftill remains untouched. A poffibility, that I may 
be an eleft perfon, cannot give relief, becaufe it 
in ay be ten to one it is not true. My hope is only 
in proportion, as I apprehend m'any, or few, to be 
elefted ; and, after aH, it is not, in fad, Chrift*s 
righteoufnefs that relieves me, but ray conje£lural 
or fond hope of being one of the eleft. 

Chrift did finifh upon the crofs that^righteoufnefs 
*« which placates the divine juftice, or whi^h fully 
•^ exprefles the neceflary oppofition of infinite good- 
•* ncfs to evil, ot fin." That righteoufnefs which 
alone can relieve the finner from eternal death, ^n« 
title him to eternal life, and bring peace and hope 
of everlafting life to the moft guilty confcience. At 
the fame time, it would be abfurd to fay, Chrift fi- 
niflied on the crofs, every requifite or command- 
mcnt relative to this righteoufnefs, as preached or 
declared in the world. For inftance ; He hdth com* 
tnanded all men every where to repent. Which I un« 
derftand a repentance refpeftive of this righteouf- 
nefs, and the fame with the commandmenfj that we 
Jhould believe on the name of his Son Jefm Chrift. A* 
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gain, the voice from heaven. This is my beloved Son 
in ivhom I am tvell pleafedi viras attended with a com- 
mandm^it to hear him^ agreeable to If. li. i, — 5. If 
it is again required, of what aviul are thefe coni* 
mandments ? It may be anfwered, as the command- 
ment to preach the gofpel to every creature, avail*/ 
ed to be the favour of life unto life in them that 
are faved, and of death unto death in them that 
periih ; fo the commandment to believd on the 
name of his Son Jefus Chrift, avails to encourage 
and warrant the (inner, as fuch, to truft, believe 
in, or appropriate and enjoy that r^ghteoufnefs. I 
am perfuaded Palaemon will not fay, that Chrift fi* 
niihed upon the crofs, any of the commandments 
above mentioned j as it may be affirmed, on the o- 
ther hand, that the obedience to thefe commands 
is no part of that righteoufnefs Vhich procures 
acceptance for, or gives relief unto the confcience 
of the moft profane wretch that lives. But False-, 
mon's reply is. That all obedience to thefe commands^ 
fuppofes th^ belief of the gofpel-report. Be it fo, 
the commandment fpeaks to them, not as to belie- 
vers, or to the diflinguifhed among mankind, but 
as to finners or children of wrath, even as others ; 
and is the divine method of grace in giving us a 
confcious pofieifion or enjoyment. Which Palae- 
mon feeks totally by works. ^ 

<f What is the turning-point from^ defpair to good 
« hope !" Ihid. : 

Thefiniihed work of Chriil alone. How is that 
our hope ? As it is given for that purpofe to be the 
hope of the guilty. 

** Afpafio's faith refts, one foot on the work of 
« Chrift, and the other on human efforts, or the 
*< motions of man's -heart." Ibid,.. 

Quite a miftake.. Afpafio's faith is, that the work 
of CErift is given to^him ; on this he refts, and on 
tHO motiouis of his heart whatever. 

Hh 3 . 
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<< What gives right to eteniaA life ? The impfited 
« righteoufnefs. What gives right to that ? The 
<< work of faith. Who have a right to aft £ahii i 
« Thofe who feel an averfion to fin," Sec. p. 44. 

This is alfo far from being Afpafio's rw9r of the 
matter : he flioutd be reprefented thus; What giipes 
, right to eternal life ? the imputed righteotrffiejfeft 
What gives right to chat ? The declarations df tbe 
gofpelf giving it freely to finners ae fudi. Who 
have a right to a£k faith, or appropriate ihis ri^e* 
oufnefs ? All the ends pf the earth ; as tnnay m 
can be included in the word whofiiwer. To any of 
all the ends of the eardi were the apoftle(» ic^mim^ 
fioned to fay, Believe on tie L0f4 Jefus Cbrifi ^ni 
thou Jhalt he fm>ed. To exhort thus to a pafiive in^ 
voluntary convi£tion, would be Tery abfut^d* 

Afpafio's obfervaticffi is, the ^ grant i» made to 
•< finners; in receiving the gr»vit we commence 
"believers," according to the above-memioned a<- 
poftolic exhortation. 

« But Afpafio will ftilt hifift) ihtft thtfeqwIiAei*. 
« tions are by no means the gromrd of iheir right. 
<< Let us fee tbea^ where^ the gtk>uiid of ^ehr ^ght 
" lies ?" p. 46. 

In the divine declarations to finnetis as ftdt. 

<< I think the obvious meaning of Afpafio*s wot#5 
<< is this : thefe perfons, fo qo^ifitd, hav« the trigllt 
« exclufive of unqualified fi»iners." liid. 

It is very obvious this is not his meaning. 

" Where then can the gitound of this right He, 
<' but in the diftinguifiied ^qualifications ? It canifOt 
<< lie in any thing common to both ; fo^, hi- that 
^ cafe, the unqualified would hstfve as good a fight 
" as the qualified." Ibid. 

They have fo. Thefe are Af{:^fio*s real fenti- 
ments; whatever qualifications make a difierence 
between one man and aifother, they confer no .right 
to the kingdom of God, they confer lio tight t« Afc 
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imptfl^d righvecFUftieft. Fdr * as M have iitined, 
c ^nd 'come {hart iff tht gidry of God/ they who 
arc juftificd, are < juftified freely by his grace, thr6* 
« the Tcdemptioii which is in Jefus Chrift.* 

«« They lave nothittg i« the heaten abovei nof 
«« to the tatYh below, to keep their hearts from fink« 
w iag feito litter defpair, but the bare pit>pitiation< 
*« This, and this alone, enedurages them tb make 
v< their flddrefs to God.'' p. 48. 

Ctto thi» encounage further than they fee their 
ittteteft in it, or right to draw near to God, there* 
by, }fi virtue of his ^aekws dee)arat4ons ? And 
how are they to addrefs God ? As tfae^t friend and 
ftfther^ on ae^couiit of this tighteoufnefs ? Then 
Aeyi ill faft, appifopriate it, and our debate is at 
M end ; we are agreed. Or, do they addrefs Gdd 
Wily a& the friend of fome who are to be known in 
time %y fattable qtiatfficatioDs ? if this is otrr atf- 
thor's meaning, then it is he, and not AfpaHo, that,^ 
in drawitig near to God, feeks for inherent qualiii- 
cations, ihftead of the imputed righteoofneis. 

« By thie, and this alone^ God conveys the firft 
" tafte of his favour and peace into their hearts.'* 

Uirlefe we eonceive of the irafptfted righteoufnefe 
sto gt^cits^ifty granted unto us in this deftirute con- 
^iition, VHrhcre is the ctmneaion ? What tafte of fa- 
vour aif d pe^ce ean be admitted barely l>y the conft- 
Airation &( fuficiency for the cleft ? Stifficient fot 
itte a gttilty ifitmerj without any other confideratiow, 
is evangelical. To wait for fimethirtg thote before 
ive are allowed to call him friend ot father, on acs 
eount of tins righteotifnefs, is not at all adapted to 
bring us nigh to God hy the hare propitiation. 
\ *« And it plcafes me to find, Afpafio had not 
« courage to clofe this period, without bringing 
" forth Ac plain truth at kit. For pomting to the 
<* poor,'»indigent, and guilty -finr^rs^ 'he concludes. 
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<< For fuch the Saviour is provided i to fuch his be- 
** nefits are propofedj and on fuch his grace vnll be 
^ magnified." p. 43, 49. - 

If it is allowed}, that his benefits are propofed to 
fuch, the debate is ended. We mean no more. It 
is undoubtedly warrantable to receive and appropri- 
ate what is provided for the enjoyment of any, or 
wbcfrever among the guilty ; and propofed to our 
truft and confidence under that name. If any other 
confideration muft intervene, then it is plain, the 
benefits are not provided for and propofed to fuch, 
but only for, and to thofe who have the additional 
confideration. 

« As for the bare work finiihed on the crofs,'Or 
<^ the bare report about it, however true we think 
<< it, fo far have we mifiaken it, that fetting afide 
<< our aSiive operations about it, we do not fee 
<« nvhat cotnfirt or benefit can be derived from it**' 
p. 8j. 

This proceeds on a total miftake and mifrepre* 
fentation of Afpafioj he is not putting the Jeaft 
flight on the report or perfuafion of the fufficiency 
of the finiihed work of Jefus Chrift, to juftify the 
mod guilty without more; he is here oppofing a 
qualified perfuafion, or rather mere profei&'on, art« 
fully fubftituted in the room of the fufficient right- 
eoufnefs, and the finner's living by that alone — A 
perfuafion, " that the ihelter of the fummer-houfe 
is free for our ufe, accompanied with a high efteem 
of its accommodation, an earned defire after it^ 
prote£lion, or an habitual tendency towards it." A« 
fpafio afks not whether a perfuafion of the fufficien- 
cy of Chrift, but " a perfuafion that the funnner- 
« houfe is free for our ufe," whether this, though 
accompanied with efteem, defire, or tendency, un- 
Icfs " carried into aiftual entrance and pofieffion," 
would ^nfwer the. end and defign of fuch a truth, 
« would be a proper fafe-gviard, or indeed any ma»- 
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'* ner of advantage as to our perfons/' that is, in 
refpeft of pofleffion, enjoyment and advantage from 
that enjoyment. Thefe are his very words, i6th 
dialogue, p. 407. And let any one impartially 
judge, whether AfpaHo is here objcfting againft the 
finifhed work of Jefus? or rather, is he not felting 
aiide afruitlefs perfuafion, or rather profeflion, that 
the (helter is free for our ufe,,.with dependence on 
our fuppofed efteems, defires, tendencies, &c. that 
the foul may reft purely and entirely on Jefus Chrift 
alone ? Whom in the fame page he defcribes from 
the prophet Ifaiah, as '^ a place of refuge, as a covert 
" from the ftorm and from rain." Afpafio afks, if 
a perfuafion that Chrift is fuch a place of refuge 
and covert free for our ufe, accompanied with any 
efteems, defires, and tendencies, will anfwer to fuch 
a rcprefentation? Which is, in fa£l, whether we 
may truft in fuch a perfuafion, efteem, defire, and 
tendency, inftead of that righteoufnefs which is our 
apf>ointed refuge ? It is plain, all the a£tive opera- 
tions pleaded for, is <o live by this alone, in di- 
ftindion from any other dependence. And the ad« 
vantage arifing from thefe aflive operations, is the 
enjoyment, comfort, and influence of this fuflicient 
righteoufnefs. 

If the obje£tor had been pleading for the entire 
fufficiency of the work of Jefus, Afpafio would 
readily agree to that, and have recommended living 
by that alone. But after he had fo far co-incide.d 
with Afpafio, as to allow, << that all this grace, and 
<* and each of thefe benefits, are free, perfedlly free, 
<« for you, for me, for others;" might not Afpafio 
alk, would this bare perfuafion anfwer the end and 
defign of fuch a truth, uniefs I was induced there- 
by to really ufe it as a {helter? that is to oppofe 
Chrift's righteoufnefs^ thus freely given unto me» 
to every fenfe of guilt and condemnation, and af- 
fure myfelf of falvation by that alone. As I fup» 
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pofe Mr. Sandcman in hi» view of thkigs, will al«- 
low the believer of the gofpel-report to oppofe th^ 
truth of Chrift's fuiSciency to every declaration or 
conviction of guilt tending to defpair j and this may 
OS properly be called reducing that truth t$ praBUe* 
This is what Afpafio calls reducing U pra^ice^ the 
truth of Chrift being given for us to receive and 
Uve by him as fuch a gift, as a refuge from all cur<- 
fes of the law, and danger of damnation, unto the 
iffdA of peace, aflurance, and holinefs. We do npt 
contider the gofpel as barely furni(hing . u$ with 
gOQd and excellent materials to nvork upon^ but with 
bleffings to enjoy and pofefs as our own ; and our 
whole comfort, or aqy part of it, does not arife 
/rom the fuceefs ^f our labour^ but wholly from the 
hkflings fo freely prefented to us to take comfort 
4n them, and is very far from making them fit to 
comfort us. 

'< Now, it does not fignify much by what name 
.<< we call the mean of efc;;^e, whether w« call it 
.** the law or the gofpel ; foi^ the greatt eoacem <we 
f* hwt with either o^ tfaefey w tq obt^ta rigbteMiC- 
^^ nefs or a title to life.** p. 92, 93. 

However true this jxiay be of thofe who feek by 
works in a way of *« painful defire and fear till ihey 
-** are crowned with enjoyment :" Afpafio is riot 
ciiargeable, whofedoflfiue allows ^1 immediale en- 
joyment, without the intervention of any rigb^ecH^ 
iiefs or work whatever. 

** For — it is not the bare knowledge of the law 
** or gofpel that can do us any fervice, but the ttfe 
** Hve make^ of them J* P- 93* 

This is iHit mere found; for our author pleads 
ibr the above* mentioned uie to be^iade of the re^ 
•port, previous to the enjoyment of the privilege* 
The ufe we make of the gofpel-report, is immieili- 
ately to live by the righteoufnefs it reveals : where- 
as the ufe of the Idm is to do that we may iiine. Is 
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not here a manifeft ; yea, is not here a iufficient 
difference ? 

So each one reafons thus : Seeing many Jball per* 
<< ifi^ and feeing the gefpel fays nothing io me, butwhai 
«* it fays to every one, what comfort can I reap from 
«* it J unlefs I can find about myfelf, at lea/t one grain 
*• of odds, cqfiing the balance in my favoiir, in compa^ 
<* rifon with others, or in comparifon with what I my* 
^ felf have hitherto been /" p. 94. 

But this is not Afpafio's language^ which may 
rather be reprefehted. Seeing the gofpel authorifes me 
and every finner to iive by the righteoufnefs it reveals, 
why fboMJ not make this ufe of it ?' Since the door 
into the kingdom of God is thus open for ^nners, why 
fhould I any longer hefitate ? 

« But what'fignifies all this, fays the proud devo- 
<^ tee, unlefe I can find fome reafon about myfelf, 
<< why the Deity (hould diftinguifh me as his fa* 
«« vdurite beyond other men ? And thus he treats 
« the bare truth of the gofpel with fcorn and con- 
<« tempt/' Note, p. 97. 

Afpafio waits for no fuch reafon, therefore this 
reprefentation does not affe£l him. 

•• In vain {hall he (any finner) expeft to hear one 
<^ fyllable more from God, to encourage him to 
<( draw nigh to him, that ' he is well pleafed in his 
"ieloved Son;' that < Jehovah i« well pfeafed for 
« his righteoufnefs." p. ii5» 

Hath not God already faid, < He that believeth 
^ on him (hall notlje afhamed?' that < he that cometh 

* to him (hall in no wife be cail out ?' 3cc. Hath he 
not given him as bread from heaven, that < whofo«« 

* ever eateth him fhould live by him ?' Has he not 
given « eternal life to us in him V even fo given to' 
us, that * whofoever' of us < believe riot this record' 
that he hath given of his Son, < make$ him a liar.^ 
Are we to fet afide thefe declarations as no encou- 
ragement to us to appropriate or to draw nigh tc 
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God, left we fhouM not fufficientljr fubmit ourfelves 
to the divine fovercignty ? Or are we not rather-tb 
look upon them/ as the declarations of fovereign 
grace ; which has found out a way confiftent with 
the higheft juftice thus to fliew favour to the guilty, 
and for the encouragement of fuch to believe on 
him, or draw nigh.. with confidence through the 
faith of him i 

** The apoftle John fays, * This is his command- 
« ment, that we fliould believe on the name of his 
•* Son ;' mt that we fliould do any thing to obtain 
« life, but that we fliould live by what heliath done. 
<< It is a commandment not requiring any thing of 
<< us, ,but beftowing life by the knowledge which it 
«« conveys." p. 1 26. 

If I live by what he hath done, I* account what 
he hath done, given me for that purpofe. And this 
is alfo the ufe I make of it ; and this command- 
ment fo underftood, requireth nothing of us, but 
beftows life by the knowledge it conveys. So that 
what our' author has here faid, exprefles our whole 
mind, and may end the difpute. 

« Paul, in the deepefl: of all his diflireSes, was 
*« relieved by that very faith, which we modem 
^* Chriftians, in the height of our complaifatice, 
•« chufe only to call, of the enfeebled and infantile 
"kind." p. 128. 

A miftake this ; Paul was relieved by a view of 
the fufficiency of grace for himfelf in particular, 
< My grace is fufficient for thee.' He waited for 
no other righteoufnefs to certify him, that this fuf- 
ficient grace belonged to him. 

" If we hearken to theni, the great point about 
•* which our faith is principally concerned, is a 
" matter which turns out to be true ^ no book nor 
•< man can tell how*" p. 168. 

It turns out to be true in God's faithfulnefs, an- 
fwering to his gracious declarations. Our aflurance 
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or appropriation: is founded and exercifed upon 
God's faithful nefs to anfwer to what he has reveaU 
ed as the ground of our confidence. That * he has 

* given to us eternal life in his Son ;' that * in this 
f man's name is preached to us remiflion of fins 'y 
and that * whofoever believeth on him fliall not pe- 

* rifli, but have everlafting life.' So that, in the 
very nature of the thing, the appropriating Ian- 
guage is only the language of trufl and confidence, 
and will turn out to be truth, if God may be de« 
pended on, as he moil furely may. 

<< In the gofpel-ofier, we are told, is prefented to 
** the poor bankrupt, a bond, or bill indorfed to 
*< him, to relieve him from his poverty. — It is not 
<« his as yet." Ibid. 

It is freely given to him, it is hi« in right to pof- 
fefs and enjoy, as any thing we are invited to* par- 
take of. It is therefore his to live upon, though not 
his in prefent enjoyment. It is not prefented to 
him, but in common with others who perifli, rejeft- 
ing .it as infufiicient ; yet it is fo really prefented to 
him, that he is welcome to live by it, or avail him* 
felf of it as his own, without performing one aft, 
or obtaining one qualification to entitle him to it. 
The difficulty lies in a man's being thoroughly per- 
fuaded that this is true ; which when a man really 
is, he immediately lives by this revealed righteouf- 
nefs without more. 

** He at laft lays hold of it, — fo it becomes his.'* 
Ibid. 

It becomes his by that fame grace which has con* 
vinced him of its truth, and influenced him thereby 
to appropriate and enjoy it. It becomes his in pof- 
feffion and enjoyment. Not that God imputes it on 
account of our appropriation ; that only ferves the 
ufe of peace of confcience by it, and a warrantable 
enjoyment by the divine word, and to demonftrate 
we are thofe to whom it is imputed. . 

li 
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Mr. Marihail, Mr, Bofton, and Meilrs. Erflcifles, 
maintain, that, according to the law, << man is 
bound to believe whatever God declares, and do 
whatever he commands ; that the duty of believing 
to be true what God has reported, and receiving 
what he has commanded us to receive, or take to 
ourfelves, belongs to the law ; which fattens the new 
duty upon us, the moment the gofpel reveals the 
new objeft/' And if this is not true, how will the 
hearers of the gofpel be condemned for defpifing or 
ncglefting this great falvation ? And if this is true, 
why may not gofpel-minifters declare againft the re- 
jeftors of this grace, what will be matter of their 
juft condemnation ? Or, in other words, what 
proves, that they that perifli, periflt juftly, and of 
their own will and choice, vindicating the righte- 
ous judgement of God. 

And is it not to be maintained, confiftenf with 
* this, that the gofpel is purely and entirely a revelation 
of a fudicient righteoufnefs for the moft guilty ; that 
where it takes place in the heart, it is by the fove- 
reign grace of him who provided the righteoufnefs 
it treats of? That in receiving it for true, and living 
by it, tliey are fulfilling the command of the new 
covenant ; they are performing of duty ; and, at the 
fame time, the fubjefts of the New Teftament pro« 
mife, in having that obedience, or law written dn 
their heart, by the Spirit of the living God, as a 
Spirit of grace and truth ? "^ 

<« I hope Satan does not chain you to your houf- 
•* es, nor ftake you down to your fields on the 
'•< Lord's day." p. 267. 

This is rather to bie confidered as a convifting 
them of their finful negligence and willing igno- 
rance, than giving any direftions what we muft do 
to be faved. In that cafe we allow the anfwer is. 
Either keep the law yourfelf, or live by what Cbrift 
has already .done. 
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• *' We may now turn our eyes more particularly 
** to thofe who are moft fuccefsful in propagating a 
<< perverted gofpel. Thcfe men do indeed prefs 
•^ very har^ upon the confcience to "awaken fear : 
** but when they liave drjven the fcrious, hearer ai- 
*< moft to defpair, by an awful dcfcription of his 
<< miferable conditioi), and by representing him a^ 
** utterly unable^ in every rcfpeci, to contribute- a- 
<« ny thing towards his own deliverance, they at 
^« laft condeftQ.end, with no fmall art and addrefsi 
<* to make fome comfortable exceptions from the 
** foregoing awful dodlrine. — Now is defcribed, in 
" a variety of particulars, a convenient rcfource, 
«« where the pride of the ferious hearer may exer«r 
** cifc itfelf with great hppe^ of (uccefs." page- 

The pride of the ferious hearer, is the conceit of 
his being able to do or obtain fomething to deliver 
lumfclf, as prqccedjng from his propenfity to live 
hy foji^ethjng he is to do, whereby }ie becomes felf- 
dependent. T}ie truth is, tfie |:ift of the divine 
righteoufnefs depends ofi no doing or difference in 
fxx^n. The being quickened by the truth of the 
gofpel to hear |;lie voice of God therein, depends 
Q{i the fovereign jgood pleafure of heaven. A man 
Jbearing this vpice of Gody not to the qualified, but 
to the abfolutely guilty and loft, is i94de obedient 
to the commands and exhortations to believe on the 
JLord Jefus Chrift, or to live by his righteoufnefs, 
withoi}t waiting for any oth^r j and the obedience 
(hat anfwers as an echo to that divine voiee, com* 
inand, invitation, &c. is, and can be no other, 
than trufting, dependiiig, and affuring ourfelves of 
f^lvation by Chrift alone, in obedience to the di- 
ytne declaration ; as Lazarus came forth in obedi- 
ence to the voice that, quickened him. When w^ 
\iid -finners believe pp Chrift, we wopld be under- 
^opd SiS exhU^itifig a quickening tru4i| ^s well as a 
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divine command ; that is, that there is a fufficient 
Saviour who may fafeJy be depended on. And in 
obedience to this voice we are not doing that we 
ma-y live, but w€ arc living by Chrift alone, in obe- 
dience to him who" makes the dead to hear his 
voice. The pride of the ferious hearer may be as 
much excited by being told to do that they may 
know their falvation, as to do to be faved. 

" The preacher finds it neceflary to warn his 
*< hearers to avoid all thoughts of this dodlrine of 
« eleftion at prefent." Ibid. 

That is, when eledion is objedted againft the di- 
vine declarations, encouraging the guilty under that 
chara£ler, and without any evidence of eledion, to 
live immediately by Chrift's righteoufnefs. For the 
jailor to have obje6ied eleftion againft Paul, when 
he bid him believe on the Lord Jefus Chrift, would 
have been from the enemy. 

" Becaufe (fays he) there is in this dodrine no 
" vifible ground for faith to reft upon,-^no vifiblc 
" refource for the pride of any man." page 280. 
, No vifiblc ground for a finner's confidence or truft 
in Chrift alone^ which is not the pride of man, but 
cfTential to the faith of God's cleft. 

<< Sometimes they take great pains^ to fhew us 
<< how little wc do when we put forth an a£l of 
"faith.'* p. 281. 

The aft we plead for, is to live alone by what 
Chrift has done, whether we call it believing on 
Chrift, receiving, appropriating, irufting, or what-* 
ever name we give it ; this is what we mean. Our 
opponents on this head, are thofe who ate for hav- 
ing fome good thing to be wrought in us, or done 
by us, before we are to be allowed to live by what 
Tefus has done ; which is, in faft, a denial of its 
being wrought for the guilty. When they, have 
been driven out of every fubterfuge, they at laft 
plead, that we tell people to believe on Chrift; 
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\^hereas it is the Spirit's work, and they muft wait 
for this working of the Spirit before they are able 
to believe. We do not pretend to deny, that for a 
man to believe on the Son of God is the Spirit's 
work ) hut at the fame time are afiured, that when 
a man is taught of God to believe Chrift's righte- 
oxifnefs a provifion for the guilty, he is not taught 
to afTume any other charadier as his title to it. Nor 
is he taught of God to confidcr himfelf in any o- 
ther light than as guilty, and juftly condemned. 
And therefore, we farther infift upon it, that a 
man, without waiting for any thing more than what 
Chrift has already done, is to live by thaty as fuffi- 
cient for him, and given to him in the indefinite 
grant of the gofpel. And this he is to do, that is, 
live by Chrift's righteoufnefs in obedience to the 
divine command and invitation, when he feels no- 
thing good in him) K> embolden him thereto; and 
to depend upon it, ihat tbat righteoufnefs will not 
fail him. ' And thus far we proceed fcripturally, 
according to the anfwer given to the Philippian, 
jailor. ' 

We have alfo aflerted, that a man qriay afk the 
queftion. What (hall I do to be faved ? and yet be 
but upon nature's bottom. The direction to that 
man, is not to wait for to do fomething', or to get 
fox|ieihing done in him, but to believe on the Lord 
Jefus Chrift. When it has been objed^ed to this, 
that nature cannot believe on Chrift, and therefore 
fuch are not to be told fo ; we have anfwercd, he 
that gives the command is able to overcome this 
difficulty by divine convidtion of the truth, writing 
his laws in our hearts and minds. And while we, 
thus taught of God, in obedience to the word,^^ arc 
endeavouring to believe or truft on the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, to obtain our certainty, and reft fatisfied 
with this righteoufnefs, -the Spirit of grace and 
truth may further dilBpate every diftruftful fuggef- 
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tion, and make us fully fo. And here, by be« 
ILeving on Chrift^ we mean fuch a trufting^ confid-^ 
ing on him, a6 we allow follows a divine paffive con-f 
viclrion of the truth| that kind of aftivity which is 
iniiinated in the fcripture phrafee, A&s xvi* 31. 
John vi. 35. and John iii. 23. 

We cannot beheve through our own natural a^ 
vcrfencfs to live by the righteoufnefs of another^ J 
or our pronenefs to ellablifli our own. But» at th« 
fame time^ he that is taught of God, when he ac^ 
knowledges he can do npthing, he rejoices .that no? 
thing is left for him to do, but on the contiary, 
that he is called to live by what Chrift has already 
done. And they who will not diftinguifli this life 
from an endeavour to live by our own righteoi:^* 
nefs, cannot be farther talked with. . | 

^ As convi£lion of the truth of the fufficiency of. 
Chrift, and his being freely given to the guilty and 
loft, is the oifly convid^ton of truth that is free 
from felf-righteoufnefs ; fo to live by this fufficient 
righteoufnefs as fo given, U the only aftivity that 
moft inimediately anfwers to the above mentioned 
truths. 

Palaemon cannot deny, but coming fo Chrift has the 
promife of being in nowi/e caji 'out ; but he^ judges 
it to be an obediencfC in confequence' of faith, or 
the belief of the truth. This, on the other hand, 
is not denied him. And it may be alfo affirmed^ 
that the pro^iife is an encouragement of certainty 
of fjLiccefs to every one that comes- to him, and a 
divine declaration^ which afcertains the fuflicient 
righteoufnefs to be imputed to every particular per- 
fon anfwering that chara&er. Coming to Chrifi is 
allowed to be more than a paiTive convidion ; it is 
allowed to be fomething a^ive in confequence of 
fach a convifkion ; and as it cannot be any fuch ac« 
tivity, or coming as contradicts the alone fufficiency 
of Cbrift's finiihed work, what anfwers to the-fcrip* 
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tore^defcriptioiis or namea given to this aAivityi 
mofe properly th^n living by that fufficient righte^ 
oiifnefsi i^iftead of doing or feekiqg tado any thing 
to add thereto ? ^ 

^ And as far as Afpafio, Marihall, Sec. plead for, 
or encourage^ to an adivity of this kind, they cauf- 
Dot be accufed juftly of fettiog up another righteont 
Defs* — ^This adlivity terminates in its objed, and rCf 
folves itfelf entirely therein. The bufinefs to be acr 
compliihed by this adivity, is only to come under 
fHGh a certainty of falvation by Chrift alone, as is 
implied in the words tru/f and C9nfiden€e ; and the 
nature of it is as oppofite to fotting up another right* 
iBDufnefsi as the perfuafion of Chrift's fufficiency* 
Palaemon pleads for a£^ivity in coming at the cer« 
tainty of our intereft in Chrift's fufficient work, and 
we plead for no more. Which therefore removes 
our plea beyond the reach of his objeAions. 

To plead for appropriation as fomething to be 
added to entitle to acceptance, is liable to Palae- 
mon's objections. To plead for it, fo as to ntiake 
the fuffici^it righteoufnefa' depend on that a£t for 
its acceptance with God in pur behalf, may alio be 
accufed as a do£lrine of felf-dependence ; bi^t to 
appropriate it as an efFe£l of the report believed, as 
a means of afcertaining to ourfelves eternal life by 
that righteoufnefs revealed, and as an animating 
principle of obedience evidencing our fpecial inte- 
reft therein, is not at all liable to fuch objections. 

<< If faith muft be called an inftrument, and if i^ 
^< Jbe'at the fame. time maintained, that jnftiiication 
*< comes by faith only ; then I am at full liberty to 
" affirm, that he who is poflefTed of the inftrumenti 
M hand, or mouth, is already juftified, without re* 
M gard to his ufing the inftrument,'^ &c. p. zS;. 

Quite a miftaken view ; becaufe faith, or appro* 
priation of Chrift, has no exiftence in itfelf without 
its objefi, as material ii^ruments have. ^ 
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'< We (hall feldom find them fpeaking any thing 
<< like the language of t4ie gofpel, without caution- 
" ing^ minching, or clogging it with fome except- 
" ive, but," &c. Ibid. 

The apoftle fays, To him that workcth not, tut 
believeth, &c. There is a believing that ftands op- 
pofed to working ; and if our but is the but of the 
apoftle, and only refpe£is our receiving the record, 
and appropriating the revealed righteoufnefs accord- 
ingly, it is free from this exception. 

** Though Theron is diverted of all righteoufnefs 
•* of his own, of every qualification and every recom* 
•* mendation, he muft yet be well, provided with rjp* 
^^ quifites, even fuch as may embolden him to make 
•• the appropriation." p. 287. 

A wide miftake ; Afpalio's fcope and defign 
throughout, is to fhow, that nothing emboldens to 
appropriation, .but the divine grant to (inners, as 
fuch. 

<« He (Theron) is very willing to believe that he 
** is a gracious perfon." , p. 288. 

How evident does it appear^ from the paflage 
here quoted, that the faith or truth recommended 
was, ** that all nuas his i*' that is, by way of the 
divine grant of heaven to^the guilty? — Quite dif- 
ferent from believing about himfelf that he is a gra* 
cious perfon. 

** And while Theron cannot be brought to be« 
<* lieve, Afpafio beholds his title perfectly clear." 
p. 289. 

Afpafio beheld his title or warrant to appropriate 
from the divine grant made to finners; not from 
the pre-requifites of Theron. 

<< I muft frankly own, — that. I fee no more dif- 
<*.ference betwixt a carelefs and convided finner, 
*^ than is betwixt a felon ranging his round at large, 
?* and one newly apprehended by the officers of 
" juftice : and for my part, I think it would look 
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*• liker an impertinent farcafm, than any thing elfe, 
«* to tell either of thefe laft, that he was now in a 
•* very hopeful way." p. 293. 

As faith comes by hearing, we hope for another 
irhen we can prevail with him only to hear. This 
does not imply, that there is a foundation of hope 
in them. We hope when we fee people concerned 
about their everlafting ftate, that this concern will 
terminate in liftening to the remedy that is gra- 
cioufly provided. 

** As if one could reap any fpiritual benefit from 
** ftudying the divine law, or know how pure, how 
^< extenfivc, how fublimely-perfeft it is, before he 
** knows Chrift the end thereof for righteoufnefs } 
<' as if fuch a one could judge of his fpiritual date 
^« impartially." p. 295. 

Palaemon feems to forget, that in. page 5 1. he has 
intimated, that " it was for want of comparing 
<* themfelves with the divine law, that the Phari- 
*«* fees made their toiftake." He that naeafures him- 
•ielf by others inftead of thi^ fublimely-pcrfeA ftand- 
ard, muft at laft ftand felf-condemned *. He that 
meafures himfelf hereby, will know his ftate to be 
defpcratc, unlefs relieved by the finiihed work of 
•Ghrift. ^ 

« Afpafio, then, hath found out a path, by walk* 
** ing wherein the guilty may confidently hope to 
«< arrive at righteoufnefs at laft." p. 296. 

Not fo, but Afpafio hath found himfelf guilty 
by-comparing himfelf with the divine lawj-r-he 
hath found the' difference fo great; as to lead him 

* If as the fcriptare aMrms, * the thoughts and imaginationt 
'* of man*s heart are evU, and that continually ;' if this com- 
pound of evils is only in fome meafure reftrained and covered 
in the brighteft characters amongft men ; if thefe refiraints are 
only from the various workings of pridty fiap% and foame^ in all 
>who are not influenced by the faving truth : how wretchedly 
are they miftaken, who found their hope on felf-exceUencies 
arilitig from fo poor and ihameful an original. 
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to^defoair of himfelf ;r— he hath found Chrifl: tha 
end of the law for righteoufae&j and the principle 
of new evangelical obedience. — 'He ceftifies of this 
with confidence, as a fubje£^ wherewith he is real- 
ly acquainted, and teftifies of what he has experi- 
enced to be true. 

« The doubtfome faith h^ (£• £.) complains of, 
^* is that which admits of a doubt concerning , one's 
" own (late. Now, a man may have fome dcMibts 
** about this, who is very firmly perfu^^ded of the 
** truth of the gofpcl." p. 334. 

The doubtfome faith we complaiii of, is the waat 
of that confidence anfwerable to the gracious decla*- 
ratlons^of falvation in Chrift to fhe abfolute^ g^iiU 
ty ; and not a man's dou)>(ing about himfelfp or 
what he at pvefent is. On the contrary, we main*' 
tain, th^t this, p^rfi^aGon of ^ Qcw ^ate in Qhriftf 
implies our natural ftate to be quite had, and p4& 
irecov^ryj and the particular appiipi»tion we plead 
for, is liyipg from a l^ad fta|e in our n^tuiFs^l fit|ia» 
|ipp, to a j[Qod i^dte m H}c perfpn, righ^PHlh^i^ 
^nd Ij^i^fTings of Chrift. 

Asexiftence, and confcioufi^efs ^f &xUkence, be^r 
fuch a relation to e^ch other in the hun^^n n^mdj 
that the former is only enjoyed by the latter j^tb is 
juftification, and the popfcioH&^fs of it. If I per- 
iQeive not my juftification, it \$ to me as if I was 
not juflified. If I apprehend it is fo from .a f^lfc 
foundation, it will prove to me as a dreaqi which 
¥anifhes when wide awake. IT a man, by fome kind 
pf argument, was to perfuade rpe that I exifted a 
thoufand years ago, though I am not now confcious 
l>f it, it would be the fame delJfion, as if he was to 
perfuade me that I am now King Gkorge, or the 
King of Pruflia. For a hundred fucb exiftepces is, 
in fadl, ,a hundred men, every man's own confciouf* 
nefs afcertaining himfelf to himfelf in diftin£^ioa 
from any other. Ip like jmanner, if a W^n was to 
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ufe arguments, to perfuade me that I was juftificd 
long ago, when I was not confcious of it, he could 
propofe no other end, his labour could no otherwife 
terminate, thari in perfuading me that I atn now 
jufttfied. And that which is brought to prove^ that 
I am one of thofc who were juftified long ago, 
when I was not confcipus of it, may as well give 
me^a confcionlnefs of my prefent juftification, with- 
out all that round»about labour. Unlefs it is, that 
while we are confidering thefe pre-exifting juftiii- 
cations, we are apt to flip ourfclves in for a (hare, 
upon a foundation that will not bear a prefent fcru- 
tiny. The fcripture,. therefore, does not thus me- 
t^phyficaliy fubtilize, it does not thus feparate our 
juftincation from the confcioufnefs of it. He that 
is juftified, by the finiflied work of Chrift, without 
any confcioufnefs of a difference between himfelf 
and others, is juftified as ungi?dly ; has peace With 
God by that which juftifies him^ and is juftified 
by his faith, that is, not by what he does, but by 
what he bfelieves : and^the additional confirmation, 
by the fruits of faith, or confcioufnefs of our not 
being deceived in oUr juftification by faith, is call- 
ed by the apoftle James, juftification by works, 
without bearing any contradiftion to the alone 
righteoufnefs by which we are juftified. If my 
juftification arifes to me from the difference there 
is betwixt me and others, I may be faid to be jufti- 
fied, or enjoy juftification by that difference. If 
the fpring of my hope arifes to my view from the 
report making me welcome to the fitiiftied work* of 
Chrift, as the righteoufnefs provided for the guilty 
to live by, then I am juftified, pr enjoy juftifica- 
tion by Chrift's righteoufnefs given to me, in oppo- 
fition to any thing done by me, or performed in 
me. If my perlonal juftification, and the con* 
fcioufnefs of it, ftand fo nearly related, it is not 
at all improper that the ground of our acceptance 
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with God, and the ground of our confcioufnefs o£ 
that acceptance, {hould be of the fame kind. So 
that if I am accepted with God hj the work of 
Chrift alone, given to me, I am to know my ac- 
ceptance with God juft upon the fame, and no o- 
ther foundation. If it were not fo, the favourite 
fomething might be fet up, and the pride of man 
as fully gratified under the name of marks and evi- 
dences,, as it is under the name of entitling condi- 
tions; and we are as efFe£tually taught to draw 
near, with a ** God I thank thee, I am not as o- . 
<< ther men." The fufficient righteoufnefs juftifies 
a man, or.^iyes him a confcioufnefs of his accept- 
ance with God, when he knows it is gracioufly 
given to him, fo that he is made welcome to draw 
near to God on that account. He that believes to 
the peace of his confcience, believes this, and does 
not reft in an uncertain conjectural hope. Says 
Palaemon, a hope grounded on the fovereignty of 
God ; — fay we, not unlefs that fovereignty has de- 
clared a ground of hope for us ; otherwife we reft 
in bare conje£ture. But hearing that Jefus has ful- 
filled all righteoufnefs for the juftification of thofe 
guilty ones who believe in his name, from a con- 
vi.ftion that the do£lriue is true, we aflure our- 
felves, in dependence on the divine veracity and 
faithfulnefs, that the privileges, are our own; or 
that we (hall not be confounded in fo trufting to 
Jefus. 

" Paul calls upon fome whom he himfelf looked 
•* upon as believers, to examine themfelves whe- 
«« ther they were in the faith ; and he exhorts o- 
«< thers, about whom he obferved the fureft tokens 
«< of their being true Chriftians, to give all dili- 
« gcnce to remove every doubt concerning their 
«ftate." p. 334. 

When Paul bid the Corinthians * examine them- 
« felves,' &c. he plainly intimates their being in the 
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faith a felf> evident matter; and that to be in. the 
faith, and to have Chrift in them, as the peace of 
their confciences, iind hope of glory^, Is the fame 
thing ; and this was the fureft evidence that he had 
been a minifter of Chrift unto them. He is not 
here calling them to remove the doubts concerning 
their own ftatc, by a difcovery of their faith, love, 
and felf-denied obedience. It is alfo very improba- 
ble, that the apdftle (hould (as Palaemon fays) have 
the fureft tokens of their being Chriftiansi and yet 
call them to doub^ of it. 

*^ I am forry to fee Afpafio fo much carried away 
<< with their (/• e» the popular preachers) diflimula- 
f< tion." He points out to Theron his danger and 
remedy in the following manner : ** If^ou fail in 
*< one pointy or in any degree^ you are guilty of alL 
** If your conformity he not perfevering as well as per* 
^^feBy you incur the penalty^ and are abandoned to the 
" curfei^ unlefs you find mercy by what Chrift has 
already done. No; but ^< unlefs, renouncing all your 
** perfinal performances, you place all your affi* 
<< ance on a Saviour^s atonement and a Saviour^s 
" righteoufnefs." p. 334. 

They who endeavour to renounce their, peirfonal 
performances, as an entitling performance required 
of them, a£t inconfiftently ; but they who evident* 
ly renounce their own, from a gofpel-difcovery of 
t)ie 'Redeemer's righteoufnefs, and live alone by 
that, in virtue of the divine declarations, are taught 
of God, and find mercy by what Chrift has already 
done. 

** This good conduct: of ours, by which we are 
•* faid to efcape the curfe." Note, page 334. 

So we are, according to Palsemon, t?. take care 
that w£ have no affiance or confidence in Chrift's a-^ 
totiement, or righteoufnefs, becaufe that is efcaping 
the curfe by fome good condu£l of our own ! 

«« TFcre (fays Afpafio) that firm and joyful reliance 
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** on Chrtfi Jtfusy in any degree proportioned io hif^ 
«* infinite merits and inviolable promifes ? And if 
« (fays Palsemon) I cannot find acceptance with 
** God, but in being confcious of perfect coafoiv 
« mity to this new law, then I am in as great dan- 
•« ger as before." P» 335* 

Afpafio mores this very queftion, not to obtain 3 
pre-requifite, but to manifeft the neceffity of a, better 
righteoufnefs than our reliance, confidered as a per- 
foTinance or work of ours, that we may rely upon 
the fufficient work of Chrift, without recurring to 
any other. 

The gofpel-dcclarations arc not' to be feparated 
from our Saviour, his atoncrnent, or righteoufnefs. 
Nor can our affiance, knowledge, or enjojrment 
through that report, be feparated from either. Is 
Chrift's righteoufnefs prefented to me as a fecurity 
from the curfe of the hiw ? My affiance therein, 
or knowledge thereof, is Chrift, my fecnrky, en- 
joyed by me, and manilefted to me. The apoftie 
was not fo curious as to diftinguifh and divide with 
our author, when he faid, Itount all things buthfi^ 
not for the excellency of Chrift, in difttn£Hon from 
the knowledge of him, but for the excellency of the 
iknowledgeof Chrijl Jefus my Lord; and this he ftyles^ 
ftot having on his own righteoitfnefs. 

*♦ My expedations were greatly raifed by the 
«* beautiful and affirding dcfcription of rfie royal 
^^ fag'chace m dial. 9, till I faw the finner's reUcf 
^ defer ibcd as corhrng to him by means of fuch con- 
<< fli<fts and ftruggles," &c. p. 337. 

Afpafio does not mean, ftruggling to believe the 
report, but ftruggling for that rg/?, which con>es at 
Ltft in a \f ay they thought not of ; that is, by the 
report. The reafons of the fotil-ftruggles defcribcd, 
are ignorance and felf-righteoufnefs, fecking other 
methods of relief than by the declaration of eternal 
life given in Chrift j and it frequently proves, that 
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^ller many ufekf« Arnggles in divers 'ways, the foul 
tbus iinds reA. 

" They knew their intereft m CbrHl's death, by 
<< the efft& that his deaeh had upon them/' pag& 

* Chrift's dea^ hadi ifB t&£k upon us, when we 
draw near to <jk)d thtH'dby*; wiiich ie, in fe^j when 
^ii« Bp|i9X)p>tiate it. 

*< They imagifte, that fomethi^g helides the bare 
f ' H'ttfrh may contribwte move " or kfs .toward tteur 
« efcape." fK 339. 

They are dear e^ this<ihar:ge, who ^feape by y^bai 
^kftt ^CHth declared. 

^< The< ^fpel lead$ at man to the greateft rovef 
^wdmx foXi MidTfubmiffioii to tl^ di^ne ^overei^w 
^ ty^.wkhovt havitig ai^ cl^kn upon G<>d whiit«^ 
^ foe^er^ or fiikdidg amy «reafe» why Ged ihouid 
^.reg^cd iiifn more than thofe that ^pseriflt/' p* 

. Ealoatiidm tnatataikis^ ^atiall whoacj^fKiwIedge th« 
tmth of Chrift's fufficiency have the proittife Zi fal- 
i^o«). He does not iiAagint> m dependence/on this 
prooaife oppofes the, tnc^it abfdkkte -fuhmi'^oa to the 
dtrine ifiKvereignty ; hut i^ rather, a :depe!Bdettcex>n 
Ae ipromifes «f foveiriigft grace. An4 i'f we are 
perfuaded ^of a gra^t of this fuAcient righteojurtiif^a 
to tdbe^guiky, why, naiay not. this be admitted as fully 
eonfrftent with thevfann^ fubmiiSiCHi to tihe -divine fo^ 
YBreigtify? ^ . 

<« The divittfe fovereignty ai^pearitig, that- gracfe 

' " might be fliewn to the worthlcfs j and the divine 
•*3.tid9;ice afiipearkig in .}ttft}fying th?e ungodly/' it is 
Tery jreadily acknowli^dgedi leaves a man entirely at 
$he mtercy of God for his falvation* Here i^o man's 

'pride i&flattelsedji "too ma^n cin find ^tiy .ground to 
<'|Mre£itme^ that the /Deity i^egatds him mi&re thati 
<« idthevs* iAnd. tbe ,^lief a man find« by tbijs dif* 
<< Qov?sry sffi^ thAt/God c»n be jufti and juibify hm 
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<* as he at prefent ftands, without more, or while 
- « he finds nothing about himfelf in.the way of wifh^ 
*< defire, or otherwife^ but what renders him ob- 
*< lioxious to the divine difpkafure/' page 346. 
The queftion that remains is, whedier God has not 
intended a farther relief for fuch guilty helplefs 
oneS) even to aflure them of their particnlar falva- 
tion in believing, trufting, and confiding, in this fuf« 
ficient righteoufneis, as given freely to them to be 
thus depended upon ? Whether there is not a word,' 
promife, call, or teftimony, to this purpofe? and 
whether Chriftian obedience is not influenced by an 
afiurance thus obtained ? At the fame time, we can- 
alfo readily agree, that «< no man can waiirantahly 
« be taiTured that he is already a Chriftian, a believer 
^ in Chrift,' or that he is an ohjcGt of the peculiar 
«* favour of God, but by being alfo confciou$, on 
«< good grounds, that his practice, in obedience to 
<< the peculiar precepts of Chriftianity, is influenced 
^< by that fame truth, which influenced the lives of 
« the apoftlcs." 
^ Now, if there is fuch a wordy promifej cM^ cv t^ 
timon^ as .above-mentioned, it is very diftin^ from, 
though not contrary to the declsurattoQS concerning 
the purpBfi and eUEiitm of God ; and afibrds a vifible 
ground for our confident dependence on that right- 
eoufhefs, as finners, without finding any reafon a- 
bout ourfelves, why God ihould regard us more 
than others : whereas the do£lrine t)f eledion, in 
the nature of it, is not of itfelf capable of afl%>rding 
us this relief. " - ' 

It is true, '< this vjord^ promife^ call^ or t^fiiimnji 
<f leaves it as much a fecret what particular perfon 
« fhall be faved, as the do&rine of the divine pur^^ 
** prfe Of eU^iofi does*** p. 348. but does not leave 
the finner fo much without a warrant to a]^ropri« 
ate. Notwithftanding the doctrine of eleAion, Pa«* 
kemon will allow^ that hjbim^ all that hliiveare juj^ 
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tjEtd. So alfo it 18 faid, Ht that cometl/to him 
JbalJ in m wifi be cafi out; Hi that believeth on htm 
Jball timber be carrfsundid. 

In this view of thingSf we are fully warranted 
<' to re{Mrefent the Deity, aslceeping fecrec his gra*- 
<f cious intentions^ to beget this or that particular 
perfon, by the word of truth} and, at the fame 
time, *< revealing his gracious intentions'' to fave 
all thofe» or any, whofoever they be, that, without 
feeing any difference at all between themfelvds and ' 
others, &all, upon the bare invitation and divine 
promife to the guilty, live,^ truft, or depend on his 
Son and his righteoufnefs, gracioufly provided as a 
jtefuge unto fuch. And while we << are bufy in - 
<< prompting our hearers to live thus by Chrift a^* 
'< lone, as given freely and indefinitely to the guii» 
'* ty, we have reafon to (hew no fmall concern, 
<< left Satan tempt them" to think, that becaufe 
God's people are chofen to falyation, they are not 
allowed to feed upon the bread of life, till they 
know themfelves to be dillinguifhed from. other 
finners as God's chofen. Hereby falvation, to the 
abfolutely guilty, is denied; and the people are 
taught to hope for eternal life, only by that which 
diftinguiihes them from the reft of mankind. This 
is building wood, hay, and ftubble, on the precious 
foundation, Chrift the Saviour of the loft. 

*{ They tell us, that God hath made a granty or 
** died of gift of Chrift y and all his benefits^ to ftnners 
«< of mankind. But when we inquire into this again, 
<' we find it turns out .to be> a gift of benefits to 
*« multitudes who are never benefited thereby." 
p. 350. 

And what of all that ? Ck)uld there be no fuch 
thing as* manna given to, or rained, daily around the 
camp of ^rael, becaufe fome defpifed it, and longed 
for the flefli-pots of Egypt? Muft it follow that 
there is no fuch gift,, becauje iipultitudes negk£t and 
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flight it ? or becaufe, like PaltemofH the^ ^91 tiV>t%ft 
perfuaded there is fuch a gift ? Shall otir tinb^i^ 
make the gift, the faith, or faitMaliiefs Of >Olki> ^i 
none effedl ? It rismaineth iievef theleft a tttflh, diat 
whofoever belie^eth on him, Or feoehttth HSb gift; 
fiiall not perirh, but have eternal iiife. Aftd -Whf 
may not they fnife of the benefit Of thid gift ^h» 
thus rejed it, as the i^tfrA pteaehed tity^tr pV6* 
fited, Act being TtiittA 'wiOi hiih in th^ttk thaft 
heard it? 

«' It might, -^pith eqvtTA J?rc?pf ietyi bi ^fiiid, *» 
(< there id a grant dt l}le fna^e ih the lawj ^d Idtfttt 
« the divine wiilihghefa to bk<ft U^h is dl^fti ^ 
« prefied; Keep the comh^hdmentsi ail8'fhoU ibeftt 
««live/' t>. 351^ 

It might fo 5 the diffefeHcfe Yitb Hett. The ff ktrt 
cf life in the la^', ftqmr^s ^Oriditioii* fo bt ptevt- 
feufly performed, before we hiayprfefiime toictoartt 
the blefliflg outia. The gOfpd beftb^s liffe III CteM; 
Witho*it any condition, or lis a fitt ^t io b^ ite» 
fncdiately enjoyed. 

In page 352. ft Vet at inftahc^^ of 'the ftMi bf 
thofe who were healed by GhrJft^ ^rfe addiitcS to 
evidence, that they only belteved ChrffPs ability td 
cure them. To this I aiifwer, tiiitt in fhbfe inftatbi 
ees they waited for a ptopbr ground, or fieelaraticm 
to proceed Upon, in bfelrfeving ^hieit he wotild 5 *w4 
for that purpofe thfey made application to him. 
And where thfey had ground for concluding the t- 
vent, they were as certain of that, ds of his ability. 
And faith in thofe cafes iricltides tiia irfettainty. 
I Cor. xiii. 2. ' If I had ^11 faith, lb that I eouTd 
* remove mountains,* comp. with Matth. xvii. 26. 
« Wheh he faW he hid faith to be 'hfeaiea,V Ads 
iiv. 9. and in Luke v. 1^, ap. they heithcr dotibt^ 
ed his ability, or winirtgnefs. In our cafe, the gra*i"t 
of a SivioUr to the giiilty is declared, as V^ell a^ 
the fufficicneyOf hiij-righteoulheisj k^tfe iv^ mAd 
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<Sdd «i Ikir, Jf ^e d^ndt ;]^€k!eed oti ^e ti^th of 

« The Iqpeip, like the two blind" rtten, ^sis full| 
«< |FeiifudMkd tto(t C^ifift MTtt^ 'ft1»le t^ feKieve him. 
« T^ 36^ He ba(d fio €ldkn 4}pOn him> he refeN 
M VIMl hU ftqfU^ft etititely to his 'fofieteigH ^plea^Uf e. 
«( III 'the tull ttilif^lict Hf fateh hb ^^ «t Chtift*4 
^ ilfetCJf, >H*d W«» rio wife obliged t6 apply 'kit 
•< teatitvi; ^^e¥ t4> him/' jy. 3$ a. 

But this is no argument againft tli^t ftfrpfopthi^ 
tifib ^hidi pf (>deed8 en^h'ely ^pdM tte gi^idili^ de* 
Ma^i^^n^ itii pitifi df tbtil: IbV&teign ^^odptt&fUr^. 

If 4he JTcMF^re^gA g&6d plegftii^ has de^hiitd tilt 
^tiHvy ds ftrth, ib V^lts<^«ne io %hat Is ttln^ad^ lk>nei, 
thit'^oX&tver belie^th dH liim MH htttt: eteVtid 
< lifeV ^^ hath tio dthat a{yf^i6ar}i(»n to mate> <)i- 16 
wait for. We may be without any claim upon ^Sod 
Hd do f <))r fKs tiny thitig ih^ he has Mt klt^f ddne^ 
^>r ^o gJv« us .amy tignt uttto ivhat i6 alteady ddhe$ 
but as far as he is j^ls^d td ^cim^ hihlfi^lf, k i^ 
duir huiine^fs ttflbredly Yd b«Hevie> trtift ih hiln, or 
hope ih his in^r^y. And thftt ^ppt^tiiitikih ^hidk 
proceeds wholly bpbti his gi^ibiu^ detltfrilidn, li 
tonllftefit ^itfa tbe ^ititioft fubhiiffi^ tb fbvbrtigti 
g!^ace. 

" SoVfetfeij^h grACfc fiit'el-J>(&ftd, ^Vbvlditig^ft l^ighU 
«« €6t!ifttefs for the guilty ^bH'd.^' J). ^53. 

Pktehidn fhbuld h^j -id ifdeitdiii his kiiesimft|, 
«»proir?dihg a rightebiifftefs M ifoinfe bf thfe ^«lff 
«' world.*' 

" Wheh dhce the gift df tightcdaftieft h ift^dft 
** -known tro a riian." p. 3^3. 

Cah the gift propter ly be fjttd to ht hiide knoWtk 
to a miin, unlefs he knoMrs to whom it is giVen? A 
gift to nobody, is lio gift. A "gift ^o thfe €\e&, 6i 
* to the qualified. Is tiot a gift to the ^51ty world, 
but to thtem that ^e chtffett otA ttf it', afnd fliftlrti 
guiAedYrow ft.^ 
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<^ He that beliereth on the Son of God, hath the 
«< record in himfelf, — the record that God gave of 
<< his Son. lUd. 

Palaemon flips over the record here treated of, viz. 

< That God hath given to us eternal life, and this 

< life is in his Son/ This the apoiUe points unto, 
as what is to be particularly regarded, < And this is 
* the record,' &c. Nor ihould the teftimony that he 
is well pleafed in him, be underftood in any fenfe 
exclufive of it. 

** In like manner, all his children in the faith be^ 
5* lieve the divine word for righteoufnefs, without 
<< perceiving any (hadow ot fymptom of it about 
<< themfelves, without feeling or being confpious of 
<< any thing about themfelves, to concur with the 
M divine word, to make out their righteoufiiefs.'' 
3id. 

This defcription fuits Afpafip much better than 
Pakemon, who waits for a difcovery of his faith,' 
love, and felf^denied obedience. 

<< If we look into the fcripture, niuft we not fay, 
** that all the good works which fliall be recompen* 
« fed at the refurre&ion of the juft, are produced 
^< by the influence of the divine Spirit dwelling in 
<* the hearts of thofc who believe ? Yet fuch is the 
<<conne£lion betwixt every good work and its re- 
** ward, that according to the fcripture, the juftice 
« of God, not to fay his grace, is concerned to 
<< make it good : Heb. vi. lo. < God is not unright*- 
'^ eous to forget your work and labour of love.— - 
V Whofoever fliall give you a cup of water to drink 
** in my name, — verily I fay unto you, he (hall 
<< not lofe his reward.' Juftice, as well as grace, 
^ will appear in the laft judgement ; then due re- 
^* gsurd will be had to every man's works. But in 
5' the juftification of finuers, God has no rcfpeSt 
** to' any man, as better than another. He cond- 
** ders men, when he commends his love to them. 
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^ as ungodly, and without ftrength, that is, with- 
'f out any will to be better. And all who find mer- 
." cy, are brought to view thcmfelvcs in that fame 
" point of light, therein God beheld men when 
" he gave his Son to die fot them. They do not 
<< find themfelves prepared, or made fitter than o- 
. *• riiers for mercy, by any work of the divine Spi- 
<.< rit upon their minds j but they find their firfl tafte 
«* of comfort by hearing of him, who through the 
« eternal Spirit offered himfelf without Jpot to God.^ 
p. 257. 

Then they figd their firfl tafle of comfort inde- 
pendent of any previous difcovery or difcermnent^ 
of their faith, love, or felf-denied obedience.^ And 
their firfl tafle of comfort is, not that there h a 
fufficient righteoufnefs provided for the e\t{k,^or the 
qualified, but that there is a fufficient righteoufnefs 
provided for the guilty to live by, without wait* 
ing for any farther difcdvery; 

<< The popular do£lrine fuppofes, that unbeliev^ 
** ers may be ferioufly engaged in playing for. the 
<< Holy Spirit to help them to faith, and exhorts 
<< them accordingly ; which is as abfurd as to Aip« 
<< pofe, that a nvtn may be defirous of being influ- 
^ enced by the Spirit, of a truth, which, at prefent, 
^ he neither believes nor loves* For I reckon' it 
f^mufl be granted, that no man loves the gofpel 
" before he believes it." p. 360. 

. If we only underftood by the gofpel that we were 
welcome tb do fomething, or to wait and pray for 
fomething to denominate us Chrifl^s people, theii 
wc might be complaining for want of this power, 
praying for it, and perhaps falfely comforted with 
the fuppofed will for the deed; and all the while 
there is no. willingnefs to live entirely by what 
Chrift has done. But this is not the cafe: when Af« 
pafio confidered appropriation as eflential to faith, 
and prefled it accordingly, he underftood by ap« 
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propriatioR^ a liting entirely by Chrift's righteoaf«- 
nefs ak>ne> wirhout wtiiting for any other. 

'< When our fyftemi defcribe faith to us, ais ft 
^ faying grace beftonred on us, by which we maJce 
^ ufe of Chrifl; for falvHtion \ are we not led t<» 
** tbtnk of feme grace neceflary to oor fahrationy 
*•* befide what appeafed when Chrrft, by the.grace*o( 
^ Ood| tafted death for the fins of men/' p, 361* 

But in as much as Afpafio's whok plea is to IWtf 
immediately by that grace alone, without waitifig 
for any other ; he ftands clear of this miilake. 

^ They fcem to forget, tliat Chrift is tm hexrvfn, 
•* a»d we oil the earth j**-that the only Way 'where« 
^ id we cam receive' benefit from Glirifti is by th? 
^ report concerning him conveyed to o«r ears/' 

If the report, in this particuilar cM*e, iniKtesaird 
aiithori&B:QS'toi<i}ve b)f ium^ and tfaic laghtbohrnds 
which he performed, who/ «s^ gone tolicaareiiv ^9m 
may^ riotwithftaaAini^ he is g6nt >ta heami^ recdve 
^ report for true, and aUb lay 'hold of^ or rli ve^ hf 
the rightbcrafnefs It thus rc^eaia and^ctimvc^ tb us.* ' 
• << Wheti he comes to know thlat he may be jaf« 
<< tified, he finds innheilfatdiy. a coveit> n-om dit 

Bot accolrding to Safatmon, he docis not ikad this* 
to be a tx^vert fkrinm^ till lie adifcoversdJEftin^osfiiM 
ing qualifications; Whereas Afpafio filids a ctn^it 
fiorthe guilty finfier, wntht>ut any fuch diftin&ioii. 

*< If now we underftand by the fist^m^ the wrath 
^ that is to come, th^ believer, lowing that Chiaft 
<< hath done enough tx> deliver from it, Wes hiai, 
^ takes hold of him, or flies to him/' 

How? 

*^ in obeying his con)ifiands, and freqaeoting »• 
^* very mean of correfpondetice with him/' ikid. 

He that kive^ him takes hold of him, or flies to 
him, obeys his ^commiands i and is inclined to &e- 
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qnent everjr means of correfpondence with him; 
but to give us this as the meaning and report of 
thofe fcriptural phrafes and reprefentations, more 
becomes Mr. Locke, or Archbtfhop Tillotfon,-tha» 
the evangelical Palsemon. He may be aflured, if 
he abides by this do^lrine^ the oiFence of the crofff 
will foon ceafe. The primitiye Chriftians werd 
taught to obey, becaufe < Jefus had delivered them 
•from the wrath to come/ i Thcff. i. 10. They 
fled to him as the righteoufnefs provided for the 
guilty and deftitute; and by the enjoyment of him, 
under this chars^£ber, they were difpofed to all other 
obedience. 

** Accordingly we find Barnabas exhorted thofe 
«<^at Antioch, in whom he faw the grace of God, 
« that with purpofe of heart they would * cleave 
•* unto the Lord.' The confequence of which was, 
** they ailembled together in the appointed church- 
•* order, . and denied thcmfelves in fending relief to 
•• their brethren in Judea." p. 365. 

Did they not aflemble as mrembcra of Chrift, and 
partakers of his^ righteoufnefs? Did they not cleave 
to him as the Lord their righteoufnefs? Or did rfiey 
imly fall into the appointed church-order, in order 
to efcape the wrath to come ? If fo, what is now 
become of the fuffiqient righteoufnefs 2 or, in ihort, 
of all the apoftolic exhortations, which conftantly 
proceed upon the certainty of falvation by Chrift, as 
the principle of all the obedience tfacy call for. 

*< See what efFca the knowledge of Chrift had 
^ on Paul, aad what was his fteady purpofe : T*ea 
" doubtUfsy and I count all things but lofs^ for the ex* 
^ cellency of the knowledge of Chfift Jefus my Lord J* 
Ibid. 

Paul faysy * My Lord,' the thing we pjead for, 
and counts himfelf < apprehended of Chrift Jefus.' 
So thiit4t is plain, he * ran not as uncertainly, he 
< fought not as one that beateth the air.' And' as 
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his aflurancc did not allow hiiUj of lead him to 
trifle, or flacken his diligence in prei&ng forward 
to the defired end; fo, on the other hand, his prefs* 
ing forward was far from being the refult of his un* 
certainty ; far from being animated with a view to 
know by his performances, whether the divine fo- 
vereignty had interpofed in his behalf. 

PaT«mon docs not approve of Afpafio faying, 
« You muft endeavour, diligently endeavour to be* 
** lieve.'' IhiJ. But we may plead, in his excufe, that 
Afpafio is not here prefiing to receive a report as 
true without evidence, but to appropriate and live 
by the revealed righteoufnefs ; to obtain and main- 
tain thereby that certainty of acceptance with God^ 
which was neceflTary to animate and incline to all e- 
vangelical obedience, and is included in every apo* 
ftolic exhortation. * Wherefore as ye havr always 
* obeyed — As ye have received Chrift Jefus the 

< Lord, fo walk in him. — ^Work out your own fal- 
« va'tion — Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on 

< eternal life/ &c. And thus underftood, we may 
allow, with Palxmon, that << by fuch arguments 
<< God wotketh in them that believe, both to will 
<< and to do, not any thing in order to jufl:ification, 
<< but all thofe things wherein their falvation is evi- 
^ denced." p. 367. 

^< If a friend of mine (hould fee me chearful, on 
«« hearing fomething new, and I fhould tell him, I 
** was comforted by an aft of faith ; would he not 
<< fay I trifled with him, and readily afk what good 
^< news I had heard, that he might partake in my 
<* fatisfaftion ?*' p. 369. 

But this reprefentation does not reach thofe who 
plead for an immediate and conftant living upon the' 
complete and perfeft righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift. 
They arc comforted by his aft's, and their own has 
no other concern in it. 
, " Faith, with its effefts, is in fcripture often fig- 
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<<'ntfied by one expreflion, and accordingly con- 
«< ne£led with falvation, as when it is faid, * Who- 
<« focvcr fliall call on the name of the Lord (hall be 
« faved.* Now, though we cannot fay that a be- 

. « liever is faved on account of his prayers 5 yet we 
« may fay, that he is faved on account of what he 
<« believes, and by which he is encouraged to pray. 
« It is eafy to fee love and hope expreifed in all the 
« prayers of faith recorded in the fcripture ; yet it 
«< would be abfurd to infer from thence, that pray- 
« er, love, and faith, are requifites in order to juf- 
«< tification: for, if we agree with the apoftlcs,. we 
<< muft ftill maintain, that juilification comes by 

- « faith, and not by works, not by any thing we do 
" in obedience to any law whatfoevcr." p. 370. 

And at the fame time it muft be acknowledged, 
tbat faith is duty and obedience to the divine law, 
and in this fenfe a work : for, as our s^uthor has ob- 
ferved, p. 3 54. " Will not that law which Chrift 
« came to fulfil, the law which requires love to God 
« with all the heart, -condemn all who by their un* 
<< belief make God a liar ? Does not the Spirit of 
« God convince all whom he bringft to, the know- 
<< ledge of the truth, of fin, becaufe they believe not 
<« on Chrift ? In fine, is there any thing contrary 
-« to the gofpel of the glory of the bleflcd God^ not 
«< condemned by the divine Jaw ?" How can thcfe 
be reconciled, unlefs we admit that faith is fo far a 
work, duty, or obedience, as has been above, men- 
tioned* Tet, as Palaemon maintains, we are jufti- 

. fied only by what we believe. We are juftified by 
faith, as we are pleafed with a fight, that is, with 
what we fee. And God juftifies us by faith when 
he gives us this fight of faith, whereby we are thus 
juftified. And thus to be juftified by thrift's bloody 
and to be juftified by faith, is the fame thing. 

If Palsemon will abide by what he fays, page 37 1. 
tiat « the fcriptures point forth the freedom of di- 

' L I 
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•< yinc grace to the fetting afide all human diftinc- 
•• tions, in fuch language as this. If arty man tvitl 
*< come after me :'—Let him that hear eth fay come ; and 
«« nohofoever nvilly let him take of the water of life 
*^ freely^ p. 371. we are then agreed r this is the 
foundation of all we plead for, that finnets, as 
fuch, are made welcome to take of the water of 
life freely. 

«^If the fcripturcs defcribe believers as pilgrims, 
<« and ftrangers on earth, as running the Chriftian 
<* race, denying themfelvcs for the fake of the hea- 
«* vcnly inheritance, and accordingly flying for re* 
^^fugCj to lay hold upon the hope fet before them ; our 
** preachers, ever mindful of their aSs of faith, are 
•' ready to exhort us to put forth the afts of Jtying 
if to Chrifli and laynng hold on him.** p. 372. 

The paffage alhided to, is Heb. vi. 18, 19. *That 
^ by two immutable things, in which it was impof*- 
« fiblc for God to lie, we might have a ftrong con- 

* folation, who* have fled * for refuge, to lay hold 
« upon the hope fet before us.' * Which* hope « we 

* have as an anchor of the foul, both fnre and fted- 
« fail,* d:c. Who HAvfe fled is an aft paffed, 
and bears a manifeft reference to flying from tfxc re- 
venger of blood to the cities of refuge, Numbers 
XXXV. 27. to which city the man-flayer being fled, 
was, while there, fecure ; not in his a£l, but in the 
privilege of the city wherein he now dwelt 5 and 
waited unto the death of the high-prieft, as the hope 
fet before him. The hope fet before us, the apoftlc 
tells us, we yet fee not, but ^anth patience nvait for 
ity Rom. viii. 25. But how can we with patience 
wait for it, if it is not at prefent the anchor (f the 
foul J both fure and fledfqfi ? Or, as the apoftle fays 
in another place, I fo run, not as uncertainly. Yet 
as his feeurity lay in that righteoufnefs of Chrift a- 
lone, he kept his body (all his temporal concerns) 
MHder fubjeSHon thereto, even as the man*flayer a- 
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bode in the city of refuge, knowing there was no. 
fafety for him, elfewhere. When a man performs 
his a£ls of obedience, that he may thereby gain 
himfelf a confcious title, pofieffion, or enjoyment,, 
of the favour of God, it is but of little moment 
whether he ftyles it the favour of God by Chrift, 
or by any. other name. His way to come at it is 
ftill the fame, by his own obedience. Nor can this 
be flying for refuge to Chrift, but rather chufing . 
my own perfqrmances as my fecurity, and betakgig^ 
myfelf to them. 
' « If Barnabas exhorts thofe in wliom he faw the 
<< grace of God Vith pi^rpofe of heart to cleave un-^ 
*^ to the Lordf after the. example of the believers 
^ who were faid to be added unto the Lord, when 
<* tbey were added to the fociety of the difciples^ 
^ keeping his^ commands, then we are told that juf« 
<< tifying faith is a cleofumg U Chrifi,^ Ihid. 
: It will anfwer.our purpofe, and convey our whole 
meanings to fay. The faith which j^ifies cleaves to 
Chrift ; and inexhorting tocl^ve to Chrift-, we exi* 
hort to contiaue in the faith. The phrafe. Believers 
tuere tie tnare added, tothe Lordy is^. very evidently, 
neittaK nu)re nor lefs, than that many more were 
begolten to the faith. As to what relation thefe 
phrafes may alfo bear to fellowlhip in the gofpel, fee 
the anfwer to p. 367«. in p. 401. 

<< But Afpaflo tells us^ in this page, that it is the 
<< office of faith, to take and ufe the inefiimable gift, 
** If in this,,'Or any other part of the New Tejlament^ 
" more be meant by receiving Chrift ^ than knowing 
^^ him, or believing ^n himi, theti I am ready to 
^ (hew, that more than fakh is. meant, namely^ 
" fakh with its fruits and e&£ts." p. 373. 

By reciiviftg C£r^ more may be meant thznkn^wm 
ing Mm^ but not inore. than believing on him. We 
may be faid to iyiooua things when its evidence for* 
cc# itfelf upon the mind; but to believe on Ciri/l, is» 
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in the fcripture-fcnfe, the fubjed of exhortation. If 
Falaemon will confine himfelf to mean by faith, no 
more than a paffive conyi£lion of truth, it (hall be 
allowed him, -that by believing on Chrijly more than 
he means by faith is intended. The fame may be 
faid of the phrafes laying hold^ leaningy &c. more is 
allowed to be meant by thefe expreflions than Palae- 
mon means by faith. At the fame time it may be 
affirmed, that thefe expreffions of aflivity << do not 
«< contribute their quota** to our juftification, fince 
we are juftified by the righteoufnefs received, truft- 
ed, or leaned upon, and not by our a£l. We are 
juftified by what nve receive ^ even as Palsemon wiB 
allow we are juftified by what we believe. 

** The faith of the gofpel is indeed the bafis of 
« truft." p, 374. 

If fo, we are agreed again ; for this tru/t we call- 
believing on Chrijl, If the faith of the gofpel is the 
bafts of truft, it is of appropriation ; for how can I 
truft in that wherein I am not ailowed to take any 
ftiarc ? If we are not allowed to truft in the Re- 
deemer's righteoufnefs When abfolutely guilty, the 
faith of the gofpel is not the bafis of truft. In Pa- 
lamon's view, the gofpel only Chews us the f4plbi- 
lity of the falvation or the elefit, and cannot tnere- 
fore be the bafis of truft to a (inner ; but the dif- , 
covery of his obedience, as giving him hopes that j 
he is one of the eleft, is, in faft, the matter where^ 
in his trtift is founded. 

" If one approaching to a frozen lake or river, 
<* over which he has occafion to pafs, tells me, that 
^< he has been afiured, by good information, that the 
** ice was fufficiently ftrong to fupport him ; and 
** yet, after all, proves timorous, and jiverfe to^make 
•» the trial, by venturing his per/on freely upon it ; . I 
'* plainly perceive he has no faith in the report he 
*' heard, becaufe he docs not truftin it; or, which 
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'« 19 the fame thing, he cannot truft, rely, confide 
« in, or venture himfelf upon the ice." Ibid. 

There cannot be a more apt illi^ftration of what 
we plead for. And he that ventures his eternal 
concerns on the all-fufficient righteoufnefs of Chrift, 
with the fame confidence that he that believes the 
ice will bear him, ventures his body upon that, will 
iiot be averfe to run the rifle of his intereft and re- 
putation alfo for the fake of it. We can thjereforc 
have no objection to Patemon, when he fays, . 

" If one tells me, that he believes the gofpel, and 
** yet proves averfe to rifk his intereft or reputa- 
" tion in the world for the fake of it ; I immedi- 
« ately perceive, that whatever he fpeaks with his 
<^ mouth, he does not in his heart believe the gof- 
** pel, becaufe he puts no truft in it.'* p. 375. 

^* Perhaps it will now be inquired, are no rules 
«* to be obferved, no means to be ufed, no works 
«< to be exerted by the human mind or body, in 
"order to juftification ? The anfwer i§ ready: 
" Yes, very many. And they may be thus fhortly 
<< fummed up: Be perfcd, keep the command- 
« ments, and thou (halt live. The obligation of 
<« the law is eternal, and cannot be loofed. — But, * 
*« perhaps, another ftate of the queftion will be de- 
*« manded^ and that faith fliould be more dire£Hy 
" refpefted therein. Well then, let it ftand thus : 
<* Ought not a man to be at pains to attain the per- 
•« fuafion, that all the pains he takes are good for 
« nothing, except to enhance his guilt? Here, 
^ methittks, we are hnded at downri^t abfurdity. 
" For who will labour in hopes of being convinced, 
" that all his labour is to no purpofe, unlefs to his 
"hurt?" p. 387, 388. 

This we may allow to be very well ftated, with 
refpcft to the perfons whom it concerns. But the 
queftion between our author and Afpafio, really 
iB^nds thus : Are no rules to be obferved, no means 
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to be u&d, no ads to. be exerted bjr the human mind> 
or body, to arrive at the certainty of our owa par« 
ticular juftification ? Psilaemon fays. Yes, a ffczt 
many, as many as will.ferve to demonftrate that we/ 
are elected. Afpafio fays, 'Only thankfully- ta re*- 
ceive or accept the bleffings as freely given : and alL 
the dire£kion given by Afpafio, refpe£):s. this quof- 
tion, and not the fufficiency of the fini&ed wofk: 
of Chrift to juftify the mod guilty. 

<^ The defign of the paflage (Rom. x. i^>20} 21.) 
<< is plainly to fhew, that faith comes not by any 
*< human endeavours, or the ufe of any jneans^ e* 
<< ven under the greateft advantages that men ean> 
" enjoy, but of the fame fovereign gppd pleafure^ 
« which provided thes graiid thipg believed,''* p^g^ 

390. . , . 

Here is then, notwithftandingjall PdseixKHi's «x« 
a£lncfs, z fimething tnore- xhAVi the, fi|liihed}^¥ea^Ir.of* 
Chrift, a fomething. called faith, w^ich he teila us* 
comes << of that fame fovereigfi good pleafnre which 
<^ provided the grand thing, beliey^.'' Bal^Vfnon* 
will reply, he means no nn^re than* b^iqving thaf 
which is provided is fufficient \ nor do we meaa a* 
*ny tnore by appropriation, than t^^vm;^ that ^ich' 
is fufficient, as believing it to be freely .gin^ea to.u9 
for that purpofe* 

" I would here fubjoin, hy way of poftfcript to 
«< this, fome reflexions on- the agurance or apfropri^ 
<< atton faid to be efTential to faving faitbi 

<< While various terms and diliip^Hona ate coto^ 
" ed by popular preachers^ on thist fuhjoft>- great* 
<< negle£i: is fhewn to a- very- pktki.atid.obviaus. di^ 
<< ftindtion, which Paul makejs betwixt the affiir^ 
" ance of faith, and the afTuranccofihope.'* p..35^3.• 
Upon a review of the fcriptures to fq? what foun- ' 
datlon there was for thift remaik^ I gatheced:thfi^ fokj 
lowing : " , 

I . In reg^i^d. to faiths < Besng. juftified; fay &ith^ 
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' we h^Vf{>ei€e with God, throujgh oijr Lord Jefus ^ 
« Chriftf' Rom..v* 1* * All joy and peace in bcHev*. 
« iflg, Rom. xy. 13. znd not by what Palasiinon ftylee : 
aflurance of hope ^?ithered from a difcovery of our' 
faitby love/ and ielf-denied obedienoe. 

The. language of faith is not bavely concerning ' 
ot)^er», the eled, &€• < But w e believe, that, thto* 

< the grace of our Lord. Jkfus Ghrtft, we ihall be: 
« faived^ Adt« 3BV, 1 1. 

:Bdij^>i9.defcribed,. Heb, xii 25, 2l$» to be fo.far- 
the affurajice of eternal life by- Chriftj as to be on * 
that very aecounti • th^ viflbory tbatt overoomcs 

* the world*' 

They that' died in, faith,;* not having received the- 

< pmmifes^ but having, feen) them afar off,; and were* 

* pexfuaded of and embraced them, and (tinf^preji 

< oonfeffed tbey. w<!re ftrangax^ and^ pijgrims on r the 

< eavth,' Hebi %u 2^^ did they not appropriate, thefe* 
promifes ? or, did: they only oonfider them as; berj 
lopging to the eled, and tbemiblves uncertain whe- 
ther they, were of the number, tUl they could dif- 
coter it. by the difcovery of theiri faith, love, andi 
felf*denied obedience ?: 

The affurance of^ failh proceeds upon; * havilig 

< boldneis tq enter into the hoJieft by the blood ofi 

* Jefus, — by a way confccrated for us, — and hftYingi 
<*a high pried over the houfe of God,' Heb^ x. 19, 
22.. And can^all thia; be in a-fixcd* uncertainLty^ or 
without appropriation? Can Idrawrneai^ as hmtug* 
a way confecrated, or aa hawing a>high prieft ov<^r 
the houfe of God; aAd,( at the £»ine time^.. don't? 
Iinow. whether I have or no f 

If we are condemned for afting doubtingly,' 
Jumes i* 6y 7. aaid> for little fa^th in providence, 
Idktthi vi^ 3o< does not the oppofite chara^F im-- 
ply a certainly of divine favour and regard .b]^ fo^ 
vereign graces independent} of a* difeoverp ofr aur 
pr^viow ^hedience ^ 
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Rem. xitr. 23. « Whatfocvcr is not of faith/ (1. f, 
whatfoever a£lion is not of confidence of accept* 
ance with God,) * is fin.' Does not this fcripture 
make confidence eflential to faith ? 

Rom. iv. 5. < To him that worketh not) but be- 
( ]ie?eth on him that juilifieth the ungodly/ &c. Is 
not this inconfiflent with waiting to be godly, be- 
fore I dare put my trufl in him ? 

We cannot ' call on him in whom we have not 
' believed/ Rom. x. 14. that is, we cannot ' call in 

< faith, nothing doubting/ as above. Jam. i. 6. 

>^ -It is the divine commandment to ^ believe in his 
« name/ i John iii. 23. and it is the ftrcngth of 
•faith againfl hope/ of what we fee or- feel^ • to 

* believe in hope' of what God has freely given and 
promifed. 

Eph. iii. 12. 'In whom we have boldnefs and 

* accefs with confidence by the faith of him.' Can 
this be where there is no appropriation ? 

Gal. V. 5. « We, through the Spirit, wait for the 

* hope of rightcoufnefs by faith.' Can this be faid 
in uncertainty ? or in a conditional certaihty de- 
pending on our performance ? 

Can the dead live by.< beHeving on hims,'. accord- 
ing to John xi. 25. if they are to wait till they feel 
life firft f 

2. In regard to hope, we are told, that' not our 
performances, but God's promife and oath are the 

* ftrong confolation of them who have fled for re* 

* fuge to lay hold of the hope fet befdre them ; 
^. which hope we have as an anchor of the foul, 

< both SURE and stedfast, and which entereth 
f into Hiat within the vail.' Heb. vi. 18, 19. 

We are told to • hold fail the beginning of our 

* confidence — the confidence and rejoicing of the 
•hope, firm unto the end.' Heb. iii. 6» 

As. we • have not feen and yet have believed,', fo 
we are faid to • hope for what we feci not, imd^ pa* 
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« tiently wait for it/ Kami viii. 25. « We arc fared 
« through faith/ Eph. ii. 8. We are faveid by hope/ 
Rom. viii. 23. * We are faid to purify ourfelvcs by 

* this hope/ i John iii. j. * To have our hearts pu« 
« rified by faith/ A£ts xv. 9 * To purify our fouU 
« in obeying the truth through the Spirit, unto the 

* unfeigned love of the brethren/ i Pet. i. 22. * We 
^ are faid to be ail the children of God by faith in 

* Jefus Chrift/ Gal. iii. 29. to be * begotten again 

* to a lively hope,' not through a difcovery of our 
obedience, * but by the refurreftion of Chrift from 

< the dead/ i Pet. i. 3. And < the God of hope jW/x 
« us with all joy and peace in believing/ Rom. xv. 
J 3. « And being juftified by faith, we rejoice in the 
•hope of the glory of God/ Rom. v. 2. 

When we are exhorted, i Pet. iii. 15. to * be 
« ready always to givt an anfwer to every man that 

< aiketh us a reafon of the hope that is in us/ I ap- 
prehend our faith, or that truth we believe, is that 
reafon^ and not our own righteoufnefs or qualifica- 
tionsk Upon this review of thefe fcripturcs, it Ap- 
pears to me,* that: 'Palimon*s refinement upon thfe* 
fcripture-phrafes, to the excluding appropriation or 
certainty of falvation from faith, and. afcribing it 
wholly to a difcovery of our inherent -qualificatidhs^ 
under tfie name of aflurance of hope, is not fo fcrip- 
turally founded as ht has imagined. 

** The aflurance of hope, is enjoyed only by thofc' 
<^ who give all diligence to obtain it." p. 393. 

That they are exhorted to fHew * the fame dili- 
« gence to the full aflurance of hope unto the end/ 
is true.* We arc alfo'to^ bo)d faft the beginning of 

* our confidence ftedfaft unto the end.' 

" The firft of thefe (the aflurance of faith) was 
«< called for in a man's firft profeflion of the faith', 
"upon his firft hearirig the gofpel, in order to his 
«* being acknowledged for a Chriftian." Ibid, 

Hope is alfo called the < hope of our calling by 
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< the gofpel/ Eph. i. i8. not the hope of our obe« 
dience, or hope arifing from our qoalifications. 
And upon a man's firft hearing the gofpel, when 
•he was firfl begotten again by the word of truth, 
he is faid to be ' begotten s^gain unto a lively hope, 
^ by the refurreftion of Chrift from the dead/ i 
Pet. t. 3^ Chrift is faid. to < dwell in our hearts by 

* FAITH,* Eph. iii. 17. and Col. i. Z7. as our. 

* HOPE of glory.' And if he is not thus in us, we 
are faid to be not young pxofefibrs, or young Chri- 
ftians, but reprobates. 

" The aflurance of faith is likewife neceSaxy to 
<< the drawing near to God in his worlhip." page^. 

We are likewife faid to ^draw near to God by 

* the better hope,' I^eb. vU. 19. * which hope we 

< have as an .anchor of the foul both s^re sokL 

« STEBFAST.' 

** The afTurance of hope again, is an enjoj^ment 

** B^PP^^ ^° ^^^^ '^ho believed*" lUd* 

A4 iiedf^ft Qo^tinuance, f uU , ?i0uraBce, and. in-^ 
ar^^ff in th^ fai^th .i&/pi^po&d;to thf ip al(b» . 
- " The affarance of hope, .^hen, boldi^ pace, fitft* 
<^ and; laft> with the work aiiid labour of love." 
Ibid* ■■' • 

The apoilolic iap^ held pace^ firft and laft, withr 
the apoftoiic faith;, and lov^ or charity; followed) 
botU. The apoftles do not teach the order to be 
faithy lave^ and bppCy becaufe I love % but faUby im 
the revealed rtghteoufnefs, is the fpring oi hope s 
and love flowing from both. * Now abideth faith,' 
^hope, and charity; thefe three' as. the roo^, and 
not the fruit of our obedience. 

*« There was no Chriftian, however eminent, in 
<< the days of the apoftles,. but needed the exhorta>« 
<< tion, to give all diligence for maintaining and 
'* confirming the aflurance of hope." Hid. 

Nor was any Chriftian fo far advanced, but he 
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might bfe exhorted to be < ftrotig in the grace which 
« is in Chrift Jefus, and continue in the faith ground- 
« ed and fettled/ 

•« They dften called on men to examine them* 
«felves." Ibid. 

They declared Femii&on of fin immediately in 
Chrift's name, as the truth whereby we paf$ < from 
< death to life/ They did not teach people to find 
remiffion of fip by the way of their inherent difpo^- 
fitions, or worke ^ but when the apoftle Paul was 
called upon for a prdof of Chrifl fpeaking in him, 
he bid the Corinthians examine them/elves for that 
proof; for if they had not received Chrift, ^ey 
were reprolndes s and if they had, they were his 
epijtle of commendatioriy agreeable to what he had faid, 
chap, iii.— xiii. 5. 

« No man, then, can be charged with the, fin of 
« difbelieving the gofpel, for doubting, if he be a 
w good Chrift ian." Ibid. 

But he may, for doubting whether Chrift is given 
to him in the divine declarations to finners ; or, 
-whether be may truft to thefe declarations 5 or, for 
doubting whether he may venture his eternal con- 
cerns upon Jefus Chrift alone, without, and before 
any difcovery of his excellency above other men. 

«« Yea, we find the apoftles^ready to quaih the 
•« confidence of thofe who were ready to conclude 
« their ftate was changed, by fuch awful fentences*^ 
" as this X'^He that faith I ittow him, and keepeth not 
*«' hip commandments y is « liar^ and the truth is n^ 
}* in him.^* P* 395- 

They who profeffcd the faith and hope of Chri* 
ftians, and were evidently not influenced by the 
Chriftian love, to obferve the commandments 6i 
him in whom they piiofeflfed tp beReve, were uii- ' 
doubfedly the fubje^s of this cenfure; which may 
well be admitted without any contradiftion to tht 
hopeoi a guilty (inner by Chrijt ahnem 
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<* The apoftles frequently declare their affurance 

« of faith and of hope in the fame paflage. While 

<< they exprefs their faith in Chrift, they are at the 

- *« fame time confident of their intereft in him." 

Ibid. 

This provea» that either the apoftles Chriftlah 
hope^ ftood in a nearer connedllon with their faitbf 
and fprung more immediately from their dofirine, 
than Palsemon will admit of; or elfe that he istnore 
accurate than they in defcribing it. 

** This joint affurance they fometimes exprefs in 
<< fellowfhip with all that follow their footfteps^ and 
<< often in language plainly, diftinguiiliing the apo- 
<< (lies themfelves from other profeflbrs of the faith.^' 
Ibid. 

The I John v. 1 1. is not of this fort: * This is 

< the record, nvbich he that believeth, hath in him- 

< felf ; he that believeth it not, maketh God a liar, 

< becaufe he believeth not the record which he gave 

< of his Son/ And this is the record that 
God hath given, not to us apoftles, exclufive of o^ 
thers \ not to us who can fay, God, I thank thee, I 
am not as other men ; but to us, guilty, finners, 
loft, &c. \ to us, as numbered with them, who in 
not believing it, niake God a liar. < God hath given 

< to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.' So 
given him, that < he that hath the Son bath life, 

* and he that hath not the Son of God, hath not 

• life •,' it being only to be received, p^fTefled, or 
enjoyed in receiving, pofleffing, and enjoying of 
him. 

^ "The fame Spirit afting as the Comforter, is 
•« given only to thofe who are already the friends of 
" Chrift. — To this purpofe, Paul fays. Gal. iv. 6. 
«f And becaufe ye are Tons, God hath fent forth the 
•« Spirit of hl^ Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, 
" Father.*' p. 397. 

That is, and becaufe ye, while enemies, have re- 
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cm%^, tbrowgb the gofp^l, ^ ifee ^doptioiv pf qJiiL- 
« cten by Jefix^ Chrift/ Kph. i. j. ^iccaufe, >lfo, 3C^ 
cording to the fulnefs of time, ye are fens; ^he 
ij(mr€}it)^}0g ^Qpi^ out ojF h^er nppag^. As 9 proof 
4^ tbi9f it is evidenti God hath not given you < thp 
< fpirit pf bondage ^gaio to fe^Xi tut he k9;th £ent 
* fpith tli^ Spirit of bi$ Spn into your hearts/ 
ygh^r^hy ye obtain .fuch a difcpvery of faivaMon to 
the guUty, as ens^bleis you to cry, * Abba, Fjither/ 

*' The Hply Spirijt then^fts a ^twofold part, as 
f^ h^ breathes in the gofpel. He reconciles euemicfi, 
f< gad he cpmforts friejidjs. Ji>id. 

Us reconciles and comforts enemies in the fame 
inftant, and by the fame truth; fo tl^ diAindlion i$ 
pot properly founded- 6eCde$, the confoUtion we 
bftve by Chrift to the end, is of the fame nature 
mth %b^ b^inning s the grji<;e that is bianifeil 
in Chri^ Jefup to the guilty. Not but that we 
h^of^ alio thf 9d4itionjal confolation of thofe fay- 
H\gs w]iicb ijslate to our witi^eifing and fufferii>g for 

<< What then (hall we fay of thofe pretenders to 
*f the ^poftolic confolation, whofe very profeflion of 
" Chrift ianity, inftcad of being any lofs to them, 
« Spreads their reputation fpr piety, and procures 
^< them efteem and reverence from the world." 

We wjU f*y, their confojation is not ^ipoftoHc, 
that the offence of the crofs has ceafed with them^ 
or th^t they sure of the world. But it is very plain, 
Afp^fio's appropriation, or that truft wherein he is 
iromforted, ha^s not had this eiFeft ; however lie 
may have been honoured on other accounts. 

«« In latter times,, not a few have, from the hand 
w of <:hurcb*authority, fupported by fecular power, 
w endured the f^me fufferings which the apoftles 
** met with from the Jews and Romans, and accor- 
<« di^gly enjoyed the fame confolation. It was very 

Mm 
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•< natural for fuch of them as were writcrSf to com- 

•* mend the faith which thus* wrought by love.** 

Ihtd. 

They fuflPered as maintaining, the certainty of fal- 
vation by Chrift alone ; and did not ground their 
certainty upon their fufferings ; although they were 
far from being difcouraged thereby, but endured 
them with additional confolation. Their afHirance 
gave the offence, and caufed their fufferings* 

« Shall we fay that thefe friends of Chrift would 
" have approved of that <afrurance of an intereft in 
** him, which men now pretend to acquire by fome 
«< heart-work^ in a full confiftcncy with their world- 
" ly eafe and reputation?" p. 39^. 

Nor does Afpafio plead for fuch an afluratice ; 
what he pleads for, is founded only upon the divine 
declarations to guilty finners ; and is far from hav- 
ing the approbation of the devout and honourable 
of t*fie world, however they may prqfefs to efteem 
h\s writings on account of the elegancy of the ftyle, 
of fome particulars foreign to his main intention 
in them. 

" The modern affurance — proceeds on the prjn- 
** ciple, that the fimple truth believed affords no 
" joy nor comfort." p. 402. 

This cannot be our cafe, who plead for the joy 
and comfort of the fufHcient righteoufnefs, as given 
freely to the guilty in thofe evangelical declarations. 
Sec remark on p. 85. in p. 354. 

"Will the news. of a plentiful importation of 
'^-corn, in the time of fanline, give 'joy to many 
** ready to perifh, and revive even the pooreft with 
" the hope that they may be fed ?" Ihid. 

Will the joy and comfort of this news be fet afide, 
by underftanding that the corn is freely given for 
us to live upon without money or price ? Will not 
this rather enhance the Joy ? Does not the pooreft 
receive comfort from fuch tidings, becaufe they ex- 
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pe£l: either to be able to buy fome, or to have, foine 
given them ? See remark on p. 429. 

** Yet no « man knows certainly but his prefent 
" day may be his laft." 

But the joy created by. the news above mentioned,. 
proceeds on a contrary fuppofition, viz, ' That he 
{hall live, and j)e fuftained by it. Befides, the 
bread of life concerns a day that will never have 
an end, therefore this uncertainty is foreign to xhe 
purgofe. * 

" And however diffident the convert" (that is, 
the convert of Afpafio's (lamp) " be, he is ftill fup- 
** pofed to be pofTcflcd of fome degree of afTurance, 
<* provided he blame himfelf for the w;ant of it.". 
p. 403, 

He is fuppofed to live by Chrift alone, as his fuf- 
l&cient righteoufnefs, who condemns every word, 
work, or thought to the contrary, or who fights 
this fight, of faith againfl all oppofitions and t^ials*^ 
inward or outward* But though we may make fuch 
an allowance, this is not our point. The queftion is 
not fo much about, whether 1 believe ; let that make 
itfelf evident. The proper queftion to be always 
confidered and refted in, is this : Does God give to 
guilty me eternal life in his Son ? Is this the fpring 
of my hope, and the fource of my love and obedi- 
ence ? Do I live, not by my notion that I am a be- 
liever, but do I live by this ? 

*< They (the devils) believe, they hate, and yet 
«* they tremble at that truth which Chrift's people 
«* believe, love, and find falvation in. With them 
** are ranked all thofe of mankind, who know as 
** much of the truth as inclines them to hate and 
*f pervert it." p. 405. 

Yet it cannot be faid of the devils, they have the 
fame confidence.. It cannot be faid of the devils, 
that they receive or appropriate the divine righte- 

Mm a 
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oufnefs as freely given t6 thetii, or thsK tkejr fee d« 
ny foundation for it. 

" In this vicw^ the fame ttMh i« the favour of 
'f life unto life unto fome, and of death untd death 
<• unto others. In this view, the fame truth is the 
** objcft of contempt and chagrin to fome, -znd of 
^* love and joy to others.*' JHd. 

True it is fo, but not by both believing it sffike 
fbr thcmfelvcs. 

L E t T E R VI. 

« We are now then to confidcr faith a^ a princi- 
** pie of life and aftion." p. 406. 

Paixnion is here obliged to admit of a difiereift 
eonfideration of faith. If he confidered* it in jufti- 
fication as a principle of life and action, he would 
have been involved in the miftakes he has been op* 
pofing. If| on the other hand, he dented faith t6 
be a principle of life and adion^ he would over* 
throvtr the principle of the Chriftian obedience he 
pleads for. Now, fince he is thus obliged to take 
up this diftindHon for hitnfelf, why (houM he not 
allow it to Afpafio ? Why fhould he 4iot allow th«t 
appropriation, although it is an a£t, or work exert^a 
€d by this human mind, in cdnfe^uence of 4be be- 
lief of the gofpel, and as a principle <^f all orhef 
Chriftian obedience ; yet we are not juftified by our 
appropriating perfuafion, but by the righteoufnefs 
we appropriate, even as f alsfemon fayS, we ate jufti- 
fied by what we 'believe, and not by fait^h, as ft 
principle of life and adlion. See obf. on p. 4B3. 

«♦ And here we muft carefully diftinguifli betwixt 
« all works by which men would pretend 'to aic- 
" quire faith, and thofe which faith pr^jduces : for 
" if we will contend, that juftification comes by 
« faith without works, and that there is no accept- 
er able working but what follows upon this^ and 
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<< yet maintaizi that faitk 1$ acquired by worlc% we 
** undoubtedly reafon in a circle. — And however 
** feripufiy and devoutly we may be occupied in this 
<< kind ol reaibning, it ia evident we are employed 
« in nothing elfe but folemn trick and diiTimuJa* 
« tion ; unlefs it may be pled in our behalf, that 
'< we are impofing on ourfelves by the lame means 
« by which we impofe upon others. 

« Men are juftified by the knowledge of a right<- 
<< eoufnefs finiihed in the days of Tiberius ; and 
<* this^ knowledge operates upon them, and leads 
«< them to work righteoufncfs. . Jf you knowy fays 
<f the apoftle Johh^^ that he is rightems^ ye hww that 
" every ene that doth righteoufnefs is barn ^ him, 
<< Faith i9 not acquired, but is obtained, as Peter 
<< fays, (tw^a^x,^/) To them who have obtjiin£D 
"BY LOT like precious faith with us* Of two 
«< criminals juilly condemned to die, if one efcapes 
<< by a favourable thraw of the dice, and the other 
** dies for his crime, we fee mercy in the delive<p 
<< ranee, of the former, and no injuftice in the 
<< death of the latter. Two men may be employed, 
« with equal diligence, in iludying tlie fcripture, 
<< and with equal ferioufnefs in praying for divine 
«< affiftaoce ; the one may come to know the truth, 
<< and the other may grope in the dark aU his Iifc« 
^ time. He who comes to know it, plainly per- 
« ceives that he has found what be was not feeking 
<< after : he plainly fees> that his moil ierious de- 
<< votion was pointed iu dire£l oppofitiou to what 
«^ now comforts him." p. 406, 407. 

Neverthelefs the truth being declared, they may, 
lik^ the noble fiereans, fearch the fcriptures, whe^ 
ther theje things are fo ? 

^* Thus the word of life is held forth in the 
" world — ferving as a mean of difine appointment 
<< to lead fome to the faith, and render others in- 
« excufable/' p. 408. 

Mm 3 
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This 18 a proper reply to Palaemon's own objefkion, 
p. 350. « That the grant of the gofpel is, a gift 
•* of benefits to multitudes who are neyer benefited 
** thereby.'* It fervcs as a means of divine apppint- 
*f ment to lead fome to faith^ and leave others in- 
" excufable. 

** The change made upon a man by the belief of 
** the gofpel, may be thus illuftrated : When La- 
*^ zarus was revived to the enjoyment of this mor- 
" tal life, neither his will nor his power were con- 
" cerned in the obtaining of life. Yet his life 
** could no otherwife be continued and enjoyed, 
" but in his Voluntary exercife of it. As foon as 
" ho revived, the principle of felf-^prefervation, 
** with all its hopes and fears, behoved immcdiate- 
" ly to Jbe fet in motion. No fooner was he poflef- 
<^ fed of life, thapi the aftive love of it behoved to 
*• take place. Accordingly, no fooner does a man 
•< b€;gin to know the grace of God in truth, than 
*< love to it takes place in his heart. Love is the 
<< adivity of that life which a man obtains by faith, 
•< for faith workcth by love." Ibid. 
. But what is all this to the doftrine of working in 
painful defirc and fear, till we come to the enjoy- 
ment of life, or the knowledge that we have life ? 
Lazarus had no. principle of felf-prefervation be- 
fore he was confcious he had a felf to preferve ; 
nor had he any love of life before he enjoyed it. 
In lik6 manner, we can have no love to that grace 
of God we know not, nor defire to preferve that 
life we never enjoyed. 

f« If a man of low corldition, is by a royal pa- 
** tent ennobled, and entitled to a place in the po- 
" liteft aflemblies, he cannot enjoy the pleafures of 
« his promotion, but in as far as he loves and ftu- 
** dies to learn the manners fuitable to his rank and 
" company." p. 409. 

And his motive to this improvement of theft 
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planners is, that he is promoted to a ftation he de- 
fires to enjoy more pcrfeftly. So we being called 
to' the adoption of children by Jefus Chrift, toil no 
more in the way bf painful defire and fear, to at- 
tain taa confcioufnefs of the privilege, but as par- 
takers of it, are influenced thereby. 

« The apoftie John, fpeaking of obedience to the 
"new commandment of. love, fays, • Beloved, if 
" our hearts condemn us not, then have we confi« 
« dence towards God;' that is, if, notwithftanding 
« our natural bias againft the gofpel, with its re- 
<< maining efie^s, giving us daily^difquiet, our heart 
<<< condemn us not as deftitute of love to tliat truth 
*< which the world hates, then we have confidence 
<< towards God ; even as much confidence as thb 
" teftimony of our own confcience can give us," 

This is plainly not the confidence which the truth 
itfelf affords a guilty finner, but confidence " that 
« we are not deftitute of love to that truth the 

'«« world hates." The former is our life, the latter is 
only an additiohal corroborating comfort. 

" Yet this is but one witnefs, and needs to be 
<< fupported. For in this cafe one may be liable to 
<< doubts, left even his own confcience (hould be 
« partial in his favour." 

If we have confidence in Chrift by the truth it- 
felf as we are guilty finners ; if I am confcious that 
the truth, or which is the fame thing, my faith, 
and confidence in it, works by love ; if our hearts 
condemn us not in this matter, then have we con- 
fidence towards God. Firft, becaufe we are ton- 
fcious we proceed on divine authority. Secondly, 
we prove the blcfled eflFcfk of the truth. Thefe then 

-are two witnefles infeparably united. The firft a 
divine truth, the teftimony of the divine Spirit, 
than which there cannot be a greater ground of cer- 
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tainty; the latter is the confckfi^befs of the ef« 
fed of that truth. . 

<« Here then the Spirit of truth, who never faik 
" t& bear witnefe to the genuine eSk&s thereof, 
" gives his teftimony as a fecond witnefs ' f upport- 
<< ing the former. Thus Paul, after he had faid, 
*' As many as are led by the Spirit of God, diey 
<< are the fons of God^ adds. The Spirit itkli beaiv 
<* eth witnefs with our fpirit, that we are ihe chU- 
« dren of God.*' p. 417. 

The apoftle Paul, after he had faid, < As Baany 

< 36 are led by the l^iriit ol God, they are the fons 

< of God 'i aUds, < For ye have not received the 

< fpirit of bondage again to fear ; but ye hafve ro- 

* eeived {i. e. by the gofpel-truth) the Spirit of a- 

* doptiofi, whereby we cry, Abba, Father ^^ and 
then follow the words, « The Spirit itfelP (which 
ye received in the heariog, of the gofpet, eeiholden- 
ing us guilty finner s to cry, < Abba, Father,' thro' 
the divine righteoufnefs freely given to us ) this 
Spirit received tn the gofpel) « beareth witnd!^ 

< with our fpirit, that we are the chikireQ of God,' 
and not of them who deceive themfehret widi vain 
thoughts. 

It is already granted, p. 397. that << the Spirit 
<< of truth never fpeaks one word or featence to 
^ any perfon beyoiul what is written in the £Qrip- 
^< tare." And what is written in the feripture is 
either the declarations of free ialvation to finners 
in Jefus Chrift, or divine afiurances of no difap- 
pointment to them tl^t bel^ve on Chrift, or an ac«* 
count, of the genuine effe£ls of faith. In the £rft 
we are taught to apply what is faid to ourfelves as 
(inners : In the fecond we are encouraged to believe 
on the Lord Jefus Chrift, in afiurance of falvation 
by htm without di&ppointment : In the laft we are 
infprn^d of the genuine eiFe^s of this truth, or 
faith, correfponding to what we find and feel to be 
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ftuty when xn belkve aic^ording to tbat which id 
written. 

<< And this be (i. e. the Spnn) ioes by fhedding 
^ diiroad in the heart fach an dbnndanr fenfe of the 
^ divine krre, as leares no toem for, fo cafts out, 
^< the anxious feair of coming OHott of hie everlaij(- 
« ing." Z^-^. 

The lore fhed abroad in the hesff, }s that mani- 
fefled in Chtili dying for the ungodly when ene- 
mies and without ftrength. Not love manifefted tO 
Ifae qualified. For « if when we were enemies we 
^ Were reconciled to God by the death of hk Son^ 
(given finely unto ne,) < much more being reconcit* 
' ed/ s6 is a{>parefrt to us in what we believe, and 
)h its genuine effefks, we have a hope (that maketh 
fi^ afiiamed) that * we fha^ll be faved by his life \* 
thdt he who gave us righeeoufnefs while en^micSi 
Will fave U9 for ent Wha M6 thus teconoiled t0 
him* 

« Thus that love to the truth, which fef merlv 
•< wrought in a way of painful defire, attended witn 
« many fears^ i^ perfe^ed by. being erowned with 
<* the higheft enjoyment it is capable of in thi» mor- 
••talftate.'* md. 

•I do not read in the fcripture of any love to the 
truth of the gofpel fo defcribed. * Herein is love, 
^ not that we loved God,' and he crowned us with 
enjoyment,- « but that he loved iTs, and fent hisBon^ 
^hh only begotten Son, iaito the world, that w« 

* might live through him ^' fent his Son Mo be a 

* propitiation for our fins. If we who are of this 

* truth love one another, his love is already perfcft- 
^ ed m us. And we have known and believed the 

< love that God hath to us. Herein is our love 
^ made perfe£t. He that feareth,* and is not em» 
bokkned by the truth to venture his. everlafting 
eoncerns upon Jefus Chrift alone, * is not m^de 

< perfedl in love. We love hiih beeaiUe he firft lov- 
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< ed U89 purifying our fouls by obeying the tmth 

* through the Spirit; unto the unfeigned love of the 

* brethren,' as its proper and genuine effed^. 

«« Jefus Chtift, who loved his Father with a per- 
** fed hearty even while forrowful uato deslth, re- 
<< ceived the higheft proof of his being the beloved 
<f Son of God, when being exalted at the Father's 
<< right hand, and being made moft bleifed with a 
** fenfe of his love, he experienced fulnefs of joy in 
•* his prefence." 3id, 

But he knew he was the Son of God before he 
had this higheft proof ; he, though forrowful unto 
death, had none of the anxious fear of coming (hort 
of his glory, but was animated by that glory* < For 

* the joy that was fct before him, he endured the 

* crofs, defpifing the ihame.' He received the word 
in its accomplifhment, as the higheft confirmation 
of the veracity of what his Father had fpoken. But 
furely he fhewed himfelf entirely farisfied with the 
bare teftiitiony, wh^n he anfwered the tempter, 

* Man ihall not live by bread alone, but by every 
f word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.' 

** The report of this draws them who believe it 
** to love him, and fuffer for his fake. To fuch Je- 
<' fus Chrifl: promifed fellowihip with him in ttie 
« fulnefs of joy." aid. 

Th?Lt fulnip/s of joy muft be in the life to come, 
according to Pfal. xvi. 11. For in this life we walk 
by faith and not by (ight, and hope which is feen is 
not hope. And it is alfo acknowledged, that Jefus 
himfelf did not enter into this joy till he ceafed 
from this world. 

John XV. 10, II. "If ye ke^p my command- 
** ments, ye ftiall abide in my love, even as I have 
« kept my Father's commandments, and abide in 
** his love. Thefe things have I fpokcn unto you, 
** that my joy might remain in you, and that your 
" jpy might be full." 3id. 



THERON AND ASPASIO. 419 

The commandments here fpcrken of are to be- 
4ieve, and love for the truth's fake. The love and 
joy is that which is manifefted by the word in this*- 
life 5 and which neither ** life, nor death, nor an- 

< gels, principalities, nor powers,' nor any kind of 
fufFering nor affliction, (hall be able to feparate us 
from. Neverthelefs, we yet but hope for the ful- 
nefs of joy that Jefus is now arrived at, with ^ hope 

< that maketh not afhamed,' but animates us to be 
followers of Jefus, < enduring the crofs, defpifing 
« the fhame.' 

« When the faving truth firft fhines into the 
*< hearts of men, the effeft is fuitable to the divine 
«* promife, Jer. xxxii. 40. *^^I will put my fear in 
** their hearts, that they fhaU not depart from me.' 
*' This fear dwelling in their hearts, checks and re- 
«* cals them when ready to be utterly led away by 
*< their former evil inclinations. They are preferved 
" from falling away, by the fear of falling away." 
p. 419, 420. 

This is no more than a'fear of caution, confif- 
tent with the utmoft confidence of the fufficiency 
of Chrift, and-^he veracity and faithfulnefs of God. 
Confiftent with a firm perfuafion, that nothing 
fliall * be able to feparate us from the love of God 
• which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord.' The flavifli 
fear which arifeth from uncertainty, and is feeking 
after a difl^erencing fomething to remove our tor- 
ment, is fo far from prefcrving us from falling, that 
it is rather a proof we are not fatisfied with the fufc 
ficicnt righteoufnefs, with the fufiicient ground of 
. faith and hope, and have at prefent no part or lot in 
the matter. 

" It is evident, that to have the Holy Spirit as 
" the comforter ahd earneft of the heavenly inherit- 
•* a«ce, is an attainment far beyond any infludhees 
" of the Spirit that are common to thofe who be- 
« Heve for a time, and thofe who believe to the fav- 
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<< ing of the foul. Yea, hcjond th^ regenerating 
•* work of the Spirit* by 'which men are at Sr& 
<« brought to the knowledge of the trathf ana 
<< taught to love it." p. 420. 

« To find by experience (in this cSefk^ of the rc- 
^ port on our tninds) the truth of what they fprm-r 
«♦ crly believed on tcftimpny," (which is'wfcat Palse* 
mon declares himfelf to mean, p. 41^.)* ^^ certainly 
an attainment of another kind than the joy and 
comfort of the truth itfelf. But what a confcions 
certainty, that " I depend on the promife of Chrift, 
^ and run all hazai ds for his fake," is what the 
fcripture means by the ewiforter and iameji of the 
heavenly inheritance, doe^ 4iot £6 evidently appear : 
becaufe,. !• Thi^ is not taking of things of Chrift, 
but taking of our things, and fliewing them to us. 
2. It is not the Spirit's bearing witnefs itfelf with 
our fpirits, but bearing witnefs by the medium of 
our obedience. 3. It would be fpeaking more to us 
than what is written in tho fcripture. 4. This con- 
fcioufnefs, and the joy accompanying it, was an 
attainment of the pepple of God hefore the refur- 
re£tion of Chrift, as really as it has been Once; 
whereas the Comforter promifed was to be the con^ 
fequence of Chrift'd afcenfion to the Father, and 
was firft performed on the day of Pentecoft, A(fts 
ii. 33. Laftly, To wait for an attainment far be- 
yond the knowledge of the truth, or, which is the 
fame thing, of the power of Chrift's refurre£kion, 
ferves in fa£l, to fet afide that refurre£tion as infuf* 
ficient, fo to deny the one thing needful. More 
efpecially as, according to Palaemon, 

«* It (this fuppofed attainment) muft be diftin* 
** guiOied from any joy or fpiritual delight which 
•* heceflarily attends the obtaining of faith, or its ^ 
•* beginning to work by love." And, " that it is 
*• vain and abfurd to call men to be afiured of their 
" being children. of God, when they ar^not enjoy* 
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^ ing it.— That it cannot further appear that any 
** man has known the grace. of , God in truthj than 
" he gives all diJigence to the end, in order to ob- 
" tain it." p. 420. Now the grand arcanum in Pa* 
iaemon's doctrine is, how a man can live entirely 
by the < one thing needful,' and yet be fo diligent- 
ly employed in labouring for fo important a < fome* 
* thing more .?' 

«« It is alfo plain, that the promife of the Spirit,' 
" as the Comforter, is common to all thofe who foU 
" low the faith and przGticc of the apoftles." 3id. 
. It is plain,, they were comforted by the Spirit of 
God in the joy of the truth concerning Jefus the 
Saviour of finners, and had alfo the additional com- 
fort of thofe confirming declarations concerning the 
children of God and their bleffings, which are re- 
corded for that purpofe. But that we are taught 
to wait for any other attainment, under the name 
of the Spkit, as the Comforter, does not appear. 

<« Their (the Jews') appropriation/was the great 
<< fpring of all their pride, of all. their difaffeclion 
« to tlie true gofpel, and all their ruin." p. 424. 

The Jews* appropriation was upon the ground of 
the difference between themfelves and others ; which 
we readily agree has this efFed, that '^ tie more men 
5* excelled iff this way^ they proved the more hardened 
^^ enemies to the true God, and the eternal happinefs 
^^ of mankind*^ p. 422. But what is this for an 
obje^ion to that appropriation which proceeds en- 
tirely on the free grant of heaven to the guilty, ex- 
cluding all fuch difference ? Afpafio is flill left to 
affirm of his appropriation, that ** nothing %uill be 
"^ powerful to produce holy love, and willing ohedi- 
}i enccp to exalt our defires, and enable us to overcome 
" the world}' 

Who (lands nigheft to the Jewifh appropriation, 
Afpafio or P^lsemon P Afpafio, who, iii dial. 16. vol. 
ii, compares " thofe who advife us to prove our title 

N n 
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•« to amfort By genuine mMrh of conveffation^ and teach 
«* us on thdi column to fix tht capital of aJfUrance^ 
** unto thofi toho KOouU fidf the dome of a cathedral 
« upon the fialk of a tulips* of Pdacittcrft, who jud- 
ges this « talking profanely.** p. 425.' Ndthct do I 
fee how rKis is talking profanely, until it is iirft 
proved, that the marks whereby we fu^pbfe our- 
felves entitled to comfort rather than others, are the 
Deity in which we arc to put our truft. Afpafio 
rightly judges, that this is phciug a moft weighty 
affair upon that moft flight and uncertain founda- 
tion, ^hat we fed, or do, jnftead tfl the Rock 
Chrift, given to guilty finners. Dots not the Holy 
Ghoft prove a comforter, by manifcfting to us, 
guilty finners, the things that ate freely given of God i 
raking of the things of Chrifl^ artdfietving them to usf 
And muft not every genuine mark of converdon 
have its foundation here f 

« He thtn heareth'my tuordf ond believeth on htm 
^< that fent tne, hath €verlajling life, and fball not 
<f chme iftto condemnation y ^ut is p^ed from dsath to 
«f lifey John v. 24. Here mre fie wm men pnfs from 
« de(ah to life:* p. ^16. 

The word that Jefus hath fpoken, and the dech- 
ration the Father hafth made, is the firft and fureft 
ground of undeceivable certainty. The dependence 
hereon proceeds entirely on the truth and faithful^ 
nefs of God ; and that dependence is the affuratice 
we have pleaded for; and they who thus depewd, 
our Lord declares have everlaftitrg lifi^ are already 
pajfed from death to life. 

*5 Here we fee how men pafe from death to life 
" John declares how they come to know this ; 
*« while plainly pointing at the words of Jefiis, he 
** fays, We know that we are pajfed from death to tife^ 
" becaufe we love the hrethren?* Ibid. 

There is no foundation for the diftin<SKon here 
made by Palaemon, viz. ^hat our 'Lord only dtddra 
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i^nu fnm pafs frpm death ta lifey 'and John only de- 
clares how they cetm to kmnu 4hif, It ie pkiin> that 
our Lord's declaratkm runs in the fame ftraia with 
that of his difciple. Qur Lord fays^ He thaV heareth 
my word-p*-Af paffedfrom death unto tife* John fay^. 
He th?t lovctb tihe brethren, is paffedfrom death uur- 
to life; where is the did^erenee ? Both are dedara- 
tioij^ of who 9rve piaified from ^i^atji to life, there- 
fore both alike in that rcfpe^. Oui Lortt inti- 
mates, the Ufe-i^mng^u^or^the matter beli«v«4 by- 
all who are pafled from death to life ; his difeiple 
lAtimates, the proper andgfsnHine ^j^^ of that word 
on all who believe* It^f know (fays Joba, we have 
»n additional proof, that the word; of Jef^s is true, 
that we are pajfed from death i^nto lifej becaufe w^ 
Mfe the brethren* It is plain, that tbey abide ftill 
isL death who abide i^ the hating muvdejring fpirit 
of the world \ and more cfpeiCiaUy, who catmoi 
love them who are of the truth for xWtri^h^s faU*^ 
On the oilier hand, the unitkig life^iving tendency 
Df the truths appears to us wjio are of it, fi:hce it 
caufeth ua thus to \fy«^ one another for thA trntUs 
Jake^ and pioves wha^ Jefus faid^ that he that hesir^ 
€th his ^uetrd^ 4im believ^h en him that fe»t him, is 
f€^td from death to Hfe.^^ 

Jefus faith. He is pafled from death to life that 
heareth my %Joo>rd, and Mievetb on him thaifent me, 
John faith, We know he has paJjH from death Ut Ij/e 
who loves the brethren^ Theoqiy di^^reniJe i9> J«-> 
fus declares the privilege by that whereby we -en* 
joy it; John gives p^Tjoof iajthe Ipveof the br^thren^^ 
as a demonftrative i&iFe^ thai: Jefua's words are. 
true. . . - 

<< By this pnoof, men c<h9s^ to kij^w, thk the joy 
«< they had upon tbeir 64'ft beUevi^gj ^aa not the 
« joy of the bypocrij^." Ibid, ' 

The joy true believers have on tbei^r firft believ'* 

N n 2 - 
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joy the fruits of the atonement. The apoftles lead 
us to think he laid down his life for us who wer^ 
juftly doomed to eternal death. Pal^mon leads 
us to think he laid down his life for us, who can 
fay, God, I thank thee, I am not as other rnen \ 
<« wbo can find feme reafon about them/elves, why all 
« the great things fpcken and done hy Jefus^ Jbould 
** hectr its peculiar direBion towards themP 

Befides, how does it appear we love the brethren, 
when thofe we call fo, are feeking the reafon of 
their hope, certainty, and affurance of eternal life, 
wholly in their own love and obedience? confe- 
qnently are not in this refpeft the defpifid few^ "but 
of the fame mind and judgenlent with every natu* 
ral man. 

*•«< He who, perceiving the divine love to finners 
^ of all forts without diftin£lion, manifefted in the 
*' atonement, is thereby led to love the atonement, 
•< and the divine "charafter appearing there ^ and ft 
" to eiijoy the promifed comfort refulting thence tb 
<* the obedient.'* p. 428. 

If the promifcd comfort is fufpendcd for want of 
obedience, or depends on obedience as its condi- 
tion, the divine love is far from being manifefted 
to finners of all forts without diftinfbion. 

" And thus by happily experiencing the truth of 
" the gofpei." Ibid. 

He does not experience the truth of the goTpel, 
hut only the efftft of that doftrinc that tells him, if 
he is willing and obedient, he fhall^eat the good of 
the land. Whereas, the truth of the gofpel, re- 
lieving the guilty without condition, animates there- 
by to all the obedience it calls for. 

<« So he labours neither firft nor laft to acquiie 
«< any requifite to juftilication ; but aH his labour 
" proceeds on the perfuafion that the atonement it- 
" felf is the fole and iufficient requifite to juftifica- 
"tion.** Ibid. 
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All fais labter proceeds on d^^ perfuafion, that 
however fufficient the atonement may be for the e- 
tedi yet he is not al^lowed to account it of any ufe 
to him a (inneri or to truft or depend upon it, but 
to be at an entire uncertainty about it, uiitii he 
difeovers hi» works of obedience to fu^h a degree^ 
as to conceive himfelf to be an ele^ perfon. 

<< 80 he knows, diat all his holinefa, as well ag 
^' all his happinefs, comes entirely of that graoe 
«« which provided the at©ne«ienl;»'' p* 439« 

Far from it) all his holinefe, as well ts all his 
happinefs, according to Fakemon's reprefeatation, 
comes entirely of the painful defife arnd fear, left he 
'fitouid have no part in ^at grace which provided 
the atonement. 

" Tlie merchant who, being encouraged by fome 
** credible intelligence Providence has favoured him 
<* with, from an nn^xpc&^d quarter, fets out a^ all 
<' hazards on fome ne^ branch of trafEc, will be 
« greatly animated to proceed, when he finds his 
'« labours crowned'with fcKJCcfs-'^ Jkid, 

But our obtaining falvatioh is liot like a trading 
merchant fetting out at all hazards on a new branch 
of traffic; this is falvation by works indeed! Match, 
xiii. 45* describes the merchant as finding oite pearl 
of great price^^ which puts an end to ail fqture mei^ 
chandiztng. 

" He who fo knows the bare report thereof^ as 
<^ to love it, and .to run ail riiks upon it, fiiall in no 
** wife lofe his reward." 3i{/. 

True, but Palsemon's OMrlilian radier runs all 
•ri&s in order to know Ins part in the atonement, 
than on the account of -the bat?e report of falvation 
to the guilty. ^ 

<<^The'paffage« in the dialogues vribich apj^eirr t0 
« me to defcrve the ^reateft cenfurc, are thofe tw«, 
« which in a very confident manner deny $ the onfi, 
♦* the comfort attending the fimple report ^f.^dlie 
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" gofpel ; and the other, the additional comfort at* 

** tending the felf-denied obedience to it." Ilnd» 

Thcfe pafTages have been conGdered, and it ap- 
pears that neither are denied, but confirmed by A* 
fpafio's dodrine« We proceed on the report in ap- 

?ropriationy fo it is the very bafis of our comfort. 
Ve are confirmed by the efFe£l of the enjoyment, 
that our enjoyment, or the foundation of it',, is not 
a fancy. 

" And all this is done, in order to reft, I cannot 
'< fay our comfort, but a good opinion of our ftate, 
" on what is neither faith nor obedience." 3ul. 

Not fo, but to reft our fouls on Chrift alone, and 
neither on our faith, obedience, nor good opinion 
of our ftate. 

<< For, according to the popular do£iri;ie, men 
<< living for a courfe of years together in unbelief 
<< confequently neither loving the gofpel nor f njoy»- 
*< ing the comfort of it, are allowed to confider 
V themfelves all the while as regenerate, provided 
** they have once in their lifetime exerted a certain 
** ad." p. 430. 

It may be fo according to the popular doArine^ 
but according to the unpopular doSiriney which Pa- 
laen^on excepts againft, we depend upon no a£l6 
but the perfe£l obedience of Chrift. 

<< I ftiall now take fome notice of a treatife high« 
«< ly efteemed by the votaries of the popular doc- 
•« trine: I mean, Tke gofpeUmjifierj of fan£ltfication»^ 
Ibid. 

This book was fo far from being highly efteemed 
l^y the votaries of the popular do^rine in England^ 
it was hardly known till Afpafio recommended it, 
and fince that difapproved of by many devout 
people : Becaiife, i. It proves that the moft earneft 
defires and endeavours after obedience to the law, 
may be in a natural ftate of man. 2. That the new 
Jife, new fta^te^ or nerW; creation, is infeparably in 
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Chrift^ fo that we have no fuch ptmlege, but ia 
enjoying Chrift-himfeif through the report of the 
gofpel, 3. That there is no furniture for the -obe- 
dience of Jove, but in partaking of thisreconcilia- 
ttonj or new ftate in Chrift. 4. That no conditions 
or performances are to be placed between the iii^ner 
. and the Saviour, but the firft ftep of practical reli« 
gion is to truft on Chrift alone, as given to us for 
the fure enjoyment of himfelf and bis falvation. 

<* This author fuppofes his unconverted reader, 
<' i^en beginning to be concerned about religion, 
** to propofe for this end fuch an obedience to the 
^ divine law, as may be acceptable to God." 

He rightly fuppofes, that men who are yet iti 
their natural ftate, may attain with great zeal to 
great heights of legal obedience^ and, as Paul and 
others, b^ very earneft after it, counting it their 
trueft gain ; and like Paul, at the fame time, totally 
unacquainted with, yea enemies unto real Chrifti* 
anity, and the obedience of love to the truth, and 
to God manifefted thei^eby. 

'< According to this author, then Oirift is not 
<< the end of the law for righteoufnefs, but the beft 
« nreans one can make ufe of for enabling him to 
<' perform that righteoufnefs which is the end of 
"tbcrlaw.*' liidi 

He (as the apoftle does) direds unto that love 
which is the fulfilling of the law, by the enjov- 
ment of that righteoinnefr whi(fh is the end of \t, 
by enjoying that new ftate of peace and reeoncilLi« 
tion w^ith God which is inffparably in Chrift ^ or, 
in fa£^, his view is, to recommend the gofpel of 
our Lord Jefus, as a principle, of obedience, in op« 
pofition to that preliminary grace, which, as, PataS'* 
mon fays, p«* 445* " however much it has been 
*♦ chriftianized, is at bottom the fame thing with 
w that AFFiATUs, influence, or energy, by which 
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<< it was fofpofed philofepfaers iiffcd beroee o£ old 

^* becaoie good aad grea^ men/' « 

•* Accordtngiy the, weU-dtfpofed reader is led for-* 
<< ward to his defired end» ia o»Qfe4tie«ce of the 
<< fiune gcKxi diOfiofuions that kd hsm to wie the- 
•* means." p. 43^1. ^ 

.Not fo» howeiRer fair, the dirofbions ma^ feem to- 
promife at firft, to him thzit is naturatty defiroua to 
keep the Uw that he may live; yet no man h made 
a difeiple ^ thefe dire&ions, but by being convert- 
ed from this falfe hope» to the hope of tbe golpei^ 
No man is difpofed to ufe the meafid of reeoneili- 
ation with God by Chrift alone aa a prtnciph: of o« 
bedience; btu he that is converted from the Mfe 
hope of obtauung life by any obedience he oan ren^ 
deri to live alone by wmi Oirift hath already doney 
as the fpring; of hh hope^ and the fotiree of his fv^ 
tixre obedieiAce. 

<* But why sdl dils roundi-aboDt ccfurft ? Whf 
^ fhooitd we £sek toi reprefs any ntam'^ impetuofity 
" to fulfil the law ? Why flipujd we retatrd his 
^^ €ouKe» by •etttangUng him i» a labyrkitb mbaut 
*♦ the ttfe of means V^ Mid. 

M^sn^ natiuaUy deGroua to.keep the )aw» th<at 
liiey laay Uve, may» and d^f »9 Mr. MarftdUc ob- 
ferves, « rufh blindly upon immediate pradiee, 
« miakbog more hafte than good fpecd^ crying ^th 
^ Ifrael of <Aif All that the iiC^rd £»tth we wiU^o^ 
« At the fame time there is no fiich heart in thtm" 
But through a Aatural propen&ty to thofe thtfiga 
which are contrary to the divine law, they eo«tia-< 
ttally fail in the obedience they have fo ftrongly 
ps»fpofed. " And fome of thefe, when they ha.vc 
<* jtnifpent many years in ftrivixig againft the ftneam 
^* of their iufts^ without any fuceefs^ do at laii fali 
«< miferaUy into defpair, and turn tp waUofw in the 
♦* iriire of their, Iftfts, or are fearfttily fwaUowoii tip 
** with horror pf confcience." As all their religion, 



0t ifApQtwdCity to fulfil th^ law, ks foufideJ*! on a mi- 
fer^ible miftftlteti hope^ to Hvc by thttr own dbedi^ 
ence ; fo Mr. MarihalPs aim is to throw down thzit 
« falfe hope/ by proving that there can be no obe- 
dience acteeptable to God, till we are frrft made * ac»- 
• cepted in the Beloved / or, in other words, till 
we 'ftrft lire by Chrift's obedience »lone, and are itb- 
fittenced thereby. - His hope to Kve by liis own obe- 
dience t$ criminal; it i« therefcwe no matter how 
foon we fcprefo his impefifolity, and retard hi^ 
cotirfe; and when he tmdcrftands his rceonciHation 
with God hy Chnft alone, to be the principle or 
means of goipcl-obedience, he will not be entang- 
le in a labyrinth, but made free by the Son of 
God. 

<* As for the gofpel, it was only intended to re- 
•« lieve thofc ill-dilpofed people who defpair of ever 
f« doing any thing to render them acceptable to 
-•* God, by airy afTiftanee whalfeever.'* Bid. 
'- And Mr, MarfhalPs dcfign is to (hew, that thofe 
•ivell-difpofed people who hope to live by their own 
obedience, are, in fa£t, at tlte fame ttme, thofe ill* 
dijpafid people, who will never be really obedient 
till they dcfpair of ever doing any thing to reodcr 
them acceptable to God, by any affiftance whatfo^- 
fever; and, in that defpair of thcmfelves, Hve akynt 
by what Chrift has already done. 

" It (the gofpel) was neter intended to be an 
'♦ airxili^ry to thofe good people who are defirous 
5< to give acceptable obedience to the divine law.* 

But it. was intended to remove their miftake^ 

fhat they may be obedient from a fnote divine priti- 

ciple; that is, reconciliation with God by Chrift a*- 

, lone. And this, it is evident, is the main defign 

of Mr. Matihall. 

« AH fuch (who are defirous to ;give acceptable 
" obedience to the divine law) wherefoever thqy 
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U are, iball undoubtedly be happy, without having 
<< any occafion to trouble their heads about the 
« gofpcl." 

. All fuph who are of this charaAer uniformlyy 
and without contradidlion. But it muft be allow** 
ed| that there are many, even every natural man 
has a propenfity to live by his own obedience, or to 
do*, that he may live. At the fame time, he is de« 
firous of thofe things which are contrary to that o« 
bcdience, whereby he forfeits the character, and be- 
comes guilty before God* 

** Let us now obferve the uf^ c^ means to which 
« our author dire As, Dire£l. ii. p. ao8. Endeav* 
« our diKgently to perform the great work of Miev' 
«• ing on Chrift." p. 432. 

. That is, in Mr. Marihall's fenfe, endeavour dili- 
gently to live by Chriil alone, to be fati^iied with 
him, to alTure your foul of falvation by him, by 
what he has done and fuffered ; that you ma]^ in 
this way, have a perfonal confcious enjoyment of 
him and his fulnefs, in which fulnefs we enjoy re- 
conciliation with God, and ev^ry bleifing - tending 
to the obedience of love. Was Palsemon to dire^ 
to perfonal confcious enjoyment of Chrift, he would 
tell us about working diligently, working in the 
way of painful dedre and fear, till we were crown- 
ed with enjoyment, in a convi£lion that we are 
jdiilinguiihed from others, - by having faith, love, 
and felf-denicd obedience. Where lies the difi^er- 
ence between the two, but that.the latter fays. Do 
that you may live ; that you may be crowned with 
enjoyment ? the other fays, Live by Chrift, that 
you may do? Enjoy as (inners, that you live as 
faints. 

*« It is ncceffary that we fhould endeavour it, 
" (i. c. to believe on Chrift,) and that before we 
*f find the Spirit of God workiog faith efteflually 
•^* ia us, or giving ftrength to believe." Ibid. 
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Mt. MatrfliaU here confiders faith as a duty re- 
quired by the lav, which Palxmon alfo aflerts, ^ . 
354. At the fame time, he fo explains himfelf, as 
k is evident faith neither juftifies nor fandifies as 
a duty ; but by Chrift alone believed on. And it is 
alfo evident, he means not the divine paflive con« 
vi9:i6n| but an obedience to the apoftolic exborta* 
tion ; a <' trufting on a Saviour, as difcovered by a 
<< teftimony, which (as he fays) is properly Mieving- 
« en him" ~ ^ > 

- He oppofes, at th^ fame time, the popular no« 
tiouy that we muft Ufait for God to give us fome- 
thing called faith, before we are to attempt to believe, 
or live by his righteoufnefs ; whereas, in whomfoe- 
ver faith is wrought, they immediately live bv Chrift 
alone ; they wait for nqthing, they fee nothing to 
be watted for, but they fee Chrift's fufficient work, 
and the grant of it to die guilty, a fufficient ground 
^for immediate truft and confidence. 

«< Only (fays Mr. Marfhall) I fhall prove, that we 
^< are bound by the command of £od, thus to af« 
^< fure ourfelves ; and the fcripture doth fufficient- 
<< ly warrant us, that we (hall not deceive ourfelves 
<<jn believing a lie; but according to our faith, fo 
« {hall it be to us, Matth. ix. 29.^ — Here (fays ra- 
*< Iseinon) is the great whirlpool of the popular doc« 

« trine.*' p- 433- 

A very great miftake to call this the popular doc« 

trine ^ whereas Mr. " W ■ d, Mr. W y, and 

numbers more, fuch as have been named, are full 
as great adverfaries to it as himfelf. Nor is any 
point more univerfally oppofed, than that of ^flur- 
ing ourfelves of falvation, only from the grant of 
a fufficient righteoufnefs in Jefus .Chrift to the 
guilty. 

** When we have thus, according to our author, 
" wrought ourfelves into a new ftate." Ibid. 

This reprefentation is not juft j would it be pro- 

Oo 
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per, when a man receives a prefent, imt gift, to fay 
that he works hiuifcSf into it ? It is true, he maj 
meet with fome oppofition in the enjoynnent of that 
which is freely given him. And^ in thi^ cafey the 
fcripture prevents Pabemon's reflexion, by exhort* 
ing us to work out our own falvation, &c. 

<< According to him, there is no {^radice of hoIi» 
<< nefs, bat what (proceeds from the perfuafion of 
<< our ftate being changed." Ihid. 

Rather from our perfuafion of our reconciliatioa 
with God by Cbrift alone, arifing not from the con- 
ceit of our being better than qpiers, or having done 
foroething towards it ; but as given freely in Chrift 
Jefus. . 

<^ This petfuafion (of his ftate being changed) is 
^hisfaidi." lUd. 

No fuch matter. Mt« Mar&ali's dodrine, or the 
truth believed in, liis .faith is, that there is a new 
ftate prepared in Chrift for the guilty, which we 
are divinely authorifed to enter into and enjoy^ 
without any works at ail. As, on the other haad^ 
Palaemon's do£l:rii>e leaves him working in podofiil 
deHre and fear, till he he crowned with enjoyment* 

« If we hearken to this author, we mnft fet out 
« in the fervice of God, from the confidence of 
t€ Qixr being in a better ftsUie ijian other aaen.^ 

T- 434- 

Is it not highly confiftent that we ftiould let out 

in the fervice of God, with the furniture God hath 

provided us ? If God hatli given to us eternal ILfis' 

in his Son, is not our firft obedience to receive and 

enjoy the eternal life that is in him i This does not 

. confift in any perfuafion that we arc better than o* 

ther people,, that there is any new ftate in Chrift 

for us, rather than for others ; but it confifts pure* 

ly in what is infeparabiy in Chrift Jefus, given to 

us in him, and only to be enjoyed in enjoying him. 

So that the whole i^, we muft fet out as followers 
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of our Lord, from the confideacc of the eternal 
life given freely to us in Chrift Jefus* 

<< He make» no account of the grand things tef* . 
•' tified of Chrift, as any way fufficient to lead us 
^ to holinefs, without a good opinion of our own 
•< ftate." p. 43 y. 

Palaemon ibould fay, if he would give a juft re* 
prefehtation, that Mr. Marihall jooakes no account 
of all that holinefs which is not influenced by the 
recejption and enjoyment of that new ftate, and t* 
temal' life, whtdi is freely given to the guilty, in 
Chrift Jefus. Mean^^ile, the opinion we have of 
our own ftate, is, that k is ftark naught, and can* 
not be mended. This is far from having a good o^ 
pinion of 4t. 

** Thus the ancient gofpel, which, from the be* 
^^* ginning, turned many from- idols to ferve the li¥* 
,•< ing God, is now fet afide.** iWrf. 

The ancient gofpel held forth the new ftate, and 
epevnal life gittn in Chrift, which we pkad for. 

I have nothing to fay in defence of myfelf from 
the charge' in page 448b of patronifling my creed 
ty the names of faDiUe«men. I acknowledge my 
faalc If I l|ave not the dodrine of the apoftleS) 
what fignifies hatvtng all the world on my fide ? and 
if I have Actn to keep me in countenance, it ought 
to be litde comicsn^ though the whole world are a*- 
gainft me ♦. 

' * M«tl»ittkt tlki»attthor diTcovers toe much ccmpUifanct, 
whe^ he ooniprHiients Mr. Samlemckn fo far a« to make an apo- 
logy for his conduct ia profeffing an agreeaicnt, in fome fun- 
(hkirtental articles of tbe Clirifttan fattb^ with the late f/leffis, 
•£fikinet aocl" the feicetlmg minkiAera inScotlaad, according to 
fcripuire, and tbe jiidfieaient of ail f^und ProteOaot divines, 
-CBid in quottag a fe^v paifflges from 9 ferAon of Mr. Ebentzer 
Erflcine ;. as if lio had thus made MeiTrs. ^Erikinas, aiid the ie- 
'Ceding mini)ft«rs^ with athsr Froteftant divinef, tbe vouchers 
of bts creed, and ^iven a manifeft proof of bis yielding iippU* 
cit faith to their dictates and ientimeats. Is it culpable, ^•hea, 
to yield obedience to ouc l.ord*s commaAd ia goiag forcli by 

Oo 2 
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" The ufc thffe people (i. e. the people in fcl- 
« lowfliip with W. C.) have for Chrift 'is, to give 
*' tlicm ftrength to do fomething toward their jtrf* 
w tification." p. 449. 

Our appropriation ftsnds in no oppoGtion to free 
juftification by Chrifl alone, but rather to Patemon'9 
coming to the knowledge of it only, in a way of 
painful defire and fe&n 

But Palaemon'^ main obje£lion to this reception, 
or appropriation of Chrift, and eternal life in him, 
is, that ** this is doing fomething tanvdrd our juflifi" 
•* cationP To what! h;is been already faid, I would 
only add the following illuftration. A man has a 
large eftate fallen to him by inheritance or legacy; 
he is now informed that he need d^o nothing to- 
wards his maintenance at all, for he has a fufficiency 
to live upon, and that it wduld diihonour his bene* 
fador, and be a difgrace to him to think of it* 
The man believes this, and accordingly fits down 
to a plentiful table provided, under a notion that, all 
things being ready, he has nothing to do btit to 
EAT or ENJOT. Upon this, a virtuofo in criti- 
cifm, like Palsemon, informs Mm, that to eat, is to 
do fomething towards his maintenapce; that the 
viAuals, and in (hort every diing is his, without a* 
ny aft of his at all. So that, if he imagines hiihfeif 
under any neceffity of eating, he difltonours his be- 

the footdeps of the flock. Cant. i. 8. orio retnemher them vnitf 
have fpdien to us the ivtrd of Goi^ luhofe faith vet are exhorted to 
folkvfy eonfidering'the end of their cotiverfdtionl Heb. xiiu 7. Muft 
sn endeavour to keep the unity of the faith in the bond^ 'peace 
be reputed a fault;* aud a fovcreign contempt of the.dojfhine 
and prtncTpIet of Chriftian teachers uninlpired, however con* 
fonant to the word of God thefe may be found, accounted e^. 
fential to the charafter of a true believer and apoftolic Chrii^ 
tian ? What pity is it, that men ihould foffer themfelves thus 
to be bantered, by the fcomful aod fenfelefs refleifttons of one 
of the ftioft tiiflifig, though one <^ the moft arrogant writejrt 
that'tbis, or perhaps any age has produced? WilfotCs PaUmon^s 
creed reTfUwed atdexamneij pref. p. Jii. note. 
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n6h£koTf and denies the eftate his benefactor has. 
given to him^ as though it was not^in itfelf enough 
to maintain him, without doing fomethtng towards 
his own maintenance. Wha^C anfwer would this 
perfon in all likelihood return? Very; probably he 
would fay. You fpeak extremely abfurd ^ for if I 
eat not, all my right and title to it will ,be of no 
ferVice to me ; I ftarve, I die in the.roidft of plen* 
ty \ befides, I love to eat *• The cafe is as parallel 
as polfible ; our Lord fays, he is < the bread of God 

< come down, from heaven to give life to the world i 

< and that except we eat the flefii of the Son of man, 

< and drink his blood, we have no life in us. .^ 

.This objedion of Palsemon's is fuch a fine-fpu.a 
cob- web of criticifm, tliat he feems to have catcbed 
himfelf in it, while he was endeavouring to entan- 
gle us. << Is it poi&ble (fays he) after what we have 
<< feen, for any one to maintain, that thefe people 
*« look for acceptance with God only through . the 
<< facrifice of Chrift, once offered for the fins of 
« many?'' p. 450. 

Now, to look for acceptance with God, only 
through the facrifice of Chrift, is the very thing we 

♦ If any objcA, that this reprefentaHon relates only to per- 
foniil enjoyment and manifeftation ta our own confci^nces,- it 
may be granted; and it may, be alip affirmed, thart the whole 
of God's revelation hears this deiign. The fcriptures we're 
never defigned' to inform God about our j unification, but to 
ioform us. And whenever any wlio diflike the fcripture^ac*- 
cpunt, endeavour to Icbeme out.another» what is their defign? 
to inform God, or to inform man ? If one tells me, I am juf- 
tified_ (according to his fcheme) whether I am perfaaded of it 
or not, is not his dedgn at tlie f^me time very evidently to 
perfuade me that I am jufti^ed, or to roanifeft my juftificatiou 
according to his fcheme ? Shall I not rather let God be my in- 
ftruAor ? And when I alk the queftion, Wherewith Jhall God he 
f leafed? he anfwers, / am pleafed in wj Son, When I inquire 
further, How I (hall know roy own in.tereft herein ? he teMs me, 
he gives me' eternal life in hitftf and fo makes me welcome to call 
• it my own without more. Is it not the height of diTaffetf^ on 
to this to fay, I will call it my own upon fome o*her account j 
but not becaufe he either hid^ me, orgiveji it to me? 

Oo 3 
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plead for, attd he has been oppo&ng. Hts argu^ 
ment has been, *«The faorHfice ef Ghrift is fufficiv 
«< cnt of itfeif. To appropriate, er to hei for^c^ 
«* ceptance with God on that acccount, is^ evidently 
« to do fomething towards our jttftificatio« ; this is 
*< to fet up in its dead another (kcriiice of their 
" own preparing and offering." 

«« He who maintains that we are juftHied only 
" by faith, and at the fxme time affirms ^th 
<« Afpafio, that feith is a work excrtfed by the 
" human mind, undoubtedly maintains, if he has 
« any meaning to his words, that we are juftifed 
" by a work exerted by the human mind." p. 4^. 

May not A%afio as readily retort, He who main- 
tains that we are juftified-only by faith, and at the 
fame time affirms with Patemon, •♦ That faith is a 
^* principle of life and a£bion," undoubtedly main^ 
tains, if he hsts any meaning to his words,^ that we 
are jultified by a principle of Kfe and' a£lion ? The 
anfwcr that rcijieves him out of this difficulty, will, 
alfo ferve us. See remark on p. 406. . p. 3^5. 

I have, now confidered all that I apprehend we 
are concerned with in Mr. Sandei^an's perform- 
ance,, not with a defign to manifeft his blemifhes^ or 
to defend Afpafio's, but to prefenre the important 
truth he contended for, from thevcAjedions arifing 
through evident miftakes and mifrepreiCentatioas. 
Not pleading for a mangier of believing, either oi^w 
or pajfi^ye; but pleading againft the private rnterptr- 
tation of thofe divine declarations, which are the 
fmner's only ground of immediate tiuft and confi- 
dence in that fufficient righteoufnefs. It is no plea^. 
fure to me to find a people to wRom my heart injclines 
on account of their appearing attachment to this fuf- 
fiicicncy of Chrift, at the feme time fo inclitied tb 
explain away thofe divine declarations, and tell us, 
that " God may, if he pkafes^ have mercy upon 
** me," is a41 the conclufion that the guilty and def- 
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6tute can dratr from' what God hzs rcveated. 
Now, in this cik, -are we not to^ take hee<f, left, 
under the notion of purer faith, * we depart from 
truftmjf in the living* God' {f<r ar labouring- in pain- 
ful defire and fiear) * through an ctil heart of unbe- 
' lief ?' And as ther^ is a natural propenfiry in mzn 
to feif-dependence, is there not a proportionate a- 
tcrfeneft in him to truft on the barer declarations of 
the divine word i And may not thi« be the fource 
of thofe Hiarifaie attempts Mr. Sandeman has fo 
jiifHy detcded, of the objeflion^ that Hand between 
us; and alfo of thofe laboured inventions of others^ 
to make out that men arc faired by Chrift nt a way 
of natural: neceffary conncfkixm; hereby, at once, 
fetting aftde the divine forereignty, declarations, 
pTomHes or truft therein. I -(hall oiily^ add, that if 
what we have pleaded for is (without mifreprefcnta- 
tion) proved a contradiAion to the fufficiencyof the 
finifhed work of Chrift, then, and not txll then, I 
fhaM fee a neceffity for underilanding' the fcriptures 
on this fubje6i in another light than I do at prefent; 
and fhaM make my public acknowledgement accord* 
ingly. 

DIRECTIONS 

To the Readers oi Thenn and Afpajuk, wit^ refpedt 
to the Amendtnents which were ituended by 
Mr. Hervey, had' he furvived another edition. 
-*-Takcii from Mr. Codwokth's Drfence. 

VOL. 11. page 9. line ro. read, « This, he fays, 
as it was wrought in the name and ftead of 
tlie guilty, enemies and rebellious, was wrought 
out in my name, and in my ftead ; that is, in ^ 
name and charafber that undoubtedly befongs to 
me, and according to the declaration^ of divine 
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gace» fttfficiently authorifcs me to draw ucmt to 
od thereby.'' 

P. 324. !• 24. ^* Not one among all the number* 
lels produ£}:iooft which tread the i^round, or (land 
rooted to the foil, wants any convenience that is 
proper for its refpe^live ftate. And the fame hi»T« 
cnlv Father has. provided for the moil guilty, the 
righteoufnefs whidi is abfolutely neceffary to his 
prefent comfort, and his final happinefs." 

P. 325. L 15* " Confider thofe (lately /p^^/, &c* 
obferve the young ravens^ &c. He accommodates 
the former, though incapable of aiking; he attends 
to the latter^ though infeniible of their Benefadlor. 
He alfo regards pur preding wants; he has alfo fu- 
perfeded our earne(i petitions by fuch free and un- 
merited gifts, as it is both his delight and his hon* 
our to beftow.'* 

P. 327. 1. 9. << So that .nothing is required, in 
order to our participation of Christ and his be- 
nefits. We receive them as the freeft gifts; as 
matter of mere grace/' 

: P. 328. 1. 25- " The man without the wedding- 
garment, &c.. Your former miftakes, and prefent 
o^je^ions, tend to place you in the ftate of this un- 
li^py creature* The returning prodigal came with 
no recommendation either of drefs, of perfon, or 
of -cbara£ter* None but his nakednefs and mifery; 
his acknowledgement wgs vilenefs, which had eve- 
ry aggravating, not one extenuating circumftance." 

P. 33p. L ij. '<If there be any qualification, I 
think, it is our extreme indigence; and this, I pre- 
fume,. you are not without." 

P. 330. 1. 36. " Sanflification, heavenly- mind- 
ednefs, and a vi&ory over our lufts, are nqt the 
qualities he requires^ h\il the blefilngs which he con» 
fersr 

, P. 333. 1, 22. " The greateff untuorthinefs is no 
objedlion in Chrift's account; it is as muqhdifavow- 
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ed by the gofpel, as equivocal generation is exploded 
by tne difcoveries of our improved phiJofophy.'^ 

P. 336. 1. 18. "From the Kingj nvhofrfiameis 
the Lord of hofls^ let us expe£t (if he voucbfafes to 

' ihew Us any mercy) not barely what correfponds 
with our low models of generofity^-— much lefs what 
we fuppofe proportioned to our fancied deferts,-^ 
but what. is fuitable to the unknown magnificence 
of his name, and the unbounded benevolence of his 
heart. Then we fliall no longer be afraid, afliiredly 

»to truft to the gracious declaration, < that Christ 

< Jesus is made of God to us wiidom, and right- 

< eoufnefs, and fandificatton, and redemption:' That 
Hb hath given himfelf for us, hath *given himfelf to 
us, with all the bieffings of his purchafe, of his Spi» 
RiT, and of eternal life." 

P. 338. 1. I a. « That we all deferve this mifery, 
is beyond difpute. We ihre«alfo told, that the Lord 
Jbsus has fatisfied divine juftxce." 

P.. 339. 1. 15. «* You zxt JHll corrupt i does this 
exclude you from being the very perfon for whom tho 
Saviour^s righteoufnefs is intended, and to whom it 
is promiied ?^' 

r. 340. 1. 3. <^ And fure it cannot be a fanciful 
perfuafion of our health which renders us proper 
objeds of his recovering grace." 

P. 342. 1. 7. ^« I beheld it (Theron's thle) per* 
fedly dear, not becaufe you long or pray for it; 
but becaufe the alUCuQcieut righteoufnefs is grant- 
ed to you a ftnner in the record of the gofpel. 

P* 342. 1* vuflklfany man^ however unworthy his 
perfon, or*oImoxious his character, thirfl s third 
for fomething to make him happy; let him not feek 
to that which fatisfieth not, but iet him came to me 
the fountain of living waters, nnd drink his fill. 

«* The clergyman," &Ct 

P. 344. 1. 2. '* They are to be enjoyed by every 
Mur. No exception is made.*' 
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P* 344. 1. 2B. ^ To OS iays the prophet, a child 
is born." 

P. J45. 1. 22. " Shice the Lorb Jehovah has 
givin us his Son and all his onu'ttcrable merits; and 
alfo feals this grant unto us in every facramentai or- 
dinance v why fhould we not confide in 1X9 as firmer 
than the firmeft deed? and far more inriokble, than 
any royal patent ?" 

** Ther. My fervant never," &c. 
P. 357. L 37. *< It feems to be qBitetAit of my 
reach." 

A/p. « That is, becaufe you dill imagine fome« 
thing to be done by you, to entitle to this immsKrm- 
kte and perfe£b righteoufnefe; you give no credit to 
lihofe declarations of heaven, which bring it near 
to your view and home to yottr condition. Remen»»' 
bcr rather the, words of our Lord^ Come uffta me^ 
mil ye that an nvearyy ond'heafvy hdtn^ and J wilt 
give you re/lJ^ 

P. 358.. L 30. *f Nothing ihort of tbeCof mercies, 
^an afford any fatisfa£iion.to the guiity confidence, 
or tnti fetbfiauEtioiK to the reliefs foul« 

** Say not then, my dear friend, that Chrift, and 
the bleffikigs of his purdiafe, are beyond yotur reach. 
They are Sow,, even now,, at your door.** 

P. 360. 1. 7. « If you^hcard his vxrice, you' would 
believe oa him agreeable thei^to. Yott thtu open 
the door, 9nd\hefefpr imM you; makeS'his abode with 
y3ou^ mamfefts his fahration, and communicates his 
Dlelfing8« If you believed his promifihg word^ you 
would no longer hefitate to beIfev<M|n him accord- 
ingly. You then ft^ witbi^^ This will be refreflv- 
ing to your diftreffed foui^ as the mbft ftnnptuous 
banquet to the famiihed ftomach and cnnring appe*' 
tite. Expunge aU from here to thi 'vuorisf 

Ther. « This I believe— That i am a loft finnerj" 
«cc. • ' ' . • -. 

' P. 361. 1. 19. '« He diat bclicrc^ on the & 
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hath a chimerical i far from k ; a real fubfl.antial 
haj^inefa; even everlafting life. 

<< Can you doubt of his willingn^fs to fave the 
chief of fiamers? or his finoeritjr in his declaratitw^j 
Then go to mQunt Calvary," 

P. 3^2. 1. 17. « What a ftranger wa« I then, to 
the blindnefs of my underftanding, and the hard« 
neb of my heart ; to my bondage under uobeUef, 
and my natural averfenefs to the .way of falration 
by grace through faith !" 

Jf/p. « Are you furc this is r>ot now your cafe ? 
This fentiment, though ever fo juft^ will not paU 
liate your prefent infidelity. Since the Great Je« 
hovah has declared the grant of his Son to you a 
fmner ; f^ice he has thus given to ycni eternal life 
in him ; fince he has warranted your immediate 
reception and enjoyment by his commands, invita- 
tM>Rs, and {HTomifes, you make him a liar in all; 
you tcjcik bis word as not to be depended on» eve^ 
ry moment you thus ^mbelievingly hefitate«" Exm 
punge from here to - 

Tier. « But is not faith the work of God's Spi*- 
rit ? how, or in what manner, &c* 

P. 363. h 35. ^* I very much qu^ioti, whether 
I fliaU ever be able to .attain it* 

A^. *' The true heiie|, Theron^ has tio cxift- 
ence without its proper okj^<^ Chrift^ and is never 
to be confidered in the light you fpeak of, that ia, 
as a moft refined and exalted virtiie. When, up- 
on the divine grant in the word, y^u behold Chri^ 
as your given Fighteoufnefs and ftrength^ then you 
truly believe; you believe God^s truth which can ne»- 
ver deceive, you receive the gift which enriches you 
with grace and glory. But permit me to aft,"^ 8cc. 

P. 385. 1. 4. ** If you rely on the aH-fufficien- 
cy of his gracious declacarions as the foundation of 
immediate truft or confidence, as weH as the all- 
fufficiency of his power.-** 
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P. 385. 1. 12, ** Let the moft wretched finn^r, 
and moft afflicted fotti> frafi in the name af the Lori?^ 
' In note, p. 394. 1. 6. « We only affirm,, that an 
appropriating perfuafioti of Mvation by Chrift a* 
lone, is that confidence which propdriy anfwers to 
the divine report," and grant of a Saviour to be be- 
lieved on for eirerlafting X\kP 

P. 403. I. r8. Afp. « The If is what I greatly 
queftion^-but of thi$ I am certain, that yOu are. 
ftiil inclined to fpare Agag^* 

P. 404. 1. 22. ** You a&, whether the ftatc of 
thefc perfons \%fafe and thdr faith realf ranfwer, 
What evidence is there of their yij^ or their ^c^^i 
while Chrift the only fecurity is negleded, and the 
free grant of him to (innersthns diibelieyed? Be- 
fides, why (hould, ^cc.** * 

P. 405. 1. 23* << God has freely loved me fo as to 

S'tye his Son unto me; Chrift has gracioufly died 
or me, to take fliare in his death as my own ; and 
the Ho4y Ghoft fan£tifies me in die belief and ap- 
propriating cmifidencci arifing from ikudk precious 
truths." 

P. 408. L 4. <« When the divine Spirit^ fak- 
ing in the gracious declarations of the gofpd, mant* 
fefts the grant, of Chrift to me a finner, then am I 
enabled to receive and appropriate his death as the 
defert of my fins, and his obedience as the matter 
of my juftincation/' 

P. 411. L 30. << May I firmly believe on 'Qirift 
for everiafting life? may I firmly beHeve, that in 
this infinitely^meiritorious Redeemer, I have grant- 
ed unto me pardon and acceptance, &Ci." 

P.41 f . 1. 27. <<! do more than pardon my dear The- 
ron. I feel for him, and I fympatl^ize with^im ; not 
becaufe he has 4)0t fufficiem evidence from God's 
word, for trufting in Chrift for everiafting life; 
but becaufe I have alfo felt that peryerfe tendency 
in myown heart, to mlftruft the infallible word of 
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my .G^d^ aft it^aii^ bt^ wa» 1^ to> bo dl^endted^cm 

. tu ]ike.Qianiii^9 j^ 2J^ 247, 290, -ij^i, 30a. ivere 
to be corre^d, and all oth&t paflitges in hie nmt^ 
iog$ which m^bt be unditrft^ody m making tlarft«^ 
ing$» awakeoui^» earxieft pra^F^s^ fimrows) tears; 
good defiiesj or fesfe of imwtyrthmeff, asthe cih 
nauca^ment £ar conEdkiice. This Mr. Herrey ac- 
knowledged waft'i»90sfiAesit with imrmm delign^ 
which wa$ lo come to God by him only, wiu> was 
able tp fave to the ufiiefmoft^ but he had been 
drawn fconetiaiea'i isito this way of expteffitrg him-^ 
{elf by too great a regai^ for the enirexit cuftoms 1 
apd Aot c^nfidertngy that tMI the diviiie v^ieting 
g:uth appear in %'mw^ tkewiAiea and deirra'of thi^ 
diftrefied are a9 asueh poiiited againfi thel&lration 
qf th% guilty t ^ the cacdeffiieft of the pt&hnc. 
li^^vfm Sm&jkf. that ^ the gofpeKUAory ^fe$ m 
i|o inftance of aOLUHh^Gifer di%em toiibtain faith ; 
and thi^efore inMnkd io ccpttnge every tMng that 
tended to encQUfage. ftich' fBiftidie&. 

When he took notice of ^* a fpeculative aflent to 
all the principles of reVgion^*'^ he intended by it 
foch agreeing wi^ the ooTRiiftiDpifltoi^af will ftandr 
^ilfiiHeiit with fcsiAsflMnfta qvtte fni^mpfive of the 
win% truth. Not inch a knoiidedgt of tfie truth as 
th^apoftle fpe^ off when he fays, Ye knew the 
truths and that no lie is of the truths He well knew, 
thut thefe was 90 n^o, but he that is taaght of 
. Qodj could be fadafied with the apoftolic account 
of £iIvation; ^nd would have informed Theron, had 
he had another opportunity) «< that if he attempted 
to, do any thing eafy^ or dMkult^ under the no- 
tion of an ^% of belieying, or any oth^r a£t , in or- 
der to hit aice^itnee wkh Gii^j he only thereby 
heaped up mom waath againft himfelf." 

He was alfo fenfibie, that a man may be very ufe- 
f ui and amiable amongft inen, and at the fame time 

' pp - 
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an utter enemy to the grace of God's kingdom :— • 
That he had been too forward in commendations 
of thofe, who were no friends to apoftolic Chrifli- 
anity. His defign was only to commend what was 
amiable in every one^ paiEng over their blemiihes. 
•—In this defign, he acknowledged^ he was carried 
to an- extreme. When he fays of Erafmus and 
Locke, that they fat at the feet of Jefus, he only 
meant to esprefs in an elegant way, that they be- 
took themfelves to the reading of the fcriptures, 
and not to vindicate their notions. 

And he counted it an obfervati<Hi well worthy 
regard, that << it may be n\^intained by fome, that 
converfion is carried on by grace affifting nature ; 
and by odiers, that this matter is wholly condufted 
by irrefiftible grace; and yet both fides may be 
equally difafFe£bed to that do&rine, which main- 
tains die work -finiflied by Chrift on the ctolst to 
be the only requifite to juftification.— And that 
while many Chriftian teachers, maintain, that no 
man can be eminently virtilous without divine ener- 
gy, they fay no more than Heathen philofophers 
have faid befois them.'' 

Thefe remarks and obfervations may be fufficient 
to dire£): the intelligent reader of Theron and Af- 
pafio, to avoid needlefs obje£tions, and aifo to im- 
prove that per^rmance more agreeably to the-fcrip« 
tures and, the authOr's own mind. 
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It appears by the Letters prefixed to ibis De- 
fence, that an improvement of Mr. Marfhalt's 
book was intended J to obviate as much as pof" 
ftble all objeilions ; which ^ through the pref- 
Jing importunities of the printer^ and Mr. 
Hervcy's bc^es of acmmplifhing a fourth vo-^ 
lume cf Thbron and Aspasio, ^ums not 
executed. The fallowing is a plan of J^cb 
improvement, where^ by changing the four^ 
teen diredions into the form of affertions or ' 
• propoCitions, the firongefi objedions are ^-' 
nervated* 

Assertion L 

THAT praAice*atid manno: of life^ which the 
fcripture calls holinefs, righteoufnefs, or god* 
linefs, obedience, true reltgion, is not attained ty 
our moil refolved endeavours, but is given through 
the knowledge of bkn that has called us to glory. 
and virtue* « . 

Assert. IL 

No man can love God, till he knows him, nor 
till he knows him to b^ his everhifting frieud. 
Tlierefctfe the fpring of true holinefs, is a well- 
grou.nded perfuafion of our reconciliation with God, 
and of our future enjoyment of the everlafting hea- 
venly happinefs, and of fufEcient ftrength given in 
him for all that he calls us unto. 

Assert^ III. 

Thefe endowments, fo neceffary to the obedience 
of love, are contained in the fulncfs of Chrift, and 

Pp a 
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are enjoyed only by union, and fellowiliip with 
him* 

The means or inftruments whereby the Spirit of 
God accompiiibeth our union with Chrift, and our 
fellowfliip with him in all hplinef8» are the gofpel, 
whereby Chrift entereth into our hearts, begetting 
U8 to the faith whereby we- ad aally deceive Chrift 
himfelf, with all his fulnefs, unto the hope of e- 
temal life by him. And thus, by the influence 
of the Spirit of' truths we unfeignediy believe the 
ga(pel> and alfo believe on Chrift^ as he is reveaU 
ed and freely promifed to us therein) for all his fid*' 
vutioa* 

A s s E m T. V« 

The pra£kice of true holing is not attained hj 
any endeavours of our natural ftate, but is a blei- 
fii^ .of that new ilate given in ' Jefus Qnrift, and 
partook of by union and fellowfliip with ChrHl 
through faith. 

ASSKILT* VL 

Thofe Aftt endeavour to pet fimn ineere obedi*/ 
ence to all the commands of Qirtftj as tiie tondi* 
tio. n whereby chey are to ptocure for tbemfelves a 
right 1^ title to/alvaHon^ and a good ground to 
truft on hin:i for the famOf do feek their fiihration 
by the worin of the law^ and not by the faith of 
Chrift as he is .revealed in the gofpel : and they 
(hall never be able to perform . fincerely any true 
holy obedience by all fucn endeavours* 
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ASSE'&T* VII. 

We are not to imagine, that out hearts and lives 
muft be changed from fin to holinefti in any me^« 
fure, before' we may fafely venture to truft on ' 
Chrift for the fore enjoyment of hsm&lf and hk 
falyation* 

* As 8 Eft T. VIII. 

True holinefs of heart and life, hath its due or* 
der where God hath placed it> that is, after union 
with Chrift, juftificfation, and the gift of the Holy 
Qhoft. It is not therefore to be expe£led but ia 
that order^ as what accompanies falvation. 

V 

ASSB&T. IX. 

It is only by the comforts of the gofpel revealing 
a juft God and a Saviour, that God works in u^ to 
wul and^Q do of his good pleafure. 

ASSERT.X. 

The comforts of the gofpel, neceflary to Chrif- 
tian obedience, contain fufficient grounds of aiTur- 
ance of our falvation, not becaufe we believe, but 
in a way of insmediate truft and confidence. Tfaere<> 
fore, inftead of feeking other methods of peace 
and holinefs, we muft endeavour to believe or truft 
on Chrift confidently ^ perfuading ^nd afiuringour* 
feives, according to the divine declarations, that God 
freely gives to us an intereft in Chrift and his fai** 
v^ion, according to his gracious promiic* 

PP3 • 
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A S S E H T. XI. 

It is therefore belonging to the praftic^l part of 
the Chriftian life, to maintain the fame immediate 
truft and confidence in dependence on the divine 
faithfulnefSj not to fuffer u$ to be confounded^ that 
fo our enjoyment of Chrift, union and fcUowfhip 
with him,' and 'all holinefs by him, may be contin- 
ued apd encreafed in us. 

A s s E^R T* Xn. 

The fcripture calls upon Chriftians to walk no 
longer according to the principles or means of prac* 
tice that belong unto the natural or original ftate of 
man, but toly according to that ne^ ftate given in 
Chri(}, which we receive by faith, and ' the princi- 
ples and. means of praftice that properly belong 
thereunto 5 and to ftrive to continue and increaie 

in fuch a manner of praftice. , 

* ■ - «► 

Assert. XIII. , 

All ordinances of divine appointment, for the 
eftablifhment and increafe of our faith and love^ 
are to be confidered only in this way of believing in 
Chrift, and walking in him according to this new 
ftate given in him. 
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Assert. XIV. 



That we may be confirmed in holinefs only by be- 
lieving in Chrift, and walking in him by faith, ac- 
cording to the former affertions, we may take en- 
couragement from the great advantages of this way, 
and excellent properties of it. ' « 
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Mr. H E R V E Y 



T p T H E 

Publiihei^of a new Edition of Mar/hali 

on Sanaification. 

SIR, g. 

r' gives me no fmall pleafiire to hear, that you' 
are going to republifli Mr. Marshall's Go/pel^' 
M^ery of fanBification ♦. The inftruftion, confo-* 
lation, and fpiritual iniprovement, which I myfdf 
* have received from that folid and judicious treatife, 
^ excite in me a pleafing hope, that it may be equally* 
inftruftive and advantageous to others. 

The recommendation of Jt in^Theron and Afpajioi 
with which you propofe to introduce the new edi- 
tion, is at your fervice. To this propofal I confent 
the more readily, becaufe Mr. Marshall's book 
may be looked upon as no improper fupplemtrit to 
thofe dialogues and letters. The author of which 
intended to have clofed his plan with a diflertation 
on practical holinefs, or evangelical obedience. But 
this defign was dropped \ partly on account of his 

* ■ 

* ft is faid, by tfce very beft judge oT propriety in fftertd 
writii%, ^rtat u th mfftetj 'of xMnefi^ i Tin. iii. i6. TfaU 
paiTage, I prefume, Mr. Marshall had in hit yiew^ when he 
pitched upon a iltU for his book. And this paflage will reAder 
it ittperior to all cenfare ; unexceptional^ juft and proper. 
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verjr declining health ; partlj^ becaufe the work 
fwelled) under Ms hands, far beyond his expedation* 
He has been advifed, once nore, to refuroe die 
pen; and treat that grand fubjed vTith fome degree 
of copioufnefs and particulsurity. If he ifaould be en^ 
abled to execute, what he acknowledges to be ex« 
pedient, the doctrines already difeufled^ and the pn* 
▼ileges already difpiayed, will fumifh the principal 
materials for his eflay. Juftificatioa, fra JuJKJica* 
tiofty through the righteoufnefs of Jbsijs Christ, 
is the facrol fleece from which he would jpin his 
thread, «and weave his garment ; agreeably to that 
important tt%t^ < Te are bought with a pricey tbere^ 
frri^ glorify God' *.-*-If Proridence, ia all thidgs^ 
wife, and in all things gracious, ftould fee fit to 
with-hold either time or ability for the accomplifh* 
oicnt of my purpofe« I do by thefe prefents, nomi** 
nate and depute Mw Marshall i» fuppfy my fyck 

^ fir vice. 

Mr. Marshall expreiTes my thoughts \ he pro« 
Iccutes my fcheme ; and not only purfue^ the fame 
end, but proceeds in the fame way. I fhal) there^ 
fore rejoice in the profpefl of having the GofpeU 
myBery ^f fanBtfication ftand as a fourth volume to 
Ther^n and Afpafio. Might I be allowed, without 
the charge of irrev^enc^, to ufe the beautiful im- 
ages of an infpired writer, I could with great fatis- 
. faction fay, < If this be a wall, that will build upon 
< it a palace of ivory \ if //// be a door, thai .will in» 
« clofe it with boards of cedar f .' . 

Mr. Marshall reprefents true hoUnefs as con« 
fifting in the love of GOD, and the love of man ; 
-—that unforced, unfeigned, and mod rational love* 
of GOD, which ari(es from a difcovery of his un- 
fpeakafale mercy and infinite kindnefe to us ; that 
cordial, difinterefted, and univerfal love- of man, 
which flows fxom the pafleflion of a fatisfaftory 
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and deKghtful portion in the LORD JEHOVAH. 
Thefe duties, of love to our Creator and our fel- 
low-creatures, are regarded as the fum and fub- 
ftance of the moral law ; as the root from whicH ail 
dther brsuiches of pure and undefiled religion fpring. 
— Holinefs^ thus ftated, is coniidered, not as the 
means, hot as a part, a diftinguifhed part of our fal« 
vation; or, rather, as the very central point, in^ 
which all the means of grace, and aU the ordinances 
of religion, terminate. 

Man^ in a natural ftate, is abfolutdy incapable of 
praftifing this holinefs, or enjoying tliis happinefs. 
— rif you aft. What is meant by a natural Jlate f It 
tt that ftate, in which we are under the guilt oi fin, 
and the curfe of the law j are fubje£k to the power- 
of Satan, andinfluenced by evil propenfities. — ^Fronv 
this ftate none are relcafed, but by being united to 
Christ ^ or, as the apoftle fpeaks, by < CHRIST 
• dwelling in the heart through faith *.* 

Faith, according to Mr. Marshall, is a nat 
perfuqfion^ that GOD is pleafed to give Christ and- 
' his falvation ; to give him freely without any recom* 
mending qualifications, or preparatory conditions ; 
to give him not to fome finners onfy, but to me a 
finner in particular. — It is likewife an aliual receive 
tug of Christ, with all the benefits, privileges^ 
and promifes of the gofpel; in purfuance of the di* 
vine gift, and on no other warrant than the divine 
grant. — This laft office is particularly infifted on, as 
an tjfential part, or as the principal a£l of faith. To 
perform which, there is no rational, no poflible way ; 
utilcfs, as our author declares, we do in fome mea- 
fure, perfuade and aflure ourfeives f, that Christ 
and his falvation are ours. > 

•' f It'h not," by tbts expreifion, affirmed, or inftnuated, that 
we are able to produce faith in ourfeives, by any power of our 
own. This felf-fuificiency the author has profeffedly and fre- 
quently difc!aiin«d; aiTertlagy Tbat/< tlie dtiaiT of GOX> 
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As faith is fuch a perfuafion of the heart, and 
fuch a reception of .Christ, it afTures the foul of 
falvation by /// own aQ; antecedent to all reileAion 
on its fruits or cffefts, on marks or evidences. — 
It afTures the foul of acquittance from guilt, and re« 
conciliation to GOD ; of a title to the everlafting 
inheritance, and of grace fufficient for every cafe of 
need. — By the exercife of this faith, and the enjoy- 
ment of thefe bleflings, we zxtfanEl'tfied; confciencc 
is pacified, and the heart purified ; we are delivered 
from the dominion of (in, difpofed to holy tempers, 
and furnifhed for an holy praftice. 

Here, I apprehend, our author will appear Angu- 
lar, this is the place in which he fcems to go qmte 
out of the common road* The generality of ferious 
people look upon thefe unfpeakable bleflings as the 
reward of holinefs ; to be received, after we have 
fincerely praftifcd univerfal holinefs ; not as necef- 
fary, previoufly neccfTary to perform any aft of true 
holinefs. This is the ftumbling. block, which our 
legal minds, dim with prejudice, and fwoDen with 
pride, will hardly getover. — ^However, thefe endow- 
ments of our n*:^ ftat'^ are, in our author's opinion, 
the effeftual, and the only efFeflual expedient, to 
produce fanftilication. They are the very method 
which the eternal Spirit has ordained, for our 
bringing forth tliofe < fruits of righteoufnefs, which 

* are by JESUS CHRIST unto the glory and praife 
« of GOD *.' — Whereas, if there be any appearan- 

** habitaally difpofes and inclines our hearts to a right perform- 
*' ance of this moft important adt.*-TbJs manner of fpeaking is 
uied, I imagine for two reafons: To point out the fird and chief 
work which we arc to be doing, inceflantly and afTiduouily, till 
our Lord come: To remind us, that we muft not expetft to 
have faith wrought in us, by fome fatality of fupcrnatural ope<; 
ration, without any application or endeavour of our own^ but 
that we tnuft make it our diligent endeavour, and our daily bu- 
iinefs, to believe in Christ. We mud * labour to enter in'o 

* this re(V, tfWihew all dili;;ence to the full aflurance of hope.* 

* Phil, i, XI. 
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ces of virtue, or any efforts of obedience, which 
fpring not from thefe motives 'and means of prac- 
tice, Mr. Marshall treats them as " reprobate 
" filver." He cannot allow them the charafter of 
gofpeUholtnefs, 

This is the plan, and thefe are the leading fenti- , 
ments, of the enfuing treatife. To cftablifli or de- 
fend them, is not my aim. This is attempted, and, 
I think, executed, in the work itfelf. My aim is, 
only to exhibit the moft diftinguifliing principles, in 
one ftiort (ketch, and clear point of view ; that the 
reader may the more eafily remember them, and, by 
this key, enter the more perfeGly into the writer's 
meaning. — ^liCt him that is fpiritual * judge 5 and 
reje£l or admit, as each tenet fhall appear to corre- 
fpolid or difagree with jthe infallible word. Only let 
candour, not rigour, fill the chair ; and interpret 
an unguarded expreffion, or a feemingly incohfift- 
ent fentence, by the general tenor of the difcourfe. 

We are not to expe£t much pathos of addrefs, or 
any delicacy of coqipofition. Here the gofpcl-dia- 
mond is fet, not in gold, but in fleel; not where it 
may difplay the moft fprightly beam, or pour a 
flood of brilliancy \ but where it may do the moft 
(ignal fervice, and afford a fund of ufefulnefs. — 
Neither is this book fo particula|^ly calculated for 
carelefs infeniible Cnners, as for tbofe who are a- 
wakened into a foligitous attention to their everlafl- 
ing interefts; who are earneftly inquiring, with the 
Philippian jailor^ « What (hall I do to be faved f ?* 
or paf&onately crying^ in the language of the apo* 
ftle, * O* wretched man that I am ! who fhall delir- 
« cr me from the body of this death % V If there 
be any fuch, as no dqubt there are many, in the 
Chriftian world,. I would fay^ with regard to them, 
as the Ifraelitifh captive faid concerning her illuflrin 
ous but affliSed mafter, < Would GOD my matter 

* I Cor. ii. 15. f Acts xvi; 30. ' % Rom. vii» 94. 



